


�

������	�
� ���� �����
�� ��� ������	���
� � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � 	 � � � 
 ��

�
�



�

�

������	�
�
����
�������
���������	���

����������� �!"��
#$�%&%��'%(��)�

��������		�
���

�

���	�
�������������
���
�������������������
� ��!"���#$%���&�
�� ���
'��
 �
 �	�����(
�����)��*+,�



�

�

��������������
������ �!�"��##$�
������*�((� !�+�
Debunking the Bunkers of Auschwitz: Black Propaganda versus History 
���!%��($"�,)��$!�)�
��"!$��
-!".��$#'%$"�$"'('�!/��0$�1'�%(�$"'('�!�0�"�(0$�('(�$�The Bunkers of Auschwitz�
���1'$�".���%(��&%%$2+���������	�������	���
��
�����2�-34.����1'$�".���--�5��.����
�$,�&��)�-678�

	���76+�79:573;97-896�<��'!(�$"'('�!=�
	���74+�5>;979:573;97-894�<��'!(�$"'('�!=�
	���+�7:-59>>3;�

�&,�'%0$"�,)���������	�������	���
��
*�!&1��(&�$"�'!�(0$��!'($"��(�($%��1��?$�'����!"�'!�(0$����

@�,)�������*�((� !��

�'%(�',&('�!+� ��%(�$��'����&,�'%0$�%.������2�-34�
���1'$�".���--�5��.����
%0��/��"�0/��?�

�$(�'!��'?$%��$A�
�?�!�

AAA/0�����&%(0�!",���%/��?�

��#$��	��&%(��('�!+�(��+��&��$!(�?$?��'����(�(0$����'?$"�����('�!��1�B�&!�$��7C�
!��(0A$%(��1�(0$�1��?$���&%�0A'(D9�'��$!�&���?�E��$1(+��$?!�!(%��1�1�&!"�9
('�!�A���%��1���,&'�"'! �(��(0$�A$%(��1�(0$�B�$!(������&!�C�!$���(0$�1��?$��
�'��$!�&���?�.�1��%$�)���,$�$"��%�B�&!�$��-CE��' 0(+�"��A'! ��1�(0$����$ $"�
B�&!�$��-C�,)�1��?$���&%�0A'(D�"$(�'!$$���#'"���F�$.�%$$����&?$!(�73�'!�
(0$����$!"'2E�,�((�?�,��� ��&!"+�%$�('�!��1��!��$�'����0�(���1�(0$��&%�09
A'(D9�'��$!�&���?���1�*�)�47.�7533.�%$$��0�(����/�5/�'!�(0$����$!"'2/�
�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ : 
 

�

��,�$��1���!($!(%�
�� $�

	!(��"&�('�!�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�5�

%&������$�'�&!	�(�)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))�#*�
7/� �0$����$ $"��2($�?'!�('�!��1�G$A%��(��&%�0A'(D+���' '!%��1�(0$�

�$�'%'�!��!"�	(%��2$�&('�!�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7:�
7/7/��0$��$ '!!'! %�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7:�
7/-/���!&(���D$�0C%�	!($���$(�('�!�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7:�
7/4/�G$�!9���&"$���$%%��C%�	!($���$(�('�!�//////////////////////////////////////////////�78�
7/3/��$,H��0��A���C%��!"�
�,$�(�G�!�#�!��$�(C%�	!($���$(�('�!�////////////�7>�
7/:/���('! �(0$��'??�$�9�IJ�*$$('! �//////////////////////////////////////////////////�7;�
7/8/���('! �B�&!�$�%C�7��!"�-�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�-6�
7/>/��0$�����('�!��1�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C�/////////////////////////////////////////�-7�

-/� �0$�B�&!�$�%C�'!�(0$����!!'! ��1�(0$��&%�0A'(D9�'��$!�&���?��////////�-4�
-/7/��0$��&�$�&���('������$"&�$�1���(0$���!%(�&�('�!��1�(0$�

	!%(����('�!%��(��&%�0A'(D9�'��$!�&�///////////////////////////////////////////////�-4�
-/-/����!%��!"���%(��%('?�($%�1���(0$��&%�0A'(D9�'��$!�&���?��

<G&!$�7537KG&�)�753-=�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�-;�
4/� �0$�B�&!�$�%C�'!�(0$���!%(�&�('�!��1�(0$��&%�0A'(D9�'��$!�&�

��?�� 4:�
4/7/��0$���!%(�&�('�!�
$���(%��1�(0$���?�%��(��&%�0A'(D��!"�

�'��$!�&�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�4:�
4/-/����(�'�'! ��2�?��$+���&%$���/�33�L�BW�48��////////////////////////////////�48�
4/4/��0$�B�&!�$�%C��!�(0$��'��$!�&�*��%�/////////////////////////////////////////////�45�
4/3/��0$��� '%('�%��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�36�

4/3/7/���($���&���)�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�37�
4/3/-/��$A� $�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�37�
4/3/4/��$!�'! ��!"���(�0(�A$�%�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�37�
4/3/3/�	!%(����('�!��1�����A$���'!$�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�3-�
4/3/:/�	!%(����('�!��1��!"�$%%'! ��������%�1���(0$��'�('?%�///////////////////////�3-�
4/3/8/����!%���(�('�!��1�*�($�'��%�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�3-�
4/3/>/���)'! ��1�����?��
�'�A�)�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�34�
4/3/;/�
��"�����%�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�34�
4/3/5/�
�%(' 0(�����%�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�33�

4/:/��0$���9����$"�M��"$���! &� $N�////////////////////////////////////////////////////�33�
4/:/7/�M��(0%�1�����$�'�����('�!%N�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�33�
4/:/-/�M��&%$�1�����$�'���*$�%&�$%N�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�3:�
4/:/4/�M�������%�1�����$�'�����$�(?$!(N�///////////////////////////////////////////////////�3:�

4/8/��A��
$�$!(�)��'%��#$�$"�M�&!�$�N����&?$!(%�////////////////////////////�38�
4/>/���!��&%'�!�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�3;�



8� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

%&������$�%��+&
&�,&�))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))�-#�
3/� �0$���' '!��1�(0$������ �!"���(��)��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C�K����('?$�


&?��%�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�:4�
3/7/��0$��'�%(�
$���(%�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�:4�
3/-/��!��!�!)?�&%�
$���(�1��?�(0$��$��$(�
$%'%(�!�$�*�#$?$!(�

�(��&%�0A'(D�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�86�
3/4/��0$�
$���(%�1��?�7534�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�8-�
3/3/��0$�
$���(��1�(0$�M���'%0�*�O��N�<G$�D)���,$�&=�//////////////////////////�83�
3/:/��0$�
$���(��1���1�$"��$(D�$��/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�8>�
3/8/��!�!)?�&%�
$���(%�1��?�7533�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////�85�
3/>/���!��&%'�!%�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�>7�

:/� �0$������ �!"��	%���!%��'"�($"+���%(A����$%('?�!'$%�////////////////////////�>4�
:/7/��D��?����� �!C%��$%('?�!)�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�>4�
:/-/���?����('#$��!"���'('�����!��)%'%��1�(0$��A���$��%'('�!%��1�

�D��?����� �!�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�>>�
:/-/7/��$�?'!��� )�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�>>�
:/-/-/�B�&!�$��7C�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�>5�
:/-/4/�B�&!�$��-C�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�;6�
:/-/3/���'('�����!��)%'%�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�;7�
:/-/:/��0$����� ���0'��������('�!��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C�////////////////////////////////�;3�

8/� �'($���)����'�('�!%��!�(0$������ �!"��//////////////////////////////////////////////////�;>�
8/7/��'(!$%%$%��0���(�)$"�,$0'!"��(��&%�0A'(D�//////////////////////////////////�;>�
8/-/��'(!$%%$%����!%1$��$"��A�)�1��?��&%�0A'(D�,$1��$�(0$���#'$(�

���&��('�!��1�(0$���?��//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�;5�
8/-/7/���#'"���F�$�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�56�
8/-/-/�*'���%��)'%D�'�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�53�
8/-/4/��' '%?&!"��$!"$�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�5;�
8/-/3/��!"�P��$(('�0�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�766�
8/-/:/��"��1�
I !$��/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�764�
8/-/8/��'�0$�?���0�1�0�(////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�768�

8/4/���($������&!(%�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�76;�
8/4/7/���#���'%'��#'��//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�765�
8/4/-/����!�'%D$��
&�,��///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�774�
8/4/4/��'�'��*Q��$��///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�778�
8/4/3/�*�%0$�
��,��D�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�77>�
8/4/:/�*'�(�!��&�'�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�775�
8/4/8/�*�&�'�$��$!��&,'�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7-4�

8/3/��0$���(($�9"�)��'(!$%%$%�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7-8�
8/3/7/�G�%$1��������///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7-8�
8/3/-/�G����#�
�,�'�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7->�
8/3/4/���'$D$���'%$!%�0?'"(�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7-;�
8/3/3/��0�&���0�%�!�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7-5�
8/3/:/��$�!���0$!�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�747�
8/3/8/��D��?��<�0��?�=��!"��,��0�?���� �!�////////////////////////////////////////�74-�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ > 
 

�

8/3/>/��0��?���$!$D'��////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�74:�
8/:/��0$���!(�',&('�!%��1�(0$�����'(!$%%$%�////////////////////////////////////////�748�

8/:/7/�*�2'?'�'�!�
��,!$��//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�74>�
8/:/-/���!%��&?$'$��////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�74;�
8/:/4/�
&"��1��IJ�////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�73-�
8/:/3/��$�)�����"�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�73:�
8/:/:/���'$"�'�0��!(�$%%�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�73>�
8/:/8/���!%���'�0�*&J1$�"(�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�73;�
8/:/>/���!%��(����/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7:6�
8/:/;/�
'�0��"��I���/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7:7�
8/:/5/�������I�,�'! $��/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7::�
8/:/76/�G�0�!!���&����$?$��////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7:8�
8/:/77/����%(��'%�0$��///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7:8�

8/8/���!��&%'�!%�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7:5�

%&��������$�%��+&
&�,&�
���"����	����	�&!�.'�&!	�(/�))))))))))))))))))))))))))�#0#�
>/� *��'! ��'%(��)��&(��1������ �!"��/////////////////////////////////////////////////////�784�

>/7/��0$�B�&!�$�%C�'!���#'$(�	!#$%(' �('�!%�<�$,�&��)�K�*���0�
753:=�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�784�

>/-/�����('�!��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�783�
>/4/��0$�B�&!�$�%C�'!����'%0�<*�)�753:�K���#$?,$��753>=��!"�


$�?�!�<7535�K�758:=�	!#$%(' �('�!%�///////////////////////////////////////////�78>�
>/3/�GHD$1���'%'R%��C%��$�����('�!��!�(0$�����('�!��1�B�&!�$��7C�/////�7>7�
>/:/��'%'R%���#%/���� �!+��$A���!(��"'�('�!%�///////////////////////////////////�7>4�
>/8/��0$��'?$(�,�$��1�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C�/////////////////////////////////////�7>4�

;/� �0$��$#$���?$!(��1���(0�"�2��'%(��'� ���0)��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C�////////�7>:�
;/7/�����)��'%(��'� ���0'���(($?�(%�////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7>:�
;/-/�G$�!9���&"$���$%%��C%���!(�',&('�!�//////////////////////////////////////////////�7>;�
;/4/����!�'%D$���'�$�C%���!(�',&('�!�////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7;6�
;/3/�
/G/�#�!��$�(C%���!(�',&('�!�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�7;-�
;/:/�*���$�����$DD$(('C%�B�'%��#$�)C��1�B�&!�$��7C�/////////////////////////////�7;8�

5/� *�($�'�������1.��$�'����0�(�%.��!"����0$��� '�����'!"'! %�////////////////�7;5�
5/7/��0$��$�'����0�(� ���0%��1�7533�///////////////////////////////////////////////////�7;5�
5/-/��0$����0'($�(&�����$%' !��1�B�&!�$��-C�'!�
$��('�!�(��	(%�

���$ $"���?'�'"�����('#'()�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�756�
5/4/��0$�M�!"�$%%'! ��������%N��1�B�&!�$��-C�////////////////////////////////////�75-�
5/3/��0$�M��$?�('�!��'(%N�'!�(0$���$���1�B�&!�$��-C�///////////////////////////�753�
5/:/��0$�M��$?�('�!��'(%N��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C+���' '!%��1�(0$�

����� �!"���(��)�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�75:�
76/���!��&%'�!�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�755�

�'%(��'� ���0'����!%$S&$!�$%�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�755�
77/��"'(��C%���'�� &$�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�-64�
7-/����$!"'2�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�-74�

���&?$!(%�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�-74�



;� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

�0�(� ���0%�/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�-36�
�,,�$#'�('�!%�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�-:3�
��,�$%�///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�-::�

�',�'� ���0)�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�->>�
	!"$2��1���?$%�//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////�-;-�
�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 5 
 

�

	!(��"&�('�!�

	(�'%�A$����!�A!�(0�(�(0$���(0�"�2�0'%(��'� ���0)��!��&%�0A'(D�0'! $%��!��!�
��"$�� (�� $2($�?'!�($� (0$� �&���$�!� G$A%� K� %&���%$"�)�  '#$!� ,)� �'(�$�� (��
�'??�$���!"�(0$!�(��!%?'(($"�(��
&"��1��IJ�K�A0'�0�(�����!���!��$($�%0��$�
A0$!�(0$��&%�0A'(D�$2($�?'!�('�!���?��A�%�,&'�(/�

�����"'! �(��(0$�'!($���$(�('�!�(0�(�0�%�!�A�,$��?$�"� ?�.�(0'%���"$��A�%�
����'$"��&(�'!�1�&��%&��$%%'#$�%(� $%+�

7/� 	!��$�($?,$��7537.�(0$�1'�%(�$2�$�'?$!(���0�?'�'"��� �%%'! �,)�?$�!%�
�1��)���!���A�%��$�1��?$"��(��&%�0A'(DE�(0'%��$��$%$!($"�(0$�B"'%��#9
$�)C��1�(0$�'!%(�&?$!(��1�$2($�?'!�('�!/�

-/� 	!�$���)�753-.�(0$�0�?'�'"��� �%%'! ���('#'()�A�%�?�#$"�(��(0$�?��(&9
��)��1�(0$��&%�0A'(D���$?�(��'&?�<��($������$"�M��$?�(��'&?�	N=/�

4/� 	!�(0$�%&��$$"'! �?�!(0%�(A��1��?0�&%$%�����($"��&(%'"$�(0$��$�'?$($��
�1� (0$� �'��$!�&� ��?�� A$�$� (��!%1��?$"� '!(��  �%� �0�?,$�%� <(0$� %�9
����$"�B�&!�$�%C=�'!���"$��(���'���G$A%��!"�%'���'!?�($%/�

3/� �0$�1�&�(0��!"�1'!����0�%$�%(��($"'!�*���0�7534.�A0$!�(0$�$2($�?'!�9
('�!���('#'()�A�%�(��!%1$��$"�(��(0$�1�&���'��$!�&���$?�(��'�.�A0'�0�����
0�"�(0$'��0�?'�'"��� �%��0�?,$�%/�

�0$�%(��('! ���'!(�1���(0'%��%%&?$"�%$S&$!�$��1�$#$!(%�'%�(0&%�(0$�1'�%(�0�?'�'9
"��� �%%'! � '!� (0$�,�%$?$!(��1�������77��(��&%�0A'(D�,$(A$$!��$�($?,$��4�
�!"� :.� 7537.� "&�'! � A0'�0� <�����"'! � (�� (0$� #$�%'�!� '!#$!($"� ,)� ��!&(��
�D$�07=�-:6� %'���"$(�'!$$%��!"�866���#'$(���'%�!$�%��1�A���A$�$�?&�"$�$"/�
�0'%�$#$!(.������(0$��!�!9$#$!(.� '%�#$�)�'?���(�!(�1��� (0$���(0�"�2�0'%(��'� 9
���0)��!��&%�0A'(D.�,$��&%$�'(�'%�%�'"�(��0�#$�,$$!�(0$�,'�(0��1�(0$�0�?'�'"���
 �%��0�?,$�%/�

	!�755-.� 	� "$"'��($"� (�� (0'%� ���$ $"� $#$!(� �� 1�'��)� $2($!%'#$� %(&").�A0'�0�
��($����%�����$��$"�'!��!�&�"�($"��!"�$2��!"$"��! �'%0�$"'('�!.��!"�'%�%('���(0$�
�!�)� �!$� �1� '(%� �'!"/-� 	!� '(� 	� "$?�!%(��($"� (0�(� (0'%� $#$!(� 0�%� !�� 0'%(��'����
1�&!"�('�!�A0�(%�$#$�/�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
7� 	!�(0$�%$�('�!�$!('(�$"�M���?$(�"��� '��%(��'� ��1'���"'���!&(���D$�0M��1�?)�,����Auschwitz: la 

prima gasazione/��"'D'�!'�"'���.���"&�.�755-.���/�7369733.�	�0�#$�%0�A!�(0�(�(0$����'%0��$%$��9
�0$��0�%���('1'�'���)���!%(�&�($"�(0$���(0�"�2�#$�%'�!��%��&,�'%0$"�'!�(0$��&%�0A'(D�Kalendarium�
,)�1&%'! �'!"'#'"&���$�$?$!(%�(��$!�1��?���?��$($�)���!(��"'�(��)�($%('?�!'$%/���"�($"��! �'%0�
$"'('�!+�Auschwitz: The First Gassing.�-!"�$"'('�!.��0$����!$%�
$#'$A.���%0'! (�!.��/�/.�-677/�

-� �$$�1��(!�($�7/��#$!�(�"�).�(0$�$�'%�!���(0$��,����"$��'! �A'(0�(0'%�(��'�/�	!�(0$�1'#$9#��&?$�����9
$�('#$�A����Auschwitz 1940-1945. W�z�owe zagadnienia z dziejów obozu�<Fundamental Problems 
of the Camp History.�,)���!&(���D$�0.���"$&%D�	A�%D��.��(�!'%T�A��T�"D'R%�'.�$(���/=.�
�)"�A!'�(A����R%(�A$ ��*&D$&?��UA'V�'?9��D$D'!��.�755:.�A0'�0��$��$%$!(%�(0$�0'%(��'�9
 ���0'���$����1�(0$��&%�0A'(D�*&%$&?.�%����$�)�?��$�(0�!�1�&���� $%���$�"$"'��($"�(��(0$�S&$%9
('�!��1�(0$�1'�%(� �%%'! �'!�(0$�%$�('�!�,)����!�'%D$���'�$��M��?��)�
�D�A$�'���$?�(��'�N�<M
�%�
�0�?,$�%��!"���$?�(��'�N=.����/�			.���/�5>976-�<�� $%�5>��!"�76-���!(�'!�'!�(�(���:��'!$%���!9
�$�!'! �(0'%�(��'�=/���!"������($�?�!!B%�-69�� $�($�?����$��('(�$"�Die erste Vergasung in 
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*)�,����?�!� $"�(��%0��$�$#$!�(0$���!1'"$!�$��1�G$�!9���&"$���$%%��/�	!�
75;5.�0$�%('��� 1����A$"�(0$���(0�"�2�'!($���$(�('�!��1���!&(���D$�0C%�Kalen-
darium der Ereignisse im Konzentrationslager Auschwitz-Birkenau�(��(0$��$(9
($�E4� '!�7554�0$�%('������$�($"� (0$��$��'()��1��D$�0C%�����&!(��1� (0$�1'�%(� �%9
%'! .�,&(�0$�?�#$"�'(�(���$�$?,$��75373��!�����&!(��1������$?'�����&$:�	�0�"�
 '#$!� 0'?E� '!� -666� 0$� ��?$� (�� "�&,(� '(%� 0'%(��'���� �$��'()/� 	!� �!� '!($�#'$A.�
A0'�0� 0$�  �#$� '!� 755:� ,&(�A0'�0�A�%� ��$���)� &�"�($"� '!� -666.� ��$%%��� �$9
1$��$"�(��?)�%(&")�<�1�A0'�0�����$!�0�(��!%��('�!8�0�"����$��$"�'!�7555=�%(�(9
'! +>�

“If that first gassing did occur, it happened in December of 1941, or per-
haps in January of 1942, and it has no link at all with the massacre of the 
Jews.” <$?�0�%'%��""$"=�

	!�(0$�%�?$�A�)��%�"�$%�(0'%�$�&%'#$�B1'�%(� �%%'! .C�(0$����$ $"�$2($�?'!�('�!�
��('#'()��1�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C��$�'$%�exclusively��!�($%('?�!'$%/�

�%�	�0�#$�$?�0�%'D$"�'!�����$#'�&%�A���.;�(0$����0'#$%��1�(0$��&%�0A'(D�
�$!(������!%(�&�('�!��11'�$.�A0'�0�A$�$���$%$�#$"�'!�*�%��A.�����A�&%�(���$9
$%(�,�'%0�����?��$($�����&!(��1�(0$�,&'�"'! %�(0�(�A$�$�$�$�($"�'!��&%�0A'(D�
"&�'! �(0$�1'�%(�0��1��1�753-/��$(�!$'(0$����$%%���!���
�,$�(�G�!�#�!��$�(.�(0$�
!$A� ��(0�"�2� B$2�$�(C� �!��&%�0A'(D.� 0�%� %$���0$"� (0�%$� ���0'#$%� 1��� "��&9
?$!(��)�����1��1�(0$�0�?'�'"����'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%.C���.�%0����A$�%�).�!�!$��1�
(0$?�0�%� 1�&!"��!)� $#'"$!�$��1� (0$'�� $2'%($!�$/��&(� ��??�!� %$!%$�"'�(�($%�
(0�(.�'1�(0�%$�'!%(����('�!%���(&���)�$2'%($".�(0$�$�A�&�"�,$�"��&?$!(��)�����1�
�1�(0$'��$2'%($!�$/�

�0$� ��$%$!(� %(&").� A0'�0� �$�'$%� 1��� (0$� ?�%(� ���(� �!� &!�&,�'%0$"� "��&9
?$!(%.�1'��%�(0'%�$?,���%%'! � ���'!�(0$���(0�"�2�0'%(��'� ���0)��!"�%&���'$%�
&%� A'(0� �� %��'"� �!%A$�� (�� (0$� S&$%('�!� �%� (�� A0$(0$�� (0$� ���$ $"� 0�?'�'"���
B�&!�$�%C��1��'��$!�&�A$�$���0'%(��'�����$��'()/�

�0'%�S&$%('�!�,$��?$�?��$���$%%'! �'!�-66-/�	!�(0�(�)$��.���'(O�1�*$)$�.���
1��?$�� %$!'��� $"'(��� �1� (0$�
$�?�!�!$A%�?� �D'!$�Der Spiegel� <��?,&� =.�
A��($��!���('��$�'!�A0'�0�0$��"#�!�$"�(0$�(0$%'%�(0�(�(0$����$ $"�?�%%� �%%'! %�
�(��'��$!�&�A$�$���!"&�($"�$%%$!('���)�'!�(0$�%�9����$"�B�&!�$�%C���(0$��(0�!�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
Auschwitz im September 1941�<The First Gassing at Auschwitz in September 1941E�
�'!��$��� �
-66:=�'%�!$�$%%��'�)�%&�$�1'�'��/�

4� G/9�/���$%%��.�Auschwitz: Technique and Operation of the Gas Chambers. �0$��$�($�����%1$�"�
��&!"�('�!/ �$A�����.�75;5.��/�7;3/�

3� G/9�/���$%%��.�Die Krematorien von Auschwitz. Die Technik des Massenmordes.��'�$�.�*&!'�0�
7553.��/�37/�

:� �1/�'!�(0'%��$%�$�(�?)�%(&")�Auschwitz: The End of a Legend.�	!%('(&($�1����'%(��'����
$#'$A.�
�$A���(��$��0.����/.�7553.���/�4>1/E��$��'!($"�'!�
/�
&"��1�<$"/=.�Auschwitz: Plain Facts.��0$�
���!$%�
$#'$A.���%0'! (�!.��/�/.�-676.���/�7371/�

8 Auschwitz: le premier gazage.���'O��'%(��'%�0��!"$�D�$�.��$��0$?.�7555/�
> M�!(�$('$!��#$��G$�!9���&"$���$%%��N�,)����P�'$�	 �&!$(��(�����'��$9"&9��'%.�G&!$�7:.�755:.�'!+�

���P�'$�	 �&!$(.�Histoire du négationnisme en France.�W"'('�!%�"&��$&'�.����'%�-666.��/�833/�
; Special Treatment in Auschwitz. Origin and Meaning of a Term.��0$%$%�X��'%%$�(�('�!%���$%%.�

�0'�� �.�	��/.�-663/�
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'!� (0$� ���$ $"� �%� �0�?,$�%� �1� (0$� ��$?�(��'�/5��0�(.� '!� (&�!.� 0�%�  '#$!� �'%$�
A'(0'!� (0$� �11'���� 0'%(��'� ���0)� (�� �!� '!($�!��� "'%�&($.�A0'�0� '!($!%'1'$"� '!�
��#$?,$��-664�A'(0�(0$�'!#��#$?$!(��1����!�'%D$���'�$�.�"'�$�(����1�(0$�0'%9
(��)�"$���(?$!(��(�(0$��&%�0A'(D�*&%$&?/76�

�����"'! � (�� (0$� �&%�0A'(D�*&%$&?.� (0$� '!?�($%� ����$"� (0$%$� (A�� ��$9
%&?$"�  �%%'! � ,&'"�'! %� M�'((�$� �$"� 0�&%$N� <'!� ���'%0+�czerwony domek=� �!"�
(0$�M�'((�$�A0'($�0�&%$N�<'!����'%0+�bia�y domek=/��$��&%$�(0$%$�"$%' !�('�!%�K�
�%�	�%0����%0�A�'!�(0$����(��A��K�A$�$�'!#$!($"��1($��(0$���#'$(����&��('�!��1�
�&%�0A'(D.�	�A'���!�(�&%$�(0$?�'!�(0'%�%(&")��!"�A'��� '!%($�"���!('!&$�(��&%$�
(0$�$%(�,�'%0$"�($�?�B�&!�$�.C�,&(��!�)�1����$�%�!%��1�����'()/�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
5� M�'$���0��"$����1$��#�!��&%�0A'(D/��$&$����$!!(!'%%$�"&��0�!$&$��'��'�?����0'#1&!"$.N�Ost-

europa. Zeitschrift für Gegenwartsfragen des Ostens.�!�/�:.�*�)�-66-.���/�8479837/��1/�'!�(0'%��$9
%�$�(�?)���('��$+ M�&%�0A'(D/���'(O�1�*$)$�Y%��$A�
$#'%'�!%.N�'!+�The Revisionist.�7<7=�<-664=���/�
4694>/�

76� �1/�'!�(0'%��$%�$�(�?)���('��$�M�!�(0$��'�$�9*$)$�9��!(��#$�%)+���#'$(������ �!"��#%/��%$&"�9

$#'%'�!'%?N.�The Revisionist/�-<-=�<-663=.���/�7479745/�
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7/� �0$����$ $"��2($�?'!�('�!��1�G$A%��(��&%�0A'(D+�
��' '!%��1�(0$��$�'%'�!��!"�	(%��2$�&('�!�

7/7/��0$��$ '!!'! %�
�0$�����&!(��1�(0$�,$ '!!'! %��1�(0$����$ $"�$2($�?'!�('�!��1�G$A%��(��&%�09
A'(D��$%(%�$%%$!('���)��!�(0$�($%('?�!)��1�
&"��1��IJ��$ ��"'! �0'%�%&??�!%�
(���$��'!�,)��'??�$���!"��!�(0$�"$�'%'�!%��!"�(0$�$#$!(%�(0�(�A$�$�(��1����A.�
�%��IJ�"$%��',$"�(0$?�'!�0'%�#��'�&%���%(9A���%(�($?$!(%/�

�0�%$� "$�����('�!%� ��!(�'!.� 0�A$#$�.� �� %�$'!� �1� �0��!��� '���� ��!(��"'�9
('�!%�%��$!(�! �$"�(0�(�0'%(��'�!%�A0��%�$�'��'D$�'!�(0'%�1'$�"�?&%(��$%��(�(��'!9
($���$(�('�!%�A0'�0� ��$� !�(� �!�)� �&�$�)� ��!O$�(&���� ,&(� ��%��?&(&���)� $2��&9
%'#$/�	!�(0$'��$11��(�(����$�($�����0$�$!(��0��!��� ).�(0$%$�%�0����%�0�#$�0�"�(��
"'%(��(�(0$��&%�0A'(D���??�!"$�C%�%(�($?$!(%�'!�$#$�)���%%',�$�A�)/��0'%�"$9
1��?�('�!� 0�%� �$��0$"� (0$� ��'!(� A0$�$� K� 1��?� (0$� 0'%(��'� ���0'�� ��'!(� �1�
#'$A�K�(0$�%�1$%(�'!($���$(�('�!�'%�(��%�)�(0�(�(0$��0��!��� )� '#$!�,)��IJ��!"�
(0$�$#$!(%�0$�"$%��',$"���$��&�$�1'�('�!/���(0�& 0�	��?���!#'!�$"�(0�(�(0'%���(9
($��#'$A�'%�����$�(.��%�	�0�#$�"$?�!%(��($"�$�%$A0$�$�A'(0��!��,&!"�!�$��1���9
 &?$!(%.77� 	� %0���� �%%&?$� '!� (0'%� �0��($�.� �%� ��A���'! � 0)��(0$%'%.� (0�(� (0$�
?$$('! �,$(A$$!��'??�$���!"��IJ���(&���)�(��������$/�

�0$� %�$�'1'�� �'?��1� ���$�('! � %&�0� ��0)��(0$%'%� '%� (�� $2�?'!$� '(%� ��!%$9
S&$!�$%� 1��?� (0$� ��'!(� �1� #'$A� �1� (0$� ���!!'! � �!"� (0$� ��!%(�&�('�!� �1� (0$�
�&%�0A'(D� ��?�.� i.e..� (�� �%�$�(�'!.� ,)�?$�!%� �1� "��&?$!(%.�A0$(0$�� (0$� ��9
�$ $"�$2($�?'!�('�!���"$����(&���)�"'"��$%&�(�'!�(0$�'!%(����('�!��1�(0$�(A�� �%9
%'! �B�&!�$�%C��(��'��$!�&/�

7/-/���!&(���D$�0C%�	!($���$(�('�!�
	!�0$��Auschwitz�Chronicle.���!&(���D$�0��%%' !%�(0$���' '!��1�(0$�$2($�?'!�9
('�!��1�(0$�G$A%��(��&%�0A'(D�(��G&�)�-5.�7537/��!"$��(0�(�"�($�%0$�A�'($%+7-�

“The commander of KL Auschwitz, Rudolf Höß, having been called by the 

$'�0%1Q0�$� SS, reports to Berlin. Without any witnesses, Himmler dis-
cusses with him the technical aspects of the so-called ‘final solution of the 
Jewish question.’ As a result of this meeting, Höß is charged by Himmler 
with the execution of the extermination of the Jews at KL Auschwitz; he is 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
77� �1/�L’ “irritante questione” delle camere a gas ovvero da Cappuccetto Rosso ad… Auschwitz. 

Risposta a Valentina Pisanty.�
���0�%.�
$!��.�755;.���/�7--973;/�
7-� �/��D$�0.�Kalendarium der Ereignisse im Konzentrationslager Auschwitz-Birkenau 1939-1945.�


�A�0�(��$��� .�
$'!,$��75;5.���/�7681/��! �/+���!&(���D$�0.�Auschwitz Chronicle, 1939-1945.�
�/����(.��$A������7556/��'!�$�,�(0�,���%���$��� �!'D$"��0��!��� '����).�A$�"'"�!�(��$����$�(0$�
�&(0��C%���' '!����� $��$1$�$!�$%�(��(0$�
$�?�!�$"'('�!/�
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to present construction projects for the homicidal annihilation installations 
within four weeks. Himmler tells Höß that SS �(&�?,�!!1Q0�$� Eichmann 
of RSHA will give him the details when the latter went to Auschwitz in the 
near future.” 

�0$�"�($�'%�$!('�$�)���!O$�(&����,$��&%$�(0$�$�'%�!��"��&?$!(���!1'�?'! �(0$�
�$��'()��1�(0$��'??�$�9�IJ�?$$('! /�

�0$�"�($%� '#$!�,)��D$�0�1����'�0?�!!C%�1'�%(�#'%'(� (���&%�0A'(D��%�A$���
�%� (0$����$ $"� 1'�%(�$2�$�'?$!(��� �%%'! �A'(0��)���!�����$� O&%(��%���,'(���)/�
�0$�����$%��'�0?�!!C%�1'�%(�#'%'(� (���&%�0A'(D74������?$$('! �'!��'�0?�!!C%�
�11'�$73�'!��& &%(��1�7537.���(0�& 0��IJ����'?$"�(0�(�'(�(��������$�'!���#$?9
,$�/7:��0$�1'�%(�$2�$�'?$!(��� �%%'! �,)�?$�!%��1��)���!������$ $"�)�����'$"�
�&(�,)����Hauptsturmführer���'(D%�0�'%���%��%�'"�(��0�#$����&��$"�'!��& &%(�
�1�7537.������"'! �(���D$�0/78�� �'!.�(0$%$�"�($%���$�(�(���)���,'(���).�,$��&%$�
(0$�$���$�!��"��&?$!(%�(����!1'�?�(0$��$��'()��1��!)��1�(0$�(0�$$�$#$!(%/�

�'�0?�!!C%�%$��!"�#'%'(�(���&%�0A'(D���!!�(�,$�&%$"�'!�(0$��(($?�(�(��$%9
(�,�'%0��D$�0C%� �0��!��� )E� (0&%.� '(� '%� !�(� $#$!�?$!('�!$"� '!� (0$�Auschwitz�
Chronicle/�����(0$�%�?$��$�%�!.��IJC%����$ $"�(�'��(����$,�'!��.��%�"$%��',$"�
'!�0'%�B��!1$%%'�!%.C7>�"�$%�!�(����$���(0$�$�$'(0$�/�

7/4/�G$�!9���&"$���$%%��C%�	!($���$(�('�!�
G$�!9���&"$� ��$%%��� ��$!�)� ���!�A�$" $%� (0�(� �IJC� "$�����('�!%� ��$� �0��9
!��� '����)�&!%�&!".�,&(���?$%�(����"'11$�$!(���!��&%'�!+7;�

“According to his notes, Höß is ordered to come to Berlin ‘in the summer 
of 1941.’ His report contains a glaring improbability in that the 
$'�0%1Q09
�$� SS allegedly tells him: ‘The $2'%('!  annihilation sites in the East 
(Belzec, Sobibor, and Treblinka; the killing activities of these camps start-
ed only in summer 1942Z75[) are not in a position to handle the major ac-
tions envisaged (quoted from: Rudolf Höß, ��??�!"�!(� '!� �&%�0A'(D/�
�&(�,'� ���0'%�0$� �&1D$'�0!&! $!, edited by Martin Broszat, dtv-doku-
mente, München 1963, p. 237). Hence, an obvious anachronism on Höß’ 
side.” 

����(0�(��$�%�!.���$%%���?�#$%�(0$��'??�$�9�IJ�?$$('! �(��(0$�)$���753-+-6�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
74� Ibidem.��/�76;�
73� Ibidem.��/�77:/�
7:� �($#$!���%�&�)�<$"/=.�Death Dealer. The Memoirs of the SS Kommandant at Auschwitz.����?$9

(0$&%�����%.��&11���.��/�/.�755-.��/�-5/�
78� �/��D$�0.�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.���/�77:1/�
7>� �(�($?$!(�,)��IJ��1�73�*���0�7538�<��97-76E��($#$!���%�&�)�<$"/=.�op. cit. <!�($�7:=.���/�3-1/=�

�%�A$����%�0'%�%(�($?$!(��1�:����'��7538�<��94;8;=/�
7;� G/9�/���$%%��.�Die Krematorien….�op. cit. <!�($�3=.�!�($�74-��!��/�748/�
75� �0$%$���('#'('$%���$����'?$"�(��0�#$�%(��($"�'!���($�7537�'!��$�D$�.�'!�$���)�753-�'!���,',��.��!"�'!�

%&??$��753-�'!���$,�'!��/�
-6� Ibidem.��/�:7/�
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“In early 1942, Höß is ordered to report to Himmler in Berlin; the latter 
informs him that his camp has been selected to become the center for the 
mass extermination of the Jews.” 

��(&���).� (0'%� �'!"� �1� "�('! .� �%� 	� 0�#$� %(�$%%$"� $�%$A0$�$.-7� ��$�($%� 1&�(0$��
��!(��"'�('�!%�'!��0��!��� )E�(0$�?�%(�%$�'�&%��!$�'%�(0$�1��(�(0�(�(0$�'!%(����9
('�!� �1� (0$� %�9����$"� B�&!�$�� 7C� �!"� (0$� ,$ '!!'! � �1� (0$� $2($�?'!�('�!� �1�
G$A%��(��&%�0A'(D.�A0'�0.������"'! �(���IJ.�A$�$�(0$�"'�$�(���!%$S&$!�$��1�
�'??�$�C%���"$�.�A�&�"�(0&%�0�#$�(��$!�����$��(���"�($���$�$"'! �(0�(���"$�/�

7/3/��$,H��0��A���C%��!"�
�,$�(�G�!�#�!��$�(C%�	!($���$(�('�!�
�$,H��0��A�����!"�
�,$�(�G�!�#�!��$�(�A���$"��&(���?&�0�?��$�%��0'%('��(9
$"��!"���' '!���'!($���$(�('�!+--�

“According to Rudolf Höß, Himmler discussed the transformation of 
Auschwitz into an extermination site as early as June 1941. Is he correct? 
Did he have a conversation with Himmler in June 1941? If so, did they talk 
about the construction of killing installations at Auschwitz? And if they did, 
did Himmler mean, in June 1941, that this murder machinery was to be 
used to kill Jews?” 

���(0'%�S&$%('�!�(0$)��$��)�'!�(0$�1����A'! �A�)+-4�
“Höß’s  Nuremberg confessions seemed to close the case concerning the 
origins of Auschwitz as a death camp. But internal inconsistencies in his 
statements, as well as additional indirect but pertinent evidence, suggest 
that Höß reinterpreted events that had indeed occurred in the light of the 
ultimate outcome. Probably, he had a conversation with Himmler in June 
1941. Probably, they spoke about the construction of extermination facili-
ties at Auschwitz. But probably, in June 1941, those installations were not 
intended for the mass murder of Europe’s Jews. 
Let us look at Höß’s statements more closely. In his affidavit saying ‘I was 
ordered to establish extermination facilities at Auschwitz in June 1941’Z-3[ 
he also explained that ‘At that time, there were already in the general gov-
ernment three other extermination camps; Belzek, Treblinka, and Wolzek. 
(Sobibor)’Z-:[These camps, however, came into operation only in 1942. In a 
detailed account of the role of Auschwitz in the genocide of the Jews that 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
-7 L’ “irritante questione” delle camere a gas...,�op. cit.�<!�($�77=.���/�7461/�
--� �/��A���.�
/�G/�#�!��$�(.�Auschwitz 1270 to the present.��/�/����(�!�X���?��!).��$A�

����L��!"�!�7558.��/�->>/�
-4� Ibidem.��/�->5/�
-3� ��94;8;E��0$�
$�?�!���' '!���%(�($%+�M	�0�0�(($�"$!��$1$0�.��&%��((&! %$��$'�0($�&! $!�'!�

�&%�0A'(D�'?�G&!'�7537�D&�%�0�11$!N�K�A0$�$�M�&%��((&! %$��$'�0($�&! $!N�?$�!%�M$2($�?'!�('9
�!�?'(' �('�!%.N�!�(�M$2($�?'!�('�!�1��'�'('$%/N�

-:� ��94;8;+�M�&�O$!$���$'(�,$%(�!"$!�%�0�!�"�$'�A$'($�$��$�!'�0(&! %�� $��'!�
$!$��� �&#$�!$9
?$!(+��$�D$�.���$,�'!���&!"����D$�/N���M���D$�N���?��!$#$��$2'%($"/�	(%�'"$!('1'��('�!�A'(0�
��,',H��,)��A���L#�!��$�(�'%���?��$($�)���,'(���)/�
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Höß wrote later that year, he again related Auschwitz to other killing sites 
and again made the same mistake about the dates:Z-8[ 
‘Himmler greeted me with the following: ‘The Führer has ordered the Fi-
nal Solution of the Jewish Question. We, the SS, have to carry out this or-
der. The existing extermination sites in the East are not in a position to 
perform these intended major operations. I have, therefore, chosen Ausch-
witz for this purpose.’’ 
In June 1941 there were no ‘existing extermination sites in the East.’ As 
Höß insisted on various occasions that the conversation took place in 
1941, although acknowledging that he may have been confused about the 
exact words, it would seem plausible that there was a meeting in June 1941 
and that he was ordered ‘to establish extermination facilities.’ But how 
large were these meant to be and for whom were they meant?” 

�0$�%��&('�!������%$"�,)��A�����!"�#�!��$�(�'%�(0�(��IJ�A�%�����$"�(���$��'!�
'!�7537.�,&(�(0�(��'??�$�.��!�(0�(�����%'�!.�"'"�!�(���"$��0'?�(����&!�0�(0$�
$2($�?'!�('�!��1�(0$�G$A%/��$�A'���%$$�'!��0��($��;.�1���A0'�0� ��&���1��$�9
%�!%.� �����"'! � (�� (0$� (A�� �&(0��%.� (0$� B$2($�?'!�('�!� '!%(����('�!%.C� (0�(� '%.�
(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C�A$�$�'!($!"$"/�

7/:/���('! �(0$��'??�$�9�IJ�*$$('! �

'�0��"���#'"���$'(?�!�0�%�?�"$��!��(($?�(� (�� 1'2� (0$�"�($��1��IJC%� %&?9
?�!%�(���$��'!��!�(0$�,�%'%��1��'??�$�C%�(��#$�%�"&�'! �(0$�%&??$���1�7537.�
A0'�0�A$��!�A�1��?�0'%�"'��)/���$'(?�!�A�'($%+->�

“And Höss now dated the meeting as sometime during summer of 1941, but 
he could not remember exactly when. 
Himmler was not in Berlin very often during the summer of 1941, especial-
ly after the invasion of the USSR. It seems most likely that he actually met 
with Höss sometime during July 13-15.” 
	!���!�($.�(0$��&(0���$2���'!%+-;�
“Various attempts to redate this meeting have been off the mark. Höss 
could not have mistaken a summer-1942 meeting with Himmler for 1941 – 
first, because Himmler’s 1942 appointment book, which exists, contains no 
such entry, and, second, because Höss was already gassing Jews then. 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
-8� 
/��IJ.�M�0$��'!������&('�!��1�(0$�G$A'%0�\&$%('�!�'!���!�$!(��('�!���?���&%�0A'(D.N�'!+�,)�

�($#$!���%�&�)�<$"/=. op. cit. <!�($�7:=.��/�->+�M��!(���)�(��0'%�&%&����&%(�?.�0'%��"O&(�!(�A�%�!�(�
'!�(0$����?/��'??�$�� �$$($"�?$�A'(0�(0$�1����A'! +�B�0$��Q0�$��0�%���"$�$"�(0$��'!������&('�!�
�1�(0$�G$A'%0�\&$%('�!/��$�(0$����0�#$�(������)��&(�(0'%���"$�/��0$�$2'%('! �$2($�?'!�('�!�%'($%�'!�
(0$���%(���$�!�(�'!�(0$���%'('�!�(������)��&(�(0$%$�'!($!"$"���$��('�!%��!������ $�%���$/�	�0�#$.�
(0$�$1��$.��0�%$!��&%�0A'(D�1���(0'%��&���%$/CN�

->� 
/�/���$'(?�!.�The Architect of Genocide. Himmler and the Final Solution.��!��1.��$A������
7557.��/�7;5/�

-;� Ibidem.���/�-531/�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 75 
 

�

It is most unlikely that Himmler set the Final Solution in motion before 22 
June. Organizing the strategy for the ��11$!-SS and the �'!%�(D �&��$! 
must have taken a considerable amount of Himmler’s time, and he had to 
see how successful the initial attack against the U.S.S.R. would be. Himm-
ler left the capital for East Prussia on 25 June and did not return Z(���$�9
�'![ until 13 July. On 15 July he went back to East Prussia. At most he went 
to Berlin for one brief visit during August, though we cannot be sure where 
he was on several days late that month.” 

��$'(?�!�(0$!�"'%�&%%$%��'??�$�C%�(��#$�%�'!��& &%(�753-��!"���!��&"$%+�
“Dates in September are too late for the meeting, since the first test gas-
sing at Auschwitz occurred on 3 Sept. What is left is 13-15 July 1941.” 

��!&(���D$�0.��%�A$�0�#$����$�")�%$$!.������%$%���"�($��1�G&�)�-5.�7537.�1���
(0'%�$#$!(.�O&%('1)'! �'(�'!�(0$�1����A'! �A�)+��!�(0�(�"�).���"$(�'!$$�$%���$"�
1��?� (0$� ��?���!"� (0$� ($�$ ��?� '!1��?'! � (0$��� !'D�!(�����&(0��'('$%�A�%�
%' !$"�,)�Lagerführer���'(D%�0.�'!��IJC%��,%$!�$/-5�	(�'%���%%',�$�(0�(��IJ�0�"�
 �!$�(���$��'!.�,&(�'(�'%��$�(�'!�(0�(�0$���&�"�!�(�0�#$�?$(��'??�$��(0$�$��!�
(0�(�"�)�,$��&%$�(0$���(($��0�"�,$$!�'!���%(���&%%'��%'!�$�G&�)�7:/�

�$,H��0��A�����!"�
�,$�(�G�!�#�!��$�(������%$���"'11$�$!(�?$(0�"��1�"�9
('! /��0$)�%(�($�(0�(��IJ�A�%�'!��$��'!��!�G&!$�74��!"�73.�7537.�(��"'%�&%%�(0$�
$2��!%'�!��1�(0$��&%�0A'(D���?��A'(0���??�$���1�(0$�*�'!��11'�$��1��&" 9
$(��!"��&'�"'! %.46��!"��!�(0�(�����%'�!�0$���%��?$(��'??�$�E47�

“Himmler, too, was in town, to celebrate the fifth anniversary of his ap-
pointment as chief of the German police. Given his personal interest in the 
future of Auschwitz, it seems likely that the completion of the first master 
plan Z1�����!%(�&�('�!��1� (0$���?�[ was an occasion for him to chat with 
Höss.” 

�0$�"��&?$!(�A0'�0�(0$��&(0��%�'!#��$�'%����$(($��1��?���??�$��(���IJ�"�(9
$"�G&!$�7;.�7537.�A0'�0��$1$�%�?$�$�)�(����?$$('! ��1��IJ�A'(0�(0$�0$�"��1�
�$���(?$!(�	��1�*�'!��11'�$��1��&" $(��!"��&'�"'! %.����Oberführer��I�!$�.�
�!"� A'(0� ��??�$�� A'(0�&(� '!"'��('! � A0$�$� '(� (���� ����$/4-� 	!� 0'%� �����A�
B!�($%C��IJ�($��%��1���#'%'(�,)���??�$��(���&%�0A'(D�'!�7537�A0$!�(0$�0$�"�
�1�(0$��&%�0A'(D���!%(�&�('�!��11'�$�A�%�%('�����0���0($�.44�0$!�$�,$1��$���9
(�,$��7.�7537.�A0$!���0���0($��A�%��$����$"�,)��'%�0�11/��0$�?$$('! ��1�G&!$�
74973�(0&%��$�(�'!�)����&��$"��(��&%�0A'(D/�

�0$�?�%(� ���,�,�$�"�($� 1��� (0$��'??�$�9�IJ�?$$('! � '%� (0$�$1��$�7397:�
G&�)�7537/���$%%��C%������%$"�"�('! ��1�(0'%�$#$!(�'%�0'%(��'����)�&!($!�,�$/�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
-5� �/��D$�0.�Kalendarium… .�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.��/�76>�
46� �/��A���.�
/�G/�#�!��$�(.�op. cit.�<!�($�--=.��/�-73/�
47� Ibidem.��/�-;6�
4-� 

��.�:6-97977.��/�4>/��1/��$�('�!�-/-/�
44� ��??�$�����1'�$�$!('(�$"�M�$���0$1�"$���11'�$�
��&����'?������A���"$�����
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'! /���??�$�M��!"�"�($"���#$?,$��7538/��
�.����.�764.��/�-33�



-6� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

7/8/���('! �B�&!�$�%C�7��!"�-�
���� ��(0�"�2� %�$�'��'%(%� �1� (0$�0'%(��)��1��&%�0A'(D� � �$$� (0�(� (0$� %�9����$"�
B�&!�$�%C� �1� �'��$!�&�A$�$� %$(� &�� 1��� 0�?'�'"��� �&���%$%.� ��(0�& 0� "'11$�9
$!�$%�"��$2'%(��?�! �(0$?��%�(��(0$��'!"��1�#'�('?%�"$%('!$"�1���(0$?/�

�0$��11'�'����0��!��� )��1� (0$�Auschwitz�Chronicle� �$ ��"'! � (0$�%(��(��1�
0�?'�'"�����('#'()�'!�B�&!�$�%C�7��!"�-�'%����$�($"�,)�����('����)�������(0�"�2�
%�0����%�"$��'! �A'(0�(0'%���?�/������"'! �(��(0$�Auschwitz�Chronicle.�B�&!9
�$��7C�A$!(�'!(����$��('�!��!�*���0�-6.�753-/��0$��&(0���!�($%�1���(0�(�"�($+43�

“Gas chambers are put into operation in a Birkenau farmhouse modified 
for this purpose, this is the so-called Bunker no. 1.” 

�0$��!�)�"'%���"�!(�#�'�$�'%�(0�(��1�G$�!9���&"$���$%%��.�A0��?�#$%�(0'%���9
�$ $"�$#$!(�,)�(A��?�!(0%+4:�

“The ‘red house’, after its modification, was given the name ‘Bunker 1’ 
and probably began to be used for this purpose from the end of May 1942 
onwards.” 

	!�(0$��0��!��� '����%&??��)��1�0'%�,���.���$%%���A�'($%+48�
“In May Z753-[: Modification of a small farm at Birkenau. The gas cham-
ber of the Krematorium Z	[�is moved there because of the impending con-
struction work. The unit, which will later be called ‘Bunker 1,’ consists of 
two chambers, not equipped with mechanical ventilation.” 

�%�1���B�&!�$��-.C�(0$�Auschwitz�Chronicle��11'�?%�(0�(�'(�,$��?$���$��('�!���
�!�G&!$�46.�753-/��0$�1����A'! �$!(�)�1���(0�(�"�($����$��%�'!�(0$�,���+4>�

“In connection with the impending arrival of further transports of Jews 
who are moved to Auschwitz by the RSHA to be annihilated there, more 
gas chambers are installed in a farmhouse, similar to Bunker 1. It is situat-
ed to the west of Crematoria IV and V, which will be built later, and is des-
ignated Bunker no. 2.” 

��$%%���"�$%�!�(� '#$�����$�'%$�"�($�,&(����$�(%�(0$��$�'�"+4;�
“The ‘white house’, Bunker 2, is put into operation at the end of June 
1942.” 

	!�(0$��0��!��� '����%&??��).�0$��""%+45�
“in June Z753-[ another Birkenau farmhouse is modified to become a gas 
chamber. In the process, the delousing plants of the Degesch Co. of Frank-
furt a.M. are taken as a model (the chambers are arranged in parallel). 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
43� �/��D$�0.�Kalendarium… .�<!�($�7-=.��/�7;8�
4:� G/9�/���$%%��.�Die Krematorien….�op. cit. <!�($�3=.��/�35�
48� Ibidem.���/�7:31/�
4>� �/��D$�0.�Kalendarium… .�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.��/�-45�
4;� G/9�/���$%%��.�Die Krematorien…. op. cit. <!�($�3=.��/�:-�
45� Ibidem.��/�:-�
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The unit, later to be called ‘Bunker 2,’ consists of four parallel chambers 
with a floor area of 105 m²; it has no mechanical ventilation.” 

���%&??��'D$.�B�&!�$��7C�A$!(�'!(��%$�#'�$�'!�*���0����*�)�753-.�B�&!�$��
-C�'!�G&!$��1�(0�(�)$��/�

��#'! �$%(�,�'%0$"� (0$��0��!��� '���� �'?'(%��1� (0$� '!#$%(' �('�!.�A$�?&%(�
!�A�$2�?'!$�(0$'��'?��'��('�!%�A'(0'!�(0$� $!$�����&(�'!$%��1�(0$���!%(�&�('�!�
�1�(0$��&%�0A'(D9�'��$!�&���?���%�"��&?$!($"�,)�(0$�$2(�!(����0'#���?�($9
�'��/�

7/>/��0$�����('�!��1�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C�
�0$� ����('�!� �1� (0$� B�&!�$�%C� �(� �'��$!�&� '%� ��$%$!(�)� ��!%'"$�$"� �!� $%(�,9
�'%0$"�1��(+�(0$)�0�#$�,$$!�"$1'!'('#$�)�%'($"�,)�(0$��&%�0A'(D�*&%$&?��%���9
�$��%��!�(0$��11'�'���?����1��'��$!�&.��&,�'%0$"�'!���!&(���D$�0C%�Auschwitz�
Chronicle.�A0$�$� B�&!�$��7C� '%� ��,$�$"� M1. provisorische GaskammerN� <1'�%(�
($?�����)� �%��0�?,$�=.��!"�B�&!�$��-C�'%�����$"�M2. provisorische Gaskam-
merN36�<%$��!"�($?�����)� �%��0�?,$�=/�

�0�(�?���A'���(0$�$1��$���!%('(&($��&�� $� ���0'������'!(��1�"$���(&�$�1���
(0$�1����A'! �0'%(��'�����!"�"��&?$!(��)�%(&")��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%/C�	!����(��0�$$�
A$�A'����$��!�0�A�(0$��&%�0A'(D�*&%$&?����'#$"��(�'(%��A!���%'('�!/�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
36� �/��D$�0.�Kalendarium… .�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.��/�->/��1/����&?$!(�7/�
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“As for building gas chambers and crematoria, that was the responsibility 
of Office Group C, once such buildings had been requested by Office 
Group D.Z33[ The official path was as follows: Office Group D contacted 
Office Group C. Office C/I did the drawings for those installations, as far 
as the buildings themseves were concerned, passed them on to Office C/III, 
which took care of the machinery, i.e., the equipment concerning for exam-
ple the ventilation of the gas chambers or the gas injection device. These 
specifications would then be assigned to a private company, which had to 
supply the special equipment or furnaces. Further along the official path, 
C/III would inform Office C/V, which transmitted the order to the Central 
Construction Office via its Construction Inspectorate West, North, South, 
East. The Central Construction Office then gave the construction order to 
the Construction Office of the concentration camp concerned, which car-
ried out the actual project using detainees that had been supplied by 
D/II.Z3:[ Office Group D gave orders and instructions to Office Group C 
regarding space requirements and purposes of such buildings. The client 
for gas chambers and crematoria was, basically, Office Group D.” 
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“Taking into account the construction measures ordered locally by SS 

�&��$!1Q0�$� Pohl, and referring to your meeting with the head of Amt I 
and myself on 13 and 14 of this month, I inform you as follows: 
1) The construction measures listed below will be punctually registered by 
Amt II with plenipotentiary general for control of the building industry 
Z��$$�[ for the 3rd year of the war economy (1.10.41 – 30.9.41).” 

�0'%�'%�1����A$"�,)����'%(�%$(��&(�,$��A+�
“a) Completion of utility buildings 
b) 30 new accommodations for detainees 
c) Delousing unit 
d) Laundry building 
e) Admission building 
f) Gate building KL 
g) 5 watchtowers 
h) Extension camp wall and wire obstacle 
i) New-construction planning office with garages 
k) Headquarters building 
l) Sentry headquarters area 
m) Motor pool headquarters 
n) Housing headquarters staff 
o) Housing for 1 guard battalion 
p) Finishing of temporary officers’ club and officers’ housing in existing 
buildings 
q) Work camp for civilian workers 
r) Sewage system 
s) Water supply 
t) Road constructions and gardens 
u) Electrical installations, external.” 

��??�$��(0$!�%(�($%�(0�(�(0$�A0��$���!%(�&�('�!����O$�(�����&%�0A'(D���&�"�
!����! $��,$��$ '%($�$"�1���(0$�%$��!"�)$����1�(0$�A���$��!�?)�,&(.���!%'"$�9
'! �(0�(�(0$���?��A�%�(���$�$'#$�7;.666�"$(�'!$$%�,)��$�$?,$��47.�7537.�0$�
� �$$"�(��%(��('! �(0$���!%(�&�('�!���.�'1����$�")�,$ &!.���!('!&�('�!��1�(0$�1��9
��A'! �'($?%+�

“a) Adding upper stories to 14 existing accommodations for detainees 
b) Completion of utility buildings 
c) 30 new accommodations for detainees 
d) Delousing unit 
e) Laundry unit 
f) New-construction planning office with garages 
g) Motor pool headquarters 
h) Housing headquarters staff 
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i) Finishing of temporary officers’ club with officers’ accommodations in 
existing buildings 
k) Work camp for civilian workers 
l) Sewage system 
m) Water supply 
n) Roads” 
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“I. Agricultural constructions 
1. 30 to 35 horse-stable barracks for the temporary housing of ani-

mals, etc. 
2. 2 permanent cow-sheds for a total of 400 head of cattle 
3. 3 field barns and 4 temporary farm barns 
4. Temporary greenhouse of 3000 m2 
5. 4 storage buildings for potatoes 
6. Completion of Raisko building as a laboratory 

II. Erection of temporary buildings for Deutsche Wirtschaftsbetriebe 
1. Construction of a temporary bridge across the Sola river toward de-

tainee entrance, making use of temporary road overpass of road 
administration, to be dismantled 

2. Adding upper stories to 6 permanent detainee buildings 
3. Completion of 5 permanent detainee buildings and new construction 

of 15 detainee buildings to be used initially as follows: 
5 housing buildings as workshops 
5 housing buildings for storage 
5 housing buildings for the guard units 
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The distance between the permanent buildings will be 14 m edge to 
edge 

4. Laundry building 
5. Entrance building, detainees 
6. Water supply system 
7. Sewage system 
8. Bio-gas utilization system 
9. Finishing utility barrack, Kommandantur 
10. Crematorium In the POW camp 
11. 4 officers’ housing barracks 
12. Construction office barrack 
13. Roads as required 
14. Completion of existing houses and completion of one house for the 

commander of the agricultural units at Auschwitz.” 
�!�*���0� 7>.� '!� �$%��!%$� (�� (0'%� �$(($�.� �'%�0�11� (��!%?'(($"� (�� ��� �(&�?9
,�!!1Q0�$���$!D$�.�0$�"��1��11'�$�
��&�����L7�<%&�$�#'%'�!��1��������,&'�"9
'! ��11'�$%��!"�,&'�"'! ����O$�(%=��1����WVHA�(0$��'%(��1���!%(�&�('�!����O$�(%�
<�!"� Bauwerke=� %&,?'(($"� 1��� �����#��� (�� (0$� 
$ '�!��� �"?'!'%(��(��� 1���
��!(�����1�(0$���!%(�&�('�!�	!"&%(�)�'!�*'�'(��)��'%(�'�(��			/��0$�Bauwerke�
��$��'%($"�'!���,�$�7�'!�(0$����$!"'2�<�/�-::=�A'(0�&(�(0$�����$%��!"'! ���%(�
$%('?�($/�

�!�*���0�47.�753-.��'%�0�11���?�'�$"����'%(��1�����Bauwerke����!!$"�1���
(0$� ��!%(�&�('�!� ���O$�(� ��� �&%�0A'(D/� 	(� A�%� ��($�� ��?��$($"� ,)� 0�!"� ,)�
�""'! �!$A�Bauwerke�(0�(�0�"�!�(�,$$!���' '!���)����!!$"/�	�0�#$��$���"&�$"�
�'%�0�11C%��'%(�'!�'(%�$!('�$()�'!���,�$�-�'!�(0$����$!"'2�<�/�-:>=/�

�0$� M�2���!�(��)� �$���(� �!� (0$� ��!%(�&�('�!� ���O$�(� ��!�$!(��('�!� ��?��
�&%�0A'(D��L�N�A�'(($!�,)��'%�0�11��!�G&�)�7:.�753-.���#$�%�(0$����O$�(%��!"�
��!%(�&�('�!%��1�(0$��&%�0A'(D���?��&��(��(0$�$!"��1�(0$�(0'�"�1'%����)$����1�
(0$�A��.� i.e..�&!('���$�($?,$��46.�753-/��0$�"��&?$!(��'%(%�'!���"$��(0$�Bau-
werke��%� '#$!�'!���,�$�4�'!�(0$����$!"'2�<�/�-87=/�

�$(A$$!���(�,$��-8��!"�-5.�753-.��'%�0�11���?�'�$"�����%(�$%('?�($�$!('9
(�$"� M���O$�(+� ������?���&%�0A'(D� <����)'! � �&(� �1� %�$�'��� (�$�(?$!(=/N� 	(�
"$��(�A'(0������O$�(�1���(0$��'��$!�&���?���!"��'%(%�7-�Bauwerke.�(0$�1'�%(��1�
A0'�0�'!��&"$"��!�)�(0$�1����A'! �7;�'($?%+8:�

7/� 7/�7;-�0�&%'! .����#'%'�!%��!"��$�%�!���%(��� $�,������%�
-/�->�A�%0'! ��!"�(�'�$(�,������%�
4/�76�&('�'()�,������%�
3/�7-�'!1'�?��)�,������%�
:/�76�,������$�"$��,������%�
8/�4�A�%0'! �,������%�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
8:� M���0�,$!+���'$ % $1�! $!$!�� $���&%�0A'(D�<�&��01Q0�&! �"$����!"$�,$0�!"�&! =.N����.�

��!"����47<-=L;/�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 44 
 

�

>/�8�(�'�$(�,������%�
;/�4�&('�'()�,������%�
5/�77�&!'1��?�%(��$��!"��"?'!%(��('�!�,������%�
76/�78�(�����0�&%'! �,������%�
77/�-��$�"S&��($�%��!"�A�%0'! �,������%�
7-/����$0�&%$�7�
74/��'�$9?$%0�1$!�$��!"�A�(�09(�A$�%�
73/�����'! ��$((�$%��!"�%(�#$%�
7:�/�3���$?�(��'��
7:,/�3�?�� &$%�
78�/��$��&%'! �&!'(�
78,/�������"$��&%'! �&!'(�

�0$��(0$��Bauwerke���$�(0$�1����A'! +�
-/� ��($��%&���)�'!%(����('�!�
4/� �$A� $�%)%($?�
3/� 
�'����"�%'"'! �
:/� ��$�(�'���' 0('! �
8/� ����?��!"�($�$�0�!$�'!%(����('�!�
>/� �?$� $!�)���A$�����!(�
;/� �&,%(�('�!�
5/� ���$�)�
76/�����%0���0���.�4���?��,������%��!"�7�0�&%'! �,�������1���%&�$�#'%��)�

�$�%�!!$��
77/��'%'!1$%(�('�!����!(�	��!"�3�0�&%'! �,������%�1����'#'�'�!�A���$�%C�

��?��	�
7-/��'%'!1$%(�('�!����!(�		.�-�A�%0'! ��!"�-�(�'�$(�,�����%�1����'#'�'�!�

A���$�%���?��		/�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 4: 
 

�

4/� �0$�B�&!�$�%C�'!�(0$���!%(�&�('�!��1�(0$��&%�0A'(D9
�'��$!�&���?��

4/7/��0$���!%(�&�('�!�
$���(%��1�(0$���?�%��(��&%�0A'(D��!"�
�'��$!�&�

�0$�1'�%(�0��1��1�753-�'%�(0$�,$%(9"��&?$!($"��$�'�"�1���(0$����O$�(%��!"���!9
%(�&�('�!�A�����1� (0$��&%�0A'(D��$!(������!%(�&�('�!��11'�$/��0$�$� ��$� (A��
%$�'$%��1��$���(%�(0�(�����A�&%�(������$�'�($�(0$�1&���%���$��1�'(%�,&'�"'! ���('#'9
('$%/� �0$�$� '%.� �!� (0$� �!$� 0�!".� (0$� Baufristenplan� <��!%(�&�('�!� "$�"�'!$�
%�0$"&�$=.���?�!(0�)��$���(���$���$"�,)�(0$�0$�"��1�(0$��$!(������!%(�&�('�!�
�11'�$��!"�%$!(�(���11'�$�
��&���L���1����WVHA/��0$%$��$���(%��'%(�����Bau-
werke� &!"$�� ��!%(�&�('�!���� ���$�")�,&'�(.� %0�A'! � (0$� %(��('! �"�($� �!"� (0$�
"$ �$$��1���� �$%%�'!��$��$!(��%�A$����%�(0$�$%('?�($"���?��$('�!�"�($����(0$�
"�($��1���?��$('�!�1���Bauwerke����$�")�($�?'!�($"/����0�Bauwerk�'%�%0�A!�
$'(0$��,)�'(%�'"$!('1'��('�!�!&?,$�����,)�'(%�"$%' !�('�!�<e.g., BW�-3���??�!9
"�!(C%��$%'"$!�$=/�

�0$��(0$�� %$(� �1� "��&?$!(%� '%� (0$� %$�'$%��1�Bauberichte <��!%(�&�('�!� �$9
���(%=.�?�!(0�)� �$���(%� 1��?� (0$� 0$�"� �1��$!(������!%(�&�('�!��11'�$� (�� (0$�
��?����??�!"�!(/��0$%$��$���(%���!(�'!�"$(�'�$"�"$%��'�('�!%��1�(0$�#��'�&%�
,&'�"'! � %'($%� <Baustellenbeschreibung=� �!"� �1� (0$� '!"'#'"&���Bauwerke.� ��9
��! $"�,)���!%(�&�('�!����O$�(/�

�0$���!%(�&�('�!����O$�(%�A'(0'!� (0$�%���$��1� (0'%� �$���(�A$�$�M��!%(�&�9
('�!� ���O$�(� ��!�$!(��('�!� ��?�� �&%�0A'(D.N� M��!%(�&�('�!� ���O$�(� ����
��?���&%�0A'(D.N� M��!%(�&�('�!� ���O$�(� ��!%(�&�('�!� "$��(��&%�0A'(DN� �!"�
M��!%(�&�('�!����O$�(�� �'�&�(&�$��&%�0A'(D/N�

�0$�"��&?$!(%��1� �$�($%(�'!($�$%(�1����&��'!#$%(' �('�!���$�(0$�1����A'! +�
7=� ��!%(�&�('�!��$���(��!�(0$���� �$%%��1���!%(�&�('�!�A����1�����!%(�&�9

('�!����O$�(�����&%�0A'(D.�"�($"����'��7:.�753-.���#$�'! �(0$��$�'�"�
&��(�����'��7.�753-�<%$$���,�$�3�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�-83=/�

-=� ��!%(�&�('�!� �$���(� �1�*���0� 753-� <%$$� ��,�$� :� '!� (0$����$!"'2.� �/�
-8:=/�

4=� ��!%(�&�('�!�%�0$"&�$����!��1�*���0�753-�1�����!%(�&�('�!����O$�(����
�&%�0A'(D�<%$$���,�$�8�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�-8>=/�

3=� ��!%(�&�('�!�%�0$"&�$����!��1����'��753-�1�����!%(�&�('�!����O$�(�����
��?���1�Waffen����'!��&%�0A'(D��L��<%$$���,�$�>�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�
-8;=/�

:=� ��!%(�&�('�!� %�0$"&�$� ���!� �1�*�)� 753-� 1��� ��!%(�&�('�!� ���O$�(����
�&%�0A'(D�<%$$���,�$�;�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�-85=/�

8=� ��!%(�&�('�!�%�0$"&�$����!��1�*�)�753-�1�����!%(�&�('�!����O$�(�� �'9
�&�(&�$�<%$$���,�$�5�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�->6=/�



48� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

>=� ��!%(�&�('�!�%�0$"&�$����!��1�*�)�753-�1�����!%(�&�('�!����O$�(���!9
%(�&�('�!�"$��(�<%$$���,�$�76�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�->6=/�

;=� ��!%(�&�('�!�%�0$"&�$����!��1�*�)�753-�1�����!%(�&�('�!����O$�(�����
<%$$���,�$�77�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�->6=/�

5=� ��!%(�&�('�!� �$���(� �1�*�)� 753-� <%$$� ��,�$� 7-� '!� (0$� ���$!"'2.� �/�
->7=/�

76=���!%(�&�('�!� %�0$"&�$� ���!� �1� G&!$� 753-� 1��� ��!%(�&�('�!� ���O$�(����
�&%�0A'(D�<%$$���,�$�74�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�->4=/�

77=���!%(�&�('�!�%�0$"&�$����!��1�G&!$�753-�1�����!%(�&�('�!����O$�(�� �'9
�&�(&�$�<%$$���,�$�73�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�->4=/�

7-=���!%(�&�('�!�%�0$"&�$����!��1�G&!$�753-�1�����!%(�&�('�!����O$�(���!9
%(�&�('�!�"$��(�<%$$���,�$�7:�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�->3=/�

74=���!%(�&�('�!�%�0$"&�$����!��1�G&!$�753-�1�����!%(�&�('�!����O$�(�����
<%$$���,�$�78�'!�(0$����$!"'2.��/�->3=/�

73=���!%(�&�('�!� �$���(� �1� G&!$� 753-� <%$$� ��,�$� 7>� '!� (0$� ���$!"'2.� �/�
->:=/�

	1�B�&!�$�%C�7��!"�-��(��'��$!�&�%(��($"�1&!�('�!'! ��!�*���0�-6�����(�(0$�$!"�
�1�*�)�753-.��!"��!�G&!$�46.�753-.��$%�$�('#$�).�%�$�'1'���$1$�$!�$%�(��(0�%$�
'!%(����('�!%�A�&�"�!$�$%%��'�)�0�#$�(�����$���'!�(0$�"��&?$!(%��'($"�K��$1$�9
$!�$%� %&�0� �%� M�&!�$�.N���� MRotes HausN� L� MWeißes HausN���� %�?$��'!"��1�
B��"$�A��"/C���(0���& 0�$2�?'!�('�!��1�����$!(�'$%�'!���,�$%�7�(0��& 0�7>�'!�
(0$����$!"'2��$#$��%.�0�A$#$�.� (0�(�!�(���%'! �$�$!(�)���!�$#$!��$?�($�)�,$�
'!($���$($"��%� �$1$��'! � (���!)��1� (0$%$� B�&!�$�%/C��0'%���$���)� '!"'��($%� (0�(�
(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C�!$#$��$2'%($"��%�$2($�?'!�('�!�'!%(����('�!%/�

4/-/����(�'�'! ��2�?��$+���&%$���/�33�L�BW�48��
��A�"$�'%'#$�'%�(0$��,%��&($�������1�"��&?$!(��)�(���$%�,$��?$%��,#'�&%�,)�
��?���'%�!�A'(0� �(0$�� 0�&%$%� (0�(�A$�$� (��$!��#$�� �!"�?�"'1'$"�,)� (0$����
�$A� ��!%(�&�('�!� �11'�$� <��($�� ��� ��!%(�&�('�!� �11'�$� �!"� 1'!���)� �$!(����
��!%(�&�('�!��11'�$=��(��&%�0A'(D/��0$�?�%(�%' !'1'��!(�$2�?��$�(��,$��'($"�'%�
(0�(� �1� 0�&%$� !�/� 33.� �� Mbestehender RohbauN� <�!� $2'%('! � ,&'�"'! � %0$��=.�
A0'�0�A�%� �$,&'�(� �%�BW� 48�� �!"� �%%' !$"� �%� �'#'! � S&��($�%� (�� ���Sturm-
bannführer��^%��.�0$�"��1�� �'�&�(&����&!'(%/���(0�& 0�	�0�#$�!�(�'!#$%(' �($"�
(0'%� Bauwerk� '!� "$(�'�.� '(� ���$��%� '!� %$#$���� "��&?$!(%� '!� ?)� ��%%$%%'�!.�
A0'�0�	�%0�����'%(��0��!��� '����)+�
1&����2��#342$��$(($��1��?�(0$�0$�"��1����WVHA�(���$!(������!%(�&�('�!�

�11'�$� A'(0� �$1$�$!�$� (�� M��!%(�&�('�!� ��� ��?� 4�"� )$��� �1� A��� $��!�?).�
,&" $(�)$���753-�1�������&%�0A'(DN+88�

“modification of existing residential houses and modification of a house 
for head of agricultural units at Auschwitz.” 
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“Re: Crematorium II – �� no. 30 in POW camp. Lighting for construc-
tion works in Crematorium II and focusing of searchlights for night shift / 
guard unit.” 
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“For this purpose, we ask therefore to make available to the Camp Head-
quarters the cable – 4 x 6 qmZ?[ 1 KV – leading to Bunker I., Birkenau, 
which is no longer needed.” 

�!�*���0�-3.�7533.�(0$��$!(������!%(�&�('�!��11'�$��!%A$�$"��%�1����A%+�
“The Central Construction Office is willing to make available to the camp 
headquarters, for the sirens’ control line and on a loan basis, the cable 4 x 
6 qmm which extends from the provisional supply line to Bunker I, Birke-
nau.” 
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“In the spring of 1943, gassings ceased in the two bunkers after the new 
gas chambers and crematoria had been completed and were being 
used. Bunker 1 and the barracks erected next to it were demolished or 
disassembled, the local burning pits were filled in and leveled.” 
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“The company Topf & Söhne, incineration technical devices, of Erfurt has 
been given an order by this office to build an incineration plant as quickly 
as possible, in view of the fact that the Auschwitz concentration camp will 
be enlarged by a POW camp that will shortly be occupied by 120,000 Rus-
sians. The construction of the incineration plant has thus become urgently 
necessary in order to prevent epidemics and other risks.” 
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“Most terrible are the mass executions by means of gas in chambers built 
for that purpose. There are two and they can take in 1200 persons. They 
are equipped with baths and showers, but instead of water there is gas 
coming out of them. In this way, first and foremost are murdered entire 
transports of unsuspecting persons. They are told that they are going to 
have a bath, they are given towels – in this way, 300,000 persons have al-
ready perished. At first, they were buried in graves, now Z(0$�����%$%[ are 
burnt outside in ditches dug for that purpose. Death occurs by suffocation, 
because blood is coming out of the nose and the mouth.” 
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“Over the last few months, in the camp area were organized Z%'�[: 
1) Gas chambers have been installed in which the Jews (on average 1000 
persons per day) are poisoned.” 
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“Gas chambers: The first use of gas chambers took place in June 1941. A 
transport of 1,700 incurable patients was organized and ‘officially’ sent to 
a sanitarium at Dresden, but in reality Z'(�A$!([ to a building transformed 
into a gas chamber. This installation, however, turned out to be too small 
and not very practical. It was therefore decided to build 5 new gas cham-
bers at Brzezinka Z�'��$!�&[ some 7 km from the camp. Construction was 
terminated in April 1942. These 5 chambers are windowless, with double 
doors that have bolts, and with gas input and ventilation devices. Each 
chamber is laid out for 700 persons. A railroad has been laid out between 
these buildings, by which the corpses are taken to graves that have been 
dug in the woods nearby. Gassing of 3500 persons, including all activities 
before and after, takes 2 hours. Those gassed are primarily Bolshevik pris-
oners of war and Jews. Among the Poles, mainly the terminally ill.” 
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“On January 1, 1942, 2000 Jews were brought in. During 1942, some 
30,000 Jews and 15,000 Jewesses and children. Out of that number some 
3,000 and 7,000 Jewesses were registered on the numerical list. The others 
(including all the children) went directly to the �$ �%&! %��??$�. Z`[ 
The �$ �%&! %��??$� was used for the first time in June 1941. A 
transport of 1700 persons (incurably ill from venereal disease, 
�I��$�%�0A��0$Z]1��'�� �$�%�!%735[, wounded who had had their ribs re-
moved, patients with meningitis) was formed and sent to a sanitarium at 
Dresden (according to the official communication). Actually, they went to 
the building that had been converted into a gas chamber. It turned out, 
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however, to be too small and not very practical. Z�0$![ an installation of 5 
modern chambers was built at Brzezinka, some 7 km from the camp. Con-
struction was finished in April 1942. It comprises 6 Z%'�[ blocks (window-
less, with double doors and modern apparatuses for feeding the gas and 
for ventilation), each one for 700 persons. Between the buildings there is a 
narrow-gauge railway which takes the corpses to graves, each 4 km long, 
in the woods nearby. The entire area of the �9��??$� is off limits, anyone 
found there, unless on assignment, faces the death penalty (this goes also 
for the SS, the �$0�?��0(, civilians and detainees) Gassing of 3,500 per-
sons takes two hours.” 
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($�%�MEntlausung mit Zyklon-Blausäure in Kreislauf-Begasungskammern.N�0�%�
��?��$($�)��#�'"$"�(0$����,�$?��&(�'!$"��,�#$/��$�A�'($%+788�

“Not very far away from Bunker 1 stood another small farmhouse. It was 
whitewashed and had a floor area of some 105 square meters. To turn this 
building into a gas chamber was easy enough (after all, this had been done 
with Bunker 1 earlier on), and one could have squeezed some 500 persons 
into it. But Höß wanted the ventilation to be improved. He consulted Bis-
choff who showed him an article by Dr. G. Peters, the director of Degesch 
Co. (a firm producing Zyklon B), which described a delousing unit employ-
ing Zyklon B consisting of 8 small cells of 10 m² each arranged in paral-
lel.” 
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“Finally, the ‘white house’ was split into 4 small gas chambers of about 50 
cubic meters arranged in parallel. They were not equipped with mechani-
cal ventilation but were located in such a way as to catch the wind where it 
was most frequently blowing (north-south at Birkenau).” 
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“Every week, two transports on average arrive from Slovakia, from 
France, from the Z
&0�[ Basin and from the Government Z
$!$���[. The 
Jews from the Basin and from the Government are poisoned en masse; it is 
difficult for us to determine their number, but it is so enormous that it is 
impossible to remove the clothing after Z(0$� G$A%[ have been poisoned. 
Near the gas chambers, there are some 15,000 garments, these have to be 
removed every day by wagons. 
There are two places for poisoning: in the camp crematorium (capacity 
400 persons) and at Brzezinka where a few cottages of considerably great-
er capacity have been arranged for this purpose near the forest. The 
gassed are buried in large graves. A small train specifically built to facili-
tate those transports runs up to them. The Jewish civilians who have to 
load it are themselves poisoned after a certain time, others take their 
place. Among the garments, once Z(0$�G$A%[ have been eliminated, there is 
an enormous percentage of women’s and children’s clothes. On the latest 
transport from Slovakia (200 persons) there were some 80 children (the 
families were apparanetly used for work), they were poisoned at Brzezinka 
together with their mothers.” 
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,$���1� B �%��0�?,$�%C� <M�� 1$A���((� $%N=/��$%'"$%.� �(� (0�(� ('?$.������"'! � (��
��(0�"�2�0'%(��).�(0$�����%$%�A$�$�!�(�,&�'$"�,&(�'!�'!$��($"/�

3/-/��!��!�!)?�&%�
$���(�1��?�(0$��$��$(�
$%'%(�!�$�*�#$?$!(�
�(��&%�0A'(D�

�0'%��$���(��!�(0$��'#'! ���!"'('�!%�'!�(0$���?�.�"�('! �1��?��$�$?,$��753-�
���G�!&��)�7534.7>6�A�%�$!($�$"�'!(��$#'"$!�$�,)�(0$����%$�&('�!��(�(0$�(�'����1�
(0$��&%�0A'(D� ��?��  ���'%�!� <(0$������A� (�'��.� ��#$?,$�� -:� (���$�$?,$��
78.�753>=/��0$�%$�('�!�M�2$�&('�!%N�<MEgzekucjeN=�"$%��',$"�(0�$$��%%�%%'!�9
('�!�?$(0�"%/��0$�1'�%(�'%�,)�?$�!%��1��!��'��0�??$�/7>7��0$�%$��!"�?$(0�"�'%�
,)��$(0���'!O$�('�!%�'!�(0$���?�C%�'!?�($�0�%�'(��.� (0$�(0'�"�,)� �%%'! �'!�(0$�
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“The second killing center is the camp hospital. There were killed all those 
who had become so weak by diseases that, according to the opinion of the 
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camp commander, they were no longer fit for work. From time to time, a 
German doctor would inspect the patients and note their Z	�[ number. The 
next morning, very early, Z(0$� "$(�'!$$%[ were called out and killed by 
means of injections. If their number was too high, they would be loaded on 
a truck and taken to the Birkenau gas chamber. There are two of those, 
and they can accept 1,000 persons at a time. They are two residential 
houses, from which the inner walls and the windows have been removed. 
Only wide, airtight doors and small openings for ventilation have been left. 
On the inside, the chambers are arranged to look like a bath, from which 
they differ only by the fact that instead of water, toxic gas comes out of the 
showers. Inside, there is the track of a narrow-gauge railroad to take away 
the corpses. Between the two chambers, there is a barrack which has been 
spilt into two sections, one for women and children and one for men. The 
drawingZ7>4[ explains the rest. The transport Z�1� "$(�'!$$%[ arrives on a 
dead-end track, specifically laid for this purpose. It is received by the elite, 
persons devoid of any feeling. Their number is small, that is why there are 
30 of them. When the train arrives, the escort, which always consists of 
several persons, helps them. All luggage is placed next to the track. Then 
there is the separation and loading onto trucks. When strong persons for 
work are needed, 100 or 200 out of the 1000 are selected and taken on foot 
to the camps of Auschwitz or Birkenau. The rest are taken by truck to 
Brzezinka. In the barrack they must undress immediately, because they 
must go to the bath. For that purpose they are handed soap and a towel. 
After the bath they are to receive underwear and clothing. When the cham-
ber is full, the doors are closed and the gas comes out from openings 
shaped like a showerZ0$�"[. What then happens inside is difficult to say. 
After half an hour, ventilators are switched on, and after 45 minutes, the 
corpses are already loaded on the carts and taken away. Death occurs 
probably through asphyxiation, because all are bleeding from the mouth. 
Initially, the corpses were interred and created enormous tombs that con-
tained about 200,000 persons. Presently, they are being burned in trenches 
specifically dug for this purpose. In these trenches, a layer of wood is put 
down, then a layer of human bodies, then a layer of paper, more wood and 
another layer of corpses. When we come back from work, we see Brzezinky 
on fire.” 
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“In the crematorium, the walls are stained with blood – because the people 
who were overcome by the gas regain consciousness in the oven and 
scratch the cement with their fingers in defense before they die.Z7>:[ The 
same thing happens also with the open-air incinerations, where the poi-
soned victims remain conscious for some time in the cremation trenches. 
About these burning trenches there are legends – they are known as the 
‘Eternal Fire’ because they burn day and night.” 
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“Up to the month of September 1942, 468,000 non-registered Jews were 
gassed at O�wi�cim. Between September Z753-[ and June 1943 arrived 
some 60,000 Jews from Greece (Saloniki, Athens), 60,000 from Slovakia 
and the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, some 50,000 from Holland, 
France and Belgium, 6000 from Chrzanów, and 5000 from K�t, �ywiec, 
Sucha, Slemien and their environs. Of these persons, 2% are alive today, 
the other 98% were sent into the gas, mostly young and very healthy peo-
ple, and were burnt semi-live. Each transport arriving at O�wi�cim is un-
loaded, the men are separated from the women, then 98% (mostly women 
and children) are loaded haphazardly onto trucks and taken to the gas 
chambers at Brzezinka; after horrible tortures (suffocation), which last 10 
to 15 minutes, the corpses are thrown out through an opening and burned 
on a pyre. It should be stressed that before going into the gas chamber the 
condemned must take a bath. 
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Because of a lack of toxic gas, people are also burned half-alive. At the 
present time, there are three large crematoria at Birkenau, for 10,000 bod-
ies per day, which burn corpses all the time and are called ‘Eternal Fire’ 
by the local population.” 
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“As the crematoria are not able to cope with the number of people, the 
corpses were normally cremated in an open trench in a field near Birke-
nau, and for three days one could see nothing but towering flames where 
the corpses were being burned. More transports arriving from France 
were executed in this way. Brzezinka celebrated its record with the gassing 
of 30,000 persons in a single day.” 
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“Entire transports are sent directly into the gas, without any registration. 
Their number exceeds 500,000 persons, mainly Jews. Recently, transports 
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of Poles from the district of Lublin have gone directly to the gas (men and 
women). Children were thrown directly into the fire. Outside of Birkenau, 
there is the so-called ‘Eternal Fire’ – a pyre of corpses in the open air – 
the crematorium cannot cope. 
Lately, gassing tests in the open air are being carried out for – military 
ends.” 
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“In the crematorium, 5000 corpses are burned every day, but as there are 
more, the remaining ZG$A%[ are burned alive in the ‘Eternal Fire’ in the 
open air at Birkenau – the children are thrown into the fire alive.” 

�$�$.�(0$�(0�$$���$?�(��'���1�(0$��$���(��1�G&!$�76�0�#$�,$��?$���%'! �$��!$.�
,&(�'(%������'()�0�%� ��A!�$!��?�&%�)+�:.666�����%$%��$��"�)a��0$�0������%(�9
�)��1��$���$�,&�!$"���'#$��$��0$%�'(%��'($���)���'?�2+�(0$�#'�('?%���$�!����! $��
�'��$"�'!�(0$�B �%��0�?,$�%C�,&(�"'�$�(�)��!�(0$��)�$/�

3/3/��0$�
$���(��1�(0$�M���'%0�*�O��N�<G$�D)���,$�&=�
G$�D)���,$�&.��1����'%0��'('D$!%0'�.�A�%�,��!��(���,T�(HA��!��$�$?,$��7;.�
757;.��!"�A�%�'!($�!$"��(��&%�0A'(D��!�*���0�-8.�753-.�&!"$��(0$�!�?$��1�
G$�D)��$%�T�%�'.��$�$'#'! �(0$�	��!&?,$��->->4/��!��$�$?,$��75.�7534.�0$�
$%���$"�1��?�(0$���?�/��$(A$$!��$�$?,$��7534��!"�$���)�7533�0$�A��($���
�$���(��,�&(�0'%�B$2�$�'$!�$C��(��&%�0A'(D.�A0'�0�A�%��&,�'%0$"�'!��& &%(�,)�
�/��'�,$�%�0$'!�'!�?'?$� ���0$"�1��?/7;3�	!���#$?,$��7533�'(�A�%��&,�'%0$"�
'!��! �'%0� (��!%��('�!�,)� (0$�����
$1& $$�����".� �!��� �!'D�('�!�&!"$�� (0$�
�$ '%��1�(0$�G$A'%0��/�/��$��$(��)��1�(0$���$�%&�)��$!�)�*�� $!(0�&/7;:��0$�
�&(0����1�(0$��$���(�A�%����'?$"�(��,$���M���'%0�?�O��N�A0��A�%�'"$!('1'$"��%�
G$�D)���!�)�%$#$����)$��%��1($��(0$�$!"��1�(0$�A��/��0$����(�	�A'���S&�($�'%�(��$!�
1��?�(0$�0�!"A�'(($!����'%0��$���(��((�',&($"� (����,$�&.��1�A0'�0��!�)� (0�$$�
�� $%�0�#$�%&�#'#$".��!"�1��?�(0$�
$�?�!�(��!%��('�!�,)��/��'�,$�%�0$'!+7;8�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
7;4�M��D$ �d"�!�OA�j!'$O%D)�0�A)"��D$R�A����O&/�*$�"&!$��() �"!'�A)�D�"!/�->/��			�34��.N��/�

�?��$R�<$"/=.�op. cit. <!�($�73-=.��/�7-6/�
7;3��/��'�,$�%�0$'!.�Die Judenausrottung in Polen.�	k.���'(($��$�'$.�
$!$#�.�7533/�
7;:��2$�&('#$��11'�$��1�(0$���$%'"$!(.�German Extermination Camps – Auschwitz and Birkenau.�����


$1& $$�����".���%0'! (�!.��/�/.���#$?,$��7533/�
7;8���*�.��9
�L;;.�(/��.���/4--,94-4�/�Das Lager Oswiecim (Auschwitz). �/��'�,$�%�0$'!.�op. cit. 

<!�($�7;3=.���/�8>98;/�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 8: 
 

�

“The gas chambers. 
For the realization of these executions special gas chambers were installed 
in the wood at BZ'��$!�&[. They were halls that had no openings in the 
walls except for valves,Z7;>[ which could be opened or tightly closed as 
needed. They were built in the nature of a bathing establishment in order 
to divert the attention of the persons taken there. The execution was done 
in the following way: The prisoners who were destined for execution were 
checked once more and separated into those fit for work and those unfit, 
and then loaded onto trucks. Such a convoy consisted of 8-10 tightly 
packed cars. The condemned went along without a guard, because every-
thing happened inside the camp. Only an ambulance followed the convoy 
because the camp doctor, by reason of his function, had to be present at 
each execution. After arriving in the area of the chamber, which is sur-
rounded by barbed wire, the condemned had to undress, men, women and 
children together. Each one was given a towel and soap. Then everyone 
was herded into the chamber with many blows and ill-treatments. They 
herded in as many as the chamber would allow, then the door was tightly 
closed, and specially selected SS men threw Z'!(�� (0$� �0�?,$�%[ bombs 
filled with prussian acidZ7;;[ through the valvesZ7;5[ in the walls. Ten 
minutes later, the doors were opened and a special unitZ756[ (always con-
sisting of Jews) pushed the corpses away and made room for the next con-
voy. 
At that time, the crematoria were only being built, so that the small crema-
torium, located, by the way, at Auschwitz, could not be considered at all 
for the disposal of the corpses. Because of that, enormous trenches were 
dug, and the corpses were buried there, one on top of the other. This state 
of affairs lasted until about the autumn of 1942. As the gassing of the Jews, 
at that time, proceeded with great intensity, enormous corpse-fields result-
ed, with masses of Jews Z�)'! ����&!"[ just barely covered by a thin layer 
of earth. As the corpses putrified, vapors developed, and there was a hor-
rible stench of corpses. Because of this, in the autumn of 1942 all trenches 
had to be excavated, the decomposing remains taken out and burned in the 
crematoria (four of those had already been finished at that time) or else 
piled into enormous heaps, and those Z0$��%[ soaked with gasoline and in-
cinerated that way. The great masses of ash which resulted from this were 
moved away and strewn on the fields as fertilizer. Once the crematoria had 
been completed, the corpses were burned there, but even then, as the 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
7;>����'%0+�MA$!()��?'NE�(0$��! �'%0�($2(�0�%�M#$!('��(��%N.��/�77/�
7;;�M,�?,)�D��A�%$?���&%�'?NE�M*'(���$&%%$!%^&�$� $1Q��($���?,$!/N�	!�(0$��! �'%0�($2(+�M0)"��9

�)�!'��,�?,%.N���/�771/���&%%'����'"�]�0)"�� $!��)�!'"$/�
7;5�M��D$D�A$!()�$NE�'!�(0$��! �'%0�($2(�M(0��& 0�(0$�#$!('��('�!���$!'! %.N��/�7-/�
756�M%�$�O��!$���?�!"�NE�M�'!�%�$D'$��$%���??�!"�/N�	!�(0$��! �'%0�($2(+�M��%�$�'���%S&�".N��/�7-/�



88� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

crematoria could not cope, one had to resort to the old method and burn 
piles of corpses.” 
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“The Jews were thrown alive into gigantic concrete mixers and ground in 
a pulp. This material was used for road paving and the roads were there-
fore usually referred to as ‘Jewish roads.’” 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
757��1/��0�(� ���0%�7��!"�-/�
75-��1/��0�(� ���0�4/�
754��)���!���A�%�1&�!'%0$"�'!���!%�<
$�?�!+�Dosen=.�'!����'%0�puszki/�
753��(�($?$!(�,)�	%����� �!���0%0��!�<��'���(���& &%(�-7.�753:=/���97543.��/�-/�
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M%�$�'���&!'(N�<Mspecjalne komandoN=.�A0'�0�A�%�(��,$��?$���?�'!%(�)��1���9
(0�"�2�0'%(��'� ���0)�'!�'(%�
$�?�!�(��!%��('�!��1�MSonderkommando/N�

	!��!!$2�			��1�(0$��$���(��1���#$?,$��753-�?$!('�!$"��,�#$.�(0'%�,�")�
�1�?$!�A�%�%'?��)�����$"�M(0$��'#'�'�!�G$A%N� <M�ydzi ciwileN=/� 	!� (0$��!�!)9
?�&%� �$���(� �1� �$�$?,$�� 753-� ��� G�!&��)� 7534� (0$)� A$�$� ����$"� M$�'($N�
<MelitaN=/� �'(0� G$�D)� ��,$�&� A$� 0�#$� !�(� )$(� ���'#$"� �(� (0$� 
$�?�!� ($�?�
Sonderkommando.�,&(�(0$�<���'%0=�"$%' !�('�!�specjalne komando��!('�'��($%�
'(/� �%� 	� 0�#$� %0�A!� $�%$A0$�$.� #��'�&%� M%�$�'��� &!'(%N� "'"� '!"$$"� $2'%(� �(�
�&%�0A'(D.�,&(�(0'%�"$%' !�('�!�!$#$������'$"�(��(0$��$�%�!!$���1�(0$���$?�(�9
�'�/75:�

G$�D)���,$�&����'?%�(0�(�(0$�1�&����$?�(��'���(��'��$!�&�0�"����$�")�,$$!�
��?��$($"�'!�(0$�1�����1�753-E758�(0'%�%0�A%�(0$��$�'�,'�'()��1�0'%�%�&��$%/�

3/:/��0$�
$���(��1���1�$"��$(D�$��
��1�$"��$(D�$�.�,��!��(���!�#���!�*�)�76.�757;.�A�%�"$���($"�(���&%�0A'(D�
�!����'��74.�753-.��!"��$�$'#$"�	��!&?,$��-578-/��!����'��>.�7533.�0$�$%9
���$"�1��?�(0$���?��(� $(0$��A'(0�
&"��1���,�.�,��!��(��������!)��!��$�9
($?,$��77.�75-3.�A0��0�"�,$$!�'!($�!$"�&!"$��(0$�!�?$��1����($��
�%$!,$� �
%'!�$�G&!$�46.�753-�<	��!&?,$��336>6=/��1($��(0$'��$%���$.�(0$�(A��"$(�'!$$%�
A��($�����! ��$���(.�A0'�0�,$ �!�(��,$��'��&��($"�'!�*�)�7533/75>�	(�A�%�1'�%(�
�&,�'%0$"�'!�
$�?�!�,)��/��'�,$�%�0$'!.��!"���($��'!��! �'%0�,)�(0$�����
$19
& $$� ����"� (� $(0$�� A'(0� (0$� �$���(� ,)� (0$� M���'%0� ?�O��/N� �0$� �$���(� ��9
�$��$"��!�!)?�&%�)+�'(%��&(0��%�A$�$�'"$!('1'$"��%�M(A�����#��'�!�G$A%/N�

	!�(0$�%$�('�!��1�(0$��$���(�A�'(($!�,)���1�$"��$(D�$��A$��$�"�(0$�1����A'! �
�,�&(�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C+75;�

“At the same time the so-called ‘selections’ started. Twice a week, on 
Mondays and Thursdays, the garrison surgeon (camp surgeon) set the 
number of detainees that were to be killed by gassing and then cremated. 
The selectees were loaded onto trucks and taken into the birch forest.Z755[ 
Those who arrived there alive were gassed in a large barrack that had 
been set up for this purpose near the cremation pit, and then thrown into 
the pit and burned.” 

�0'%� �'(.� �%��$(D�$�� %(�($%� �!� (0$� ��$�$"'! � �� $.�A�%� M%$#$����?$($�%� "$$��
�!"�7:�?$($�%���! /N�
���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
75:��/�*�((� !�.�op. cit. <!�($�;=.���/�7679764/�
758���$?�(��'&?�	�.�A0'�0�A�%���?��$($"�1'�%(.�A�%�(&�!$"��#$��(��(0$���?���"?'!'%(��('�!��!�

*���0�--.�7534/�
75> Tatsachenbericht ueber Auschwitz und Birkenau/�
$!$#�.�*�)�7>.�7533/�
�.��
��87/��0��!�9

�� '����)�%�$��'! .�(0'%�'%�(0$�1'�%(��!�A!�#$�%'�!��1�(0$��$(D�$���$���(/�
75;� Ibidem.��/�76/�
755��0$�
$�?�!���' '!���0�%�M'!�"$!��'��$!A��"EN�(0$�!�?$��1�(0$���?�.��'��$!�&�<,'��0�?$�"�A=.�

'%�(0$�
$�?�!�$S&'#��$!(��1�(0$����'%0���D$D'!��.��$��($"�(��(0$����'%0�A��"�,�D�D��]�,'��0/�
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“38,000 – 38,400.Z-67[ 400 naturalized French Jews. These Jews arrived 
with their families. The whole transport consisted of about 1600 souls. Of 
these, some 400 men and 200 girls were admitted to the camp by the pro-
cedure described while the other 1000 persons (women, old people, chil-
dren, and also men) were taken directly from the railway siding to the 
birch forest, without any evidence or treatment, and gassed and cremated 
there. From this moment on, all Jewish transports were treated in the same 
way. About 10% of the male deportees and 5% of the women were admit-
ted to the camp while the others were gassed on the spot. Even before, 
Jews from Poland had suffered the same fate. For months on end, trucks 
kept on taking thousands of Jews from the various ghetti Z%'�[ directly to 
the pit in the birch forest.” 

�0$� �$���(� (0$!� �'%(%� $!��?�&%� $2($�?'!�('�!%� �1� G$A%� '!� (0$� M,'��0� 1��$%(.N�
%(�('! � ����!'����)�M�����(0$�%� �%%$"� '!� (0$�,'��0�1��$%(N����M%�?$�4666��$�9
%�!%�A$�$�  �%%$"� '!� (0$� ,'��0� 1��$%(N� ��� M(0$� �$?�'!"$��  �%%$"� '!� (0$� ,'��0�
1��$%(/N-6-�

“At the end of February 1943 the new and modern crematorium and the 
gassing installation were opened at Birkenau. The gassing and the crema-
tion of the corpses in the Birkenau Z%'�[ were abandoned and those proce-
dures were, from now on, carried out in the 4 new crematoria built for this 
purpose. The large pit was filled in, the land leveled, the ash had always 
been used as fertilizer in the camp agricultural unit at Hermensee 
Z���?$!%$[, so that today there is hardly a trace to be found of the horrify-
ing mass murder that took place here.”-64 

�0$�(A���&(0��%� '#$�(��&!"$�%(�!"�(0�(�(0$�%�&��$��1�(0'%�'!1��?�('�!�A�%�(0$�
M%�$�'���&!'(N��1�(0$�M,'��0�1��$%(.N�A'(0�A0'�0�(0$)�0�"�,$$!�'!���!(��(�&!('��
�$�$?,$��753-.�A0$!�'(�A�%�M$�'?'!�($"/N�

“On December 17, 200 Jewish boys from Slovakia who had worked, as a 
so-called special unit, at the gassing and the cremation of the corpses, 
were executed at Birkenau. Z`[ The unit was replaced by 200 Polish Jews 
who had just arrived with a transport from Makow. Z`[ This change of the 
special unit cut us off from our direct contact with this ‘worksite,’ with un-
fortunate consequences for our food supply.”-63 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
-66 Tatsachenbericht ueber Auschwitz und Birkenau.�op. cit.�<!�($�75>=.���/771/�
-67��0$�	��!&?,$�%��%%' !$"�(��(0$�"$(�'!$$%/�
-6-� Ibidem.��/�7-/�
-64 Ibidem.���/�7:1/�
-63� Ibidem.��/74/�
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&%$"�'!�M(0$���?��� �'�&�(&����&!'(��(��$�?$!%$$.N��!"�(0$�G$A'%0��&2'�'��'$%�
�%%'%('! � (0$� ��� A'(0� (0$� ���$ $"� 0�?'�'"���  �%%'! %� ,$��?$� (0$� M%�$�'���
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�0$�M�$�'�"'��
$���(��1�*�)�:�(��-:.�7533.N�A�'(($!��!�*�)�-8.�7533�,)�
�!��!�!)?�&%�?$?,$���1�(0$�%$��$(��$%'%(�!�$�?�#$?$!(��(��&%�0A'(D.���!9
(�'!%���%$�('�!�$!('(�$"�M�0$��$�(0����(��)N�<MFabryka �mierciN=�'!�A0'�0�A$�
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3/8/��!�!)?�&%�
$���(%�1��?�7533�
“Up to the spring of 1943, two small farm cottages at Brzezinka/Birkenau 
were used as gas chambers. All the windows had been walled up, and there 
are only a few hermetically closed openings and fake shower heads on the 
ceiling. It has to look like a bath! The truck convoys arrive, escorted by 
armed SS men who straight away push in a naked crowd holding their tow-
els, unaware and unsuspecting, and close the door hermetically. Through 
the openings they pour in a pulverized gas, from cans which bear the name 
‘Cyklon.’ The powder, oxidizing itself, immediately poisons the persons 
shut in. In order to consume less ‘Cyklon’ – a gas that smells like mustard 
– they first throw in other cans which absorb the oxygen of the air. The 
ventilator Z'%� %A'(�0$"� �![ and special ‘SonderkommandoZ%[’ throw the 
corpses into two enormous pits, arranging them in layers and covering 
them with calcium chloride. Because the pits fill up quickly, as early as 
summer 1942 the corpses were laid on pyres of branches and wood and 
burned with petroleum or gasoline. Children would be thrown directly on 
the pyres amid really terrible curses. A black and dense smoke infests the 
surroundings.” 

�0'%��$���(�(��$%�&��(0$���$#'�&%��'($���)�?�('#$%�A'(0��!$�'?���(�!(��""'('�!+�
'(� !�?$%� (0$� BA$���!C� K� M�)���!/N� 	!� (0'%� �$%�$�(� (0$� �&(0���?��$%� &%$� �1�
%�?$A0�(�S&$%('�!�,�$� '($?%��1� '!1��?�('�!.�0�A$#$�+���M�&�#$�'D$"� �%N-68�
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‘Sonderkommanda’N�'%.�'!�1��(.�$S&'#��$!(�(��M%�$�'���B%�$�'���&!'(%C.N����('�&9
����)� '!� (0$���&���/��'(0� (0'%� �$���(.� (0$� %'!'%($�� %(��)��1� (0$� �0'�"�$!�,&�!$"�
��'#$� ��?$%� (�� (0$� 1��$� � �'!.� (0'%� ('?$� (0$)� ��$� ,&�!$"� �!� �)�$%� <Mna 
stosachN=��!"�!�(�'!���$?�('�!��'(%�<Mdo�y spalenioweN=/�

�$%'"$%� (0$� M�)���!.N� (0$� �$���(� '!(��"&�$%� �!�(0$�� !�#$�().�A0'�0� ��($��
,$��?$%��!� $%%$!('��� $�$?$!(��1� (0$���(0�"�2�#$�%'�!%+� (0$���$!'! %� 1��� (0$�
'!(��"&�('�!��1� (0$��)���!��/���#'! � O$(('%�!$"�(0$�&(($��)�!�!%$!%'����%(��)�
�1�(0$�'!(��"&�('�!��1�(0$� �%�(0��& 0�%0�A$��0$�"%.�(0$��&%�0A'(D������ �!9
"'%(�!�A�0�"�(��'!#$!(��������'�($���$!'! %/�

�0$�M��$�'����!!$2�(�� (0$��$�'�"'���$���(��1�*�)�:� (��-:.�7533N�($��%�&%�
(0$�1����A'! ��,�&(�(0$�(��'��A0'�0�'!($�$%(%�&%+-65�

“Before entering into the gas chamber, everybody leaves the money and 
valuables they have with them at a deposit. 
They strip naked, checking all their garments, which will then be examined 
again for valuables that might be concealed in them. Now they go into the 
‘bath,’ i.e., the gas chamber, in groups of 1,000 persons. Nowadays, they 
no longer get towels or soap – there is no time for that. 
The two gas chambers work without pause and still do not manage to keep 
up. Between two gassings, there is time only for ventilation. Elsewhere – 
invisible to those coming in, of course – enormous piles of corpses are go-
ing up. There is no time to burn them.” 

�0$� �$���(� (0$!� "$%��',$%� (0$� (�$�(?$!(� �1� (0$� ����%$%� <$2(���('�!� �1�  ��"�
($$(0.��&(('! �(0$�A�?$!C%�0�'�.�%$���0��1�(0$�,�"'$%=��!"���!��&"$%+�

“The corpses will be burned only after having been treated and controlled 
in this way.” 

�%�A$���!�%$$.�$��0������ �!"��%(��)�(��$%��!�!$A��'($���)�$?,$��'%0?$!(%/�
�0$�!&?,$���1� �%%'! �0�&%$%�#��'$%�"$�$!"'! ��!�(0$��&(0��.�,&(�'(�$#$!(&��9
�)�%(�,'�'D$"��(�(A�/�
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(0$�$1��$�����$"�?&%(��"� �%�<
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“Because the crematoria are insufficient, trenches are dug again in the 
birch forest – as during the time before the crematoria were builtZ-74[ – 4 of 
them, Z$��0[ 30 m long and 15 m wide, in which corpses are burned day 
and night.” 

�0$�%�&��$�1��� (0'%�A$�$�?$!��1� (0$�%�9����$"�M%�$�'���&!'(.N�A'(0�A0�?�(0$�
(A���&(0��%����'?$"�(��0�#$�,$$!�'!�(�&�0+-73�

“According to a Jew of the special unit, Z`[ was told by the people of the 
special unit.” 

3/>/���!��&%'�!%�
���� (0$�?$?,$�%��1� (0$��&%�0A'(D� �$%'%(�!�$.� (0$� '"$���1� (0$� B�&!�$�%C�A�%�
(0&%� "$1'!'($�)� '!%�'�$"� ,)� (0$� "'%'!1$%(�('�!� ,&'�"'! %�BWe� :�� �!"� :,E� (0$)�
���O$�($"�(0$%$�'!%(����('�!%�K�%0�A$�%.� �%��0�?,$�%.�#$!('��('�!.��'"%�1���(0$�
#$!('��('�!� ��$!'! %� K� �!(�� (0$� ���$ $"�  �%%'! � '!%(����('�!%.� �,#'�&%�)�A'(0�
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“From my side, the propaganda material went to Cyrankiewicz who 
passed it on. From mid-1944 on we sent something at least twice a week. 
Now the Auschwitz tragedy went around the world. 
I think it is no exaggeration to say that the major part of the Auschwitz 
propaganda, which spread through the world at that time, was written by 
us in the camp.” 
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“As a member of one of the two groups, I was taken to the gas chamber 
called gas chamber no. 2, the other group was taken to gas chamber no.1. 
Z`[ The group brought in to work at gas chamber no. 2 was assigned var-
ious tasks by Moll. Twelve persons had to take away the corpses from the 
gas chamber – I was one of those; 30 persons had to load the corpses on 
the carts, 10 persons had to carry the corpses to the carts, 20 persons had 
to throw the persons into the pits, 28 persons had to bring the wood to the 
pits, 2 persons had to take gold teeth, rings, earrings etc. from the corpses 
– which happened in the presence of two SS men – and two persons had to 
cut the hair off the women in the presence of one SS man. Moll personally 
lit the pyres. 
After having worked for one day in gas chamber no. 2, I became sick and 
was therefore assigned to cleaning work and other jobs in barrack no. 2. In 
that barrack I worked until May 1943, then I was assigned to work salvag-
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ing bricks from semi-underground stores and from storage buildings in 
masonry that the Germans had blown up. I worked there until February 
1944 and at the same time for about two months in gas chamber no. 2 and 
a few days in gas chamber no. 1. 
The gas chambers 1 and 2 were located about 3 km apart from each other, 
in the area of the village center of Brzezinka which the Germans had 
burned.Z-7;[ The gas chambers were two modified houses whose windows 
had been hermetically sealed. In the gas chamber called gas chamber no. 1 
there were two rooms, in gas chamber no. 2 there were four. 
At some 500 meters from gas chamber no. 1, there were two standard 
wooden barracks, another two barracks stood some 150 meters from gas 
chamber no. 2. In these barracks, men, women and children had to un-
dress, they were then herded naked into the gas chambers, all of them to-
gether, with the help of dogs. In each of the rooms of gas chamber no. 1 
there were two doors; the naked persons entered through one and the 
corpses were taken out through the other. On the outside of the entrance 
door was written ‘To the disinfection’ and on the inside of the exit door ‘To 
the bath.’ Next to the entrance door there was an opening of 40 by 40 cen-
timeters through which the Zyklon containing the hydrogen cyanide was 
poured in from a can. At that time, the SS personnel wore gas masks. One 
can contained 1 kg Z�1� 0)"�� $!� �)�!'"$[. The empty cans were taken 
away by the SS. 
About 1,500 to 1,700 persons were squeezed into the two rooms of the gas 
chamber. The gassing operation lasted about 15 to 20 minutes. Gas cham-
ber no. 1 had a floor area of 80 square meters. The Zyklon was poured into 
the chamber by various SS men, one of whom was called Scheimetz. The 
removal of the corpses from the chamber, as I have explained above, was 
carried out by 12 persons taking turns, every 15 minutes 6 persons re-
moved� Z(0$�����%$%[. It was difficult to stay in the chamber for more than 
15–20 minutes, because the odor of the Zyklon, in spite of the open doors, 
did not go away. The clearing of the chamber took 2 to 3 hours. Z�0$![ the 
gold teeth were removed from the corpses and rings, earrings, and Z ��"[ 
pins were taken away, and the women’s hair was cut off. The pockets of the 
garments were searched for valuables, especially gold. An SS man was 
present when the women’s hair was cut. Five hundred meters away from 
gas chamber no. 1 there were four trenches where the persons Z%'�[ were 
burned, each one 30–35 meters long, 7–8 meters wide and 2 meters deep. 
The corpses were transported to the trench by means of five carts of a nar-
row-gauge railway. Each cart was loaded with 25–30 corpses. It took 
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about 20 minutes for a cart to go to the trench and back. Near the trenches 
110 persons worked day and night in shifts. In 24 hours 7,000–8,000 per-
sons were burned in the trenches. 
Gas chamber no. 2 had a floor area of about 100 square meters, each 
room – there were four – had two doors. Gas chamber no. 2 could take in 
2000 persons. Gassing took 15 to 20 minutes. The Zyklon was introduced 
into each room of gas chamber no. 2 in the same way as for gas chamber 
no. 1. The removal of the corpses did not take more than two hours, be-
cause all the doors could be used and, moreover, the narrow-gauge rail-
way passed along both sides of gas chamber no. 2, near the doors. With 
this railway, the corpses were taken to the trenches on 7 to 8 carts. At 150 
meters from chamber no. 2, there were six trenches of the same dimensions 
as those near chamber no. 1. About 110–120 persons emptied the chamber 
and burned the corpses. Over 24 hours, all the trenches of chamber 2 
could burn no fewer than 10,000 persons. On average, in the ten trenches, 
no Z1$A$��(0�![ 17,000 to 18,000 persons were burned in 24 hours, but on 
certain occasions the number of persons burned reached 27,000 to 28,000; 
they had come from various countries and had different nationalities, pri-
marily Jewish Z!�('�!��'()[. To obtain a good combustion in the pyres, 
when lighting, a liquid – low-grade gasoline – was poured on, but also 
human fat. The human fat came from the trenches, in which the persons 
were burning, by means of a small channel that went to another small 
trench, into which the fat would flow; it was then recovered by the SS. In 
February 1944 I was sent to work at crematorium no. 4.” 

�0$��'��'! ���('#'()��1�M �%��0�?,$��!�/�-N�'!�7533�'%�"$%��',$"�,)�(0$�A'(!$%%�
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“In each crematorium there were gas chambers and simultaneously gas 
chamber no. 2 was in operation, from which the corpses went to the 
trenches to be burned. Gas chamber no. 2 worked mainly when there were 
6 to 7 transports of persons, then the corpses were burnt on pyres, in addi-
tion to the crematoria” 
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“We were led into a forest where there was a brick cottage with a straw-
thatched roof. The windows were walled up. The door leading into the 
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house had a metal plate with the inscription ‘Hochspannung – Lebens-
gefahr’ Z0' 0�#��(� $�K�"�! $���1�"$�(0[. At about 30 to 40 meters from this 
cottage stood two wooden barracks. On the other side of the house there 
were four trenches, 30 m long, 7 m wide, and 3 m deep. Z`[ Once we had 
taken out all the corpses from this house, we had to clean it up meticulous-
ly, wash the floor with water, sprinkle the floor with sawdust, and white-
wash the walls. 
The inside of the house was split into four rooms by means of partitions. 
One of them could take in 1,200 naked persons, the second 700, the third 
400, and the fourth 200 to 250. The first one, which was the largest, had 
two little windows in the wall. The other three had only one. These little 
windows were closed with wooden shutters. Each room was accessible by 
means of a separate entrance. On the entrance door there was the plate of 
which I have already spoken, with the inscription ‘Hochspannung – Le-
bensgefahr.’ This inscription was visible only when the entrance door was 
closed. When the door stood open, it could not be seen, instead, there was 
another sign ‘Zum Baden’ Z(��(0$�,�(0[. The victims destined for the gas-
sing saw another sign on the exit door of the chamber which said ‘Zur 
Desinfektion’ Z(��(0$�"'%'!1$�('�![. Of course, behind the door with this in-
scription there was no disinfection at all, because this was the exit door 
from the chamber, through which we pulled out the corpses into the yard. 
Each room had a separate exit door. The chamber that I have described 
has been faithfully drawn on the basis of my testimony by the engineer Jan 
Nosal from O�wi�cim. This chamber was designated Bunker no. 2. In addi-
tion to it, at a distance of about 500 meters, there was another chamber, 
identified as Bunker no. 1. This, too, was a brick house, but it was divided 
into only two rooms, which could take in a total of fewer than 2,000 naked 
persons. These rooms had only one entrance door and one little win-
dow.Z---[ Not far from Bunker no. 1 there was a barn and two barracks. The 
trenches were very far away, a narrow-gauge railway led to them. Z`[ 
Bunker no. 1 was dismantled completely as early as 1943. After the con-
struction of crematorium no. 2 at Brzezinka, the barracks near Bunker no. 
2 were dismantled as well and the trenches filled in. The Bunker itself, 
however, remained until the end and, after a long period of inactivity, was 
put back into operation for the gassing of the Hungarian Jews. Then new 
barracks were built and new trenches were dug. Z`[ 
The capacity of Bunkers no. 1 and 2 was about 4,000 persons. Bunker no. 
2 could contain, at one time, over 2,000 persons, and Bunker no. 1 fewer 
than 2,000 persons. 
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In 1943, we were transferred from the women’s camp to camp BIId, and 
were first housed in Block 13 and then in Block 11. In the fall of that year, 
I think, I was again employed at the ‘Sonderkommando.’ Between the work 
at the Bunkers Z�!"�(0$�!$A�O�,[ I was assigned to the ‘Abbruchkomman-
do’ Z"$?��'('�!�"$(�'�[.” 
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“I was taken to the gas chamber called gas chamber no. 2.” 
	!�(0$����'%0�"$��%'('�!.�(0$�($�?�1���(0$%$����$ $"�$2($�?'!�('�!�'!%(����('�!%�
,$��?$%�B�&!�$�+C�

“This chamber was designated Bunker no. 2. In addition to it, at a distance of 
about 500 meters, there was another chamber, indicated as Bunker no. 1.” 
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�$!�$�(0$����$ $"�B�11'�'��C�"$%' !�('�!%��1�B�&!�$��7C��!"�B�&!�$��-.C�A0$�$�
(0$� ($�?� B�&!�$�C� A�%� %'?��)� (��$!� 1��?� (0$� ($�?� %�?$('?$%� &%$"� 1��� (0$�
,&'�"'! ��1�(0$���"���$?�(��'&?��1�(0$�?�'!���?�.�A0'�0�,$1��$�����"�����		�
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�%%' !$"�(��(0$�%�9����$"�B%�$�'���&!'(C�'!�$���)�G&!$.�(0$�($�?�B�&!�$�C�"$%' 9
!�($".�'!�1��(.��!�)�(0$����$ $"�%$?'9&!"$� ��&!"� �%��0�?,$�%��1���$?�(��'��
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“In Crematoria III and IV Z]� 	�� �!"� �� '!� (�"�)C%� !&?,$�'! [, the gas 
chambers were smaller than those of Crematoria I and II Z]�		��!"�			� '!�
(�"�)C%�!&?,$�'! [. These crematoria were of a new kind: they could ac-
commodate a transport of 3,000 persons. This Bunker was some 50 m long 
and divided into two parts. In this Bunker, there was a bath with showers 
and faucets, and a normal person entering it could believe that it was, in-
deed, a bath,Z`[.” 
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“When the crematorium did not yet exist, there was Z�(��'��$!�&[ a little 
white house, a barrack.” 
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“In each of the rooms of gas chamber no. 1 there were two doors; the na-
ked persons entered through one and the corpses were taken out through 
the other.” 

���'%0�"$��%'('�!+--;�
“In addition to it, at a distance of about 500 meters, there was another 
chamber, indicated as Bunker no. 1. This, too, was a brick house, but it 
was divided into only two rooms, which could take in a total of fewer than 
2000 naked persons. These rooms had only one entrance door and one lit-
tle window.” 

�!�(0$�����$%��!"'! �"��A'! .�(��.�(0$�(A�� �%��0�?,$�%��1�B�&!�$��7C�0�#$�
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��#'$(�"$��%'('�!+--5�

“At some 500 meters from gas chamber no. 1, there were two standard 
wooden barracks.” 

���'%0�"$��%'('�!+-46�
“Not far from Bunker no. 1 there was a barn and two barracks. The 
trenches were very far away Z`[” 
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“The gas chambers were two modified houses, whose windows had been 
hermetically sealed.” 

���'%0�"$��%'('�!+-44�
“The windows were walled up.” 

-=��������%�
��#'$(�"$��%'('�!+-43�

“Z`[ another two barracks stood at some 150 meters from gas chamber 
no. 2.” 

���'%0�"$��%'('�!+-4:�
“At about 30 to 40 meters from this cottage stood two wooden barracks.” 

4=���$!�0$%�
��#'$(�"$��%'('�!+-48�

“At 150 meters from chamber no. 2 there were six trenches of the same 
dimensions as those near chamber no. 1.” 

���'%0�"$��%'('�!+-4>�
“On the other side of the house there were four trenches, 30 m long, 7 m 
wide and 3 m deep.” 

	!� (0$� ��#'$(� "$��%'('�!� (0$%$� (�$!�0$%� ��$� 46� (�� 4:�?$($�%� ��! .� >� (�� ;�?�
A'"$.��!"�-�?�"$$�/�
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“Gas chamber no. 2 could take in 2,000 persons.” 
���'%0�"$��%'('�!+-45�
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“One of them Z(0$� ���?%[ could take in 1,200 naked persons, the second 
700, the third 400, and the fourth 200 to 250.” 

�(�?�2'?&?.�(0$!.�(0$�1�&�����?%��1�B�&!�$��-C���&�"���!(�'!�-.:66�(��-.::6�
�$�%�!%/�
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��#'$(�"$��%'('�!+-36�

“The gas chambers 1 and 2 were located about 3 km apart from each oth-
er.” 

���'%0�"$��%'('�!+-37�
“In addtion to it, at a distance of about 500 meters, there was another 
chamber, indicated as Bunker no. 1.” 
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“Over 24 hours, all the trenches could burn no fewer than 10,000 per-
sons. On average, in the ten trenches, Z!��1$A$��(0�![ 17,000 to 18,000 
persons were burned in 24 hours, but on certain occasions the number 
of persons burned reached 27,000 to 28,000.” 
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“This Block was a closed one, and, different from the other Blocks, was 
surrounded by a wall. They did not want us to communicate with the de-
tainees in another Block.” 
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1'$"� �!"� "$%��',$"/� �0$� M�'($�*��� �1���$�� �1� 	!($�$%(� ��!�$!(��('�!� ��?��
�&%�0A'(D���/�7>44N��1���(�,$��:.�753-.� %0�A%� (0�(����%$�,)� (0$�0�&%$.� (��
(0$�A$%(.�(0$�$�A$�$���%��(A��,��!%��!"��!�(0$����� $��0�&%$�A'(0'!�����"'&%��1�
36�?$($�%�<%$$��$�('�!�>/-=/��('��.���� �!��11'�?%�(0�(�M'!�(0$�#'�'!'()��1��&!9
�$��7.N��%'"$�1��?�(0$�(A��,������%����$ $"�)�,&'�(�,)�(0$��$!(������!%(�&�('�!�
�11'�$.�(0$�$�A�%��!�)��!$�%?����,��!/�

	(�'%�(�&$�(0�(�0$�%�)%�0$�,$ �!�0'%���('#'()�'!�(0$�%�9����$"�B%�$�'���&!'(C��!�
�$�$?,$��77.�753-.�A0'�$�(0$�?���"�($%�1��?���(�,$��:.�753-.��!"�(0$�%'(&�9
('�!�?�)�0�#$��0�! $"�'!�(0$�'!($�'?/��&(�'(�'%���%��(�&$�(0�(�B�&!�$��7C�'%�%�'"�
(��0�#$�%(��($"�'(%����$ $"�$2($�?'!�('�!���('#'()�'!�$'(0$��*���0����*�)�753-/�
�$!�$.� (0$�$� ��$� (A����%%','�'('$%+� $'(0$�� (0$� %'(&�('�!��0�! $"��1($����(�,$��
753-.�'!�A0'�0���%$�(0$��$!(������!%(�&�('�!��11'�$�A�&�"�0�#$��$1(�(0$�(A��
,��!%��!"�(0$��(0$��0�&%$�'!(��(�1���1'#$����%$#$!�?�!(0%��!"�(0$!�%&""$!�).�
1���%�?$�?)%($�'�&%��$�%�!.�0�#$�"$?��'%0$"��!$�,��!��!"�(0$�0�&%$.����$�%$�
(0$�%'(&�('�!�"'"�!�(��0�! $�K�,&(�'!�(0�(���%$��D��?����� �!�!$#$��%$(�1��(�'!�
(0$���$���1�B�&!�$��7/C��0'�0��1�(0$�(A����%%','�'('$%�'%�(0$�����$�(��!$�'%�'?9
?$"'�($�)�$#'"$!(�1��?�(0$�1��(�(0�(�(0$�A'(!$%%�A�%�&!�,�$�(������($�B�&!�$��
7C�<���B�&!�$��-C�$'(0$�=����(��0$���(0$���#'$(�'!#$%(' �('#$���??'%%'�!�A'(0�
����('! � (0$?� <%$$� �$�('�!� >/-=.� $#$!� (0�& 0� K� �%� ���'%0� 0'%(��'�!� �!"�D$O�
�(�D$�$��'�($��%�&%�K�0$�A�%���$%$!(�"&�'! �'(%�����$$"'! %/-86�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
-:5��1/����&?$!(%�;��!"�5/�
-86��/��(�D$�$��'.�M�#��&�D'�!$.��'S&'"�D'�!$�$��',$��D'�!$�"$����?��.N�'!��/��'�$�.��/�eA'$,�����

<$"%/=.�op. cit. <!�($�-7:=.��/�-:5/�
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8/7/��'(!$%%$%��0���(�)$"�,$0'!"��(��&%�0A'(D�
�'(0��D��?����� �!C%�����&!(%.�(0$�,���������� �!"���,�&(�(0$�B�&!�$�%C�!��
"�&,(���0'$#$"�'(%��'($���)��'!!���$.���($��(��,$���'%$"�,)���(0�"�2�������&%(�
0'%(��'�!%�(��(0$��$#$���1�B$%(�,�'%0$"�0'%(��'����1��(/C��&�'! �(0$�1'�%(�?�!(0%�
�1� 753:.� 0�A$#$�.� $#$!� �(��&%�0A'(D.� (0$� B�&!�$�� ����� �!"�C�A�%� �!�A!�
�!�)�(����%?�����'���$��1�"$(�'!$$%/�

�!�*���0�3.�753:.�1�&��$?'!$!(�&!'#$�%'()����1$%%��%�K�*�!%1$�"�
$D���1�
�&"��$%(9�$�%.� �$�(0��"� ��%($'!� �1� ��� &$.� ��&!�� �'%�0$�� �1� ��� &$.� �!"�
�$!�'� �'?�&%'!� �1� ��$�?�!(9�$���!"� K� �$��$%$!('! � %�?$� 3.666� "$(�'!$$%�
A0�?� (0$� ��#'$(%� 0�"� �',$��($"� �(��&%�0A'(D.� �&,�'%0$"� �� 1�&�9�� $� ���$���
$!('(�$"� MAn die internationale ÖffentlichkeitN� <��� (0$� 	!($�!�('�!��� �&,�'�=/�
�0$� �'?� �1� (0'%� ���$��� A�%� (�� �&,�'�'D$� (0$� ($��',�$� ��'?$%� ��??'(($"� �(�
�&%�0A'(D� ,)� (0$� 
$�?�!� MBestien in MenschengestaltN� <,$�%(%� '!� 0&?�!�
1��?=/�	�S&�($�0$�$�	($?�"=��1�(0$����$���"$��'! �A'(0�(0$����$ $"�$2($�?'!�9
('�!%�,)�?$�!%��1� �%+-87�

“The greatest number of murders was, however, attained when the gas-
sings started, in 1941. In succession, 5 crematoria were built, which also 
contained the gas chambers. People of all nations were gassed without dis-
tinction as to sex or age. For the gassings that were realized by means of 
Cyklon-gas, the detainees were selected from the Auschwitz main camp 
and the 36 subsidiary camps. Not only the severely ill were taken from the 
infirmaries, but, on the contrary, mostly slightly ill patients. Then, at will, 
people were screened from the various work units. It often happened that 
entire work units were seized, such as the lumberyard, removed from their 
workplace and transported to the Birkenau subcamp, where the gas cham-
bers and crematoria were located. Gassings of an unimaginable scope oc-
curred on the arrival of transports of deportees from the countries of 
France, Belgium, Holland, Greece, Italy, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Ger-
many, the Polish camps, and Norway. When the trains arrived, the depor-
tees had to pass in front of the camp doctor or the camp commander, who 
pointed with his thumb either to the right or to the left. Left meant death by 
gassing. Transports comprising some 1,500 persons usually sent 12 or 13 
hundred into the gas. The percentage of people meant to survive was rarely 
greater. It happened that the SS doctors Mengele and Thilo would whistle 
a tune while doing the selection. 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
-87�
�
�.�>6-7976;938.��/�5/�
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The people meant to be gassed had to undress in front of the gas chambers, 
to be whipped into the gas chambers. Then the doors were closed and the 
gassings were carried out. After 8 minutes – death occurred after 4 
minutes – the chambers were opened and the corpses taken out by a specif-
ically assigned special unit and taken to the various hearths of the crema-
toria that burned day and night. At the time of the Hungarian transports, 
the ovens did not suffice, and gigantic incineration trenches had to be dug 
for the corpses. Piles of wood had been soaked with petroleum. The corps-
es were thrown into these pits of fire. It often happened that the SS men 
threw children and adults into these burning pits alive, and the victims died 
a horrible death by fire. To save petroleum, oils and fats necessary for the 
cremations were partly recovered from the corpses of those gassed. The 
corpses also yielded oils and fats for machinery, even washing soaps.” 

�0$�$1��$.� $#$!� '!� $���)� *���0� 753:.� (0$� ����� �!"�� %(��)� �1� (0$�  �%%'! �
B�&!�$�%C��1��'��$!�&�A�%�&!�!�A!�(��(0$�?�O��'()��1�(0$�"$(�'!$$%�(0$���#'9
$(%�0�"��',$��($"/��#$!�'?���(�!(�A'(!$%%$%��'�$��$!�)����&,$���!"��(�!'%T�A�
G�!��A%�'.�,�(0�%$�19%()�$"�?$?,$�%��1�(0$�%�9����$"�B%�$�'���&!'(.C��!$A���9
?�%(�!�(0'! ��,�&(�(0$�B�&!�$�%C�'!�(0$�1'�%(�?�!(0%��1�753:/�

�$!�)�� ��&,$�.� �� A'(!$%%� 0$�"� '!� 0' 0� $%($$?� ,)� 0'%(��'�!%� �'�$� G$�!9
���&"$���$%%����!"�
�,$�(�G�!�#�!��$�(.�"$����$"�'!�0'%�"$��%'('�!��1��$,�&��)�
-;.�753:+-8-�

“Z'!�*�)�7533[ the separate gas chamberZ-84[ with the pyresZ-83[ near it was 
re-opened and went into service. Z`[ 
At Birkenau, besides the crematoria, the Germans also built the separate 
gas chambersZ-8:[ nos. 1 and 2 and the pyres near them where the people 
would be annihilated. I don’t know when these Z �%��0�?,$�%[ started to 
work, but I know that the Germans stopped to kill people there in April 
1943. Gas chamber no. 2 and the pyres nearby as well as the pyres near 
crematorium no. 5 were in operation between May and October 1944 in-
clusive.” 

�0'%�"$%��'�('�!�'%�%�?$A0�(�A�!('! �1����!�B$)$C9A'(!$%%�A0����$($!"$"�(��
0�#$� A���$"� '!� (0$� 1�&�� ��$?�(��'�� �!"� ���&!"� (0$� �)�$%� �!"� (0$�$1��$� (��
�!�A�M$#$�)(0'! �'!�"$(�'�/N-88�

�(�!'%T�A� G�!��A%�'.� ��'�%� ��($�� �$'!%'�,$�.� A�%� "$���($"� (�� �&%�0A'(D�
1��?�(0$���?���(���?�'F !$��!�*���0�->.�753-.��!"��$�$'#$"�(0$�	��!&?,$��
->8>:/��$����'?%� (��0�#$�,$$!����(��1� (0$� %�9����$"� B%�$�'���&!'(C� 1��?���9
#$?,$��753-�&!('��G�!&��)�7;.�753:/��!����'��78.�753:.�G�!��A%�'�A�%�S&$%9

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
-8-�
�
�.�>6-7976;974.��/�76/�
-84�Muvwx}v��yvz{|vN�
-83��0$�($2(�$���!$�&%�)�%�)%�M(0$��0�?,$�%/N�
-8:�Muvwx}~{�yvz{|~N�
-88� Ibidem.��/�8/�
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('�!$"�,)� G&" $��"A��"��V�0��%�'� �!"���$���$"� ��A�'(($!�"$��%'('�!.�A0'�0�
��!(�'!$"�(0$�1����A'! �����&!(��1�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C+-8>�

“Initially at Birkenau, the gassings were done in the bunkers, and the 
corpses were burnt in pits. The bunkers were camouflaged as ordinary 
quaint farmhouses. Bunker 1 was in a field on the right-hand side of Birke-
nau, Bunker 2 on the left.” 

G�!��A%�'�"$����$"���($��(0�(�"&�'! �(0$�"$���(�('�!��1��&! ��'�!�G$A%�<*�)�
(�� G&�)�7533=� (���'��$!�&.� �!� �#$�� $��1� 7;.666� G$A%�A$�$�?&�"$�$"� $#$�)�
"�)��!"��""%+�

“When the necessary number of people had not been attained, they were 
shot and burned in pits. The rule was that the gas chambers would be used 
only for groups in excess of 200 persons, as it was not worthwhile to put 
them into operation for smaller groups of people. It happened that several 
detainees resisted during the executions or that children wept; then �,$�9
%�0��1Q0�$� Moll would throw these people into the fire alive.” 

	!�(0'%���%$.�(��.�(0$�"$%��'�('�!�'%�!�(��(�����'!��$$�'! �A'(0�(0$���$"$!('��%��1�
�!� B$)$C9A'(!$%%/� G�!��A%�'� $#$!� �(($?�(%� (�� ��('�!��'D$� (0$� (0$?$� �1� (0$�
�0'�"�$!�(0��A!�'!(��(0$�1'�$���'#$.�,&(�'%���(0$����&?%)��(�'(+�0$���(&���)����'?%�
(0�(� '!� (0$� 1�&�� ��$?�(��'�� �1� �'��$!�&� M�� (�(��� �1� ;666� ����%$%� ��&�"� ,$�
,&�!$"�"�'�)N-8;�K���1' &�$.�,)�(0$�A�).�A0'�0�'%�($�0!'����!�!%$!%$/��0$��$%(�
�1�0'%��#$�� $��1�7;.666�#'�('?%�"�'�)�0�"�(0&%�(��,$�$2($�?'!�($"�'!�B�&!�$��
-C.� i.e..� 76.666� �� "�)/� �0$�$1��$.� (0$�$� ��!!�(� 0�#$� ,$$!� �� %'(&�('�!� A0$�$�
(0$�$�A$�$�1$A$�� (0�!�-66�#'�('?%� (��,$��'��$".�0$!�$� (0$�%0��('! %��1�%?����
#'�('?� ��&�%�!$��� (0$��'(%��!"� (0$�%&,%$S&$!(� �'(&����1� (0��A'! ��'#$�,�,'$%�
'!(��(0$�1'�$�'!�1��(�!$#$�����&��$"/�

8/-/��'(!$%%$%����!%1$��$"��A�)�1��?��&%�0A'(D�,$1��$�(0$�
��#'$(����&��('�!��1�(0$���?��

�0$��'($���)�#$�%'�!��1�(0$������ �!"��%(��)���$�($"�,)���� �!�A�%�!�(.�'!�'(9
%$�1.�&!'S&$+�%�?$��1�(0$�B$)$A'(!$%%$%C�A0��0�"�,$$!�?�#$"�(���(0$����?�%�
�!"�0�"�!�(�,$$!��,�$�(��,$!$1'(�1��?�(0'%�#$�%'�!�"$#$���$"�(0$'���A!��'($���)�
#$�%'�!%��1�(0$�,���������� �!"��A0'�0��'��&��($"�'!�(0$�)$��%�753-�(��7533�'!�
#��'�&%� �!"� ��!(��%('! �#$�%'�!%/� 	� %0���� %$(� 1��(0� %'2��1� (0$�?�%(� %' !'1'��!(�
$2�?��$%/�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
-8>��$�$%��eA'$,����.����!�'%D$���'�$�.�*��('!�*�)�.�Inmitten des grauenvollen Verbrechens. 

Handschriften von Mitgliedern des Sonderkommandos.��$��� �"$%��(��(�'�0$!��&%�0A'(D9
�'��$!�&�*&%$&?%.�7558.���/�3-��!"�35/�

-8;� Ibidem.��/�34/�
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��#'"���F�$�A�%�"$���($"�(���&%�0A'(D�1��?����!�)��!�*���0�4.�7534/��$2(�
(��!�(0'! �'%��!�A!��,�&(�0'%�1&!�('�!�'!�(0$���?�/��$�0�%��$1(�&%�?��$�(0�!�
7-6� ��'!('! %� �!"� "��A'! %.� A0'�0� ���$ $"�)� �$��$%$!(� �(���'�&%� %�$!$%� �1�
�&%�0A'(D� �!"�A0'�0� %($?�?�%(�)� 1��?� (0$� �$�'�"� �1� 753:� (�� 7535/� �$� $�
����%1$�".�A0���&,�'%0$"�(0$?.�A��($��,�&(�0'?��%�1����A%+-85�

“At Auschwitz, David Olère was saved because he was an artist who spoke 
several languages: Polish, Russian, Yiddish, French, English, and Ger-
man. It was his knowledge of this last language and his gift as an illustra-
tor that made him useful to the SS. He wrote letters to their families for 
them, with elegant calligraphy and floral designs. Nevertheless, he was as-
signed from time to time to the garbage ovens or had to participate in the 
‘emptying’ of the gas chambers. He saw the paroxysms of horror that took 
place in the crematory: the undressing in the cloakroom, the gassing, the 
recuperation of dental fillings and hair, the incineration of the bodies, the 
sexual violation by the SS of young Jewish girls, the so-called medical ex-
periments, the terror of the victims and the cruelty of the executioners.” 

��F�$�A�%�!$#$��"$��%$"�!���0�%�0$�A�'(($!��!�����&!(��1�0'%�$2�$�'$!�$%�'!�
(0$���?�E�0'%�����&!(��1��&%�0A'(D��%���$%$!($"�,)��$� $�����%1$�"�'%�(��$!�
$2��&%'#$�)�1��?�(0$���'!('! %��!"�"��A'! %�?$!('�!$"/�����%1$�"�%&���%$%�K�
A'(0�&(�����1�K�(0�(���F�$�0'?%$�1�A'(!$%%$"�"'�$�(�)�����(0�(�0$��$��$%$!($"�'!�
0'%�A���%/���(&���).�'1�����%1$�"C%��%%$�('�!�A$�$�(�&$.���F�$�?&%(�0�#$�,$$!�
�?!'��$%$!(�'!�(0$���?�.�(��O&" $�,)�(0$�#��'$()��1�(0$?$%�0$�(�$�(%/�

�0$� �!$� ��'!('! � ,)���F�$�A0'�0�A'��� ��!�$�!� &%� 0$�$� 0�%� ���$�")� ,$$!�
�&,�'%0$"�,)�G$�!9���&"$���$%%��/�	(�A�%�"�!$�'!�753:�<(0$�?�!(0�'%�!�(�'!"'9
��($"=��!"�"$�'�(%�B�&!�$��-C�'!�7533/->6��$�$�'%���$%%��C%���??$!(+->7�

“Inexact details: 
– The hilly nature of the terrain. Reacting to the monotonous flatness of 

Birkenau, David Olère, in some of his drawings, has introduced a 
hilly landscape, clearly for artistic reasons only. 

– The orientation of the hut on the right. We we Z%'�a[ should see the en-
trance, not the side. 

– The house in the background on the right is probably a reminder of 
Bunker 1, which no longer existed in 1944. 

Exact details: 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
-85��$� $�����%1$�"�<$"/=.�David Olère, 1902-1985. A painter in the Sonderkommando at Auschwitz / 

un peintre au Sonderkommando à Auschwitz.��0$��$�($�����%1$�"���&!"�('�!.��$A�����.�75;5.�
��/�;1/�

->6� Ibidem.��/�43/��1/����&?$!(�73/�
->7� G/9�/���$%%��.�Auschwitz:…, op. cit. <!�($�4=.��/�7>;/�
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– The relative positions of the ditch, Bunker VZ->-[ and an undressing 
hut are well respected though they are shown somewhat too close to-
gether. 

– The positions of the door and of the opening for the introducing the 
gas in the west corner of Bunker V are also correct. 

– The hut is of the stable type. 
– Part of the north-west wall was indeed set back as shown by the ruins, 

but in the reverse direction. 
– There was still a tree in front of Bunker V in 1982, of identical shape, 

a striking coincidence as forty years later it is Z`->4[ the same tree. 
This scene recorded a year after the events by D. Olère is of such remark-
able precision as to be almost as good as a photograph.” 

��$%%��C%� O&" ?$!(� '%� �� �'((�$� (��� ,$!$#��$!(/� �$(� &%� ����� �� �'((�$� ���%$�� �(�
��F�$C%�"��A'! +�

8/-/7/7/��0$���$$%�
�!�(0$��$�'����$��!!�'%%�!�$��0�(� ���0��1�*�)�47.�7533.�!�/�46:8.�(0$�$���$�
�(� �$�%(� !'!$� (�$$%� ���&!"� (0$� 0�&%$� ���$ $"� (�� 0�#$� ,$$!� �� 0�?'�'"���  �%�
�0�?,$��<B�&!�$��-C=/��0$�?���"��A!�,)��! '!$$����%����!�*���0�4.�753:.�
$!('(�$"�M����('�!�D�!$��1� �%��0�?,$��!�/�-��!"��1�(0$��)�$%�1���(0$���$?�9
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“The drawing shows not only Bunker 2 but also the undressing barrack in 
the correct position vis-à-vis the cottage. Of particular interest is the small 
window in the side of the cottage with the heavy wooden shutter. This was 
the opening through which the SS introduced the Zyklon B into the room. 
The same way of introducing the gas was adopted in crematoria 4 and 5, 
and not only do the plans, elevations and photographs of the crematoria 
show these openings, but three of these shutters still survive and are pres-
ently stored in the coke room of crematorium 1. Even in its details, Olère’s 
drawing is supported by surviving material evidence.” 
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	!�7538.�0$��&,�'%0$"���,�����1�?$?�'�%� '!��&! ��'�!�A'(0� (0$� ('(�$�Dr. 
Mengele boncolóorvosa voltam az Auschwitz-i krematóriumban� <I Was an 
Anatomist with Dr. Mengele at the Auschwitz Crematorium=.� '!� A0'�0� 0$�
%�$��%�'!� �$�(�"$(�'���,�&(�B�&!�$��-/C�	!�(0$�1����A'! �	�S&�($�(0$��$�$#�!(�
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“One day, early in the morning, I received an order by telephone, asking 
me to go immediately to the pyreZ-;:[ and to take the medicines and eye-
glasses that had been collected Z(0$�$[ to the Crematorium IZ-;8[ to be sort-
ed and then shipped. The pyre was behind a grove of birches at Birkenau, 
at some 500 – 600 meters from Crematorium IVZ-;>[, on a clearing sur-
rounded by a forest of fir-trees. It is located outside the electrified camp 
enclosure, between the first and the second chain of guards. My freedom of 
movement did not extend that far. I asked for a written permit at the office. 
I obtained a ‘��%%'$�%�0$'!C Z�$�?'(-;;[ valid for three persons. I was, in 
fact, accompanied by two men who were to help me carry the load. We 
walked towards the huge black swirling column of dense smoke. It was vis-

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
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-;3�*'���%��)'%D�'.�Dr. Mengele boncolóorvosa voltam az Auschwitz-i krematóriumban.��'�� ��1'��
M
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$�?�!�(��!%��('�!+�Im Jenseits der Menschlichkeit. Ein Gerichtsmediziner 
in Auschwitz.��'$(D��$��� .��$��'!�755-E��! �'%0�(��!%��('�!+�Auschwitz. A Doctor’s Eyewitness 
Account.���A�$((���$%(.��$A������7587/�
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ible from all parts of the concentration camp,Z-;5[ and on it fell the terrified 
look of all those who, having climbed down from the cars, fell into line for 
the selection. Anyone who had the misfortune of being in this place saw the 
column of smoke. It was visible at any hour of the day or night. By day, it 
covered the sky above the Birkenau forest like a dense cloud. By night, it lit 
up the surroundings as if it was a hellish fire. On our way we passed along 
the crematoria. We came to a passage through the enclosure and, after 
having shown the document to the SS guards on duty, walked through 
without difficulty. 
A fresh and green clearing comes into view, a quiet landscape, but my 
searching eyes soon discover the second chain of sentries, standing or sit-
ting in the grass with their enormous dogs, next to their automatic rifles. 
Crossing the clearing, we come to the entrance to the grove that surrounds 
it. Again, we come to a wire fence with a wooden gate covered with barbed 
wire. On the fence is a large warning sign with a text just like the signs on 
the iron gratings of the crematoria ‘Access to this zone is strictly prohibit-
ed, even to unauthorized SS personnel.’ We, men of the ‘Sonderkomman-
do,’Z-56[ entered. We did not even have to show our permits. The SS from 
the crematorium was on duty here, as well as 60 men from Crematorium II, 
men from the ‘Sonderkommando’ to which we are assigned. This is the 
day-shift. They work from 7 in the morning until 7 at night when they are 
relieved by 60 men from Crematorium IV who do the night shift. 
On the other side of the fence, we come to a square, looking like a court-
yard, in the middle of which stands a long house with a thatched roof of 
straw and a well-worn layer of plaster. Its small windows are covered with 
boards. The construction has the well-known look of German farm houses. 
It is at least 150 years old. One can see that from the old roof of blackened 
straw and from the plaster that has fallen off the wall in some places. The 
German State has expropriated the village of Birkenau, near Auschwitz, to 
build its KZ there: they have demolished the houses, with the exception of 
this one, and have moved the people away. What was the real purpose of 
this house? A residence? It had separate rooms that had been knocked into 
one large space by the removal of the dividing walls for a new purpose, or 
for another similar task? I don’t know. Today, it is an undressing room, 
those who find their death on the pyre leave their clothes there. 
Here end up, coming from the ‘Jews’ ramp,’ those transports which do not 
go into the four crematoria. Their end is horrible. Here are no faucets for 
them to quench their burning thirst. There are no magic words to dispel 
their ugly expectations. This is not a gas chamber which they believe to be 
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a disinfestation installation. This is only a farm house with a thatched roof, 
at one time painted yellow, with its shutters closed, but behind it an enor-
mous column of smoke rises into the sky spreading an odor of burning hu-
man flesh and of hair that smolders. 
In this yard, there is a crowd of 5000 souls, petrified with horror. Around 
them there is a tight chain of SS guards with enormous dogs held on the 
leash. They go to the undressing room 300–400 at a time. Here, pursued by 
incessant lashings they quickly drop their garments and leave through the 
door that is on the other side of the house. Once in the open, they do not 
have time to look around and to comprehend the horror of their situation, 
because right away a man from the ‘Sonderkommando’ seizes them by the 
arm and carries them through a cordon of SS guards along a path lined 
with trees and some 150 meters long, leading to the pyre which they can 
make out at the end of their road only once they come out of the tree-lined 
lane. 
The pyre is a trench 50 meters long, 6 meters wide and 3 meters deep full 
of hundreds of corpses on fire. On the edge of the trench, toward the tree-
lined lane, there are SS guards, every 5–6 meters or so, pistol in hand –
small-caliber pistols, 6 mm, for shooting people in the neck. Coming out 
from the tree-lined lane, two men from the Sonderkommando working at 
the pyre grab the unfortunate victim by both arms and drag him Z���0$�[ 
some 15–20 meters to the pistol of some SS man. Then, over the horrible 
noise a shot rings out. It resonates and more often than not they throw Z(0$�
#'�('?[ only half dead into the sea of fire in the trench. Fifty meters away, 
there is another trench just like it. Here, at the pyres, the commander is SS 
Oberscharführer Moll Z`[/ 
The daily capacity of the two pyres was about 5000–6000 bodies, some-
what more than one crematorium, but the death of those who arrived here 
was a hundred thousand times worse.” 
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“Towards the end of the summer, when Zyklon B ran low, the infirm from 
the various transports who still arrived at Auschwitz were thrown directly 
into the cremation pits at Crematorium V and Bunker 2.” 

��$%%���!�?$%��%�0'%�%�&��$�(0$�1����A'! �"$��%'('�!��1��$�?�!!���! ,$'!��(�
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“In 1944, children were thrown alive into the huge fires that were burning 
near the crematoria. We heard about this at the main camp and I informed 
the garrison surgeon. Dr. Wirths refused to believe me. He went to Birke-
nau to find out. When I went to him the next day for dictation he simply 
said ‘that was an order of camp commandant Höß. It was issued because 
there was no more gas.’ From that time on, Dr. Wirths believed anything I 
told him.” 
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-57��1/�'!�(0'%��$%�$�(�?)�%(&") “Medico ad Auschwitz”: Anatomia di un falso. La falsa testimonianza 
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“The supply was kept up to the end – the SS did not run out of Z�)���!��[ 
gas.” 
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“From May 15, 1944, on, a new gas chamber was set up, outside the camp 
enclosure itself. It was installed in a farm cottage divided into two parts, in 
which the detainees were gassed. From that time on, the bodies coming 
from this chamber were no longer cremated in the crematorium ovens, ex-
cept in Crematoria I and II Z]�		��!"�			[. The bodies were placed in gigan-
tic trenches, in which the cremation was carried out. It was done in this 
way: among the bodies, gasoline-soaked logs were put in and the fire was 
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lit. This new method was introduced in the course of 1944 on account of an 
influx of deportees, because the normal crematoria were insufficient. With 
this new system, it was possible to burn 1000 persons Z%'�[ in one hour 
whereas a crematorium oven would have taken 24 hours to achieve the 
same result.” 

�$!"$�� 0�"� �$��!$"� (0$� "$(�'�%� �1� (0'%� %(��)� 1��?� (0$� �&?��%� (0�(� �'��&��($"�
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“Q: How many crematoria were there? 
A: Four, and one which was called the ‘Bunker’ which was finally a gas 
chamber. All were at Birkenau.” 
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“Q: How many gas chambers were there at Birkenau? 
A: Four crematoria and one Bunker Z`[ 
Q: How many people could enter together into one crematorium? 
A: Into Crematoria 1 and 2, 2000 each, into Crematoria 3 and 4, 1000 
each and into the Bunker 1000.” 

	!�7538.���,�����,�&(��&%�0A'(D�A�%��&,�'%0$"� '!����!�$� (0�(���!(�'!$"��!�
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“There were four crematoria, the fifth, called ‘Bunker,’ was a simple farm 
cottage converted into a gas chamber ‘for the requirements of the pro-
gram.’” 
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“One day, weZ468[ heard of a ��??�!"� (special ��??�!"�) where they 
were looking for a physician and – it was said – where they did not suffer 
from hunger. Seeing that we were getting sick, we asked to be called there, 
as doctorZ%[, to the block where this ��??�!"� was housed. We had be-
lieved that the ‘��!"$���??�!"�C was a ��??�!"� that was simply 
burning the corpses, but as soon as we entered and came into contact with 
our co-detainees, we learned of its real task. They, these co-detainees, 
were the ones who took care of the death service when the trains arrived 
and the new transports deported from Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, 
Belgium, Holland, and France, men, women, and children had to be taken 
directly and immediately to the gas chambers and burned. Right there we 
had the opportunity to gather the most detailed account of the barbaric 
acts committed by the SS. 
This is how we went ahead: Z`[ 
Up to the end of January 1943, there were no crematorium ovens at Birke-
nau. In the middle of a small birch wood, some 2 km from the camp, there 
was a little house, looking quaint, in which a Polish family had lived before 
they were driven out or murdered. At over 500 meters from there, there 
were two barracks: the men went to one side, the women to the other. Very 
politely, very kindly they were told ‘you have come a long way, you are 
dirty, you must take a bath, undress quickly.’ Towels and soap were hand-
ed out and, suddenly, the beasts broke through and took on their real 
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shape: this human herd, these men and women, were forced by violent 
beatings to go out naked, in summer as well as in winter, and had to walk 
those several hundred meters up to the ‘shower room.’ Above the door, 
there were the wordsZ46>[ ‘���&%$,�"C Z%0�A$�9,�(0[. On the ceiling one 
could even see shower-heads that had been placed there, but which had 
never squirted any water. These poor innocent people were squeezed to-
gether tightly one against the other, and at that point they would panic: 
they finally understood what was to be their fate, but the beatings and the 
pistol shots soon calmed them down and finally all went into the chamber 
of death. The doors were closed, and ten minutes later the temperature was 
sufficiently high to allow the vaporization of the hydrogen cyanide, be-
cause that was what the delinquents were gassed with. The German bar-
barians used ‘Cyklon B,’ a diatomaceous earth impregnated with hydrogen 
cyanide at 20 percent. Now, through a little window, SS �!($�%�0��1Q0�$� 
Moll threw in the gas. One could hear the most horrible cries, but after a 
few moments there was complete silence. After 20–25 minutes, doors and 
windows were opened for ventilation and the corpses were immediately 
taken to the trenches to be burned, but not before the dentists had pulled 
out any gold teeth from their mouths. One also checked if the women had 
not hidden any valuables in their intimate parts, and their hair was cut and 
collected for some industrial use. The efficiency of this gas chamber did 
not appear to be high enough. One could gas only 400–500 persons per 
day. 
Now, with the great scheme to destroy all its enemies that the Greater 
Reich had devised (and one knows well how numerous these enemies 
were), in August 1942 one had begun to build the crematorium ovens. 
From the ground up, four crematorium ovens were built: ultramodern in 
design, as only the Germans were able to conceive them. Huge chimneys 
towered above them like those of factories. Of those four ovens, two had 
nine hearths and the other two had six. On each hearth one could burn six 
corpses at a time in about fifty minutes. Altogether, 180 corpses reduced to 
ashes in one hour. Really advanced German technology. To give the reader 
an idea of the destructive power and the size of those ovens, suffice it to 
say that, to fan the flames, each hearth was equipped with an electric 
blower of 12 horse-power. At the end of February, those ovens were cere-
moniously inaugurated. Z`[ 
In this way, we have been able to watch, for nearly three years, transports 
coming to Auschwitz from all parts of Europe disappear and vanish in the 
flames and the smoke rising to the sky above Auschwitz. �'(0�&(�$2�  $��9
('�!.��!$���!�%$(��(�1�&�����1'#$�?'��'�!�(0$�!&?,$���1�#'�('?%�A0���$�'%0$"�
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'!� (0'%�A�)� '!� (0'%�"$�(0���?�. A ‘����%%��’ execution worthy of the Ger-
man �&�(&�.Z46;[ 
Realizing what role the ��!"$���??�!"� played, we were repelled and 
tried to leave this ��??�!"� by all means. 
And those miserable ones in the ��!"$���??�!"�, who had imagined that 
by virtue of those horrid tasks, to which they had been forced by threats of 
death, they would be able to be themselves saved, they did not suspect the 
fate that German ‘technology’ had reserved for them. In order for the veil 
of secrecy to be well spread over all these horrors, those slaves of death 
were housed in a separate block, shut off from any information about their 
future. Having come from afar, condemned to silence and carefully 
watched, they disappeared without a trace in total mystery. These unpleas-
ant witnesses, who were present, in fact, at the undressings and the gas-
sings and who then ‘liquidated’ the corpses, could one day have too loose 
a tongue, therefore every three or four months, German prudence liquidat-
ed them in turn. The labor squads were thus radically and definitely re-
newed. 
We managed to obtain our transfer and were assigned as doctor to the 
Gypsy camp in March Z7534[.” 
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“On the outside of the entrance door was written ‘To the disinfection’ and 
on the inside of the exit door ‘To the bath.” 
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“They have switched on the gigantic blowers that fan the flames in the 
boilers Zi.e..�'!�(0$��#$!%47-[/ Fifteen blowers of this type are running at the 
same time! There is one next to each oven.” 
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“Initially, there was as yet no railroad siding to the new gas chambers and 
crematoria, it was laid only during the course of the ��('�!. But until it 
came to that, the gassings were carried out in the so-called ‘gray house.’ 
This was a former farmhouse inhabited by a Polish family, the owner had 
to relinquish the property. He was married and had children, but was put 
under pressure, regardless, being made to understand that one was quite 
ready to move him, too, into the Auschwitz I ��, it was an attempt at coer-
cion which, however, brought results. 
There were three large rooms in this farmhouse; they were turned into 
small gas chambers. The tradesmen from all the workshops received the 
order to prepare these rooms. Especially thick doors were installed, clos-
ing hermetically, the windows were equipped with special shutters. The 
electricians’ shop, too, received an urgent order; the electrical installa-
tions had to be put up as fast as possible and confirmation of completion 
had to be given by 3:30 p.m. 
There was no power line available, it had to be done by overhead cable. 
We had to give up that idea and run a 1000 meter ground-cable and feed it 
directly into the house; the installations were done in Anthygron, and eve-
rything had to be acid-proof; all this was done in a terrible hurry, and it 
worked, otherwise there would have been unpleasant reports. 
Altogether, 5–600 people could be gassed at the same time in these three 
chambers. Outside the windows were tracks of a field-railroad leading to 
the mass graves that had been prepared, and the corpses would be covered 
there—one could not call it burial—they were laid out in layers, 4–5 
corpses one on top of the other, with chlorinated lime in between, and only 
a very thin layer of earth on top. The rain caused the whole thing to sink 
down and so one could clearly see that corpses had been interred there. 
Everywhere parts like noses, fingers or buttocks stuck out, in the heat of 
the summer the bodies would boil, one could never walk across one of 
those mass graves, it was like a roller-coaster, you would sway and slip. 
These mass graves were some 350 meters long and about 10 meters wide. 
Altogether, we brought1.8 million corpses there. 
How was a gassing carried out? This was different depending upon where 
it was done. Near the gray house there was a wooden barrack, this was 
destined to store the corresponding clothes, underwear and other things of 
the Jews. They had to undress there, were given each a towel and a piece 
of soap, and then go ‘bathing’! Then they were led to the ‘bath-rooms,’ 
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they entered, and the doors were closed right away; they were sealed her-
metically. In those doors there was a so-called ‘food trap,’ the gas was 
thrown in through it. It was the gas ‘Zuklon B’ that was supplied for this 
purpose by the car-load from the firm Stab und Teschow Z%'�[ in Hamburg. 
There were cans of 250 and 500 grams. There were also larger packs, in 
rubber-coated cans. This gas was then thrown and so the gassing started. 
It happened that the detainees thought it was something to eat, caught 
some of the gas thrown and swallowed it, the effect was terrible. I once 
talked about it with the detainee-physician Dr. Döring, who explained to 
me as follows: The gassing is very quick, the people inhale 7 or 8 times this 
toxic gas, then the lungs fill, they burst causing an immediate heart-attack. 
The gas tastes disgustingly sweet and it takes several days to get it out of 
your throat. I, too, had a taste of this by accident, when my workshop was 
gassed against insects. 
After a quarter of an hour, the chambers would be opened, then the venti-
lations go into service, in this case Z(0$���%$��1�(0$�B ��)�0�&%$C[ the win-
dows are opened and then some detainees start inspecting the corpses for 
gold teeth, implants and prostheses, finger and earrings. Everything had to 
be taken from the dead. Only then the corpses were allowed to be loaded 
on the waiting carts, which took them to the mass grave. For this work, the 
detainees wore rubber gloves and rubber aprons. 
The Firm Tesch and Stabenow has already been prosecuted by the British 
military court and sentenced. This firm had also done the gassing of the 
detainee blocks because of the lice infestation of the whole camp. 
In this gray house gassing was done for some time until the completion of 
the 4 new large and modern crematoriums in Birkenau-Auschwitz II!” 
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“From that place, we could see what was going on at the so-called little 
red house, the first gas chamber at Birkenau. From a distance of 400–500 
meters, we observed through the lenses of the Z%&�#$)'! [ instruments the 
naked bodies of the gassed that were loaded onto carts from the side cot-
tages.Z478[ They were, for the most part, women and children. The carts 
were so full that very often the heads of the corpses were dangling towards 
the grave. At the time, the hair of the women was not yet shorn because 
very frequently it was hanging down. My companions and I began to watch 
closely and to note everything that went on, so that whoever might survive 
would be able to testify. About two months later, with another group, I 
went near the little red house out of curiosity and looked at the place were 
they had thrown the corpses. Those graves measured about 20–30 meters. 
Z�0$�����%$%[ were arranged in the ground, one with his head one way, the 
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next one the other way. They had been sprinkled with a thin layer of lime, 
leveled and covered with another layer. At that time, detainees were dig-
ging new graves Z`[ 
In 1944, when I was still at the camp, while doing surveying work at 
Birkenau and making use of the fact that the second gas chamber was inac-
tive, we did work near the little white house, and I then had an opportunity 
to see the arrangement of the temporary little house, where the people had 
been murdered. I have a sketch of the whole area. On the outside doors 
there was a sign saying ‘To the disinfection’ and on the inside, on the side 
opposite that door, ‘To the bath.’ From this one can surmise that the poor 
people who entered that room were being deceived. Behind the building 
there was a track for carts, little wagons with which Z(0$� ����%$%[ were 
immediately taken away. 
Presiding judge: Does the witness speak of the little red house? 
Wohlfahrt: There were two cottages, one they called red Z��((� $[ because 
it was built of brick, the other one was plastered and they called it white 
Z��((� $[. 
P.: Were gassings done in both? 
W. : Yes. 
P.: Can you indicate the location of the cottage, seeing that you are famil-
iar with measuring? 
W. : I can do that precisely. The red cottage was more or less to the west of 
the third sector at Birkenau,ZBA			[ at a distance of 200–300 meters. Near 
that cottage there was a clearing with graves. That cottage was demolished 
in 1943, when I went there at that timeZ47>[ the whole area had been plowed 
and the cottage was gone. 
P.: Was the cottage visible or was it surrounded by the forest? 
W. : The red cottage was visible, whereas the white cottage was surround-
ed by woods, furthermore, on the side towards the camp, Z%&���&!"$"[ by 
branches to conceal any movement that might go on there Z`[/ 
P.: What did the inside of that white cottage look like? What signs were 
there? 
W. : There were no signs, it was rough. Z`[ 
P.: What was the capacity of that structure? 
W. : Four rooms and, although it was made of brick, I think it was straw-
thatched; it must have been a barn that had been made into a house. Then 
it was redone in such a way that there were three rooms in the main part, 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
47>��0$�A'(!$%%�"�$%�!�(�'!"'��($�(0$�?�!(0/�



76;� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

and in the annexZ47;[ a fourth Z���?[. Each room had a door on either side 
and little windows of 50–60 centimeters. 
P.: How many people could it take in? 
W. : The floor area was around 30 Z%S&��$[ meters, about 4 meters by 7–8. 
Each room Z��&�"���!(�'![ over 100 persons. 
P.: Hence about 400 at one time? 
W. : Yes.” 
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“In the beginning of the camp activity, the Germans had two gas cham-
bers, which were three kilometers apart from each other. Next to them 
stood two wooden barracks. The persons who arrived with the transports 
were led to the barracks, undressed, and were then taken into the gas 
chamber. Z`4-7[ Up to 1500–1700 persons were crowded into the gas 
chambers, then the SS, wearing gas masks, threw Z'![ Zyklon through 
openings. The gassing took 15–20 minutes, then the corpses were pulled 
out and taken on carts to the trenches where they were burned.” 
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“The others had to march on to the so-called Bunker V (another farmhouse 
in which gassings took place). There, SS ��&�(%�0��1Q0�$� Moll received 
us; he had gone there on a motorcycle, in a white uniform. He addressed 
us with the words: ‘You will get grub here, but you will have to work.’ We 
were taken to the other side of Bunker V, and while we could not see any-
thing particular in the front, we saw in the back what this Bunker was used 
for. 
A pile of naked corpses was there, the corpses had swollen, and we were 
ordered to carry them to a pit that was about 6 meters wide and 30 meters 
long and that contained corpses already on fire. We tried to take the 
corpses to the place indicated. But that was too slow for the SS. We were 
savagely beaten, and one SS man ordered ‘one man will carry one corpse.’ 
Not knowing how to do this, we were beaten again, and then the SS man 
showed us that we had to seize these corpses by the neck with a crook and 
drag them over. We had to do this work until 18 hours Z8��?[. At noon, we 
had thirty minutes of rest. Food was brought but none of us wanted to eat. 
Then we had to line up again. We were led to the Birkenau camp section 
Z�		[d, Block 15 – an isolated block. That night, we were tattooed with our 
detainee numbers. 
The next day, we had to march out again, the one group of 100 to Crema-
torium III and the 150 of us to Bunker V. Our work did not change. It 
stayed like that for eight days. Some of us threw themselves into the fire 
because they could not go on. If I should estimate their number today, I 
should say eight or nine. A rabbi was among them.” 
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“Z…[ there were 150 persons who were taken to Crematorium 4 (V),Z4-5[ 
the other 100 were led farther away, to ‘Bunker 5.’ It was a farmhouse 
consisting of 3 rooms. As we approached the house, I saw three windows 
and three doors. The doors were very strong and had bolts, which attract-
ed my attention, and they had nothing in common with the normal doors of 
a farmhouse. The house was thatched with straw. On the other side of the 
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house there were doors as well. As far as I can remember there were also 
three doors on that side. The rooms had a concrete floor. When I was made 
to stop – just like the others – in front of that house, a Hauptscharführer 
arrived – I later learned that his name was Moll. He moved around on a 
heavy motorcycle. Moll told us in no uncertain terms that we had to work 
here, but would also get food. Moll took us to the back of the house, where 
we saw the hell of Auschwitz that no normal human being could imagine: 
there was an enormous pile of corpses stacked up like hay. Moll started to 
scream at us to get us to work. He told us to take the corpses from the pile 
to a trench that had already been dug. Four of us took one corpse, two by 
the arms and two by the legs. When we came near the trench, which was 30 
meters long and 10 meters wide, we noticed that on the bottom there was 
wood, logs. Near us I saw another trench that was already on fire; the one 
to which we were taking the corpses had just been dug. At that moment an 
SS man pounced on us and started to hit us, yelling that each of us should 
take one corpse. He showed us many walking sticks with the knob bent into 
an arc and showed us how we should work: he put the curved part under 
the neck of a corpse and dragged it across the ground behind his back. We 
now had to do the work like that.” 
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“One day, the Birkenau �� $�1Q0�$�, Schwarzhuber, came to the punish-
ment company. I already knew him from Z?)�('?$��([ Auschwitz, where he 
was Fritzsch’s substitute. Schwarzhuber called me out. This happened after 
the roll call but before the details moved out for work. He asked me, using 
the polite form ‘sie,’ whether I had built roads at Auschwitz. I answered in 
the affirmative. He ordered me to go in the direction of the �I!' % ��,$! 
Z��)���"'(�0[. At the level of the future Crematoria III and IV there was a 
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straw-covered house that had been turned into a gas chamber. But there 
was no access Z���"[. Schwarzhuber ordered me to go there, adding that 
someone from the ��&�$'(&!  would arrive presently and tell me what to 
do. That was probably in early August 1942, but I don’t remember the ex-
act date. 
When I was at the site, I saw a steamroller. The driver was a civilian. I 
asked him what he was doing there. He answered that he was to roll out a 
road but did not see it. I explained to him that not far from there the de-
tainees of the penal companyZ433[ were still at work, about 500 of them at 
that time. It consisted then mostly of Jewish detainees from France. 
I looked around when, suddenly, a motor-car arrived. An SS officer who 
worked at the ��&�$'(&!  got out. He already knew my name. He told me 
that I was to build a road at that place – but I did not know how. He an-
swered that detainees from the �/�/Z43:[ would be assigned to me to do the 
work and that the construction material for the road (bricks) would be 
brought by detainees, who were demolishing a couple of houses and some 
barns in the area. We decided to put down a layer of bricks, then some 
gravel, which would be rolled, and finally sand on top. On the sides we 
were to dig a ditch with vertical brick walls to sustain it. The officer told 
me that the road had to be ready within three days. 
After he left, the equipment was delivered: some of the detainees of the 
�/�/ were assigned to the demolition of the buildings mentioned and to the 
transportation of the bricks. Work proceeded quickly, but on the third day 
we were still far from having finished. We had done a stretch of 150 me-
ters, but there were still another 300 to be done. 
In the afternoon three trucks full of women arrived from somewhere. Some 
days earlier, near the gas chamber cottage, a large excavator had been at 
work. Deep trenches had been dug. The cottage itself stood among a few 
rather tall trees. Towards the trenches, in the winter time, red firs had been 
planted to hide the trenches. 
Inside the house there were doors opening onto a corridor from which oth-
er doors led into two rooms, to the right and to the left of the corridor. 
These rooms also had doors which opened directly to the outside, toward 
the trenches. I remember that earlier, the ceilings in that building had been 
taken out and replaced by a concrete slab. A bricklayer ����, a German 
detainee who was part of the �/�/, had supervised that work. His name was 
Zimmer. 
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The house, if I remember rightly, was made of brick, but the roof was cov-
ered with straw. That I recall very well. The whole house was painted 
white. In the new ceiling openings had been left from which, in the center, 
the gas was thrown. The ���� bricklayer told me about this. 
I shall go back to the day when the three trucks arrived. They proceeded 
even though the road had not yet been finished. The house – the gas cham-
ber – stood some 50–80 meters away from the road. When the trucks 
stopped, the women were unloaded. The trucks disappeared. The SS per-
sonnel ordered the women to go into the house. They refused and did not 
want to follow the order. The SS unleashed the dogs – there were several, 
four or five – and set them onto the women. The dogs fell on them like wild 
beasts. It was a horrible sight. The dogs tore into the abdomens and 
yanked out the bowels, biting into their backs and their hands. The women 
let out screams and moans and in a panic ran towards the doors. After 
that, we had to pick up the women who were lying on the ground. I saw all 
that with my own eyes because I stood fewer than a hundred meters from 
that spot. The trees were high and quite sparse and thus did not hide the 
house from view. Of course, the same scene was observed by the detainees 
working on the road. The women were still quite well fed and wore civilian 
clothes. Among them I did not notice any children. In my opinion, that was 
the first gassing in the Birkenau zone.” 

�!��$�$?,$��46.� 75>3.����!�'%D$��
&�,��A��($� �� �$(($�� (�� (0$� 	!($�!�('�!���
�&%�0A'(D���??'(($$��(����%�A.�'!�A0'�0�0$� �#$�(0$�1����A'! �����&!(+438�

“In April 1942 I was moved to Birkenau, Camp BIIb, with the punishment 
company. The punishment company, in which I served, had been assigned 
between early May and the 20th of the month to dig ditches in the camp. At 
that time, over by the Z��($�[� crematoria, some 50 meters Z�&(%'"$[ the 
fence, the foundations for a concrete slab had been completed to a height 
of a meter and a half and were partly covered by boards. Only a few civil-
ians were at work there, one of them whom I knew would throw me pieces 
of bread over the fence. 
One morning in early August 1942, after the roll call, �� $�1Q0�$� 
Schwarzhuber came to the punishment company, checked everyone and 
asked me whether I had built roads at Auschwitz, which I confirmed. He 
then took me to the camp office and sent me to the road from the present 
Birkenau monumentZ43>[ towards Crematorium IV. 
An officer from the Bauleitung came up and with him I determined how to 
build the road with a solid pavement. The entire punishment company, 
some 600 men, was assigned to that task. On the third day, near the Bunker 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
438���*�.��$%�HT��UA'�"�D$!'�.�#��/�>6.��/�>6/�
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2 farmhouse, which was in that area, three trucks with women detainees 
arrived, and the first gassing was carried out in that Bunker. That must 
have been on August 10, 1942. Where could the first cottage, turned into 
Bunker 1, have been at that time? I wish to add here, when I was still at 
Auschwitz in the punishment company, I once worked as a bricklayer with 
a German ���� (Zimmer Hainc Z�$'!D[) who was transforming that sec-
ond farmhouse into Bunker 2. He described that Bunker in detail and drew 
it for me. But he did not tell me anything about this other farmhouse Z�&!9
�$��7[.” 

�0$�#��'�('�!��!�(0$������ �!"��(0$?$��1� (0$�B�&!�$�%C���$%$!($"�,)�
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“There was great activity also in the whitewashed farmhouse, separated 
from the camp of Birkenau by a wooded area which was now Bunker 5.” 
“In addition, the farmhouse, which had served as a place of extermination 
in 1942, was put in running order. Its four rooms served as gas chambers 
while an additional four cremation pits were dug outside. The changing 
rooms were located in three wooden barracks, and the whole complex was 
known as Bunker 5.” 
“Z`[ while on the site of Bunker 5 with its four gas chambers corpses 
were burnt in four pits.” 
“Z`[;�mass extermination in Bunker 5 had ceased altogether. For some 
time now no corpses had been burnt in the pits behind crematorium 5. But 
the ovens in this crematorium were operating again. As we had feared 
there was another selection. It came on 7 October.” 
“The hot summer had ended and now it was autumn. For some time now 
pits had not been used for burning corpses, Z`[” 
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“On arrival, all seven of us, without exchanging a word, understood why 
our SS man had been so kind. I immediately had to throw up. We saw two 
large rectangles traced out on the ground some 20–30 meters wide and 
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43;��/�*Q��$�.�Eyewitness�Auschwitz. Three Years in the Gas Chambers.��($'!��!"���).��$A������

75>5.�0$�$�S&�($"�1��?�(0$�7555��$��'!(�,)�	#�!�
/��$$.��0'�� �.���/�7-3.�744.�734.�7:4.�786/�
435�*�%0P��!"�W�'$�
��,��D.�Un survivant.�W"'('�!%����!.����'%.�75;4.���/�7659778/�



77;� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

50–60 meters long. In one of them, there were red stains. In the middle 
there were, at regular intervals, three posts with spotlights on top. The oth-
er rectangle was only sketched out on the ground, the earth had a normal 
color and at the places of the posts had been dug three holes.” 


��,��DC%�&!'(�0�"� (��%$(�&�� (0$���%(%��!"� '!%(����%��(�' 0(%��!� (��/��0$�!$2(�
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“We had seen a kind of barn, closed on three sides, of the type where the 
farmers store their hay, and not far from there three or four pretty build-
ings, like country houses, of which only the first, fairly close, was clearly 
visible. The convoys arrived, adult men and small children together, wom-
en, girls, and babies together. They moved, completely naked, in groups of 
twenty towards the cottage. Even from a distance, we could see that they 
were not scared. They were led by an odd-looking group in white, four 
men, then two SS Z?$![. 
When the persons had entered the cottage, a heavy door was closed on 
them. When the door had been well locked, an SS Z?�![ walked by with a 
tin-can (the tin-can that I saw looked exactly like a paint can) and disap-
peared from view, hidden by the house. Then we heard a clanking sound of 
an opening, more like a trap than like a window. Then two more clanking 
sounds, the prayer �0?��	%��$� sounded, then we heard some screams, but 
only very faintly. 
One by one, at the last moment, before vanishing behind the door, the peo-
ple understood. I saw one group of men resisting. The event had been fore-
seen: a detail of four or five persons waiting near the door pushes them in 
while an SS Z?�![ shoots them in the head. The outside of the cottage was 
so ordinary that such an incident was very rare. Over seven days, I only 
saw one revolt with my own eyes. But others did occur because several 
times, from a distance, we heard the characteristic noise of a point-blank 
shot.” 
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“Thus, the hole was gigantic, laid out to bury several thousand Jews. On 
the other hand, if it had contained only a few corpses, the earth would not 
have been stained with blood. Now, four houses and twenty persons per 
house were insufficient to fill such a basin.” 
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“When the first crematorium oven became operational, the victims were 
recovered to be burned: I was part of the ��??�!"� made to dig out the 
dead, thousands of dead.” 


��,��D��""%+�
“Two months later I met a detainee still employed at digging out the dead. 
Not just mud: the ground was frozen. They had to break the ground and the 
dead with pick-axes.” 
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“President: Where were gassings done in 1942? 
Buki: I was put into the special unit on December 14, 1942. Our first task 
was to burn the corpses of the preceding special unit. The striped clothes 
of those detainees were all over the place. The corpses were burned in 
trenches. There were as yet no crematoria. The gassings were done in little 
whitewashed houses. Our unit was split up into special units I and II. From 
our transport 200 detainees had been selected for the special unit. Later, 
special units I and II were enlarged. 
P: How long were the two little houses used for gassing? 
B: Until the crematoria were built. 
P: Were there gassings every day? 
B: Yes, most days, day and night. 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
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P: How did the incineration run, when the crematoria were not yet built? 
B: SS men with dogs were guarding the arrivals. They had to undress and 
line up. Then the door to the farmhouse was opened, it was ‘walk up!’ and 
the dogs were turned on the people. Not all would go in each time. Some-
times there were too many. In the end it was always the sick and elderly 
who remained. They were shot outside, dressed. 
P: Then what happened? 
B: The door was screwed shut. Then the gas was thrown in through the 
window. There was a specialist for that. A car with a red cross also came 
up. This car was present at every gassing. 
P: Were there any doctors around? 
B: Yes.” 

�!� �$�$?,$�� 7:.� 75;6� �&�'� �$�$�%$"� �� !�(��'D$"� "$�����('�!� '!� G$�&%��$?�
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“On 10th December 1942, I… was arrested by the Germans and trans-
ported to Auschwitz where I arrived on the 12th of that month… 
The next morning at 5 o’clock, an SS officer accompanied by several men 
ordered us to go outside and took us to a brick farmhouse on the edge of a 
wood. In front of this house there were about 40 corpses of shot (?) men. 
We loaded these bodies onto trolleys mounted on narrow-gauge rails. The 
door of the house was then opened by an SS man. We saw that the interior 
was full of corpses, some lying some standing and others hanging onto one 
another. About twenty minutes or perhaps half an hour after the door was 
opened, we were given the order to remove the bodies and load them on 
the trolleys. 
The bodies were all naked and some had blue stains on them. We took the 
trolleys to a grave about 40 metres long and I dank about 6 metres wide 
which was about 100 metres (actually 300 to 400) from die house. Before 
the grave there was another group of deportees who threw the bodies into 
the hole... We learned that we formed part of a group called a 
‘��!"$���??�!"�C whose job was to transport the bodies of the gassed to 
the grave... 
While, on the first occasion, we were taken to the house after the gassing 
had already taken place, later we were already there when the convoy ar-
rived. Under these conditions I was able to see the whole process. The 
men, women and children were made to undress in a shed near the house. 
They were then obliged to walk very quickly or even run between two ranks 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
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of SS who had dogs. In this way they reached the open door of the house 
and went in. They were told that it was simply a shower for disinfection 
purposes, after which they would be admitted to the camp to work there 
under normal conditions. When the interior of the house was absolutely 
full, the door was closed. Doctor Mengele who was often (present) or an-
other doctor replacing him, gave an SS man the order to inject the gas. To 
do this he climbed several steps by the side wall of the house and intro-
duced through a little chimney (opening) the contents of the can that he 
opened with a knife. About twenty minutes after the injection of the gas, the 
door was opened and the work of removing the bodies commenced about 
half an hour afterwards. After being taken back to Block 11, we could see 
the flames that consumed the bodies in the grave.”�

*'�(�!��&�'����'?%�(��0�#$����'#$"��(��&%�0A'(D��!��$�$?,$��7-.�753-.��!"�
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753-/4:4��$!�$.��&�'�A�&�"�0�#$����'#$"��(��&%�0A'(D�A'(0�(0$�%�?$�(��!%���(�
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(0$�$�A$�$�466�?$?,$�%��1� (0$�%�$�'���&!'(.�!�(��!�)��,�&(� 1��()E� (0$)�A$�$�
 �%%$"��!"�!�(�%0�(E��!"�(0$'������%$%�A$�$�,&�!(�'!���$?�(��'&?�1&�!��$%��!"�
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�0$�A'(!$%%�&%$%���%���!�(0$���'($���)�(0$?$��1�(0$������ �!"��%(��).�(0�(�
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4:4��/��D$�0.�Kalendarium… .�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.��/�4:-/�
4:3� Ibidem.��/�435/�
4:: �/�eA'$,�����$(���/.�op. cit. <!�($�-8>=.���/�371/.��/�3;/�
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�,$�%�0��1&$0�$��'!��&%�0A'(D���?�N4:8��!"���!�$�!%�$2��&%'#$�)�(0$����$ $"�
�(���'('$%��1����Oberscharführer�M�&%($�N����M�&%($�9��,$�%/N4:>��$�$.��&�'�
?��$%�!��?$!('�!��1�0'%���$%&?$"���('#'()�!$���(0$�%�9����$"�B�&!�$�%/C�

�0$� �(0$�� "$��%'('�!� '%� "�($"� G�!&��)� >.� 7538.� �!"� ��!�$�!%�*�2'?'�'�!�

��,!$�.�(0$�0$�"��1�(0$����'('�����$�('�!��(��&%�0A'(D/�	(�A�%�"��A!�&���(�(0$�
���'�$��'�$�(���($��1��'$!!���!"�'%�'!�
$�?�!/��0$�A'(!$%%�"$����$"+4:;�

“Z	[�Was deported to the Birkenau camp in 1942 as detainee, and within a 
few days of my arrival at the camp Z	[�was assigned to the special unit that 
had to do work in and around the crematorium. 
My work consisted of moving the corpses from the gas chambers to the 
various incineration sites (crematorium, cremation pits). This I did until 
November 1944 ZA0$![ the gassings were stopped. 
The gassings occurred in the following way: 
After the arrival of a transport, a selection was carried out on the platform 
of the station, in the presence of �,$�%(&�?1Q0�$� Grabner. They were told 
to undress quickly and totally, under the pretext that they would be taken to 
a bath. Those who did not undress quickly enough were brutally beaten 
with clubs by the SS, besides, the heat in the gas chambers was so great 
that most people were numbed before they actually died. Here, too, �,$�9
%(&�?1Q0�$� Grabner was sometimes present. The gassing as such took 6–8 
minutes, and the rooms were opened after half an hour, whereupon the 
corpses – sometimes so entangled they had to be torn from one another – 
ZA$�$[ transferred to the incineration. 
But before they were burned, the women’s hair was cut and all corpses 
possessing gold teeth were divested of them. These objects were thrown in-
to a particular box, which was immediately taken to the Political Depart-
ment, of which Maximilian Grabner was the head. 
Grabner participated in the ill-treatment of the people before the so-called 
bathing; he was always dressed exceedingly pedantZ'����)[ and walked 
around with polished boots, his hands crossed behind his back, and beat 
the people or kicked them with Z0'%[ feet. 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
4:8���'����1�(0$��&%�0A'(D���?�� ���'%�!.�#��/�3:�.��/�83/�
4:>����,�,�)�G�%$1���&%($�.��1�A0�?�'(�'%��!�A!��!�)�(0�(�0$�A�%����?�($"�(��Rottenführer��!���(�9

,$��4.�7537/����,$�(���$'.��0�?�%�
��(&?.�G�!�����$�.�$(���/�<$"%/=.�Standort- und Kommandan-
turbefehle des Konzentrationslagers Auschwitz 1940-1945.��/
/���&�.�*&!'�0�-666.��/�>6/�
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My declarations made above correspond fully and completely to the truth 
and I affirm this by a signature with my own hand.” 

�0$�$�'%��!�(0$��0�!"A�'(($!�"��&?$!(�,)��&�'.�,&(�'(�'%���%'?��$���%(���".�'!�
A0'�0� 0$� '!1��?%� (0$� �'$!!�� ���'�$� �'�$�(���($� (0�(� 0$� 0�%� �0�! $"� �$%'9
"$!�$/4:5�
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“We left the camp. We passed through small clearings, a little wood. About 
every 300 metres there was a watch tower. 
Suddenly, a deportee left the ranks and started running in the direction of 
the camp shouting ‘�$'!.�!$'!/no, no, I want to go back to the camp’. We 
stopped, an SS man shouted to him to come back. He did not obey, the SS 
shot him. Four deportees went to fetch him. Three hundred metres further 
on, another deportee did exactly the same as the first. I could not under-
stand a thing... 
... Ten minutes later, I saw in the distance big heaps of corpses, as if there 
was a death factory near by. As we approached, we could see them better. 
They were all mixed up together like wooden dummies. Some had their 
cheeks torn. Their gold teeth had been extracted. There were women, chil-
dren, babies. 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
4:5� Ibidem.��/�;-/�
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We marched 200 metres and stopped in a clearing. Two SS officers were 
there and gave orders to the SS men. Further on about one hundred 
��!"$���??�!"� men were pushing platforms of 3m by 2m mounted on 
wheels and on these platforms there were corpses lying one on top of the 
other. They put them in front of graves about 20m long, 3m wide and 
2.50m deep. 
There were about ten graves ready to receive the martyrs. Parallel to these 
open graves there were some that had been covered with earth and these 
extended over about 300 metres. It could not have been long since they 
were covered over. On the earth in places there were trickles of light col-
oured decomposed fat mixed with blood. After receiving orders, the Capos 
split us into groups. Some of our comrades took picks and shovels and 
jumped into the graves. As for me, I went with other comrades to join the 
��!"$���??�!"� to transport the corpses like them. The men of the 
��!"$���??�!"� received us with stone throwing and called us all sorts 
of names. They laughed and amused themselves like criminals, making 
themselves accomplices of the SS to please them. Basically, it was that, the 
nazi regime... all of a piece. 
In this ��??�!"�, the ����%, the SS and the ��!"$���??�!"� all hit us, 
and threw us on the heaps of bodies to laugh at our fear. The SS fired on us 
and every day we had to take to assassinated comrades back to the camp to 
be counted at the evening roll call. 
At midday the ��!"$���??�!"� ate separately and we ate far from them, 
almost a double ration and a few potatoes. There was also a distribution of 
bread from a convoy, stale and even mouldy. Some comrades exchanged 
non-mouldy bread for mouldy in order to have a bigger quantity. Little 
pools of water formed in the graves and as we were very thirsty, we quickly 
jumped down and lapped up the water and climbed out again very fast. We 
were reduced to the state of animals... 
One morning, we had hardly arrived and were getting ready to pick up the 
picks and shovels, when an SS who was waiting for us ordered the guards 
to keep marching and to follow him. We crossed the entire clearing and 
took the track along which the wagons arrived... 
We arrived in another clearing. There were two big concrete blocks at 
least 20m wide and perhaps as many long. Near these blocks there were 
three mountains of bodies. One of men, one of women and one of children 
under ten. 
The ��!"$���??�!"� men received us as on previous occasions with 
stone throwing and abuse. We stopped in front of the big heaps of corpses 
and the ����% made us understand that we had to load the corpses on the 
wagon platforms and transport them to the empty graves. We rushed to the 
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wagons and started working like mad... for what mattered most was to get 
away from the gas chambers... 
One morning, the doors of the Bunkers, as they called them, were open. I 
noticed that there were shower heads and along the walls clothes hooks. I 
remember that a comrade made signs to me to make me understand that we 
should never look in that direction, which meant also, ‘if you don’t want to 
be shot at by a sentry, don’t look’. In fact I saw that all the comrades were 
working with their backs to the Bunkers to avoid giving even the slightest 
glance towards the two extermination Bunkers... 
One day, arriving at work I saw electricians installing lamp posts by the 
empty graves and fitting big lamps. I immediately realised that there were 
also going to be night shifts... 
The same day, 4th September 1942, after the roll call, there was a ‘selec-
tion’ and contrary to what normally happened every time there was a se-
lection, this time the nazis chose the strongest, the most healthy. 
We waited a good hour before departing. A commrade said to me: ‘What 
are you doing amongst us ? Didn’t you hear the order that those who 
worked in the ��!"$���??�!"� were not to step out of the ranks?’ I was 
dumbfounded... 
After two hours march we arrived at the Jawischowitz camp.” 

��$%%���(0$!��$��($%�A0�(��$!��&,'�(��"�0'?�"&�'! ��!�'!($�#'$A.��,�&(�A0'�0�
0$� '#$%�!��"$(�'�%/��0'%�'%�0�A�(0$�A'(!$%%�"$%��',$"�(0$�B �%��0�?,$�C+�

“The Bunker was a brick-built house, with the windows filled in... We had 
to turn our backs to the Bunker when we picked up the corpses, never look 
at the gas chambers... 
Twenty metres from me, there was a door still open, of the rolling or slid-
ing type, and beyond it on one side a ground floor door through which we 
could see shower heads. From the back no writing was visible. The 
��!"$���??�!"� took the people out of the gas chambers and twenty me-
tres away made them into separate piles of women, children and old men.” 

�$!��&,'.� (��.� 0�%� (�'$"� (�� 1'��� '!� A'(0� 0'%� '?� '!�('�!� 0'%� "$1$�('#$� �!�A9
�$" $��1�(0$������ �!"��%(��)��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%/C��0&%.�0$�"$%��',$%�M(A����� $�
��!��$($�,����%��(��$�%(�-6?�A'"$��!"��$�0��%��%�?�!)���! .N�A0'�0�1�'$%�'!�
(0$�1��$��1�(0$���(0�"�2�#$�%'�!.������"'! �(��A0'�0�(0$�(A�� �%%'! �'!%(����9
('�!%�A$�$� !�(� ����($"� (� $(0$�� ,&(� 1��� ����(E� (0$)�A$�$�?�"$��1� ,�'��%.� !�(�
��!��$($E��!"�(0$)�A$�$�!�A0$�$�!$���%S&��$9%0��$"�<7:?�g�8?�1����&!�$��7.�
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"$�'"$"�)�!$A�!�($�'!(��(0$���(0�"�2������ �!"��#$�%'�!+�(0$�B�&!�$�C�<(0$)�
�!$A�!�(0'! ��,�&(��!)�!&?,$�.�-.�������(0$�A'%$=�A�%�!�(�(0$����$ $"����'%0�
1��?�0�&%$�(&�!$"�'!(���� �%��0�?,$�.�,&(��!$����?��$���$?�('�!�(�$!�0$%a�

8/3/7/�G�%$1��������
�0$�A'(!$%%����'#$"��(��&%�0A'(D��!����'��77.�7533.484�A'(0���G$A'%0�(��!%���(�
1��?��(0$!%��!"�A�%��$ '%($�$"�A'(0�	��!�/�7;->45/��1($��0�#'! �%�$!(�(0�$$�
A$$�%�'!�(0$�S&���!('!$���?���		�.�0$�,$��?$���?$?,$���1�(0$�%�9����$"�%�$9
�'���&!'(� �!"�A�%��%%' !$"� (�� B�&!�$��-/C��$� �$��($%� (0$� 1����A'! ��,�&(�0'%�
1'�%(�"�)�A'(0�(0'%�Kommando+483�

“I remember the first day very well. We were in the D-camp, and one night 
we were taken behind the outermost crematorium building, where I saw the 
most gruesome thing I have ever experienced in my life. A small transport 
had arrived that day. We did not have to work, we were taken there only to 
get used to the sight. There were excavated trenches, called ‘Bunkers,’ to 
burn the corpses. They brought the corpses from the gas chambers to those 
‘Bunkers,’ threw them in, and burned them in a fire.” 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
48-�
/�
�$'1.�Wir weinten tränenlos... Augenzeugenberichte der jüdischen “Sonderkommandos” in 

Auschwitz.��I0��&��$��� .����� !$��$'?����'$!!��755:/�
484��$�%�$��%�$���!$�&%�)��1����'��73/�
483�
/�
�$'1.�op. cit.�<!�($�48-=.���/�51/�
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M�0$� �&($�?�%(� ��$?�(��'&?N� A�%� ��$?�(��'&?� �E� (0$�$1��$� (0$� A'(!$%%�
����$"�B�&!�$��-C�'!�(0$�)��"��1�(0�(���$?�(��'&?a�

�0$!��%�$"�M��!�)�&�"$%��',$�(0$�B�&!�$�CcN�(0$�A'(!$%%��!%A$�$"+48:�
“Yes, it was a large pit, to which the corpses were brought and then 
dumped in. The pits were deeply excavated, wood had been piled up at the 
bottom. From the gas chambers they brought the corpses here and threw 
them into the pits. The pits were all outside, in the open air. There were 
some pits, in which corpses were being burned.” 

�0$�A'(!$%%�?��$%�!��?$!('�!��(������1�(0$�0�&%$�A'(0�(0$����$ $"� �%��0�?9
,$�.� %�� (0�(� 1��?� 0'%� %(�($?$!(%� �!$� "�$%� !�(� $#$!� &!"$�%(�!"� A0$(0$�� (0$�
����%$%�,&�!$"� '!� (0$%$� B�&!�$�C9�'(%���?$� 1��?� (0$���$?�(��'����� 1��?� (0$�
B�&!�$�C90�&%$/��$�"�$%�!�(�'!"'��($�(0$�!&?,$���1��'(%�$'(0$�/�

8/3/-/�G����#�
�,�'�
�0'%�A'(!$%%.� (��.����'#$"��(��&%�0A'(D�A'(0� (0$� (��!%���(��1����'��77.�7533.�
�!"�A�%��$ '%($�$"�A'(0�	��!�/�7;-:85/��$�(������'?%�(��0�#$�,$$!��%%' !$"�
(�� (0$� %�9����$"� %�$�'��� &!'(/� �'(0� �$%�$�(� (�� (0$� (��'�� �1� '!($�$%(� 0$� "$9
����$"+488�

“From the end of April and throughout the month of May, several trans-
ports of Hungarian Jews came to Birkenau Z$#$�)� "�)c[. There were so 
many people in the transports that the capacity of the crematoria was too 
low to handle them all. So pits were made, and in this way one could burn 
another thousand every day. My group from the special unit worked in the 
wood next to the ‘��&,^& $,^&"$C Z'!��?��$0$!%',�$.��$�0��%�%�&!��,&'�"9
'! [ opposite Crematoria III–IV. Pits were arranged there to burn the 
corpses that the Crematorium itself could not handle. Those pits were 
called ‘Bunker.’ I worked there for three days. From the gas chamber, one 
brought the corpses to the Bunker and burned them. 
The Bunker was in the middle, among trees, so one could not see what 
happened there. 
The method of cremation was as follows: the corpses were put down on a 
layer of wood, then more wood and boards was laid on them and so on, 
three stories or more. Then an SS man came, poured gasoline on top, 
threw in a match – and everything went up in flames. About 1000 corpses 
were burned per hour. The fat from the corpses was sufficient for the fire. 
One put down a kilogram of coal and two boards, already burning, among 
the bodies.” 

�0'%�A'(!$%%�"�$%�!�(�%�$����1���B�&!�$�C�,&'"'! �$'(0$�/������"'! �(��0'?.�
(0$�����%$%�,&�!'! �'!�(0$��'(%�A$�$�(0�%$��1�G$A%� �%%$"�'!�(0$���$?�(��'�a�
���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
48:� Ibidem.��/�76/�
488�
/�
�$'1.�op. cit.�<!�($�48-=.��/�74-/�



7-;� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

�$���!�O&" $�0'%���$"','�'()�!�(��!�)�1��?�A0�(�0$�%�)%��,�&(�(0$�B�&!�$�C�
�'(%� �!"� �,�&(� (0$'�� ��$?�('�!� �����'()� <7.666� ����%$%� �$�� 0�&�a=.� ,&(� ��%��
1��?�(0$�1����A'! ��%%$�('�!+488�

“One had to burn 24,000 Hungarian Jews every day.” 
�'%� "$%��'�('�!� �1� �)���!� �� �!"�  �%$�&%� 0)"�� $!� �)�!'"$� '%� �1� �� %'?'����
S&��'()+48>�

“When he Z�!����?�![ threw in the gas from above, it spread blue Zi.e..��%�
��,�&$����&"[. The material itself came in blue cubes, which dissolved on 
contact with air, liberating a gas that caused immediate suffocation.” 

�$!�$.��)���!���A�%���?��%$"��1�,�&$��&,$%�(0�(�"'%%��#$"��!���!(��(�A'(0�
�'�� '!(�� �� ,�&$�  �%/� G&%(� �%� ���� (0$� �(0$�%� �'�$� 0'?.� (0$�A'(!$%%� (0�& 0(� (0�(�
MBlausäureN� <�'($����)� B,�&$� ��'"C.� #$�!��&����
$�?�!� 1���0)"�� $!� �)�!'"$=�
A�%�'(%$�1�,�&$��!"� �#$��11�,�&$�#����%.�A0$�$�%�'(���(&���)�'%���������$%%��'S9
&'"/48;� �0$� ����&%� ����'$�� �!�A0'�0� '(�A�%� �"%��,$"� 1��� (0$�?�!&1��(&�$� �1�
�)���!��.��!�(0$��(0$��0�!".�A�%�?�"$��1� )�%&?.��%�'%�A$����!�A!/�

�0$��'($���)�?�('1��1�(0$�,�&$�#����%��1�0)"�� $!��)�!'"$�A�%���($��(��$!�
&��,)�
'�0��"��I���<%$$�����/�8/:/>/=/�

8/3/4/���'$D$���'%$!%�0?'"(�
�0$� A'(!$%%� ��?$� (�� �&%�0A'(D� �!� �$�$?,$�� ;.� 753-.� A'(0� �� (��!%���(� �1�
G$A%�1��?�
��"!���!"��$�$'#$"�	��!�/�;6>83/��0$�!$2(�"�).�0$�A�%��%%' !$"�
(�� (0$�%�9����$"�%�$�'���&!'(/��$�A���$"�M1���0��1���)$��N� 1��?�M���'#���&!('��
(0$�!$A���$?�(��'��A$�$��&(�'!(��%$�#'�$�'!�*�)9G&!$�7534NZ485[��(�B�&!�$��7/C�
��A$#$�.������"'! �(����(0�"�2�0'%(��'� ���0)�(0'%�,&'�"'! �A�%�"$?��'%0$"�
'!�*���0�7534a�

�'%$!%�0?'"(.�(��.�,$�'$#$"�(0�(�(0$�($�?�B�&!�$�C��$1$��$"�(��(0$�M�'(%N�'!9
%($�"��1���,&'�"'! +4>6�

“They themselves then threw the corpses into the pits. The pits, or ‘Bun-
kers’ as we called them, were large and deep.” 

�0$� A'(!$%%� "�$%� !�(� 1����A� 0'%� ���$ $"� ����$� &$� G����#� 
�,�'C%� �,%&�"�
%(�($?$!(��$ ��"'! �(0$���$?�('�!������'()��1�7.666�����%$%��$��0�&�.�"$����9
'! �'!�(0'%��$ ��"+4>7�

“The cremation of corpses in a pit took 24 hours, sometimes even a day 
and a half.” 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
48>� Ibidem.��/�737/�
48;� 	!��!��11'�'���S&$%('�!!�'�$�1����'#'�'�!�"'%'!1$�(��%�A$��$�"++�M\/+���$%�0)"�� $!��)�!'"$�0�#$���

"$1'!'($������c��/+���.�0)"�� $!��)�!'"$�'%�������$%%�,�(0��%����'S&'"��!"��%��� �%/�\/+��0$!�A0)�
'%�'(�����$"����&%^&�$�Z,�&$���'"[c��/+��$��&%$�'!'('���)�'(�A�%�?�"$�1��?���&%%'�!���&$/N��/��$!D.�
�/�
�%%!$�. Schädlingsbekämpfung mit hochgiftigen�Stoffen.�Heft 1: Blausäure.��$��� %,&�00�!"9
�&! �#�!�
'�0��"���0�$(D.��$��'!�7543.��/�7:/�

485�
/�
�$'1.�op. cit.�<!�($�48-=.��/�7;6/�
4>6� Ibidem.��/�7>;/�
4>7� Ibidem.��/�7>5/�
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	!���?�$!%�('�!.�0$��$��$(��($"��!�(0$���,%&�"'().��!$�%����$�)�?$!('�!$"�,)�
0'%�����$� &$+4>6�

“The fuel for these cremations was basically the fat from the corpses.” 
�0'%�'%����$����$#��&('�!�'!�(0$�1'$�"��1���$?�('�!a�

�0$!�
�$'1��%�$"�0'?+�M��!�)�&�"$%��',$�(0'%�1'�%(�B��'?'('#$C� �%��0�?9
,$��'!�(0$�1��?$��1��?0�&%$cN�(0$�A'(!$%%��$��'$"+4>7�

“There was a sign on the door saying ‘shower bath.’ There were two en-
trances; the victims went in through one and the corpses were taken out 
through the other. The sign mentioned hung on this other door, which was 
exactly opposite the entrance door.” 

�0'%� "$%��'�('�!� '%� �(� #��'�!�$�A'(0� (0$� B��(0�"�2C� �!$.� '!�%?&�0� �%� '(� �$%(%�
&��!�(0$�$2'%($!�$��1���%'! �$� �%��0�?,$�/������"'! �(���D��?����� �!.�'!�
1��(.� B�&!�$��7C�A�%�%��'(�&�� '!(�� (A�����?%.�$��0�A'(0� '(%��A!�"���.�A0'�0�
(0&%�%$�#$"�,�(0��%��!����$%%�1���(0$�#'�('?%��!"�(��$2(���(�(0$�����%$%/��0$%$�
(A��"���%.� 1&�(0$�?��$.�A$�$�!�(� ����($"� '!� (A������%'! �A���%.�,&(� %'"$�,)�
%'"$/�

�!�(0$�,�%'%��1�(0'%.�(0$�A'(!$%%���!('!&$%�A'(0�0'%����$ $"�$)$A'(!$%%�($%9
('?�!)+4>-�

“They took us into the yard, opened the door of the building – and our eyes 
turned blind.” 

�$�$�M(0$�"���N�'%�(0$����$ $"�"����1���(0$��$?�#����1�(0$�����%$%/��!�(0$��(09
$��0�!".� '1� (0$� �%��0�?,$��0�"� (A��"���%.��!$�"�$%�!�(�%$$�A0)� '(�A�%�!�(�
��%%',�$�(��(��$��&(�(0$�����%$%�1��?�(0$�$!(��!�$�"�����%�A$��/�

�0$�A'(!$%%� ��%��?$!('�!%� (0$� ���$ $"�&!"�$%%'! �,������%.� 1���A0'�0�0$�
'!#$!($"�(0$�!$A�"$%' !�('�!�M�&(%�4��!"�3N+4>7�

“They were all taken to Huts 3 and 4, which served for undressing. They 
had originally been horse stables.” 

�$�$.�(0$�A'(!$%%���!1&%$%�(0$�MPferdestallbarackenN�<0��%$9%(�,�$�,������%=.�
��%(�!"��"�
$�?�!�,�������()�$�"$%' !�('�!.�A'(0���(&���%(�,�$%a�

8/3/3/��0�&���0�%�!�
�0'%�A'(!$%%.� (��.����'#$"��(��&%�0A'(D�A'(0� (0$� (��!%���(��1����'��77.�7533.�
�!"�A�%� '#$!�	��!�/�7;-:->/��$.�(��.����'?%�(��0�#$�,$$!��%%' !$"�(��(0$�%�9
����$"�%�$�'���&!'(��!"�(��0�#$�%(�)$"�(0$�$�1���$' 0(�?�!(0%/4>4��$�$�'%�0'%���9
��&!(��1�0'%�1'�%(�O�,�!$���B�&!�$��-C+4>3�

“We looked around in the wood, and what did we see? A little farmhouse, 
an isolated hut. We got there, entered, and when they opened the door I 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
4>-� Ibidem.��/�7>>/�
4>4� Ibidem.��/�-3>/�
4>3� Ibidem.��/�--;/�
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saw the horror. The inside was full of corpses, from some transport, well 
over 1,000 corpses. The whole room chock-full of corpses.” 

�0'%�M1��?0�&%$N�(0&%�0�"���%'! �$� �%��0�?,$��A'(0���%'! �$�"���/������"'! �
(�� (0$���(0�"�2�#$�%'�!.��!� (0$��(0$��0�!".� (0$�$�A$�$� 1�&�� �%��0�?,$�%� '!�
(0$�0�&%$.�$��0�A'(0�(A��"���%.�$' 0(�"���%�'!����/�

�&(� 1��� (0'%� A'(!$%%� �%� A$��.� (0$� B�&!�$�C� '%� !�(� (0$� M1��?0�&%$.N� ,&(� ��
�'(+4>3�

“We had to take out the corpses. There was, in the area, a basin, a deep 
pit, which was called ‘Bunker’.” 

�%�$"�,)�(0$�'!($�#'$A$��M�0$�$�A�%�(0'%�,�%'!c.N�(0$�A'(!$%%�$?�0�%'D$%+4>:�
“They called that ‘Bunker.’ Now, when I was at Auschwitz again, I could 
find neither the pit nor the house. That must have been behind Crematori-
um IV Z�]��[.” 

�$�$.�(0$�A'(!$%%�����$%�B�&!�$��-C�'!�(0$�)��"��1���$?�(��'&?��a��0$!.�(��.�
�(�#��'�!�$�A'(0�(0$���(0�"�2�#$�%'�!.�(0$�$�A�%���%'! �$�B�&!�$�C��'(.�A0'�0�
A�%� ����($"� M�� 1$A�?$($�%.� �$�0��%� (0'�()�?$($�%N� 1��?� (0$�  �%� �0�?,$�E4>:�
%&�0���"'%(�!�$�A�&�"�0�#$���?��$($�)��,#'�($"�(0$�!$$"�1�����!����A9 �& $�
��'����"�1��� (0$�(��!%���(�('�!��1�(0$�����%$%.�?$!('�!$"�,)�0'%�����$� &$%/4>8�
�!"�(0'%�'%�A0�(�0$�%�)%��,�&(�(0$�B�&!�$�C��'(+4>:�

“The pit was very deep, I think some four meters. Z`[ the fire burned day 
and night, and we had to throw in corpses all the time.” 

	1� (0$��'(�0�"�,$$!� (0�(�"$$�.� (0$�A�($��A�&�"�0�#$� 1'��$"� '(� (���(� �$�%(� (0�$$�
?$($�%.�,$��&%$��(�(0$�('?$.�'!�(0$�#'�'!'()��1�B�&!�$��-.C�(0$�A�($��(�,�$�A�%�
�(� �� "$�(0� �1� 6/46� (�� 7/-6�?$($�%/4>>��0$� "$�(0� %(�($"� ,)� (0$�A'(!$%%� %$�#$%�
?$�$�)�(��$2���'!�(0$�$!��?�&%���$?�('�!������'()��1�(0$��'(.��%���!�,$�%$$!�
��$���)�1��?�(0$�"$�����('�!��1��$�!���0$!��,�&(�(0$�����$?$!(��1�(0$�����%$%�
'!���)$�%�<��)$�%��1�A��"��!"�����%$%=�'!����'(�<�1/�,$��A=/�

�!�(0$��(0$��0�!".�(0$���$?�('�!�M����(0$�('?$N�'!�(0$��'(%�'%�'!���!(��"'�9
('�!�A'(0�(0$�"$�����('�!%��1�(0$��(0$��A'(!$%%$%.��'�$���� �!.�A0��%�'"+4>;�

“We took out the ash from the pits, but only 48 hours after the cremation.” 
�0$�A'(!$%%���%��?��$%�&%$��1�(0$�%'!'%($������� �!"��%(��)��1��$���$�(0��A!�
��'#$�'!(��(0$���$?�('�!��'(%+4>5�

“After these cremations, so I remember, one night a truck arrived full of 
old people, sick, unable to walk, and with their clothes and all they were 
dumped from the truck, the way you dump gravel, directly into the pit – 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
4>:� Ibidem.��/�--5/�
4>8�����$2�?��$.�1��?��/��'%$!%�0?'"(.�ibidem.���/�7>>1/�
4>>��1/�'!�(0'%��$%�$�(�*'�0�$��
^�(!$�.��$�!$��
�"$?��0$�.�M
��&!"���($��'!�(0$���$���1�(0$�����

��?���'��$!�&.N�The Revisionist�7<7=�<-664=.���/�497-E�������*�((� !�.�MB��$?�('�!��'(%C��!"�

��&!"���($���$#$�%��(��'��$!�&N.�ibid..���/�7497>/�

4>;�
/�
�$'1.�op. cit.�<!�($�48-=.��/�85/�
4>5� Ibid..��/�-47/�
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alive! I saw that twice – once on the first day of my work with the special 
unit, and then again later when more transports arrived – they threw these 
people alive into the bunkers – and burned them alive.” 

����(0$�"$%��'�('�!��1�(0'%�%�$!$.�(0$�A'(!$%%�(����0'%�'!%�'��('�!�1��?�(A���'�9
(&�$%�,)���#'"���F�$.�A0'�0�%0�A��!����%��"'$��(�%%'! ��0'�"�$!�'!(������$?�9
('�!��'(�"'�$�(�)�1��?���(�&�������$"��' 0(�!$2(�(��'(%�$" $/4;6�	(�'%�!�(��!����'9
"$!(� (0�(�
'"$�!�
�$'1C%�,����'%� '��&%(��($"�A'(0�!&?$��&%��'�(&�$%�,)���F�$�
'!��&"'! � (0$��!$�%0�A'! � B�&!�$��-/C4;7��0$� (A���'�(&�$%�?$!('�!$"��,�#$�
"��!�(����$���'!�'(.�,&(�(0$)�A$�$�!��"�&,(��!�A!�(������(0$�	%��$�'�A'(!$%%$%/�
���?��$�&��1���(0'%.�(0$�$�'%����'�(&�$�'��&%(��('! ���%'?'����%�$!$+4;-�

“The SS man Moll shoots young women and throws them into a cremation 
pit of Crematorium IV.” 

�$� %0���� ��!��&"$� A'(0� ��  $?� �,�&(� (0$�  �%� �0�?,$�� �1� ��$?�(��'&?� 		�
A0'�0.�,)�'(%$�1.�%0�A%�(0$�(�&%(A��(0'!$%%��1�(0'%�A'(!$%%+4;4�

“Sometimes, poison gas was left over, and we could have been suffocated 
ourselves by inhaling this gas.” 
“Yes, it did happen that another Z?$?,$���1�(0$�"$(�'�[ and I wanted to in-
hale gas the moment they opened the gates of death. Life there was no 
longer worth living. I planned that with someone else who was working 
there with me. But, in the end, we walked out, lay around gasping for air 
and were able to breathe again.” 

�$!�$.�(0$�A'(!$%%��!"�0'%�����$� &$%�$!($�$"�(0$�B �%��0�?,$�C�A'(0�&(��� �%�
?�%���!"�A���$"�A0'�$�0��"'! �(0$'��,�$�(0a�

8/3/:/��$�!���0$!�
�0'%�A'(!$%%����'#$"��(��&%�0A'(D�A'(0� (0$�G$A'%0� (��!%���(� 1��?��(0$!%��!�
���'�� 77.� 7533.� �!"�A�%� �$ '%($�$"�A'(0� 	�� !�/� 7;-35-/��$� ���'?%� (�� 0�#$�
,$$!��%%' !$"�(�� (0$�%�9����$"�%�$�'���&!'(��!"�%$!(� (��A�����(� (0$���$?�('�!�
�'(%+4;3�

“The Germans took us not to the buildings with the incineration installa-
tions but to the incineration pits. I saw several carts there, next to the pits, 
and very close by Z	� %�A[ a building with a small door. Later, I realized 
that they were asphyxiating people there with gas. We waited outside some 
15 minutes and then opened the doors, having been ordered to do so by the 
Germans. 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
4;6��/�����%1$�"�<$"/=.�op. cit. <!�($�-85=.��/�36/�
4;7�
/�
�$'1.�op. cit.�<!�($�48-=.��/�88/�
4;-� Ibidem.��/�7:-/�
4;4� Ibidem.���/�-48.�-3;/�
4;3� Ibidem.���/�-881/�
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The corpses fell out in clusters, and we started to pack them on the carts. 
Those were small open carts the way you have them in coal mines. Much 
smaller than railroad cars. The corpses were taken to the pits. In the pits, 
the corpses were arranged in this way: one layer of women’s and chil-
dren’s corpses, then a layer of wood, then a layer of men and so on until 
the pit – which was a good three meters deep – was full. Then the Germans 
poured gasoline into the pit. The mixture of dead bodies and wood caught 
fire immediately.” 

�0$�A'(!$%%� �!�A%� !$'(0$�� (0$� ��(0�"�2� ($�?� 1��� (0$�  �%%'! � B,&'�"'! C� !���
(0$��!$� '!#$!($"�,)�0'%�����$� &$%�<B�&!�$�C]�'(%=/��'%���' '!�����!(�',&('�!�
(��(0$������ �!"��%(��)�'%�(0$�����! $?$!(��1�(0$�,�"'$%�'!�(0$���$?�('�!��'(%.�
,�%$"��!�(0$�%'��)�,$�'$1�(0�(�(0$�,�"'$%��1�A�?$!��!"��0'�"�$!�,&�!$"�,$(($��
(0�!�(0�%$��1��"&�(�?$!��!"���&�"�(0&%�1&!�('�!��%�1&$��1���(0$���(($�a����?&�0�
%�� (0�(� (0$� 1'�%(� ��)$�� '!� (0$��'(�A�%�!�(�A��".�,&(� (0$�,�"'$%��1�A�?$!��!"�
�0'�"�$!a��%�A$�0�#$�%$$!��,�#$.�(0$��$ $!"��1�(0$��&(���?,&%('�!��1�����%$%�
,)�?$�!%��1�����%$�1�(�"$#$���$"�1��?�(0'%��$�#$�($"�,$�'$1/�

�$.�(��.�?��$�#$��K��'�$�(0$��(0$�%��1�0'%��'!"�K�0�%�1���$!�'!(��(0$�MBlau-
säureN� (���.� ,$��&%$� 0$� (��� �%%$�($"� (0�(��)���!��� M����$"� �'�$� %?���� ,�&$9
 �$$!�%(�!$%/4;:�
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'"$�!�
�$'1�0�%�$2��$%%$"�0'%��"?'��('�!�1���(0$����"' '�&%�?$?��)��1�(0$%$�
(A��,��(0$�%.�A0�?�0$�'!($�#'$A$"�'!�(0$�%&??$���1�7554+4;8�

“Both brothers possess an excellent memory.” 
�&(�(A$!()9�!$�)$��%�$���'$�.�'!��'$!!�.��(�(0$�-8(0�%$%%'�!��1�(0$��$O���9��(��
(�'��� <*���0� -.� 75>-=.� �D��?�.� �1($�� 0�#'! � ��!1&%$"� ��$?�(��'&?� 	� �!"�
B�&!�$��-C�(0$���$#'�&%�"�).�0�"�(���"?'(+4;>�

“I can’t remember Z(0�([ today, after 30 years…” 
��?$A0�(�?'���&��&%�).� (0$!.� '!� 7554� �D��?�� �$?$?,$�$"� (0'! %� 0$� ��&�"�
!�(��$�����'!�75>-a��0&%�(0$����"' '�&%�?$?��)�(0�(�0�"�%���%(�&!"$"�
'"$�!�

�$'1� %'?��)�"$�$!"$"�?&�0�?��$��!� (0$�1��(� (0�(� (0'%� ('?$��D��?����� �!�
A�%�?��$����$1&���!"�0�"��$�$�"����$1&��)�0'%����'%0�"$��%'('�!��1�753:E�(0'%�
A�%�����(0$�$�%'$���%�(0$�'!($�#'$A�(��������$��(��'��$!�&.4;;��!"�(0$�"$��%'('�!�
'%��$�(��(�(0$��&%�0A'(D�*&%$&?/�

�('��.�(0$�(A��,��(0$�%�?�"$�%(�($?$!(%�(0�(����%0�#'��$!(�)�A'(0�(0$���(0�9
"�2�'?� $��1�(0$�����(�(0$���?�/��0$)�A$�$��%%' !$"�(��(0$�%�9����$"�%�$�'���
&!'(��!��$�$?,$��5.�753-.��!"�A$�$�(��$!�(��B�&!�$��-C�(0$�"�)��1($�/��&(��!�
(0�(�#$�)�"�).��D��?���(($?�($"� %&'�'"$�,)� %�'(('! �0'%�A�'%(�A'(0����'$�$��1�
���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
4;:� Ibidem.��/�->7/�
4;8� Ibidem.��/�:7/�
4;>� G/9�/���$%%��.�Auschwitz:….�op. cit.�<!�($�4=.��/�7>-/�
4;;�
/�
�$'1.�op. cit.�<!�($�48-=.��/�35/�
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 ��%%.��!"�(0$�$1��$���&�"�!�(� ���!�A���'! /4;5��$�A�%�(��!%���($"�(��������
-.�A0$�$�(0$�"$(�'!$$%��1�(0$�%�$�'���&!'(�A$�$�0�&%$".��!"�(0$!�(0$�1����A'! �
0���$!$"+456�

“For this, they selected the sick and the weak. Luckily, I belonged to the in-
jured and the weak, and so I was selected. I asked for my brother to be as-
signed to the room detail as well Z`[ thus we remained in Block 2 and did 
not go out for work.” 

�$!�$.��D��?��A�%�!�(��!�)�!�(�M%$�$�($"N�1��� (0$�B �%��0�?,$�%C��%���"�!9
 $��&%�A'(!$%%�(�����?�%%�?&�"$��A0��A�%.�(��(���'(����.�&!�,�$�(��A�����!"�
A$��.� ,&(� '!%($�"� �$�$'#$"� ?$"'���� (�$�(?$!(.� A�%� (��!%1$��$"� (�� ,������%�
��$�!9&�.��!"�$#$!�?�!� $"� (��0�#$�0'%�,��(0$���%%' !$"� (�� (0$� %�?$�A���a�
�,��0�?�(0$!�($��%���%(��)�!���$%%�%&���'%'! +457�

“While we were still working at the pits, one of the guards beat one of our 
comrades. We dropped our tools and declared we would not go on work-
ing. We thus made a small revolt. And what happened? They immediately 
called in higher officers. Someone by the name of Hössler arrived and 
asked us what was the matter. We told him while doing this awful work we 
were being beaten to boot. They could kill us, but we would not go on 
working. Hössler calmed us down and said we would no longer be beaten. 
He immediately ordered additional food brought us. And they no longer 
beat us.” 

�0$�$1��$.�(0'%��$#��(��1�(0$�%�$�'���&!'(�A�%�!�(�"��A!$"�'!�,���".�,&(���(0$��
�I%%�$�����?�)����$�($"�(0$��$S&$%(%��1�(0$�'!%&� $!(%.�G$A%����$ $"�)�"��?$"�
(��,$��'��$"�%��!��!)A�)a��(�(0�(�('?$����Oberscharführer����!D��I%%�$��A�%�
0$�"��1�"$(�'!$$���,���<Arbeitseinsatzführer=E�'!�(0�(������'().�0$�0�"�!��O&�'%9
"'�('�!��#$��(0$�1�($��1�(0$���$?�(��'&?��$�%�!!$��<(0$�%�9����$"�%�$�'���&!'(=/�
	1���� �!C%�%(��)�'%�(�&$.�(0$!�(0'%��'!"��1�$#$!(���!��!�)�,$�$2���'!$"�'!�(0$�
��!($2(��1�!��?��.��$��2$"��$��('�!%�,$(A$$!�(0$�����!"�(0$�"$(�'!$$%.�A0'�0�
A�&�"�,$�'!��!�$'#�,�$�'1�(0$�"$(�'!$$%�A$�$���!%(�!(�)�A'(!$%%'! �?�%%�?&�9
"$�%��!"�0�"�(���%%'%(�(0$�$2$�&('�!$�%�'!�"'%��%'! ��1�(0$�����%$%/�

�,��0�?�"$%��',$%� 0'%� $%���$� 1��?� �� B%$�$�('�!C� �1� -66� "$(�'!$$%� �1� (0$�
%�$�'���&!'(�A0��A$�$�(��,$�%$!(�(��*�O"�!$��(��,$�?&�"$�$"�'!�(0�(���?���%�
1����A%+45-�

“I became ill. The SS did not want to reveal that this transport went to 
their death. So it was said ‘the sick will not go along. You will have to stay 
here. There, they need men who can work.’” 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
4;5� Ibidem.��/�>4/��$�%0�&�"��$?$?,$��(0�(�'!�(0$����'%0�"$��%'('�!�0$�0�"�%(�($"�(0�(�0$�0�"�,$��?$�

'��/�
456� Ibidem.��/�>>/�
457� Ibidem.��/�>8/�
45-� Ibidem.��/�;-/�
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�����"'! � (�� (0$� ��(0�"�2� #$�%'�!.� �$ '%($�$"� '!?�($%� �(� �&%�0A'(D� A$�$�
�'��$"�,$��&%$�(0$)�A$�$�%'��.�,&(������$!(�)�(0'%�"'"�!�(�����)�(���D��?���!"�
�,��0�?/��0$%$�(A��"�! $��&%�A'(!$%%$%�(��(0$����?�%%�?&�"$��A$�$�%�#$"�
��$�'%$�)�because� (0$)�A$�$� %'��a��$�$�A$�0�#$� �� B%$�$�('�!C� (0$� �(0$��A�)�
���&!"/�

�%� 1��� �%� (0$� "$%('!�('�!� �1� (0$� B%$�$�($$%C� '%� ��!�$�!$".� �,��0�?� �$9
#$��%+45-�

“They had taken them to Lublin – locked Z(0$?[ in a railroad car and 
somehow – I don’t know how – pumped in gas.” 

�� ,��!"9!$A� ?$(0�"� �1� $2($�?'!�('�!a� �!� (��� �1� (0'%.� (0$� �11'�'��� ���'%0�
����� �!"��0�%�(0$?�!�(� ��(���&,�'!9*�O"�!$��,&(�(���(&((0�1/454�

�$(�&%� ��,����(��(0$�B�&!�$�%/C�	!���!%$S&$!�$��1�A0�(�0�%�,$$!��$��($".�
(0$�,��(0$�%���� �!�A���$"���%'! �$�"�)�<(0$�76(0=�!$���(0$����$ $"�B�&!�$��-C�
'!��$�$?,$��753-.��!"��D��?��A���$"�(0$�$��!�(0$��(A��"�)%�'!�7533+453�

“At the time, we worked near Bunker 2 day and night. I myself worked 
there for two days.” 

�0'%�?$�!%�(0�(���(� $(0$���D��?����� �!�%�$!(� (0�$$�"�)%�!$���B�&!�$��-/C�
�&(�(0�!�%�(��0'%����"' '�&%�?$?��)�0$�%('���?�!� $"�(�� '#$�(��(0$����$%��!"�
(0$���#'$(%�(0�%$�"$(�'�$"�����&!(%�(0�(�A$�0�#$����$�")�"'%�&%%$"a��&�'! �(0$�
'!($�#'$A�A'(0�
�$'1.�0$�1&�!'%0$"��""'('�!���"$(�'�%+45:�

“Snow fell while we marched. We came to an open field, at the end of 
which there was a building that looked like a horse stable, with rough 
doors and a little further up a white farmhouse with a straw-thatched 
roof.” 

�$�(0$!���!1'�?%�(0�(�(0$'��?���0��$"�(0$?���(&���)�M�#$��(0$�%!�A.N458�%�?$9
(0'! ��,%��&($�)�!��?���1�����?�!(0��1��$�$?,$���(��&%�0A'(D/��&(�(0$!�0�A�
��&�"�(0�%$�1�&����$?�('�!��'(%�<��/�-6?�g�>K;?�g�4?=�0�#$���$��($"�A'(0�(0$�
 ��&!"A�($�� !$���  ��&!"� �$#$�.� (0$� 1'�$A��"� 1��D$!� '!� (0$� %!�A.� �!"� A'(0�
?��$�%!�A�1���'! c�

�D��?�� �$%��!�(��%�)�(0�(�A0$!�M(0$�"���N���$!$"��1($��(0$� �%%'! �M�!$�
%$!%$"�(0$�%A$$('%0�(�%($��1�(0$� �%/N45>������$!(�).�!���!$�0�"�(��"�0'?�(0�(�
0)"�� $!� �)�!'"$� ��(&���)� %?$��%� �1� ,'(($�� ��?�!"%45;� �!"� '%� (0$�$1��$� !�(�
%A$$('%0a�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
454��1/��/�*�((� !�.�G/�
��1.�Concentration Camp Stutthof and Its Function in National Socialist 

Jewish Policy.��0$%$%�X��'%%$�(�('�!%���$%%.��0'�� �.�	��/.�-664.���/�859>4/�
453�
/�
�$'1.�op. cit.�<!�($�48-=.��/�;4/�
45:� Ibidem.��/�84/�
458� Ibidem.��/�8:/�
45>� Ibidem.��/�8>/�
45; Enciclopedia medica italiana.�op. cit.�<!�($�734=.��/�736-/�
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#����1�(0$�%�$�'���&!'(Z%[/N367��'%�M�$%('?�!)� '#$!�(���/�*$��!'���!�G�!&��)�
7;.�-667.��!�(0$�����%'�!��1�(0$�1'�%(���)��1�*$?��).N�A�%��&,�'%0$"��!�'!$�
�!�)/36-�	!�G�!&��)�-66-.�1'!���).��0��?���$!$D'�� �#$��!�(0$��'!($�#'$A�(����
�$�(�'!��($1�!�����$!D$((�/364�

�0��?�� �$!$D'�.� ,��!� �(� ����!'�'� '!� 75-4.� A�%� ���$%($"� '!� �(0$!%� �!�
*���0�-3.�7533��!"���($��"$���($"�(���'��$!�&.�A0$�$�0$����'#$"��!����'��77�
�!"�A�%� �$ '%($�$"�A'(0� 	��!�/�7;->->/��$����'?%� (��0�#$�,$$!��%%' !$"� (��
(0$�%�9����$"�%�$�'���&!'(.�,&(�0�%� '#$!�(A����!(��"'�(��)�����&!(%��1�0'%�1'�%(�
"�)� �(�A����A'(0� (0'%�  ��&�/������"'! � (�� (0$� 1'�%(� ����&!(.� 0$�A�%� %$!(� (��
��$?�(��'&?�			.363�,&(�'!�(0$�'!($�#'$A��&,�'%0$"�,)�Il Giornale.��0��?���$9
!$D'��"$%��',$"�0'%�1'�%(�"�)��(�A����A'(0�(0$�%�9����$"�%�$�'���&!'(�'!��!�$!9
('�$�)�"'11$�$!(�A�)+36:�

“The next day Z*�)�8.�7533[ we had to pass through a grove of trees. We 
arrived in front of a shabby-looking farmhouse. Woe to anyone who moved 
or breathed. All in a corner waiting. Suddenly, we heard voices in the dis-
tance: entire families with little children and grand-parents. They were 
forced to undress in the cold. Then they had to enter the cottage. Up came 
a small truck with the sign of the Red Cross, an SS man got out, opened a 
little trap with a tool, and dropped in a can of some stuff, about two kilos. 
He closed Z(0$�(���[ and walked away. Ten minutes later, a door opposite 
the entrance was opened. The ���� called us to take out the bodies. We 
had to push them into the fire in a kind of swimming pool 15 meters away.” 

�0'%� #$�%'�!� �$1$�%� (�� (0$� %�9����$"� B�&!�$�� -/C� �0$�A'(!$%%� "�$%� !�(� �!�A�
(0�(.������"'! �(��(0$���(0�"�2�#$�%'�!.�(0'%�B�&!�$�C�A�%��&(�,����'!(����$��9
('�!� 1��� (0$� ���'#��� �1� (0$��&! ��'�!� G$A%� �(��&%�0A'(D.� i.e.,� �1($��*�)� 7>.�
7533/��0$�%�?$�'%� (�&$�1��� (0$����$ $"�'!�'!$��('�!�M%A'??'! �����/N�����'%�
(0$�A'(!$%%��A��$�(0�(�(0$����$ $"�B�&!�$��-.C�� �'!������"'! �(��(0$���(0�"�2�
���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
455��$$�'!�(0'%��$ ��"�?)���('��$�MB�0$���&(0��,�&(�(0$�
�%��0�?,$�%cC��'%(��'������!%'"$��('�!%��$9
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“From early 1942 onwards, detainees at Auschwitz were murdered by gas-
sing, initially in Block 11. I have seen these gassings myself, the SS went 
around equipped with gas masks, the detainees, 20 to 40 of them, were 
herded into the cells. Then the cells were made tight and put under gas. 
Later the gassings were done in the old crematorium, opposite the SS in-
firmary. In addition to detainees selected for this, the police, the Gestapo, 
and the Wehrmacht brought in people. Holes were drilled into the concrete 
ceiling of the bunkers, through which the gas (Ziklon) Z%'�[ was fed. The 
bunker had a capacity of 700–800 people. Next to the bunker was the 
crematorium, in which the dead were burned immediately. 
Such gassings took place several times a week. Inmates who had been 
picked out for this special labor unit worked in the old crematorium and 
helped with the gassing. This labor unit was itself gassed after some time 
and replaced by new detainees. I myself, or my assistant, in our capacity as 
head of the Political Department, was informed about each one of these 
gassing actions. 
By order of the camp commander, SS �,$�%(&�?,�!!1Q0�$� Höß, 4 modern 
crematoria were built during the winter of 1942/43, as the old crematori-
um was no longer performing. Together with these 4 crematoria there ex-
isted another 4 crematorium halls with a capacity of 2000 persons each. 
The gassings were ordered by Office Group D of the SS Economic and 
Administrative Main Office in Berlin. The head of this section was SS ��'9
 �"$1Q0�$� GlückZ%[ . Z`[ 
While I was head of the Political Department at Auschwitz, some 3– 
6,000,000 persons were murdered in this or a similar way.” 
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“In the Main Camp there was a crematorium consisting of two furnac-
es.Z373[ Corpses were burned there. The crematorium was under the respon-
sibility of the head of the Political Department and the camp surgeon. Dur-
ing my time, 2 or 3 crematoria were under construction at Birkenau. I have 
no knowledge of gas chambers and during my time no detainee was 
gassed. At the time of my transfer, there were some 54,000 detainees at 
Auschwitz and Birkenau, among them about 15,000 women and children. 
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Detainees who fell ill were moved to the infirmary, which was under the 
exclusive responsibility of the camp surgeon.” 

�&(�%��!��/��&?$'$��A�&�"�,$���?�$��$"�(��&!"$�%(�!"/��0$���'('%0�0�!"$"�
0'?���S&$%('�!!�'�$�A0'�0�'!��&"$"�(0$�1����A'! ��$�"'! �S&$%('�!%+37:�

“f) Precise details about Birkenau 
g) Gassings (with all details), number of daily and total victims 
h) Confession about own responsibility in case of gassings. Who carried 
them out (names) and who assigned these people to the task.” 
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“The interrogator is satisfied that the major part of the material of this re-
port is in conformity with the truth as far as the facts are concerned, but 
the personal reactions of Aumeier and his way of thinking may change a 
bit when his fate gets worse.” <$?�0�%'%��""$"= 
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“In the meantime, at Birkenau near the burying area, the construction of-
fice modified two empty houses into gas chambers. One house had 2, the 
other 4 gas chambers. The houses were called bunker 1 and 2. Each cham-
ber accommodated 50–150 persons. In late January or early February 
Z7534375[� the first gassings were carried out there. The detail was called 
�� (��!"$���?.), it was directly attached to the �� Z��?�� ��??�!"$�[ 
under the direction of �/ Grabner and was itself led and managed by �/ 
Hessler Z�I%%�$�[. The area was signposted and designated as security ar-

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
37:��
�.��'�$���/-6;L3887/�\&$%('�!!�'�$�M��$'A'��' $��&%%� $�"$%���'$ % $1�! $!$!���!%�

�&?$'$�N�]�#��&!(��)�%(�($?$!(�,)�(0$�������!%��&?$'$�/�
378� Ibidem.�
$���(�!�/���	���$(�<�=L7;�
$���(��!�'!($��� �('�!��1���'%�!$��!�/�-77��(&,�1/��&?$'$�.�

��!%E���$�%0&%���'%�!�K��& /�76.�753:/�
37>��$$��!�(0'%�	�!���,�'!.�M�0$��$��$(%��1�(0$���!"�!��� $.N�The Guardian.���#$?,$��7-.�-66:E�

"$�%/.�Cruel Britannia; A Secret History of Torture.����(�,$��������%.���!"�!�-67-/�
37;� Ibidem.�
$���(�,)��/��&?$'$���1�G&�)�-:.�753:.���/�>1/�
375���'$1�)�,$1��$�(0�(.��&?$'$��%(�($"+�M�����"'! �(��?)�?$?��).�'(�A�%�'!�(0$�?�!(0��1���#$?,$��

����$�$?,$��753-Z%'�a[�A0$!�(0$�1'�%(� �%%'! ��1��,�&(�:69;6�G$A'%0�'!?�($%����&��$"/N�
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ea, furthermore surrounded by the ��??�!"� with a sentry chain of 8 
men. Z`[ 
Near the Bunkers I and II, 2 barracks had been set up, and the dets. had to 
undress in them and were told that they would go to the delousing and the 
bath. Then they were led into the chambers. These chambers had vents in 
the side wall. 
The gassings took place under the direction of the physician as desribed 
above. The bunkers were regularly opened only the day after. The follow-
ing day, gold teeth were broken out from the corpses, as directed by a den-
tist or a medic; later the women’s hair would also be cut. After that, the 
corpses were burned in pits as already mentioned.” 

�0�(�%(�'�$%�&%�0$�$�'!�(0'%��$%�$�(.�'%�(0$�&%$��1�(0$�($�?�M�&!�$�%�	��!"�		/N�
�%�A$�0�#$����$�")�%$$!.�(0$�($�?�B�&!�$�C�A�%���'!$"��(��&%�0A'(D�"&�'! �
G&" $�G�!��$0!C%�'!#$%(' �('�!�!����($��(0�!����'��753:/�	%�'(���%%',�$�(0�(�(0$�
��'('%0� '!($��� �(��%��!$A��(� �$�%(��� %&??��)��1� (0$����'%0� '!#$%(' �('�!%��1�
�&%�0A'(Dc�	!�?)���'!'�!�(0'%�'%�!�(��!�)���%%',�$�,&(��$�(�'!/�

�&?$'$�� B��!1$%%$"C� '!'('���).� $2��(�)� �'�$� �/� G�!��A%�'.3-6� (0�(� (0$� 1'�%(�
 �%%'! �0�"� (��$!�����$� '!���#$?,$������$�$?,$��753-� '!� (0$�?��(&��)��1�
��$?�(��'&?�	375�K�?��$�(0�!���)$�����($��K��!"�'!���"'11$�$!(�����('�!�K�(0�!�
A0�(���(0�"�2�0'%(��'� ���0)�?�'!(�'!%�<�$�($?,$��7537�'!�(0$�,�%$?$!(��1�
������77=/�
	1�A$�1����A��IJC%�%(�($?$!(.�,)���"$���1��'??�$�� '#$!�"&�'! �%&??$���1�
7537.�(0$�G$A%�A0��A$�$�&!�,�$�(��A�������'���A$�$�(��,$� �%%$".�,&(.��%�
&9
"��1��IJ�%(�($"+3-7�

“the crematorium was too small and could not cope with the incinerations 
so that during the construction of the crematoria at Birkenau gas chambers 
were built as well.” 

	1��IJ�A�%��' 0(.�0�A$#$�.�(0$!�(0$��'��$!�&���$?�(��'��A�&�"�0�#$�,$$!�"$9
%' !$"�1��?�(0$�#$�)�,$ '!!'! �A'(0�0�?'�'"��� �%��0�?,$�%�K���(0$%'%�A0'�0.�
�(� (0$� ('?$.�A�%� &!S&$%('�!�,�$.� ,&(�A0'�0� (�"�).� �1($�� (0$� %(&"'$%� �1� G$�!9
���&"$� ��$%%��.� !�� %�$�'��'%(� ���$�(%� �!)?��$.� !�(� $#$!� 
�,$�(� G�!� #�!�
�$�(/3--�

�&?$'$�.��!�(0$��(0$��0�!".�?�'!(�'!%� (0�(� (0$�1'�%(� �%%'! %�'!�(0$�B�&!9
�$�%C�A$�$�����'$"��&(��%���($��%�G�!&��)�����$,�&��)�7534.�A0'�0�'%��� ���'! �
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A�%� $2�$�($".� $#'"$!(�)� &!"$�� "&�$%%.� (��?��$� �� ��!1$%%'�!� �,�&(� (0$� #$�)�
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!���0�'�$�,&(�(������$�(0�%$�$#$!(%�"&�'! �(0$�('?$��1�0'%���$%$!�$�'!��&%�09
A'(D.�(0�(�'%.�,$(A$$!��$,�&��)�753-��!"��& &%(�7534/��0&%�0'%�('?$�%0'1(/�

�'!���)��$1$��'! �(����$?�(��'&?�		.��&?$'$��A�'($%+3-4�
“In front of the crematorium, also for undressing, a barrack had been set 
up.” 

�%�	�0�#$�%(�$%%$"�$�%$A0$�$.3-3�(0'%�%(��)�A�%�'!#$!($"�,)��$!�)����&,$���!�
*�)�-3.�753:.�(���((�',&($���B��'?'!��C��&���%$�(��(0$���$%$!�$��1���,�������'!�
1��!(��1���$?�(��'&?�		��!��'��$!�&�?���!�/�--78��1�*���0�-6.�7534.�'!�0'%�
($%('?�!)�,$1��$�G&" $��$0!/3-:�
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�$%&�('! �'!�(0$��&%�0A'(D���?��,$��?'! ��&%�0A'(D�	������?��	�<�&%�0A'(D�
		L��?�� 		� ]� �'��$!�&.� �&%�0A'(D� 			L�� $�� 			� ]� ���� �&($�� '!%(����('�!%=� K�
��?$�'!(��1���$��!���#$?,$��--.�7534.3->��!"���&�"�(0$�$1��$�!�(�,$��!�A!�
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'%�S&'($���$���(0�(�(0$��,�#$�"$�����('�!%��1��&?$'$����!��!�)�,$�$2���'!$"�,)�
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&"��1��IJ�
�0$�1��?$����??�!"�!(��1��&%�0A'(D�A�%����$%($"�,)�(0$���'('%0��!�*���0�
77.�7538/��0�$$�"�)%���($�.�0$�A�%�'!($��� �($"�1���(0$�1'�%(�('?$��!"�%(�($"�(0$�
1����A'! ��$ ��"'! �(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C+346�

“Two old farmbuildings, which were situated rather out of the way near 
BIRKENAU, were made airtight and provided with strong wooden doors. 
The transports were unloaded at a siding in BIRKENAU. Prisoners fit to 
work were picked out and brought to the camps. The luggage was left and 
was later taken on to the personal property storage. The others, who were 
meant to be gassed, were marched to the one km. distant plant. The sick 
and people unfit to walk were taken there in lorries.Z347[ In front of the 
farmhouses everybody had to undress behind walls made from branches. 
On the doors was a notice saying ‘�'%'!1$�('�!%��&?C (dis-infection cham-
ber). The �!($�1&$0�$� on duty had to tell the prisoners Z(0��& 0�'!($���$(9
$�%[ to wacthZ%'�[ their kit in order to find it again after having been de-
loused. This prevented disturbances Z1��?� (0$� %(��([. Then they were un-
dressed, they went into the room according to size, 2-300 at a time. The 
doors were locked, Z%��$A$"�(' 0([�and one or two tins of CYKLON B were 
thrown into the room through holes in the wall. It consisted of a rough 
substance of Prussic acid. It took, according to the weather 3 - 10 minutes. 
After an hour later the doors were opened and the bodies were taken out 
by a commando of prisoners, who were permanently employed there, and 
burned in pits. Before being cremated, gold teeth and rings were removed. 
Firewood was stacked between the corpses and when approximately 100 
bodies were in the pit, the wood was lighted with rags soaked in parafin. 
When the fire had started properly more bodies were thrown on to it. The 
fat which collected in the bottom of the pits was put into the fire with buck-
ets to hasten the process of burning Z$%�$�'���)[ when it was raining. The 
burning took 6 - 7 hours. The smell of the burned bodies was noticed in the 
camp even if the wind was blowing from the west.Z34-[ After the pits had 
been cleared the remaining ashes were broken up. This was done on a ce-
ment plate where prisoners pulverised the remaining bones with wooden 
hammers. The remains were loaded on lorries and taken to an out-of-the-
way place on the Weichsel Z�'%(&��[ and thrown into the water.” 

�0'%�"$%��'�('�!�A�%�?��$�����$%%�'!��$$�'! �A'(0�(0$��!�A�$" $��1�(0$�����9
� �!"��B(�&(0C��,�&(��&%�0A'(D�(0�(�(0$���'('%0�'!($��� �(��%�0�"��(�(0$�('?$/�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
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(0$��! �'%0�#$�%'�!���$�'!"'��($"��%���?�!%�'!�,����$(%/�
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“When I was interrogated for the first time in the British Zone Z�1�
$�?�9
!)[, those examining me said to me, all the time, that five – six – seven mil-
lion people must have died in the gas chambers; all the time they bom-
barded me with huge numbers such as these, and I was obliged to provide 
some data, in order to establish how many were put to death in the gas 
chambers, and the interrogators told me that there must have been at least 
three million. Under the suggestive influence of these large figures, I ar-
rived at the total of three million.” 

�0$�?$�!%�,)�A0'�0�(0�%$�1'�%(�B��!1$%%'�!%C�A$�$�$2(���($"�1��?�0'?���$�"$9
%��',$"�$2��'�'(�)�,)��IJ�"&�'! �0'%�'?��'%�!?$!(�'!�����!"+343�

“During the first interrogation they beat me to obtain evidence. I do not 
know what was in the transcript, or what I said, even though I signed it, 
because they gave me liquor and beat me with a whip. It was too much 
even for me to bear. Z`[�After a few days I was taken to Minden Z`[/�
There they treated me even more roughly.” 

�$!�$.� �'�$� ��!%� �&?$'$�.� 
&"��1� �IJ� %�'"� A0�(� (0$� ��'('%0� '!($��� �(��%�
A�!($"�0'?�(��%�)��!�(0$�,�%'%��1� (0$'������� �!"��B(�&(0C��,�&(��&%�0A'(D.�
(0$� "'11$�$!�$� ,$'! � (0�(�A$� �!�A� 1��� %&�$� (0�(� (0$� 1��?$���&%�0A'(D� ��?9
?�!"�!(�A�%�(��(&�$"/34:�
�1($��0'%�$2(��"'('�!�(������!".��IJ�S&'���)��"O&%($"�(��(0$����'%0�B(�&(0/C�	!�
(0$����$��M�0$��'!������&('�!��1�(0$�G$A'%0�\&$%('�!�'!���!�$!(��('�!���?��
�&%�0A'(DN�0$�%(�($%+348�

“We Z�IJ� �!"� �'�0?�!![ drove around the Auschwitz area to locate a 
suitable place. We thought the farmhouse at the northwest corner of Birke-
nau near planned Section III would be suitable. The house had been aban-
doned, and it was hidden from view by the surrounding trees and bushes 
and not too far from the railroad. The bodies could be buried in long, deep 
pits in the nearby meadows. We didn’t think about burning them at this 
time. We calculated that in the space available in the farmhouse, approxi-
mately eight hundred people could be killed using a suitable gas after the 
building was made airtight. We later found this to be the actual capacity.” 

��1$A��� $%�1&�(0$���!.��IJ��""%+34>�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
344��(�($��1�	%��$��*'!'%(�)��1�G&%('�$.�The Trial of Adolf Eichmann. Record of Proceedings in the Dis-
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Journal of Historical Review�><3=�<75;8=.���/�4;59364/�
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“I am unable to recall when the destruction of the Jews began – probably 
in September 1941, or perhaps not until January 1942. At first we dealt 
with the Jews from Upper Silesia. These Jews were arrested by the Gesta-
po from Katowice and transported via the Auschwitz-Dziediez railroad and 
unloaded there. As far as I can recall, these transports never numbered 
more than a thousand persons. 
A detachment of SS from the camp took charge of them at the railroad 
ramp, and the officer in charge marched them to the bunker (I) in two 
groups. This is what we called the extermination installation. 
Their luggage remained on the ramp and was later brought between the 
DAW (German Armaments Works)Z34;[ and the railroad station. 
The Jews had to undress at the bunker and were told that they would have 
to go into the delousing rooms. All of the rooms – there were five of them – 
were filled at the same time. The airtight doors were screwed tight, and the 
contents of the gas crystal canisters emptied into the rooms through special 
hatches. 
After half an hour the doors were opened and the bodies were pulled out. 
Each room had two doors. They were then moved using small carts on spe-
cial tracks to the ditches. The clothing was brought by trucks to the sorting 
place. All of the work was done by a special contingent of Jews (the 
��!"$���??�!"�). They had to help those who were about to die with the 
undressing, the filling up of the bunkers, the clearing of the bunkers, re-
moval of the bodies, as well as digging the mass graves and, finally, cover-
ing the graves with earth. These Jews were housed separately from the 
other prisoners and, according to Eichmann’s orders, they themselves 
were to be killed after each large extermination action.” 

�0'%����$ $"� �%%'! ����&��$"�'!�(0$����$ $"�B�&!�$��7EC�(0$�$1��$.������"'! �
(���IJ.�(0$�B�&!�$�C�A�%����$�")�1&!�('�!'! �'!��$�($?,$��7537�����(�(0$���(9
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�IJ� �$%��!+336�
“During the spring of 1942 we were still dealing with small police actions. 
But during the summer the transports became more numerous and we were 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
34;���??$!(%�'!����$!(0$%$%��""$"�,)���%�&�)E�(0'%�(��!%��('�!�'%�A��! /�Ausrüstungswerke�]�

$S&'�?$!(L�&(1'(('! �1��(��).�'!���!(��%(�(��Rüstungswerke�]���?�?$!(�1��(��)/�
345���!&(���D$�0.�Kalendarium… .�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.���/�7>31/�
336��($#$!���%�&�)�<$"/=.�op. cit.�<!�($�7:=.��/�4-/�
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forced to build another extermination site. The farm area west of Cremato-
ries IV and V,Z337[ which were built later, was chosen and prepared. Five 
barracks were built, two near Bunker I and three near Bunker II. Bunker II 
was the larger one. It held about 1,200 people.” 

�&�'! �(0$�(�'���%$%%'�!��1�*���0�77.�753>.��IJ�1'!���)��"��($"�0'?%$�1�(��(0$�
���'%0� B(�&(0C� �!"� '(%� ($�?'!��� ).� %�$��'! � $2��'�'(�)� �1� B�&!�$�� 7C� �!"�
B�&!�$��-C+33-�

“From that time on, gassing was moved out of the camp, to Bunker 1. That 
was a farm cottage, which had been arranged for the purpose. It was split 
up into individual rooms by means of wooden gastight doors. There were 
small openings, from which the gas was fed once the rooms were full of 
people. We also did it that way later, when, in the spring of 1942, trans-
ports of Jews arrived from eastern Upper Silesia, from the Government 
General, and from Germany. Z`[ 
Near the farm cottage, at Bunker 2, there were trenches that were original-
ly mass graves. The corpses were dragged out of the gas chamber and 
burned in these trenches.” 
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“I learned through SS people that the majority of the persons destined to 
be gassed was taken directly to Birkenau, where there were two farmhous-
es converted into gas bunkers. The capacity of those two temporary gas 
bunkers was about 800–1000 persons.” 
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��'('%0.� 1��� A0�?� 0$� A��($� 0'%� �$���(=� 0�"� �!�)� �� ��(0$�� 1�� ?$!(��)�
�!�A�$" $��1�(0$������ �!"��%(��'$%��,�&(�(0$�B�&!�$�%/C��$�,�'! %�&���!�)�
%�?$������)�"' $%($"�$�$?$!(%��1�(0$?.�1'�%(��!"�1��$?�%(�(0$�($�?�B�&!�$�.C�
,&(�A'(0�&(�(0$��������'�($�!&?,$�%�7��!"�-.33;��!"�(0$�A0'($������.���#� &$�
���&%'�!� (�� (0$� ���$ $"�)� BA0'($� ��((� $C� �1� B�&!�$�� -.C� ,&(� 0$� �%��',$%� (0�(�
������(��,�(0�0�&%$%+335�

“At a certain distance from the Birkenau camp, which was growing by 
leaps and bounds, there were two farmhouses, nice and clean, separated 
from each other by a small wood, in the middle of a lovely landscape. They 
were white-washed gleaming white, covered by cozy straw roofs and sur-
rounded by local fruit-trees.” 

�0$�!����('#$�'%�!�(�A'(0�&(��,%&�"�,����$�%.�%&�0��%+3:6�
“The SS services in charge probably did not realize that the inhabitants of 
the little village of Wohlau, not far away on the other side of the Vistula 
river, were often witnesses to those scenes of nightly horror. In the bright 
glow coming from the pits with their burning corpses they were able to dis-
tinguish the procession of naked shapes marching from the undressing 
barracks to the gas chambers. They heard the screams of the people besti-
ally whipped but not wanting to enter these halls of death, heard the shots, 
with which all those were put to rest who could not be pushed in for lack of 
space.” 

��0��&�A�%�(0$�
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“The first gassings at Auschwitz-Birkenau began in the summer of 1942. 
They concerned gassings of Jews from Poland and Russia. Z`[ Two old 
farmhouses were used as the first gas chambers; they had been modified 
specifically for the gassings. The construction work was done by the SS 
construction office. The windows were walled up, the inner walls removed 
and a special door put in, which sealed the room air-tight. 
The capacity was laid out for about 300 people. The detainees had to un-
dress in a barrack nearby and were led into the gas chamber from there. 
Once the door was closed, the gas (Zyklon B) was thrown into openings, 
which could be closed, by three SS men. These SS men wore gas masks and 
had been specially trained in the use of the gas. A camp physician had to 
be present at each gassing, because army rules about the handling of poi-
son gases specified this for the protection of the SS personnel. 
After 5 minutes, the initial screams and moans died down. Another 25 
minutes later the doors were opened, and a command of detainees, wear-
ing gas masks, then removed the corpses. Under the direction of an �!($�9
%�0��1Q0�$� specifically determined by Dr. Lolling, the dental gold was 
taken out, the detainees were loaded onto little carts and taken to the pits, 
which had earlier been dug by a detail of detainees. When the corpses had 
been buried, the gas chambers were cleaned and were then ready for the 
next transport.” 
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“As I have already explained, on February 19, 1943, I was sent from Maj-
danek to Auschwitz to study Z(0$� ($�0!'S&$[ of the burning of corpses in 
open-air pits. On that occasion I was accompanied to Auschwitz by the 
medic /��
 SS �,$�%�0��1Q0�$� Entress,Z3:3[ who was to inform himself 
about delousing and the killing of persons by means of gas in the Ausch-
witz gas chambers. The commander of the Majdanek camp, Florstedt, had 
given us a letter for the Auschwitz camp command. For that mission, we 
reported to the then commander of Auschwitz Rudolf Höß. The latter di-
rected us to the first ��0&(D0�1(�� $�1Q0�$�, SS ��&�(%(&�?1Q0�$� Aumeier. 
Aumeier showed me the drawing of a pit for the burning of corpses, ex-
plained it, and added that the corpses there burned perfectly. He then sent 
me to the Political Section. The head of this section, Grabner, delegated 
one of his subordinates, Bogner Z�� $�[, who then took us by truck to the 
place where the corpses of those who had been gassed were burned in pits 
in the open air. This was at Birkenau, at a place called Bunker 5. The 
��??�!"�1Q0�$� who directed those activities (I do not remember his 
name) explained to us how the people were gassed and their corpses 
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burned. At that time, the corpses in the pit were nearly burned and the gas 
chamber was empty. It was a brick structure, a farm building of sorts 
transformed into a gas chamber, split up into 4 smaller rooms on the in-
side. 
From the front, an entrance door led into each room; in the back of each 
room there was a door, through which the corpses were thrown on the 
carts of a narrow-gauge railway. Each room had openings for the intro-
duction of Zyklon. In all the rooms of Bunker 5, 1000 – 1500 persons could 
be gassed at the same time. During the visit by myself and Entress, no gas-
sings took place, because there were no transports.” 
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“Furthermore, I was charged with the reception of incoming transports at 
Birkenau from about summer of 1942 onwards, i.e., to receive the lists of 
new arrivals from the accompanying guard unit and to check the numbers 
Z�1� "$���($$%[. The selection took place immediately on arrival, i.e., the 
able-bodied deportees were separated from the others. The unfit persons, 
mainly the elderly, the sick, children and babies were taken to the gassing 
rooms which by then existed. They consisted of 2 wooden houses that had 
been prepared accordingly. Z`[ 
The gassing rooms were situated not overly far from the unloading area 
and the persons destined to be gassed were led there by us. I myself was 
present a few times during the transfer of persons destined to be gassed. 
If I remember rightly, those first gas chambers – the wooden houses I have 
indicated – were built between Christmas 1941 and March 1942, while I 
was away on a training assignment, for they were ready when I returned to 
Auschwitz and the first gassings were taking place. Z`[ 
I am unable to give details regarding the capacity of those first two gas 
chambers at Birkenau, I thus do not know how many persons could be 
gassed each time in each g.Z�%[ chamber. I do not think, though, that they 
could have accommodated more than the gas chambers near the small 
crematorium. For gassings, at which I was present, it never happened that 
for a Z '#$![ transport several gassings were performed in succession in 
the chambers, so that in my opinion a maximum of 500 persons could have 
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been gassed for any one transport. In Birkenau, too, the gas was poured 
into the gassing rooms by medics through existing openings.” 
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“One day, it was in the winter of 1942/43, HZI,�'! $�[ asked me if I would 
like to go along to see a gassing action. He would pass me off as his assis-
tant in the ambulance, because otherwise it was strictly prohibited to be 
present there. So we went to the motor pool, took the ambulance, and went 
directly to Birkenau. We did not touch the Birkenau camp on that route. I 
cannot even say that I saw any part of the camp at that time. 
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The train stood in the open country somewhere between Auschwitz and 
Birkenau, and the detainees were just being unloaded. It was about 21:00 
hours Z5��/?/[. Broad steps had been placed at the back of the trucks for 
the people to climb up. All vehicles were chock-full and could not have ac-
cepted any more. On the trucks, the people were standing. I did not see that 
a selection was done by an SS doctor or any other SS member. These Z�$�9
��$[ were all loaded Z�!�(0$�(�&��%[ and taken to a former farmstead about 
1.5 km away from the unloading area. I can no longer indicate the place 
precisely, because it was dark. Anyway, I did not see the Birkenau crema-
toria and I think that they were not yet in operation at the time. In any 
case, H.  and I went to that place with the ��!��, following the trucks. 
When we arrived, the people had already been unloaded and had to un-
dress in several barracks near that old farmstead. When they came out 
from the barracks, naked, they were told that they should go into the build-
ing that had a sign ‘�$%'!1$�('�!.’ This building was the former farmstead 
that had been transformed at that time into a gassing room. As far as I can 
remember, it Z(0$�'!%'"$[ was well laid out in concrete all around and had 
gates on both sides that were made of wood, I believe. H.  had previously 
told me that the incoming transports were being gassed in this room. Be-
sides, those gassing actions were something every one of us knew about. 
I remember that this transport consisted of Dutch Jews – men, women and 
children – who were all well dressed and looked like wealthy people. 
I have to correct something here. The modified farmstead had only one 
gate, consisting of two leaves. The ‘�$%'!1$�('�!C sign was not attached to 
the building either but stood a few meters away from it, like a signpost. 
They had set up this sign to make the people believe they would be disin-
fected here. 
Once the total transport had entered that building – some 1000 persons, I 
think – the gate was closed. Then an SS man, a 
�(($!1Q0�$� I think, came 
to our ��!�� and took out a gas can. With this can he went to a ladder 
which stood on the right side of the building, seen from the door. I noticed 
that he was wearing a gas-mask when he went up. When he had reached 
the end of the ladder he opened a circular trap made of steel plate and 
poured the contents of the can into an opening. I clearly heard the clanking 
of the can against the wall when he hit it while pouring. At the same time, I 
could see brown dust coming out of the opening. Whether that was gas, I 
cannot say. When he had closed the little trap, indescribable screams came 
from that room. I simply cannot describe how these people screamed. That 
went on for 8–10 minutes and then everything was quiet. A little later, the 
gate was opened by detainees and one could still see a bluish mist floating 
above a pile of corpses. The corpses were so strongly interlaced that it was 
impossible to say to whom the individual limbs and body parts belonged. I 
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saw for example that one of the gassed Z#'�('?%[ had stuck the index finger 
several centimeters deep into the eye socket of another Z#'�('?[. This al-
lows one to understand how indescribably horrible the agony of these per-
sons must have been. One cannot describe this scene with words. I got so 
sick to my stomach that I almost threw up.I was surprised, though, to see 
that the detainees who had to move the corpses out entered the room with-
out gas masks even though this blue mist, which I thought to be gas, floated 
above the corpses. The corpses were loaded onto farm carts Z����9���(%[ 
and pushed away by detainees. Where the corpses went, I could not see. It 
did not see a crematorium either. Z`[ 
I remember well that the ��!�� was marked with a ‘Red Cross’ sign on the 
sides. That vehicle, though, was never used as an ambulance, but only for 
this purpose, for camouflage.” 
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B�&!�$�C� �!".� ,$'! � &!%&�$� �1� (0$� !&?,$�.� 0$� %���$� �1� M%$#$���� ,������%/N�
�(0$�� (���$%� �1� ����� �!"�� '!��I��C%� ($%('?�!)� ��$� (0$� %' !� MDesinfektionN�
%$(�&��'!�1��!(��1�(0$�M1��?%($�"N��'�$������"�%' !�K�A0'�0�'!%($�"�<'1�A$�1��9
��A��D��?����� �!C%���#'$(�"$��%'('�!=�%0�&�"�0�#$�,$$!��((��0$"�(��(0$�$!9
(��!�$�"�����1� (0$� B�&!�$�C�K��!"� (0$� ($�?�MSankaN� (��"$%' !�($� (0$�#$0'��$�
A'(0�(0$��$"����%%.�A0'�0���� �!�����$"�MSankerN�'!�(0$����'%0�"$��%'('�!/��!�
(0$��(0$��0�!".�0$��!�A%�!�(0'! ��1�(0$�!����A9 �& $���'����"�A'(0�(0$�����$9
%��!"'! ��'((�$����(%�1���(0$�(��!%���(��1�(0$�����%$%.�1���A0'�0�0$���&�"��!�)�
��?$�&��A'(0�0�!"���(%.��!"�0$�"'"�!�(�%$$�(0$�M��$?�('�!��'(%N�$'(0$�.�A0'�0�
K������"'! �(���/�����"�K�(0$�'!0�,'(�!(%��1�(0$�#'��� $��1��������&�"���$���)�
%$$�1��?�?��$�(0�!�4��?��A�)a�

�&(�(0$�(��$��1�(0'%�B$)$A'(!$%%C��$��0$%�'(%��$���A'(0�(0$�"$%��'�('�!��1�(0$�
���$ $"� �%%'! +��'�$�%��?�!)��(0$�����$�$%%�A'(!$%%$%.�
/��I���(0�& 0(�(0�(�
(0$�
$�?�!�($�?�1���0)"�� $!��)�!'"$.�MBlausäureN�<�'($����).�,�&$���'"=.�"$9
�'#$"� 1��?� '(%� ,�&$� �����.� �!"� (0$�$1��$� '!#$!($"� (0$� �'"'�&��&%� %(��)� �1� (0$�
M,�&'%0�?'%(N� 0$� ���'?%� (�� 0�#$� %$$!� '!%'"$� (0$� ���$ $"� �%� �0�?,$�/386���(�
�!�)�(0�(.�,&(�(���""�(0$��,%&�"�(��(0$��'"'�&��&%.�0$����'?$"�(0�(�(0$�"$(�'!$$%�
�$?�#'! �(0$�����%$%�<0$�"�$%�!�(�)$(��!�A��1�(0$��11'�'���($�?�MSonderkom-
mandoN=�$!($�$"�(0$� �%��0�?,$��A'(0�&(� �%�?�%�%��1($���� �%%'! ���$��('�!/�

�I���A�%�0$��"��%���A'(!$%%��(�(0$�>4�"�%$%%'�!��1�(0$����!�1&�(�(�'���<�&9
 &%(�4.�7583=.�"&�'! �A0'�0�0$�?�"'1'$"�0'%�'?� '!�('#$�($%('?�!).�"����'! �
(0$� �,%&�"'('$%� A0'�0� 	� 0�#$� '!"'��($"� �,�#$.� ,&(� �""'! � �(0$�� �'($���)� $�$9
?$!(%��(�#��'�!�$�A'(0�(0$���(0�"�2������ �!"��#$�%'�!+�0$�?$!('�!%�M1�&�����
1'#$���� $�,������%N�%$(�&���%�&!"�$%%'! ����?%�1���(0$�#'�('?%�'!%($�"��1�(0$�
��(0�"�2�(A�.��!"��$��($%�(0�(��!����?�!��%%' !$"�(��(0$� �%%'! �0�"���'?,$"�
&���!�(0$����1�<Mein SS Mann ist aufs Dach gestiegenN=�(����&���)���!���'!(��
(0$�����$%��!"'! �M(���.N�A0'�0�'!%($�"�%0�&�"�0�#$�,$$!�'!��!$��1�(0$�A���%/�
�'(0�'!$2�&%�,�$�!$ �' $!�$�1�����(�'���A'(!$%%.��I���"'"�!�(�$#$!�1�?'�'��'D$�
0'?%$�1�A'(0� (0$���(0�"�2�#$�%'�!��1� (0$�B�&!�$�%.C�%�('%1'$"� '!%($�"� (��0�#$�
 �$�!$"���1$A�('",'(%��1�'!1��?�('�!��!�(0'%�(��'��0$�$��!"�(0$�$/�����'!%(�!�$.�
'!%($�"��1�&%'! �(0$�?��$����$�(�,�$�($�?�MBauernhausN�<1��?0�&%$=�0$���!9
%'%($!(�)� &%$"� (0$� �A�A��"� ($�?� MBauernhofN� <1��?%($�"=.� �!"� ��(0�& 0� 0$�
?$!('�!%�(0�(�(0$� �%%'! �#'�('?%�A$�$�"��  $"�(����MGrabenN�<"'(�0.�(�$!�0=.�
(0'%�A�%�,)�!��?$�!%�1���(0$��&���%$��1���$?�('! �(0$?+387�

“The corpses were loaded onto a handcart and taken to a ditch.” 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
386� 	!�(0$�%�?$�A�).��/���F�$�"$�'�($"�(0$�0)"�� $!��)�!'"$�#����%��%���blue mist�'!�����'!('! ��$�9

�$%$!('! ���0�?'�'"��� �%%'! /��/�����%1$�"�<$"/=.�op. cit. <!�($�-85=.��/�:3/�
387��/���! ,$'!.�op. cit.�<!�($�-53=.�#��/�	.��/�>3/�������?��$�"$(�'�$"��!��)%'%��1��I����%���A'(!$%%�

�!"�0'%�%(�($?$!(%�%$$�
$�?���
&"��1.�M���?�(0$�
$���"%��1�(0$����!�1&�(��&%�0A'(D���'��.����(�
3N.�The Revisionist.�7<3=�<-664=.���/�38;93>-/�
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8/:/5/�������I�,�'! $��
�%�A$�0�#$�%$$!��,�#$.�
'�0��"��I���'%�%�'"�(��0�#$�,$$!���$%$!(��(�(0$���9
�$ $"� �%%'! �&��!�(0$�'!#'(�('�!��1�0'%�����$� &$��I�,�'! $�.�A0��0�"��%�$"�
0'?�'1�0$�A�&�"� �'�$� (��,$���$%$!(��(��!�$2($�?'!�('�!��1�G$A%.�$#$!� (0�& 0�
(0'%�A�%�Mstreng verbotenN� <%(�'�(�)����0','($"=/38-��0$����$ $"�%�&��$��1� (0'%�
%(��! $� '!#'(�('�!���%�� ($%('1'$"��(� (0$��&%�0A'(D� (�'��.��(� (0$�87%(�%$%%'�!.��!�
G&�)�4.�7583/�

����� �I�,�'! $�� A�%� �((��0$"� (�� (0$� ?�(��� ����� �1� (0$� �&%�0A'(D� ��?��
�"?'!'%(��('�!�,$(A$$!�7537��!"�7534/384��$�0�"�(0$���!���1��!����Rottenfüh-
rer/��$�'%�%�'"�(��0�#$�,$$!���$%$!(��(�(0$�%�?$� �%%'! ��%�(0$��!$�"$%��',$"�
,)�
/��I��.�,&(�0'%�����&!(�'!�(0'%��$%�$�(�'%���(0$��%&�$�1'�'����!"�0&��'$"+383�

“Hölblinger: I was in the motor pool and drove the ��!�� for the detainee 
transports. 
Presiding judge: Did you drive at night as well? 
H. : Yes, when transports of Jews arrived at the Birkenau ramp. Then I had 
to take the medics and the doctors to the ramp. Then we also went on to the 
gas chambers. The medics climbed up on a ladder there, they wore gas 
masks up there and emptied out the cans. I could see the detainees un-
dressing, it was always quite peaceful and without suspicion. Everything 
went very quickly. 
P.: How long did the gassing take? 
H. : About one minute. When the gas arrived, one heard a scream of ter-
ror. After a minute, everything was quiet. The medical orderly brought the 
gas in cans. 
P.: How were the victims taken to the gas chamber? 
H. : The disabled Jews were taken to the gas chamber by truck. Five or six 
cars were used, they went a couple of times. 
P.: Were the Bunkers lit up by means of automobile headlights? 
H. : Yes. 
Prosecutor Kügler: Was the defendant Klehr the head of medical order-
lies? 
H. : I don’t know. We just used to call them the gassing guys. 
Representative of co-plaintiffs Raabe: How long did a selection take, on 
average? 
H. : It varied. An hour or an hour and a half, say.” 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
38-� 	!($��� �('�!��1�
'�0��"��I��.�op. cit.�<!�($�3:5=.��/�8;;7/�
384��0$�$�A�%���%����M��0�,$�$'(%�0�1(N�<?�(�������=��1�(0$��$!(������!%(�&�('�!��11'�$/�
383��/���! ,$'!.�op. cit.�<!�($�-53=.�#��/�	.��/�>4/�
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�0$�A'(!$%%�0�"�(0$�%�?$�1�� ?$!(��)��!�A�$" $��1�(0$������ �!"��%(��)��%�
0'%�����$� &$��I��.�,&(����$%%�1$�&!"�'?� '!�('�!.��!"�%��0$�"'"�!�(�?�!� $�
(��?��$�&�����$�%�!�,�$�(��$/��0$�(A�����(0�$$��'($���)�$�$?$!(%�0$�"'"��!�A�
�$?�'!�'%���($"�'!�0'%�����&!(.�0$�"'"�!�(�%&��$$"�'!�'!�������('! �(0$?�'!(����
�'($���)�A0��$/� �0$�$1��$� 0'%� ����&!(� '%� $2(�$?$�)� !$,&��&%.� �,#'�&%�)�A'(0�
(0$�(��'(������#����1�0'%�'!($��� �(��%/�

8/:/76/�G�0�!!���&����$?$��
���(��� G�0�!!���&����$?$�� '%� ��??�!�)� �%%��'�($"�A'(0� (0$� B�&!�$�%C� ,$9
��&%$��1�(0$�!�($%�'!�0'%�"'��)��!"�,$��&%$��1�(0$�"$�����('�!%�0$�?�"$�"&�'! �
(0$���$����('�!��1�(0$����'%0�(�'����1�(0$��&%�0A'(D���?�� ���'%�!/�	�0�#$���9
�$�")�"$��(�A'(0� (0�%$��%�$�(%� '!���"'11$�$!(�%(&").� (��A0'�0�	��$1$�� (0$��$�"9
$�/38:�

�$�$.�	�%0����$2�?'!$�0'%�($%('?�!)��(�(0$����!�1&�(�(�'��/��$����$��$"�,$9
1��$�(0$���&�(��%���A'(!$%%�1���(0$����%$�&('�!�"&�'! �(0$�:7%(�%$%%'�!��!�G&�)�3.�
7583/����(�����$?$�.� (��.�A�%�#$�)�$#�%'#$.�$2�$�(�1�����1$A�"$(�'�%.�A0'�0�
0$�'!#$!($"���&?%'�)+388�

“President: Where did the gassings take place at that time? 
Kremer: Old farmhouses had been modified into bunkers and provided 
with a sliding door that could be tightly closed. On top there was a trap. 
The people were led in undressed. They went in quite passively; only a few 
resisted, they were taken to one side and shot. The gas was thrown in by an 
SS man appointed for that purpose. To do this, he climbed up on a ladder. 
P.: Earlier you said that one could hear screams. 
K. : Yes, they feared for their lives. They kicked against the door. I was sit-
ting in the car.” 

���(�����$?$�.�(��.��!$A��!�)�1�� ?$!(%��1�(0$���(0�"�2������ �!"��#$�%'�!�
K� (0$� ($�?%� 1��?0�&%$� �!"� B�&!�$�.C� (0$� (���� 1��� (0$� '!(��"&�('�!� �1� (0$�
�)���!��.�(0$���""$��(���$��0�'(�K�,&(�0$�"'"�!�(��11$���!)���!��$($�"$(�'��$29
�$�(�1���(0$���(0$���""�M%�'"'! �"���.N�A0'�0�%$$?%�(��,$�0'%��A!�'!#$!('�!/�

8/:/77/����%(��'%�0$��
���%(��'%�0$��A�%��!����"��(���A0��A�%�(��!%1$��$"�(���&%�0A'(D��!���#$?9
,$��7.�753-.�A'(0� (0$� ��!���1����Obersturmführer/��$� '!'('���)�%$�#$"��%����
(������0)%'�'�!��!"���($���%������?���0)%'�'�!��(�(0$�?�'!���?�/����?���9
#$?,$��7.�7534.�&!('���$�($?,$��7533�0$�A�%���?���0)%'�'�!��(� (0$��&%�09
A'(D�			�K�*�!�A'(D���?�/��1($��(0$�A��.�0$�����('�$"�0'%����1$%%'�!�'!���%(�
�$��'!.�A0$�$� 0$�A�%� ���$%($"� �!"� (�'$"� ,)� (0$���%(�
$�?�!� �&(0��'('$%/��!�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
38: Special Treatment….�op. cit. <!�($�;=.���/�>:9;>/�
388��/���! ,$'!.�op. cit.�<!�($�-53=.�#��/�	.��/�>-/�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 7:> 
 

�

*���0�-:.�7588.�0$�A�%�%$!($!�$"�(��"$�(0��!"�$2$�&($"/38>��!���(�,$��75.�
758:.���/��'%�0$��A�%�'!($��� �($"��!"�%���$��1���M �%��0�?,$��"'% &'%$"��%���
%�&!�/N��$�$���$�(0$�%' !'1'��!(����(%��1�0'%�"$��%'('�!+38;�

“For the first time, together with the SS garrison physician Dr. Wirths, I 
was present at an annihilation of detainees in late November, early De-
cember 1942 next to the sauna at Birkenau. Later, at intervals of about two 
weeks, depending on how the transports arrived at the ‘old ramp’ of the 
Auschwitz main camp, I was present at annihilation processes there in my 
capacity as SS physician on duty, until about May 1943. Based on those 
fortnightly periods and the six months, I should say that I was present 
about 12 times at this farmhouse, this gas chamber disguised as a ‘sauna’ 
at Birkenau.” 

�'%�0$�C%� (�%�� A�%� M(�� %&�$�#'%$� (0$� ��� "'%'!1$�(��%� "&�'! � (0$� 1$$"'! � �1�
B�)���!��C� '!(�� (0$� �%� �0�?,$�.N� i.e..� (�� ����)� 1'�%(� �'"� '!� ��%$��1� �!� ���'9
"$!(�����'%�!'! /��$�0�"�(��%(�)��!�(0$�%'($�&!('��(0$�$!"��1�(0$�M$2($�?'!�('�!�
����$%%.N� A0'�0� (���� 3:� (�� 56� ?'!&($%/� �0$� "$1$!"�!(� ?$!('�!$"� �� %'! �$�
M&!"�$%%'! �,������.N�A0'�0�%(��"�%�?$�7:6�?$($�%��A�)�1��?�(0$�M%�&!�/N�

$ ��"'! �(0$���('#'()��(�(0�(�'!%(����('�!.�0$��$��($%+385�

“During the period between late 1942 and the end of May 1943, the num-
ber of detainees arriving by train was up to 1500 persons on average, of 
whom, in my estimate, between 300 and 600 were selected for the gas 
chamber as ‘unfit for work.’ That number varied with the size of the 
transport.” 

�0$�M%�&!�N�0�"���%'! �$�M(���.N�(0��& 0�A0'�0�(0$��)���!���A�%�'!(��"&�$"/�
	!�(0'%��$%�$�(.�0$��%%$�(%+3>6�

“For one gassing process in the Birkenau ‘sauna’ only one can of ‘Zyklon 
B’ crystals was used, weighing about 2 kg. I have never observed that 
larger or smaller quantities were fed into this gas chamber.” 

�0$� �%��0�?,$�.�?��$�#$�.�0�"���%'! �$�#$�)��$�&�'���"���+3>7�
“Then, the double-walled door was closed immediately.” 

�'%�0$����($����?$�,����(��(0�(�"�&,�$9A���$"�"���.��%%$�('! +3>6�
“In the rear door – west side of the house – a round window had been in-
stalled for observation.” 

�!"�(0'%�'%�A0�(�0���$!$"��1($��(0$����$ $"� �%%'! +3>-�
���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
38>���$�%�!"$����%'�.�M�'$��$�%�!��,$%$(D&! �"$%�
$%&!"0$'(%"'$!%($%�"$�����'?���!D$!(��('�!%��9

 $���&%�0A'(D9�'��$!�&�'!�"$!�G�0�$!�75369753:.N�'!+�Hefte von Auschwitz.�!�/�-6.��(��(�'�0$%�
*&%$&?��&%�0A'(D.�755>.��/�468/�

38;� 	!($��� �('�!����(������1�"$1$!"�!(���/��'%�0$�.����%(/��$��'!.���(�,$��75.�758:.�'!+��'%(�'�(���&�(�
<��!"$% $�'�0(=��'$!!�.�4�"�(��:(0�(�'���"�)�'!�(0$�?�(($��� �'!%(�
$�"���!%'�.��$1/�-6$����
737;3L;8��#�:>-6L56.��/�3-5/�

385� Ibidem.��/�346/�
3>6� Ibidem.��/�33-/�
3>7� Ibidem.��/�343/�
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“The gas chamber was to be opened only after 20 minutes, to my 
knowledge. Z`[ 
As far as I remember, the gas chamber was opened after about 20 minutes, 
if a further extermination action had been scheduled. Z`[ The order for 
opening the door was given, to my knowledge, by SS �,$�%�0��1Q0�$� Moll, 
head of the detainee corpse unit. Both doors of the gas chamber were 
opened and stayed open for 10 to 15 minutes for the poison gas to escape 
from the gas chamber. There was no exhaust system in the ‘sauna.’ Now 
detainees pulled out the corpses, using poles some 2 m long and having a 
curved iron hook at the end; those poles had been kept in the equipment 
locker of the ‘sauna’.” 

�#$!� (0�& 0� '(� "�($%� 1��?� 758:.� A0$!� (0$� ����� �!"�� 1��?$A���� �1� (0$�
B�&!�$�%C� A�%� ���$�")� A$��� '!� ����$.� (0'%� "$�����('�!� '%� �!� �,#'�&%� 0�" $9
��" $��1��'%�0$�C%�'!#$!('�!%�K��!���(0$?$�(0�(�0'%�
$�?�!�'!($��� �(��%�0�"�
'?��%$"��!�0'?�K�,�%$"��!�(0$���!1&%$"�!�('�!%�A0'�0�0$�0�"��,%��,$"��#$��
(0$�(A$!()�)$��%�%'!�$�(0$�$!"��1�(0$��$��!"�����"����/�����(0�(�#$�)��$�%�!.�
0$���� $�)�0�"�(������)�0'%�'?� '!�('�!/�

�'�%(��1����.�!�(�,$'! ��A��$��1�(0$����$ $"��11'�'���"$%' !�('�!%�B�&!�$��7.C�
B�&!�$�� -.C� B�'((�$� A0'($� 0�&%$C� �!"� B�'((�$� �$"� 0�&%$.C� 0$� '!#$!($"� (0$� ($�?�
M%�&!�.N�A0'�0�"�$%�!�(����&���(�����'!��!)��(0$��($%('?�!)/��$��!"�).�!�(��!9
�)�"�$%�0$�1�'��(��%�)�A0$�$�(0�(�M%�&!�N�A�%�����($".�,&(�'(�'%�!�(�$#$!���%%'9
,�$� (�� "$"&�$� 1��?� 0'%� ����&!(� A0$(0$�� 0$� A�%� %�$��'! � �1� B�&!�$�� 7C� ���
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“a. Gas chamber no. 1 with the pyres 
Shortly after the gas chamber in the first crematorium was put into service 
in the autumn of 1941, another two gas chambers were installed in the 
woods at a certain distance from the Birkenau camp. The first gas cham-
ber, of a size of 8 by 10 meters and a floor area of 80 square meters, had 
two entrances and two exits. On the outside of the entrance doors a sign in 
German said ‘to the disinfection’ and on the inside of the exit doors ‘to the 
bath.’ Next to the doors, on the lateral wall, there were openings for the in-
troduction of the Zyklon. Furthermore, there were two standard wooden 
barracks that served as undressing rooms. 
This chamber, once the people were squeezed together in the way the Ger-
mans did it, could accommodate 800–1000 persons at one time. Assuming 
that, as resulted from the investigation, for the undressing, the poisoning, 
and the removal of the corpses from the chamber, the Germans needed 5–7 
hours, it was possible to carry out three such operations within the course 
of 24 hours. Therefore, at maximum tempo, the Germans were able to poi-
son no fewer than 2500 per day by means of the gas chamber n. 1. The 
corpses were transported, on five carts of a narrow-gauge railroad, to four 
trenches, 25–30 meters long, 4–6 meters wide, and 2 meters deep, in which 
they were put down in layers with wood and burned. This gas chamber and 
the pyres next to it operated for about one year and a half and were de-
stroyed by the Germans in March-April 1943. 
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b. Gas chamber no. 2 with the pyres 
The second gas chamber measured 9 by 11 meters and had a total floor 
area of 100 square meters. It was installed along the lines of gas chamber 
n. 1. At maximum tempo, the Germans poisoned 3000 persons per day in 
this gas chamber, based on the same data as those of gas chamber n. 1. 
The corpses were transported to the pyres on four carts of a narrow-gauge 
railway, at times 4–6 were used. The activity of gas chamber n. 2 and its 
pyres was interrupted in April 1943, then started again in May 1944, and 
continued until October 1944. Therefore, this gas chamber and its pyres 
functioned for a total of one year and ten months. 

c. Pyres near crematorium 5 
From May to October 1944, the ovens of crematorium 5 stayed closed and 
the corpses of the persons poisoned were burned on three pyres located on 
the grounds of the crematorium.” 
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$)$A'(!$%%$%�<�D��?����� �!.�1'�%(��1����=.�,&(��$%&�($"�1��?�?$�$�"$%��A���/�

�!".� '!� 1��(.� �!� �!�(0$��
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A0'�0��$�(�'!�)�"�($%�1��?�7533.3;4�(0$���#'$(%�?���$".�A'(0������$"��$!�'�%.�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
3>;��!$�%0�&�"�!�(�1�� $(�(0�(��D��?����� �!���$($!"%�(��0�#$���%��A���$"��(�B�&!�$��-C�'!�7533.�

A0$!�(0$��$!(������&!�����$�")�$2'%($"��!"�A�%���$���)�#'%',�$�1��?�(0$�B�&!�$�/C�
3>5��0$�?���"��A!�,)�(0$�$! '!$$����%��.��%�A$�%0����%$$�,$��A.���!(�'!%���1$A�'!$2��(���'!(%/�
3;6�M	!($�$%%$! $,'$(��� $���!/����!���/�-:67N��1�G&!$�7534/�
�
�.�>6-7976;9-:.��/�76/��1/�

���&?$!(�7;�
3;7�M�� $���!�"$%���'$ % $1�! $!$!�� $�%��&%�0A'(D��L�/��!(A^%%$�&! %���!/����!���/�7>;-N��1�
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��!"����47<-=L;/�

3;-��! '!$$����%�������$"�(0$�0�&%$�'"$!('1'$"��%M
�%��0�?,$��-N��(��,�&(�-;6�?$($�%�1��?�(0$�
��?��$!���%&�$.�A0$�$�%�'(�A�%��,�&(�766�?$($�%�1��?�'(/�

3;4� M�� $,$�$'�0���??�!"�!(&��7�&!"�-/N�
�
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(A����$�"$%��',$"��%�1����A%��!���%�'�� �&$"�(��(0$�?�� '!��1�(0$�?��+3;3�

“In the blue circle: position of the separate gas chambers and the pyres for 
the cremation of the corpses next to them.” 

�0$� 1'�%(� �'���$� ��?��'%$%� �!� ��$�� (�� (0$� A$%(� �1� (0$� �$!(���� ��&!�� A0'�0.�
A0'�$� ,$'! � ��!(' &�&%�A'(0� (0$� �!$� %0�A!� �!� (0$�?��� "��A!� ,)� $! '!$$��
��%����%�(0$�D�!$��1�B
�%��0�?,$�C�!�/�-��!"�'(%���$?�('�!�(�$!�0$%.� '%�"'19
1$�$!(�1��?�'(/��0$�%$��!"��'���$�'!��&"$%��!���$��'!%'"$�(0$���?�.�,$(A$$!�(0$�
%$((�'! �'!%(����('�!��!"�(0$�A$%($�!�$!���%&�$/��$!�$.��!�(A��"'11$�$!(�?��%.�
(0$���#'$(%�����$"�B�&!�$��7C��%�A$����%�B�&!�$��-C�'!�"'11$�$!(���%'('�!%/��

�0'%� �$�(�&!�$�(�'!().��$%%�(0�!���?�!(0��1($��(0$���#'$(����&��('�!��1�(0$�
��?�.�A0$!� (0$� (���$%� �$1(� ,)� (0$� ���A$�$� %('��� '!(��(� �!"� ��&�"� 0�#$� ,$$!�
$�%'�)� '"$!('1'$"� ,)� �!)�!$�A0��0�"� �$���)�A���$"� '!� (0$� B�&!�$�%.C� ���#$%�
(0�(�'!�1��(�!���!$�K�%(��('! �A'(0�(0$����$ $"�$)$A'(!$%%$%.��,�#$������D��?��
��� �!�K��!$A��!)(0'! ��,�&(� (0$� ����('�!��1� (0$� ���$ $"� $2($�?'!�('�!� '!9
%(����('�!%/�

�0$� %$��!"�?���"��A!�,)��! '!$$����%��� �!�*���0�4.� 753:.� '%� $!('(�$"�
M��!$��1�(0$�����('�!��1�
�%��0�?,$��!�/�-��!"��1�(0$��)�$%�1���(0$���$?�('�!�
�1�����%$%��(��'��$!�&/N3;:�	(�'%���?����1�(0$���$���1�B�&!�$��-C�"��A!�(��(0$�
%���$��1�7+7666/��0$��$ $!"��(�(0$�,�((�?��$�"%+�

“Place where the Germans burned the corpses of those poisoned in the gas 
chamber on pyres. 5,900 square meters.” 

�!�(0$��$1(.��,�#$�(0$����".�(0$�$�'%������('�!�(0�(��$�"%+�
“Road where the persons arrived from the railroad ramp of the camp for 
poisoning.” 

�$��A�'(���$�(A��,������%�A'(0�(0$�1����A'! �$2���!�('�!+�
“Barracks where they Z(0$� �$�%�!%[ undressed before entering the gas 
chamber.” 

�0$� B �%� �0�?,$�.C� i.e..� B�&!�$�� -.C� '%� %��'(� &�� '!(�� 3� ���?%� '!� �����"�!�$�
A'(0�(0$�"$��%'('�!��1��D��?����� �!/��0$��$�$#�!(�$2���!�('�!�%�)%.�'!�1��(.�
M
�%��0�?,$�.�%��'(�&��'!(��3����(%/N���A$#$�.�(0$���'$!(�('�!��1�(0$�0�&%$�'%�
A��! .� ,$��&%$� '(� 0�"� '(%� ��! � %'"$� '!� �� !��(0A$%(� "'�$�('�!.� �(� �� ,$��'! ��1�
�,�&(�>6h.�A0$�$�%��!���%��C%�"��A'! �(0$���! �%'"$��1�(0$�0�&%$��&!%�!��(09
$�%(.��(���,$��'! ��1��,�&(�776h/��%�(0$��&'!%��1�(0$����$ $"�B�&!�$��-C�%('���$29
'%(.�(0'%�?�O���$�����,)��!�$! '!$$��'%���(0$��%(��! $/��0$�46K%S&��$�?$($��,�9
%'!�<M�
��
��N=�(0�(����$��%�'!�(0$��$!($���1�(0$�?���$2'%($"��!�(0$� ��&!"�'!�
*���0�753:�,&(�'%�!�(�%0�A!��!��!)�
$�?�!�?��/���A$#$�.�'(.�(��.�'%�"��A!�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
3;3�M��������y|��yv��K�z{��v�|v��x�x�{����x��{���~��uvwx}~��yvz{|���yx��|x}��|����������

�x��{�����|��x}/N�
3;:�M¤v�x��|v��x�x�{����uvwx}x��yvz{|~��-���yx��|x}������x��{�����|��x}�}�¥�|y{�v�.N�
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,�%'!� '%.�?��$�#$�.� (0$��!�)� (�$!�0�%0�A!��!� (0$�?��/� 	(� '%� ��$��� (0�(.� '1� %'2�
?�%%�  ��#$%.� $��0� �!$� 46K4:� ?$($�%� ��! .� >K;� ?$($�%� A'"$.� �!"� -� ?$($�%�
"$$�.�A'(0���(�(���%&�1��$���$���1��(��$�%(�7.-86�%S&��$�?$($�%.�0�"�,$$!����(��1�
�!� ��$�� �1� %����$�)� :.566� %S&��$� ?$($�%.� (0$)� ��&�"� !�(� 0�#$� "'%���$��$"�
A'(0�&(���(���$.�$#$!�'1�(0$)�0�"�,$$!�1'��$"�'!��!"��$#$�$"/��0$�$1��$.���%��C%�
"��A'! ���($ ��'����)��$1&($%���� �!C%����'?��1�(0$�$2'%($!�$��1�%'2���$?�('�!�
�'(%�!$���B�&!�$��-/C�	!��0��($��5�	�%0�����$(&�!�(��(0'%�S&$%('�!/�

>/4/��0$�B�&!�$�%C�'!����'%0�<*�)�753:�K���#$?,$��753>=��!"�

$�?�!�<7535�K�758:=�	!#$%(' �('�!%�

�!��$�($?,$��-8.�7538.�(0$�$! '!$$��
�?�!���A'"�A%�'���?��$($"�0'%�$29
�$�(� �$���(��1�:>��� $%.�A0'�0�0�"�,$$!���"$�$"�,)�G&" $�G�!��$0!�M1��� (0$�
�&���%$��1��%�$�(�'!'! .N��!�(0$�,�%'%��1�'!%�$�('�!%��1�(0$���?���!"�
$�?�!�
"��&?$!(%.�MA0�(�'!%(����('�!%�1���?�%%�$2($�?'!�('�!%��1��$�%�!%��!"�1���(0$�
�,�'($��('�!� �1� (0$� (���$%� �1� (0$� ��'?$� ?�)� 0�#$� $2'%($"� '!� (0$� ��$�� �1� (0$�
��?�/N3;8��%�1����%�(0$���$?�(��'���(��&%�0A'(D9�'��$!�&���$���!�$�!$".�(0'%�
�$���(�'%�A$���"��&?$!($"�<78��0�(� ���0%��!"�;�"��A'! %=��!"�?$!('�!%�%$#9
$���� "��&?$!(%� K� ��($�� %(&"'$"� ,)� G$�!9���&"$� ��$%%��� K� A0'�0� ��!(�'!.� '!�
��$%%��C%�A��"%.�M��'?'!���(���$%N�%&����('! �(0$����$ $"�$2'%($!�$��1�0�?'�'9
"��� �%��0�?,$�%�'!�%&�0�'!%(����('�!%/�

��A$#$�.���A'"�A%�'�"$"'��($%�,��$�)�74� �'!$%� (�� (0$� �%%'! � B�&!�$�%C�
�(��'��$!�&/��$��&%$��1�(0$�'!��$�%$�'!�'!��?'! �(��!%���(%�1��?�*���0�753-�
�!A��"%.� 0$� A�'($%.� (0$�  �%� �0�?,$�� �1� ��$?�(��'&?� 	� ���#$"� '!%&11'�'$!(.�
�!"� (0$�$1��$� (0$� ��((� $%� �1� (0$� 1��?$�%��'$�0&O�� �!"� ���?�(�.� A0�� 0�"�
,$$!�?�#$"�$�%$A0$�$.�A$�$�(&�!$"�'!(�� �%��0�?,$�%+3;>�

“These chambers were designated Bunker 1 and Bunker 2, cf. photographs 
no. 1, no. VIII, and IX. Two undressing barracks were set up near the cot-
tages. On the outside of the entrance door to the chambers was attached a 
sign ‘to the bath’ and on the inside of the exit door one saying ‘to the disin-
fection’ to make Z�$���$[ believe that the exit door led into another room. 
Actually, behind this door there was an open space where the corpses were 
loaded on carts, by which they were transported to the trenches to be 
burned. 
The deposition of the witness Dragon contains a detailed description of the 
two Bunkers /attachment no. 17.” 

�$!�$.� ��A'"�A%�'� "�$A� ���� 0'%� �!�A�$" $� �,�&(� (0$� �'��$!�&� B�&!�$�%C�
1��?���� �!C%�"$��%'('�!/��$�0�"�!�(� 1�&!"�$#$!� (0$� %�' 0($%(�"��&?$!(��)�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
3;8��IJ�(�'��.�#��/�77.��/�7/�
3;>� Ibidem.��/�->/�
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�$�%�!��9����$�()�%(��� $.��!"�(0$�%$A� $�(�$�(?$!(����!(�,��"$�'! ��!�BA			/�
�!� (0'%� ?��� <%$$� ���&?$!(� -7=.� ��A'"�A%�'� ?���$"� (0$� ��%'('�!%� �1� (0$�
B�&!�$�%.C�A'(0�M�			N�����$%��!"'! �(��B�&!�$��7C��!"�M	kN�1���B�&!�$��-/C�
�0$���%'('�!%��1�(0$�(A����((� $%�����$%��!"���& 0�)�(��(0�%$��!���%��C%�?���
"��A!��!�*���0�4.�753:.�%����A'"�A%�'�%'?��)����$�($"�(0$���#'$(���!O$�9
(&�$%/��$'(0$��0$�!���G&" $�G�!��$0!�1$�(�(0$�!$$"�(��'!%�$�(�(0$�%'($��1�(0$���9
�$ $"���'?$�'!�(0$���?��!)��1���� �!/�

	!�7538.�G&" $��$0!�%&??��'D$"�0'%�A�����!��&%�0A'(D�'!�����! ���('��$�
$!('(�$"� M�0$��UA'V�'?���!�$!(��('�!��!"��2($�?'!�('�!� ��?�/N� 	!��$�('�!�
7:.�M�0$�
�%��0�?,$�%.N�0$�A�'($%+3;;�

“In the fall of 1941, on a clearing in the wood of Brzezinka, a primitive gas 
chamber called Bunker 2 Z%'�[ was set up in the cottage of a farmer who 
had been moved, and a couple of kilometers from it, likewise in the cottage 
of Z%�?$�!$[ moved – another chamber called Bunker 1.” 

�0�(� %�?$�)$��.� (0'%���('��$�A�%� �$#'%$"� 1����&,�'��('�!� '!��! �'%0�&!"$�� (0$�
�&%�'�$%� �1� (0$� M�$!(���� ��??'%%'�!� 1��� (0$� 	!#$%(' �('�!� �1� (0$� 
$�?�!�
��'?$%� '!�����!"/N� 	!� (0�(� 1$�(&�$.� (0$���%%� $��$��('#$� (�� (0$�B�&!�$�%C�A�%�
?�"'1'$"�(0&%+3;5�

“After gassing had begun in 1941, the small crematorium could not hold 
all the corpses of the victims, so they were burnt in 8 open pits, dug for that 
purpose near the gas chambers and called ‘Bunkers’ 1 and 2.” 

��%�� '!� 7538.� �'�'�� ��'$"?�!.� "'�$�(��� �1� (0$� M�$!(���� G$A'%0� �'%(��'����
��??'%%'�!� '!� ����!".N� �&,�'%0$"� �� ,���� �!� �&%�0A'(D� '!� A0'�0� 0$� "$9
%��',$"� (0$�,$ '!!'! %��1� (0$����$ $"�$2($�?'!�('�!��1� G$A%��(��&%�0A'(D� '!�
(0$�1����A'! �A�)+356�

“The same year Z7537[ permanent gas installations were put into two 
peasant huts at Brzezinka (Birkenau). The bodies of the gassed people 
were buried near the huts. By the spring of 1942 the bodies began to rot 
and smell, and steps were taken to build a crematorium in which to burn 
the corpses.” 

�0$�$� (0$� '!"'�(?$!(� � �'!%(��IJ� <�$,�&��)� 77.� 753>=� �""�$%%$%� (0$� B�&!9
�$�%.C�'(��$%(%��!���A'"�A%�'C%��%%$�('�!%+��0$����(��!%1��?$"�(0$���((� $%��1�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
3;;� G�!��$0!.�M�,HD���!�$!(���)O!)�'�D� T�")��UA'V�'?.N�'!+�Biuletyn G�ównej Komisji Badania 

Zbrodni Niemieckich w Polsce.��)"�A!'�(A��
THA!$O���?'%O'���"�!'���,��"!'��'$?'$��'�0�A�
���%�$.�7538.��/�7-7/�

3;5��$!(������??'%%'�!�1���(0$�	!#$%(' �('�!��1�
$�?�!���'?$%�'!�����!". Concentration and exter-
mination camp at O�wi�cim (Auschwitz-Birkenau).����%�A�7538.�#��/�	.��/�;;/�

356��/���'$"?�!.�This Was Oswiecim. The History of a Murder Camp.��0$��!'($"�G$A'%0�
$�'$1�
���$��.���!"�!�7538.���/�7;1/�
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“After the construction of the other crematoria with their gas chambers – 
it is added – the two Bunkers were taken out of service; Bunker 1 was de-
molished, the building of Bunker 2 was preserved and put back into service 
in May 1944.” 


$ ��"'! �(0'%�(0$�A�'(($!�#$�"'�(��1�(0$��IJ�(�'���<���'��-.�753>=���!(�'!%�(0$�
1����A'! ���%%� $+35-�

“From the spring of 1942, before the construction of the crematoria with 
their gas chambers, the gassing of persons in the area of the Brzezinka 
camp was transferred to the cottages of the Brzezinka farmers Wiechuja 
and Harmata, which had been appropriately rebuilt for this purpose and 
which were designated Bunker 1 and 2. The corpses of the persons who 
were gassed there were burned in the above-mentioned trenches. After the 
construction of the Brzezinka crematoria the two Bunkers were taken out of 
service; Bunker 2, which had been preserved, was put back into operation 
in May 1944 at the period of the greatest intensity of the gassings.” 

�0$�'!"'�(?$!(�'!�(0$�(�'����1�(0$���?�� ���'%�!�<��#$?,$��753>=�"$#�($%��'(9
(�$�?��$�(0�!��!$��'!$�(��(0$�(��'���1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C+��1($��(0$�1'�%(�$2�$�'?$!(���
 �%%'! �'!�(0$�1�����1�7537.�(0$� �%%'! %�(��������$�'!���$?�(��'&?�7�M�!"�(0$!�
��%��'!�(0$�%�9����$"��&!�$�%�7��!"�-��1���D$D'!���ZA0'�0�0�"�,$$![���((� $%�
�1�Z'!0�,'(�!(%[�(��!%1$��$"/N354�

�%%' !'! �(��(0$�1��?$�����?�(���!$��1�(0$�(A����((� $%�(0�(�0�"����$ $"�)�
,$$!�(&�!$"�'!(��B�&!�$�%C�A�%�A��! .�,$��&%$�(0$����?�(��1�?'�)��'#$"�'!���
��?��$($�)�"'11$�$!(���$�/���%�.�(0$�$�0�%�!$#$��,$$!�(0$�#� &$%(�'!"'��('�!��1�
(0$� �(0$�� 0�&%$� 0�#'! � ,$��! $"� (�� �� 1��?$�� ,)� (0$� !�?$� �1� �'$�0&O�/�
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B�&!�$��7C� <%$$��$�('�!�>/3/=/��0�(�$�����A�%� �$�$�($"� '!� (0$� '!"'�(?$!(��!"�
(0$�#$�"'�(��1�(0$��IJ�(�'��/�

	(� '%� ��$��� (0�(� (0$� !�?$%� �1� (0$� (A�� 1��?$�%�A$�$� ��,'(���'�)� (��$!� 1��?�
�?�! �(0�%$�A0��0�"�,$$!�$2�����'�($"�,)�(0$���.�?$�$�)�(�����#'"$���1'�('9
('�&%�����1�1���(0$�����('�!��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%/C��0'%�'%���!1'�?$"�,)�(0$�1��(�(0�(�
!$'(0$�����?�(��!����'$�0&O�� <!��� �!)��1� (0$'�� �$��('#$%=� ���$��$"� $'(0$�� �(�
(0$��IJ� (�'�������(� (0$� (�'����1� (0$���?�� ���'%�!/353� 	(� '%���$��� (0�(� ($%('?�!)�
1��?�?$?,$�%��1�(0$����?�(���!"��'$�0&O��1�?'�'$%�A�&�"�0�#$�,$$!�$%%$!9
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('��� '!� $%(�,�'%0'! ��!�$��!"� 1��� ���� (0$� ����('�!��1� (0$� B�&!�$�%C� �!"�A�&�"�
0�#$�����A$"��!�'!%�$�('�!��1�(0$�%'($%/�

	!�*���0�7535.�(0$�%�9����$"��$ $%�0�(�'���A�%�0$�"�'!�
$�?�!).�A'(0���/�

$�0��"��$($�%.�A0��0�"�,$$!�(0$�"'�$�(����1� (0�(�1'�?.� (0$�?�O���"$1$!"�!(/�
<�$�A�%�'!'('���)�%$!($!�$"�(��1'#$�)$��%C�'?��'%�!?$!(.�,&(���($����S&'(($"��1�
���� �0�� $%/=��0$�#$�"'�(.� "�($"�*���0� -;.� 7535.� %0�A%� (0�(� (0$� ����� �!"��
%(��)��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C�A�%�%('���'!�(0$�����$%%��1�"$#$���?$!(��!"���!('!&$"�(��
$!�'�0�'(%$�1�A'(0�!$A��!"�A�!"��&%�"$(�'�%+35:�

“Witness Dr. M. observed two gassings in the gas chambers of the farm-
houses. According to his statement, the victims initially believed they were 
going into a disinfection installation. Only when more and more people 
were being crowded into those rooms are they said to have become scared. 
After the chambers had been completely filled with people, it is said that 
there was a wait of another 10 minutes in order to reach a certain temper-
ature. The traps are said to have been opened and the contents of Zyklon-
cans poured in by the medic. It is said that ‘an enormous number’ of peo-
ple had been crowded in, some 300–400 persons into each room. Ten 
minutes later everything was said to have been quiet. 
There have apparently been erroneous opinions among the detainees at the 
time concerning the way the gas was introduced into the gassing rooms. 
Witness Dr. Au. stated the gas was fed into the room by means of a syringe 
attached to the can. Witness W. claims that the gas was admitted to the 
room by means of a blower installation. From hearsay, Dr. Str. states that 
the gas was blown into the room. Witness Rö. had heard that the gas was 
fed into the rooms through fake showers.” 

�&�'! � (0$��&%�0A'(D� (�'����(����!�1&�(� <�$�$?,$��7584�K��& &%(�758:=.� '!�
%�'($��1�(0$�$!��?�&%�!&?,$���1�A'(!$%%$%���$%$!($"��!"�(0$�#�%(�?$�!%�$?9
���)$"�(����$���$�(0'%�(�'��.�(0$�1'!"'! %��!�(0$�%&,O$�(��1�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!9
�$�%C�A$�$�$#$!��$%%���!��&%'#$/��!�(0$��11'�'���?����1�(0$���?�.�B�&!�$��-C�
"�$%� !�(� ���$��� �(� ���.� A0$�$�%� B�&!�$�� 7.C� ����$"� M‘Rotes Haus’ = Bunker 
(Gaskammer)N� '%� ����($"��(� �,�&(�436�?$($�%� 1��?� (0$�A$%($�!�$!���%&�$��1�
BA			/� �&�(0$�?��$.� �!"� (0'%� '%� $#$!�?��$� %$�'�&%� K� �%� G$�!9���&"$���$%%���
0�%���'!($"��&(358�K�(0$�1�&��,�%'!%��1�(0$�%$A� $9(�$�(?$!(����!(.�A0'�0�A$�$�
'!� (0�(� ���(� �1� (0$� ��?�.� ��$� 1��%$�)� ��,$�$"� �%� '!�'!$��('�!� (�$!�0$%� �!� (0$�
�,�#$9?$!('�!$"� ?��a� �0$� �$ $!".� '!� 1��(.� %�)%+� M����$� �1� ��$?�('�!� �!"�
?�%%� ��#$%/N35>�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
35:��0�'%('��!��/�
Q($��$(���/.�Justiz und NS-Verbrechen. Sammlung deutscher Strafurteile wegen na-

tionalsozialistischer Tötungsverbrechen 1945-1966.��?%($�"�?.�758;975;7.�#��/�k			.��/�743/�
358� G/9�/���$%%��.�Auschwitz:….�op. cit. <!�($�4=.���/�78:97>6/�
35>��/���&?�!!.�Auschwitz. Bericht über die Strafsache gegen Mulka u.a. vor dem Schwurgericht 

Frankfurt.��(0^!$&?��$��� .����!�1&�(L*�'!9��!!.�758:.��/�:36E��/���! ,$'!.�op. cit.�<!�($�
-53=.�#��/�-.���/�5461/�
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�0$�#$�"'�(.�'!�'(%�#� &$� $!$���'('$%.�"$?�!%(��($%�(0$�'!��!��&%'#$!$%%��1�
(0$���&�(C%�1'!"'! %+35;�

“Before the transformation of the farmhouse had been completed, the kill-
ings by means of gas took place in the small crematorium. From summer 
1942 onward the farmhouse that had meanwhile been turned into a gas 
chamber served as a place of annihilation. As its capacity did not suffice in 
the face of ever more numerous transports, another farmhouse in the vicin-
ity of the first was converted into a gas chamber and used as an additional 
place of annihilation. The two chambers were called Bunker I and II. The 
corpses of those killed were initially interred in large pits and later cre-
mated in long graves.” 

>/3/�GHD$1���'%'R%��C%��$�����('�!��!�(0$�����('�!��1�B�&!�$��7C�
�!��& &%(�:.�75;6.�GHD$1���'%'R%��.�,��!��!��$,�&��)�-:.�75-3.��!"��$%'"'! �
�(���D$D'!��.�0�!"$"�(��(0$�*&%$&?��1��&%�0A'(D�(0$�1����A'! �����&!(.��$ 9
'%($�$"�,)����!�'%D$���'�$�.��(�(0�(�('?$��&��(����1�(0$�*&%$&?+355�

“Before the war there were the following buildings on the land presently 
occupied by my house, and in its immediate vicinity: 
A wooden house with a straw roof, in which my grandparents lived and 
later my parents and I with my sister Bronis�awa Wisi�ska, two barns, one 
made of brick, the other of wood, and finally a single-story brick house, 
unplastered, roofed with tile, built in 1932–35 by Gryzek, son-in-law of my 
uncle, Józef Harmata, who lived there as well. In the mortgage papers, 
though, this house was registered in the name of my uncle Józef Harmata. 
My uncle Józef Harmata died in 1943, my father Piotr Harmata in 1962. 
The house of Józef Harmata and his son-in-law Gryzek, husband of Aniela 
Harmata, which was transformed into a gas chamber by the Germans, as I 
learned after the war, was 12 meters long and 9 meters wide. Along its 
whole width, there was a corridor. On the right were two living rooms, on 
the left, one room and a stable with an exit to the outside. Toward the 
front, each room had two windows. Around the house, there were tall fruit 
trees. 
These buildings stood at about 100 meters from the country road which 
went to the village. In the immediate vicinity there was Grzybek’s house, a 
residence, partly brick, partly wood, a stable and a barn. In 1941, the 
Germans sent us away, like the other inhabitants of the village. When I 
came back to that land after the war, in 1949, I observed that all the ob-

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
35;��/�/�
Q($�.�op. cit. <!�($�35:=.�#��/�kk		.��/�3-7/�
355���*�.�O�wiadczenia.�#��/�774.���/�>>1/�
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jects mentioned no longer existed. Several basins had been built across the 
old road. From the place where my uncle’s house Z0�"[ stood, the roadbed 
of a narrow-gauge railroad went to the nearby wood. 
The present road near my house runs parallel to the old road, across 
which the basins mentioned above had been built. The house built after the 
war, in which I live, stands where my father’s wooden house used to be, 
and my neighbor’s house (Czarnik Stanis�aw) is located where the house of 
my uncle Józef Harmata used to be, but the old house was a few meters 
farther away, in the back of the village towards the wood. The place where 
Grzybek’s building was is now covered with slag, and on the other side of 
the road is the monument to the Soviet prisoners. With this, the account 
ends.” 

�((��0$"� (�� (0$� ����&!(� '%� �� %�$(�0� �1� GHD$1� ���?�(�C%� 0�&%$� <(0$� ���$ $"�
B�&!�$�� 7.C� %$$� ���&?$!(� --=.� �� (��� ���0'���� %�$(�0� %0�A'! � '(%� ����('�!�
<%$$����&?$!(�-4=.��!"�1�&���0�(� ���0%�(��$!�'!�75;:�,)��/��'�$�/�

�&??��'D'! .�,$1��$�(0$��$��!"�����"�����<'!�(0$���$��!��(0��1�(0$�1&(&�$�
%$((�'! �,�%'!%=�(0$�$�A$�$�(A��0�&%$%��!"�(A��A��"$!�,��!%.�i.e.,� (0$�,&'�"9
'! %�!&?,$�$"�7.�-.�4��!"�3��!�(0$�(��� ���0'����%�$(�0.�A0'�0�'��&%(��($%�(0$�
($%('?�!)/��0$%$�,&'�"'! %�"'"�'!"$$"�$2'%(/��0$)����$����!�(0$�
$�?�!�%'($�
?���!�/�7>44��1���(�,$��:.�753-� <%$$����&?$!(�>=.�,&(� (0$�$� '%�!�(0'! � (��
���#$� (0�(��!$��1� (0$?�<(0$��!$����%$%(� (�� (0$� 1&(&�$�$!���%&�$��1� (0$���?�=�
A�%� $#$�� (��!%1��?$"� '!(�� �� 0�?'�'"���  �%� �0�?,$�/������"'! � (�� 0$�� ($%('9
?�!).�*%/��'%'R%���0$�%$�1�0�"��!�)��$��!$"��,�&(�(0'%����$ $"�1��(�M�1($��(0$�
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�&%�0A'(D�*&%$&?�A0'�0.� '!�75>;.:66� 0�"� ��,'(���'�)���%'('�!$"� B�&!�$��7C�
�!��!��11'�'���?����1�(0$��'��$!�&���?���(�(0$�#$�)�����$�A0$�$�*%/��'%'R%���
'!"'��($"�'!�75;6/�	(�(0&%�����%��'�$�(0$�?&%$&?�!$$"$"���1'�('('�&%�B����1C�a 
posteriori�(��,����&��'(%����'?/��0$��0�'�$��1���?$?,$���1�(0$����?�(��1�?'�)�
'%�$2���'!$"�,)�(0$�1��(�(0�(�K��%�A$�0�#$�%$$!�'!�(0$���$�$"'! �%$�('�!�K�(0$�
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1��?$"� '!(�� B�&!�$�� 7C� �!"� B�&!�$�� -C� ,$��! $"� (�� 1��?$�%� �(� ��D$D'!���
<�'��$!�&=� !�?$"��'$�0&O�� �!"����?�(�/� 	(� '%� ��$��� (0�(� %0$� ��?$� 1��A��"�
�!�)�,$��&%$� %0$�0�"� �$��!$"� (0�(� (0$� '!"'�(?$!(��!"� (0$�#$�"'�(��1� (0$��IJ�
(�'��� 0�"� ?$!('�!$"� 0$�� &!��$� <GHD$1=� ���?�(�� �%� (0$� �A!$�� �1� �!$� �1� (0$�
0�&%$%����$ $"�)�(��!%1��?$"�'!(��B�&!�$�%/C�
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:66��1/�(0$�?����1�(0$���?���&,�'%0$"��&(%'"$��1�(0$�($2(�<,$(A$$!���/�733��!"�73:=��1�(0$�,����$"'(9

$"�,)�GH%$1��&%D��.�Auschwitz (O�wi�cim) Camp hitlérien d’extermination.��"'('�!%�	!($���$%%.�
���%�A�75>;/�
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B�&!�$��7C�(��*���0�-6.�753-.��$�#'! �(0�(��1�B�&!�$��-C�&!�0�! $"/��'!���).�
G$�!9���&"$���$%%���?�#$"�(0$�%(��('! �"�($��1�B�&!�$��7C��!�$�� �'!.�(��(0$�
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	!�(0$�$���)�75:6%���(0�"�2�������&%(�0'%(��'� ���0)�A�%�%('���'!�'(%�'!1�!�)/�
�%�A$� %�A� '!� (0$���$�$"'! � �0��($�.� (0$����'%0� ($2(%� (��!%��($"� '!(���! �'%0�
�!"��&,�'%0$"� �' 0(� �1($�� (0$�A���A$�$� (��� ($�%$� (�� ,$� &%$"� 1��� �!� 0'%(��'����
B�$��!%(�&�('�!/C�����(0'%��$�%�!��$%($�!�0'%(��'�!%�,�%$"�(0$?%$�#$%���'?��'9
�)��!�(0$�B��!1$%%'�!C��1�
&"��1��IJ/�

	!�75:7.��$�!����'���#��&,�'%0$"�0'%�Bréviaire de la Haine.� '!�A0'�0�0$�
"$��%��%�1����A%�A'(0�(0$�B�&!�$�%C+:6-�

“According to the historian Philip Friedman, this first large-scale experi-
mentZ:64[ was made on September 15, 1941, near the hamlet of Birkenau 
(Brzezinka) which thereafter served as the exterminations site. Later in the 
year, according to Hoess, ‘the two farm buildings on one side of the road, 
near Birkenau, were made airtight and equipped with solid wooden doors.’ 
These were the first permanent installations. Their capacity was small, and 
they did not have a crematory; the bodies were burned in the open. Never-
theless, these installations were used to the end, and, unlike the better ones 
built later, were not destroyed in October 1944.” 

���'���#�?'%'!($���$(%�A0�(���'$"?�!�A��($�<(0$���(($���!$A�A$���(0�(�������
77�A�%�!�(��(��'��$!�&=��!"��""%��1��(&���$�$?$!(%��1�0'%��A!/�

	!�75:4.�
$���"�
$'(�'! $���&,�'%0$"�0'%�,����The Final Solution/�	!�%�'($�
�1�(0$�$!��?�&%�"��&?$!(�('�!���?�'�$"�,)�(0$��&(0��.�0$�"$#�($%��'((�$�?��$�
(0�!�����&��$��1�'!�'"$!(����'!$%�(��(0$�S&$%('�!��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C+:63�

“Work also began at two adjacent farm buildings, which became the gas 
chambers, but it was not till January, 1943, that the first Bunawerk factory 
was completed.” 

�0$�1����A'! �)$��.����"�
&%%$����1��'#$������%'?��)��$���'(&��($"��IJC%��%9
%$�('�!%��1�*���0�73.�7538.�'!�0'%�,����The Scourge of the Swastika/:6:�

�0$�1'�%(�%�?$A0�(�%$�'�&%��(($?�(��(�"$%��','! �(0$�B�&!�$�%C��%�0'%(��'����
1��(� A�%� &!"$�(��$!� ,)� �(�� ���&%� �!"� ��'�0� �&���.� ,�(0� $29"$(�'!$$%� �1�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
:6-��/����'���#.�Bréviaire de la haine. Le IIIe Reich et les Juifs.����?�!!9�P#).����'%�75:7.���/�--;1/�

	��?�&%'! �(0$�%&,%$S&$!(�)��&,�'%0$"��! �'%0�(��!%��('�!.�A0'�0�� �$$%�A'(0�(0$���' '!���($2(+�
Harvest of Hate. The Nazi Program for the Destruction of the Jews of Europe.��)���&%$��!'#$�%'9
()���$%%.��)���&%$.��/�/.�75:3.��/�-66/�

:64��0$����$ $"�B1'�%(� �%%'! C�'!�(0$�,�%$?$!(��1�������77��1�(0$��&%�0A'(D���?�/�
:63�
/�
$'(�'! $�.�The Final Solution. The Attempt to Exterminate the Jews of Europe 1939-1945.���9

�$!('!$.�*'(�0$��.���!"�!�75:4.��/�765�
:6:����"�
&%%$����1��'#$�����.�The Scourge of the Swastika/�A Short History of Nazi War Crimes.�
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“Two small farmhouses of the village of Brzezinky (Birkenau) that the Na-
zis had evacuated were modified and set up as gas chambers in a primitive 
way; those houses were situated about half a kilometer to the west of the 
disinfection station. The houses were 6 by 12 meters in size and were split 
into four chambers, which could be closed by means of heavy doors; such 
a door was also located in the opposite wall Z�1�$��0��0�?,$�[. In the up-
per part of another wall there was a small window with Z'��![ bars” 

�0$��&(0��%�(0$!�?$!('�!�(0$�%' !%��!�(0$�(A��B1��?0�&%$%C��!"��!�$!���%&�$�
���&!"�(0$?.��!"���!('!&$+�

“In front of the house there were two windowless barracks, 9 by 40 meters 
in size; those were the undressing rooms.” 

�0$!�1����A%�(0$�"$%��'�('�!��1�(0$�(��!%���(��1�(0$����$ $"�#'�('?%.�A0��A$�$�
 �%%$"�'!�(0$�1����A'! �A�).�'1��!$�'%�(��,$�'$#$�(0$��&(0��%+�

“As soon as the chamber was full – and they squeezed up to 150 persons 
into that space of 18 square meters – they slammed the door, screwed the 
bolts tight, and poured the poison in through the little window in the wall. 
Then they closed the window hermetically, and for a few minutes one could 
hear only screams and moans. After something like half an hour they 
opened the back door of the chamber.” 

���&%��!"��&����(0&%���!%'"$�$"�(0$�(A��B�&!�$�%C�(��,$��$�1$�(�)�'"$!('���.�
�!"�����$"�,�(0��1�(0$?�(��(0$�A$%(��1�(0$��$!(������&!�.� '#'! �(0$?�"'?$!9
%'�!%��1�8�,)�7-�?$($�%��!"��$(�'!'! �(0$�"'#'%'�!�'!(��1�&��$S&������?%��1�7;�
%S&��$�?$($�%� $��0� K� ���� (0'%� �(� �""%�A'(0� (0$� ��(0�"�2� B0'%(��'���C� #$�%'�!/�
�0$�"'?$!%'�!%��1�(0$�&!"�$%%'! �,������%�A$�$�����('����)�(0�%$��1���0��%$9
%(�,�$�,������.��1�A0'�0�(0$)����'?$"�(��0�#$��!���' '!���"��A'! ��!"�A0'�0�
?$�%&�$"�5/:8�,)�36/>8�?$($�%/��0'%�A�%�(0$��!�)�'($?���($���������'�($"�,)�
��(0�"�2�0'%(��'� ���0)/��0$���$%$!�$��1���%'! �$��'((�$�A'!"�A�K�A'(0�,��%.�(��
,��(�K�A�%��� ��(0$�� '!1$�'�'(�&%� '!#$!('�!.�0�A$#$�.�,$��&%$� '(� '%�"'11'�&�(� (��
%$$�0�A�����!��1��)���!�����&�"�0�#$�,$$!�1$"�(0��& 0�%&�0��� �'"/�

�0$�A���� ,)����&%� �!"��&���� ,�%'����)� �$ &� '(�($"� ��#'$(� ����� �!"�E�
(0$)�$#$!�"$1$!"$"�(0$���#'$(����'?�(0�(�1�&��?'��'�!�"'$"��(��&%�0A'(D.:76���
1' &�$�"$#�'"��1��!)�%�'$!('1'��#��&$/�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
:68��/����&%.��/���0I!�Z�&���[.�Továrna na smrt.���� &$�7538/�
:6>� Ibidem.�Továrna na smrt. Dokument o Osv�timi, ��l$���O%��9���.���� &$�75:>/�
:6;� Ibidem.�Die Todesfabrik.���! �$%%��$��� .��$��'!�75:;/�
:65� Ibidem.���/�7779774/�
:76� Ibidem.���/�7>-1/�
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	!�7587.� G&" $� G�!��$0!��&,�'%0$"� �� ($�%$� %&??��)��1��D��?����� �!C%�
���'%0�"$��%'('�!�A'(0�&(.�0�A$#$�.�?$!('�!'! �0'%�%�&��$+:77�

“From 1942 on, massive transports of Jews began arriving at Auschwitz; 
the gas chamber of Crematorium I proved inadequate for their liquidation. 
Consequently, two more gas chambers were installed for this purpose in 
two houses of farmers who had been moved. These gas chambers were 
called Bunker 1 and Bunker 2. In their vicinity, two undressing huts were 
set up. Bunker 1 had two gas chambers, into which some 2,000 persons 
could be squeezed at one time. 
The victims undressed in the huts or in the woods and went naked from 
there to the gas chamber. There were four gas chambers in the small house 
designated as Bunker 2. In both Bunkers the gas chambers had separate 
entrances and exits. On the entrance door there was a sign saying ‘to the 
baths,’ on the inside of the exit door it said ‘to the disinfection.’ There was 
an open space outside that door, in which the bodies removed from the gas 
chambers were piled up. In both Bunkers, the openings for the gas were set 
in the side walls.” 

��)$���$���'$�.���!&(���D$�0�0�"����$�")��&,�'%0$"�(0$�%$�('�!��1�0$��Ausch-
witz�Chronicle�"$��'! �A'(0�753-.�A0'�0���!(�'!$"�(A��%&��'!�(�$!(�'$%��!�(0$�
%&,O$�(��1�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%/C:67��0$�1'�%(.��$1$��'! � $!$����)�(��G�!&��)�
753-.��$�"%+�

“Z�0$)[ started to kill Jews from Upper Silesia by means of gas. This hap-
pened in the so-called Bunker 1, a farmhouse modified for the purpose, 
which was situated in the northwest corner of what became BAB III of 
Birkenau. The corpses of those killed were shovelled under in mass graves 
in a meadow in the vicinity.” 

�0$�%$��!"�$!(�)����$��%�&!"$��(0$�"�($��1�G&!$�46.�753-+�
“Because of the great number of Jewish transports destined to be mur-
dered, Bunker 2 was put into operation by modifying for this purpose an-
other country house situated on the meadow in the woods to the west of the 
future Crematorium III.” 

�0$�'!1��?�('�!���$%$!($"�A�%�#$�)�,�'$1.�,&(�'!���?�$!%�('�!��D$�0�0�".�'!�
��A'"$�)�"'%(�',&($"��&,�'��('�!�(0�(�����'$"�?&�0�A$' 0(��?�! �(0$�%�$�'��9
'%(%��1�(0$�"�).����#'"$"�(0$�A�(�0A��"�1�����(0�"�2�0'%(��'� ���0)+�(0$�(A��
1��?0�&%$%����$ $"�)���!#$�($"�(��0�?'�'"��� �%��0�?,$�%�A$�$�(��,$�����$"�
B�&!�$�%/C�
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:77� G/��$0!.�O�wi�cim-Brzezinka (Auschwitz-Birkenau) Concentration Camp.��)"�A!'�(A�����A9
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“Without any material traces, the location Z`[,internal organization Z`[.�
and the arrangement of the different annexes of Bunker 1 will never be 
clearly elucidated.” 

�&�(0$�?��$+�
“Its purpose, the extermination of human beings by gassing, cannot be 
called into question, if only because of the constant repetition of an identi-
cal process in the accounts of the former prisoners Z`[.” 

�0'%����'?�'%�A��! ��!"�&!1�&!"$"�'!�%?&�0��%�'(��%%&?$�(0�(�(0$�%(�($?$!(%�
�1�(0$�1��?$��"$(�'!$$%�� �$$�$#$!�'!�S&$%('�!%��1�"$(�'�%.�A0'�0�'%���$���)�!�(�
(0$� ��%$/��0'�$� '(� '%� (�&$� (0�(� ����A'(!$%%$%� �$���(� 0�?'�'"��� �%%'! %� '!� (0'%�
,&'�"'! .�(0'%�'%�!�(0'! �,&(����$�$('('�!��1�(0$�(0$?$�"$�'#$"�1��?�(0$������9
 �!"��%(��)�"$#�'"��1��!)�%�$�'1'�%/�
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�!� (0$��(0$��0�!".���$%%��C%����'?�(0�(��'%�0�11.�&� $"�,)��IJ.� (���� (0$�
'"$���1���������$��"$%' !��1�(0$�B �%��0�?,$�%C��1�B�&!�$��-C:-6�1��?�(0$���('��$�
MEntlausung mit Zyklon-Blausäure in Kreislauf-BegasungskammernN� '%� �&�$�
1�!(�%)/�

�'!���).���$%%��C%�'!($���$(�('�!��1�(0$�(0'�"��!"�1'!���"��&?$!(�0$�&%$%�(��
"$?�!%(��($� (0$�0'%(��'�����$��'()��1� (0$�B�&!�$�%C�K�(0$�1��(� (0�(��!� (0$�?���
$!('(�$"� M�#$�#'$A� �1� ��!"%���$� �&�#$)� �1� (0$� ��$�� �1� 	!($�$%(� �1� ���
�&%�0A'(DN� "�($"� G&!$� -.� 7534.� �!� ��$�� ��,$�$"� M�11� �'?'(%N� '!"'��($%� M(0$�
D�!$�A0$�$��&!�$�%�7��!"�-��!"�(0$'��,&�)'! �(�$!�0$%�A$�$�����($"N:-7�K�'%�
&(($��)�!�!%$!%'���.�,$��&%$��(�(0$�('?$�(0'%�?���A�%�"��A!.������"'! �(��(0$�
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;/4/����!�'%D$���'�$�C%���!(�',&('�!�
�0$�����$%%�A0$�$,)�(0$������ �!"��%(��)��1�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C�,$��?$�
B0'%(��)C���!��&"$%�A'(0�(0$�%'2��� $%��1�($2(�A0'�0����!�'%D$���'�$��"$#�($"�
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�T& �,��%�'.����!�'%D$���'�$��<$"%/=.�Auschwitz 1940-1945. Studien zur Geschichte des Konzent-
rations- und Vernichtungslagers Auschwitz.��$��� �"$%��(��(�'�0$!�*&%$&?%��&%�0A'(D9
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;/3/�
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“Kammler visited the camp on Thursday, 27 February 1942. In a letter 
written to Topf a week later, Bischoff related that Kammler had decided 
during that trip that the back-up incinerators were to be canceled ‘and that 
the five triple-muffle furnaces ordered by the letter of October 22, 1941, 
correspondence register number 215/41/Ho must be constructed in the 
prisoner of war camp.’ In other words, the crematorium that had been in-
tended for the main camp was now to be built in Birkenau.” 

��!��$�(� (0$!��,%$�#$%� (0�(� G$�!9���&"$���$%%��� �((��0$"�!�� %' !'1'��!�$� (��
(0'%�"$�'%'�!.�A0$�$�%���!&(���D$�0�'!�0$��Auschwitz�Chronicle�?$!('�!%�!$'9
(0$����??�$�C%�#'%'(�!���0'%�"$�'%'�!.��!"��""%+�

“I, however, believe that the decision to move the crematorium may be in-
terpreted as the counterpart of an otherwise unrecorded decision to trans-
form a red house belonging to the Polish peasant Wiechuja,Z:-5[ located at 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
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the northwest edge of the tract reserved for the prisoner-of-war camp, into 
the extermination installation known as Bunker1 – the place where the his-
tory of the Holocaust merged with the history of Auschwitz-Birkenau.” 

�$��&%$�(0$�&%$��1���$?�(��'&?�	��%����'��'! �%(�('�!�K�#�!��$�(� �$%��!�K�0�"�
'!($��&�($"� (0$� �'1$� �1� (0$� ��?�.���??�$�.� "&�'! �0'%� #'%'(� (���&%�0A'(D� �!�
�$,�&��)�->.�753-.:46�

“must have suggested that the killings be moved to Birkenau. Allowing for 
two or three weeks to select and transform a house into simple extermina-
tion facilities, one could expect the first killings to take place in Birkenau 
in the third week of March. Indeed, the historians at the Auschwitz-
Birkenau State Museum have determined March 20 as the date that Bunker 
1 was put into operation.” 
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�'&?�<(0$�1&(&�$���$?�(��'&?�		=�'%���(&���)�����($"�'!�(0$�!��(0A$%(����!$���1�
(0$� ��?�/� 	!� �$��'().� (0$�?��� '!� S&$%('�!.� $!('(�$"� M�'($�?��� �1� ������?��
�&%�0A'(D�K����$���'�$%'�.N�!�/�;;:.�A�%�"��A!�,)�(0$����WVHA��!�G�!&��)�
:.�753-.:4-�0$!�$�?&�0�$���'$��(0�!�(0$���$%&?$"�'!%(����('�!��1�B�&!�$��7/C�	1�
'(�0�"���(&���)�,$$!�����($�.�M?�"'1'$"�#$�%'�!N��1�(0$�?����1�G�!&��)�:�A'(0�
'(%� (A�� M'!�'!$��('�!� 0���%.N� '(� A�&�"� %0�A� �� ��($�� "�($E� '!%($�".� '(%� "�($� �1�
��?��$('�!�'%���$�'%$�)�G�!&��)�:.�753-/��0$�$�'%�!��"�&,(��,�&(�(0'%.�,$��&%$�
'(�A�%��0$��$"�,)����Untersturmführer��$O�����!�G�!&��)�:��!"������#$"�,)�
�'%�0�11��!�G�!&��)�8/��0$�$1��$.�(0$�"$�'%'�!�(��?�#$�(0$�����('�!��1�(0$�!$A�
��$?�(��'&?�1��?�(0$���!�$!(��('�!���?���(��&%�0A'(D�(��(0$���'%�!$���1�A���
��?���(��'��$!�&�A�%�?�"$� '!�$���)�G�!&��)�753-�K� (A���!"���0��1�?�!(0%�
,$1��$��&!�$�� 7� ���$ $"�)� ,$��?$� ��$��('�!��� K� �!"� (0$�$� '%� !�(0'! � %&%�'9
�'�&%��,�&(�'(/�

	!�1��(.�(0$�!$A���$?�(��'&?�A�%����$�")��!�(0$�,���%�'!�(0$�M�2���!�(��)�

$���(��1�(0$���$�'?'!��)����O$�(�1���(0$��$A���!%(�&�('�!��1�(0$�Waffen����
������?���(��&%�0A'(D.����$���'�$%'�N��1���(�,$��46.�7537/:44� 	!��� �$(($��
�'%�0�11�A��($�(��(0$���?�?$!(���??�!"��(��$'?����!���#$?,$��7-.�7537�
<%$$��/�35=.�0$���$���)�$2���'!%� (0�(� (0$�1'�?����1�X��I0!$�0�"��$�$'#$"� (0$�
��"$��(��,&'�"��!�'!�'!$��('�!����!(��%�S&'���)��%���%%',�$.:43�

“because a POW camp has been attached to the Auschwitz concentration 
camp, which will accommodate 120,000 Russians in the immediate fu-
ture.” 
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“Auschwitz already had become the destination for one particular group of 
Jews residing on Reich territory: those considered unfit for work in the so-
called Schmelt program.” 

�&�'! �(0$%$�!$ �('�('�!%.�'!�?'"9�$,�&��).�366�G$A%�,$��! '! �(��(0'%���($9
 ��)�A$�$�%$!(�(���&%�0A'(D.����$ $"�)�(��,$� �%%$"�'!�(0$���$?�(��'&?��1�(0$�
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“as the Slovak Jews were to be brought to Birkenau and not to Auschwitz, 
and as killing them in Crematorium I would interrupt the life of the main 
camp, they considered building an extermination installation close to the 
new satellite Z�'��$!�&[ camp.” 
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“When the Slovak government suggested that Himmler also take Jews unfit 
for labor in exchange for a cash payment, Himmler dispatched SS Con-
struction Chief Hans Kammler to Auschwitz. Kammler toured the site and 
ordered that a peasant cottage there be converted into a gas chamber. Two 
months later, on July 4, 1942, the first Jews from Slovakia were sorted out. 
Those who could work were admitted to the camp. Those who could not 
were killed in the peasant cottage, now known as Bunker I. Killing at 
Auschwitz of selected categories of Jews had now changed from an ‘inci-
dental’ practice, as had happened with some transports of Jews from Up-
per Silesia in late 1941, into what one could call ‘continuing’ practice, but 
it had not yet become policy. Bunker I was still a particular solution to a 
situation created by the combination of Slovak unwillingness to provide for 
old and very young Jews and German greed. The main purpose of Ausch-
witz, at this time, remained construction (of a plant, a city, and a region), 
not destruction (of Jews).” <$?�0�%'%�'!���' '!��= 
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“In the summer of 1993 I stood, together with several survivors of the 
‘special unit,’ next to the ‘little white house’ in Auschwitz Birkenau. We 
were shooting a documentary film there. A friend from an Italian TV sta-
tion Z�$DD$(('[� joined us and showed me a photocopied page from a book 
containing a 1945 witness statement about the ‘little red’ and the ‘little 
white house.’ The name of the witness was Shlomo Dragon. Z///[ The Italian 
TV man based himself on this more-than-40-year-old witness statement in 
order to identify the site where we were standing as the location of the pits 
in which so many corpses had been burned back then. I asked him why he 
based himself on a written testimony, since Shlomo Dragon was among us. 
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He could speak to him at once! Shlomo, tall, vigorous and of a quite youth-
ful complexion, stood a few meters away from us. My friend was dumb-
founded. He had believed that none of the special unit members was still 
alive. For him Dragon was merely a witness statement, not a living per-
son.” 

�&(� $#$!� (0�& 0� (0$� ��� �!� ,��(0$�%� ��$� %�'"� (�� 0�#$� 0�"� �� 1��?'"�,�$�
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“The pits or the ‘Bunkers,’ as we called them, were large and deep.” 
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“The pits, in which the corpses of those gassed were burnt whenever the 
crematoria could not cope, are now being filled in in order to efface any 
traces.” 

�0'%�?$�!%�(0�(�1��?�(0'%�('?$��!�(0$�����%$%��1�(0$����$ $"�)� �%%$"�#'�('?%�
A$�$�!����! $��,&�!$"�'!�(0$����'?$"��'(%.��!"���!%$S&$!(�)�(0�(�(0$���('#'()�
�1�B�&!�$��-C�0�"���?$�(���!�$!"/���A$#$�.�(0$�(A��,������%�%('������$����!�
(0$��$�'����0�(� ���0�(��$!��!���#$?,$��-5.�7533.::5��!�A0'�0��!$���!���%��
%$$�(0$�0�&%$����'?$"�(��0�#$�,$$!�B�&!�$��-/C�

�$��&%$��1���%0��(� $��1�,������%.�(0$�!��?�������('�$��(��&%�0A'(D�A�%�(��
"'%?�!(�$� ,������%� !�� ��! $�� !$$"$"� �!"� (�� �$,&'�"� (0$?� $�%$A0$�$/� �&(� '1�
(0�%$�(A��,������%�A$�$�&!"�$%%'! �,������%�1���(0$����$ $"�#'�('?%��1�B�&!9
�$��-.C�A0)�A$�$�(0$)��$1(�'!�����$�1����(��$�%(�(0�$$�?�!(0%��1($��(0$����'?$"�
��('#'('$%� (0$�$�0�"� %(���$"c��0'%� '%� ���� (0$�?��$� �%(�!'%0'! .� �%� (0$� ���$ $"�
��"$��(��M%(���(0$� �%%'! %N�'%�%�'"�(��0�#$��$��0$"��&%�0A'(D��!���#$?,$��
-.�7533.������"'! �(����!&(���D$�0/:86�

�&�(0$�?��$.��!�(0$��$�'����0�(� ���0%��1��'��$!�&�(0$���$�����&!"�(0$���9
�$ $"�B�&!�$��-C�%0�A%�!��'!"'��('�!%��1��!)�%&%�'�'�&%���('#'().�'!����('�&����
!��(���$��1��!)�%?��$.���(0�& 0���A'%���1�%?��$��'%$%�1��?���%?����%��(�'!�(0$�
)��"� (�� (0$� !��(0� �1� ��$?�(��'&?� �� <�%� �!� (0$� �0�(� ���0� �1� �& &%(� -4.�
7533=/��0'%�'%�'!���?��$($�"'%� �$$?$!(�A'(0�(0$�A'(!$%%$%C�����&!(%/�

���"��&?$!(��!�A!� (��?$�%�$��%��1� (0�%$� (A��,������%/��0$� �$�%�!� 1���
(0'%�?�)�,$�(0$�1��(�(0�(�(0$�"��&?$!(%��1�(0$��$!(������!%(�&�('�!��11'�$��1�
(0$� )$��� 7533� 0�#$� !�(� %&�#'#$"� ��?��$($�)/� 	(� '%� (0$�$1��$� "'11'�&�(� (�� %�)�
A0�(� (0$'�� 1&!�('�!�?�)�0�#$�,$$!/� 	(� %$$?%.�0�A$#$�.� �$�(�'!� (0�(� (0$)�0�"�
%�?$���!!$�('�!�A'(0�(0$�"$���(�('�!��1�(0$��&! ��'�!�G$A%/�

�0$�(A��,������%�%(��"��!�(A���$�(�! &�����!"��$#$�$"���(%.�A0'�0���!�,$�
%$$!��!� (0$� �$�'��� �0�(� ���0��1�*�)�47.� 7533.� 0$!�$� (0$� "$�'%'�!� (��,&'�"�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
::8���.�*'%%'�!+�86L�
:--�86�\/���!+��77>-.��2��%&�$�:6--/��
::>��1/��0�(� ���0%�78��!"�78�/���&��$+���('�!�������$�('�!��1��$�'����0�(� ���0).�
$1/���/�6689

666966696669�E�0((�+LL!���/�� /&�L/��0$��0�(� ���0�(��$!�,)��!��'����!$��1�(0$�
��.�A�%�(��!%9
1$��$"�,)�(0$��'��
$��!!�'%%�!�$����0'#$%�(���$$�$��!'#$�%'()�<��=��!�G�!&��)�7>.�-663/�

::;��/��D$�0.�.�Kalendarium… .�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.��/�;88/���*�.�*�(/�
�.����/�		.��/�7-8/�
::5���.�*'%%'�!+�7:��
L;;>�:��
/���!+���7876/��2��%&�$+�36:;/��$$��0�(� ���0�76/�
:86��/��D$�0.�Kalendarium… .�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.��/�5-7/�



753� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

(0$?�0�"�,$$!�(��$!�$���'$�/��0$)�A$�$�$�$�($"�,$(A$$!�*�)�47��!"�G&!$�-8.�
7533/��0$��&! ��'�!�G$A%�A$�$�"$���($"�,$(A$$!�(0$�?'""�$��1�*�)��!"�$��9
�)� G&�).� ,�'! '! � $!��?�&%� S&�!('('$%� �1� �$�%�!��� ,$��! '! %� A'(0� (0$?� (��
�'��$!�&.� A0'�0� A$�$� %(��$"� '!� 1��!(� �1� (0$� �$�%�!��� ����$�()� %(��� $� ,��9
����%.��%���!�,$�%$$!�1��?�#��'�&%��0�(� ���0%�(��$!��(�(0�(�('?$/:87�	(�'%���%9
%',�$�(0�(�(0�%$�(A��,������%.�%$(�&��!�(�1����A�)�1��?�(0$��$�%�!��9����$�()�
%(��� $.�A$�$�"$%('!$"� (��,$�&%$"��%���"$��%'(��)�1����,O$�(%� (0�(�A$�$� (��,$�
%(��$"�'!"���%/�

5/3/��0$�M��$?�('�!��'(%N�'!�(0$���$���1�B�&!�$��-C�
�!� (0$� �0�(� ���0� �1� ��#$?,$�� -5.� 7533.� %�?$� 46�?$($�%� '!� 1��!(� �1� (0$�
0�&%$.��!$���!�%$$���"�����$�(�! �$�?$�%&�'! ��,�&(�76�,)�;�?$($�%.�A0'�0�'%�
$#'"$!(�)� (0$� M,�%'!N� ��� M����N� <M�v��{��N=� �!� (0$�?���"��A!�,)��! '!$$��
��%����!�*���0�4.�753:/�	(���%�����$��%��!�(0$��$�'����0�(� ���0��1��$,�&��)�
75.�753:� <%$$��0�(� ���0%�77��!"�77�=/� 	(�A�%� (0$�$1��$�!�(�����$?�('�!��'(�
,&(���A�($��,�%'!.�A0'�0�A�%�%('���(0$�$�'!�75:3�<%$$��0�(� ���0�7-=/�

�����"'! �(����!&(���D$�0.� (0$����$ $"���$?�('�!��'(%�A$�$�1'��$"� '!��!"�
(0$'�� %&�1��$� ��!"%���$"� ,)� �� %�$�'1'�� &!'(� %(��('! � '!� �$�$?,$�� 7533� �!9
A��"%/:8-� �&(� (0$� M,�%'!N�?$!('�!$"�A�%� !�(� 1'��$"� '!.� �,#'�&%�)� ,$��&%$� '(�
A�%�!�(�����$?�('�!��'(/��%�A$�0�#$�%$$!��,�#$.��'�'��*Q��$��'%�(0$��!�)�A'(9
!$%%�A0�� �#$��!�$2��(�!&?,$��1�����$?�('�!��'(%����&!"�B�&!�$��-C�'!�7533+�
1�&�/� �(� (0$� ��$%$!(� ('?$.� 0�A$#$�.� (0$�$� ��$� �!�)� (A�� "$��$%%'�!%� #'%',�$�
(0$�$.�(0$�(���$%��1�O&%(�(A���'(%/�

�0$�1'�%(��!$�'%�43�?$($�%�1��?�(0$�%�&(0$�!����!$���1�(0$��&'!��1�(0$�0�&%$.�
A'(0���,$��'! ��1��,�&(�-8;h�<%$$��0�(� ���0�74=/�	(�'%���"$��$%%'�!��1��,�&(�;�
,)�>�?$($�%.�(0$�%0��(�%'"$�0�#'! ���,$��'! ��1��,�&(�36h/��0$%$�"�(������A�&%�
(��'"$!('1)�(0$�M,�%'!N�1�&!"�,)�(0$���#'$(%�'!�753:/��0$��(0$��"$��$%%'�!�'%�
%'(&�($"��(��,�&(�85�?$($�%�1��?�(0$�%�&(0$�!����!$���1�(0$��&'!%��1�(0$�0�&%$.�
A'(0���,$��'! ��1��,�&(�-;7h�<%$$��0�(� ���0�73=/��0$�"$��$%%'�!�'%��,�&(�-:�
?$($�%���! ��!"�:�?$($�%�A'"$.��!"�(0$���! �%'"$�0�%���,$��'! ��1�-;h/�

�(�(0$�����$%��!"'! �����('�!%��!�(0$��$�'����0�(� ���0��1�*�)�47.�7533.�
"'%�&%%$"� �,�#$� (0$�$� '%� !�(0'! .�A0'�0� ��!�,$� ��!!$�($"�A'(0� (A�� $2��#�9
('�!%��1� (0�%$�"'?$!%'�!%/��!� ��($���$�'����0�(� ���0%.� '!����('�&���� (0�%$��1�
�$�$?,$��-7.�7533.:84��!"��1��$,�&��)�75.�753:.:83�(0$�,�%'!�'%���$���)�#'%',�$.�
,&(�(0$�$�'%�!��(���$��1���(�$!�0�-:�,)�:�?$($�%/��0$�$1��$.�(0$�"$��$%%'�!�%('���
��$%$!(�'!�(0$� ��&!"�?&%(�,$��((�',&($"�(������%(A���$2��#�('�!/�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
:87��!!$���$)$�.�G$�!9���&"$���$%%���<$"%/=.�L’Album d’Auschwitz.��"'('�!%�"&��$&'�.����'%�75;4.�

�0�(� ���0%�7-797-:.���/�7:697::/�
:8-��/��D$�0.�Kalendarium… .�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.���/�5361��!"�5:-1/�
:84���.�*'%%'�!+�7:�
L553�7:��
/���!+���7:44/��2��%&�$+�46-7/�
:83���.�
k�7-44>L73:/�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 75: 
 

�

5/:/��0$�M��$?�('�!��'(%N��1�(0$�B�&!�$�%C+���' '!%��1�(0$�
����� �!"���(��)�

�0$��1��$?$!('�!$"�(A���$�'����0�(� ���0%�46::��!"�46:8��1�*�)�47.�7533.�
%0�A�(0$�(���$%��1�1�&����! �(�$!�0$%��&!!'! �!��(09%�&(0��(�%�?$�786�?$($�%�
!��(0��1���$?�(��'&?���<%$$��0�(� ���0�7:=/��0$)���!�,$�%$$!�?��$���$���)�
�!��0�(� ���0�73.�A0'�0�'%��!�$!��� $?$!(��1�(0$��$�'����0�(� ���0�46::/�

�(��('! �1��?�(0$�A$%(.�(0$�1'�%(�(A��(�$!�0$%�A$�$��,�&(�766�?$($�%���! .�
(0$��(0$��(A��746�?$($�%/����0�(�$!�0�A�%��,�&(�76�?$($�%�A'"$/��0$�(�$!�0�
1��(0$%(��A�)�1��?�B�&!�$��7C�A�%�--6�?$($�%�1��?�'(.��%�(0$����A�1�'$%/���$�
(0$%$�(0$���$?�('�!��'(%��D��?����� �!�%���$��1c�

�%�A$�0�#$�%$$!.�0$�%(�($"�'!�(0$���#'$(�"$��%'('�!�(0�(��(���"'%(�!�$��1�:66�
?$($�%�1��?�M
�%��0�?,$����/�7N� (0$�$�A$�$�1�&�� (�$!�0$%�46�(��4:�?$($�%�
��! .�>�(��;�?$($�%�A'"$��!"�4�?$($�%�"$$�/�	!�(0$����'%0�"$��%'('�!.� (0$�"'9
?$!%'�!%��1�(0$%$�(�$!�0$%���$�46�,)�>�,)�-�?$($�%/��0$��!�)���'!(�(0�(�'%�'!�
� �$$?$!(�A'(0�(0$�?�($�'���$#'"$!�$�'%�(0$�!&?,$���1�(�$!�0$%�K�1�&�/��0$'��
"'?$!%'�!%��%�A$��� �%� (0$'��"'%(�!�$� 1��?�M
�%��0�?,$����/�7N� ��$.��!� (0$�
�(0$�� 0�!".� �(� #��'�!�$�A'(0� %&�0� $#'"$!�$+� (0$� 46K4:�?$($�%� %(�($"� ,)� (0$�
A'(!$%%�"��!�(�� �$$�A'(0�(0$���(&���766K746�?$($�%��!"���!�,)�!��?$�!%�,$�
�((�',&($"�(���!�$������1�$%('?�('�!/��&�(0$�?��$.�(0$�?�%(�"'%(�!(�(�$!�0.�$#$!�
'1�A$� �0�%$� (0$� ��! $%(�A�)� <(0$� ���"�  �'! �A$%(.�A0'�0� ���$�")� $2'%($"� '!�
753-.� �!"� (0$!� (0$� ��(0� (0�(� ,��!�0$%� �11� (�A��"%� (0$� (�$!�0$%� �(� (0$� 1'�%(�
�&�#$=�A�%� ����($"� �(� �� "'%(�!�$� �1�?$�$�)� -;6�?$($�%� 1��?� M
�%��0�?,$��
��/�7/N�

	!�(0$���$�$"'! ��0��($�%�	�0�#$��?��)�"$?�!%(��($"�(0�(�(0$�0'%(��)��1�(0$�
�'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%C�'%�?$�$�)�������� �!"���$ $!"/��$(�&%��%%&?$�1�����?�9
?$!(.� 0�A$#$�.� (0�(� '(� A�%� (�&$/� 	!� (0�(� ��%$.� (0$� 1�&�� (�$!�0$%� ?$!('�!$"�
�,�#$� A�&�"� ,$� (0$� ,&�'��� (�$!�0$%.� ��($�� (�� ,$��?$� ��$?�('�!� (�$!�0$%� �1�
B�&!�$��7C�K�,&(�A0$�$���$�(0$�%'2�(�$!�0$%��1�B�&!�$��-Cc�

�0$��$�'����0�(� ���0%�46::��!"�46:8� <�!"� (0$� %&,%$S&$!(��0�(� ���0%=�
%0�A� !�(0'! � '!� (0$� �$!(� �!��� ��$�� "$%��',$"� �,�#$.� A0'�0� A�&�"� ����$9
%��!"� (�� (0$� 1�&�� (�$!�0$%� ���$��'! � !��(0� �1� ��$?�(��'&?� �� �&(%'"$� (0$�
��?�/���A�'%�'(���%%',�$�(0�(�(0$%$�1�&��(�$!�0$%���$���$���)�#'%',�$.�A0$�$�%�
(0$�$� '%� !�� (���$� �1� (0$� %'2� (�$!�0$%� �1� B�&!�$�� -Cc��#$!� (0$� "'?$!%'�!%� �1�
(0$%$� (�$!�0$%� ?&%(� 0�#$� ,$$!� �1� (0$� %�?$� ��"$�� �1� ?� !'(&"$� �%� (0�%$� �1�
B�&!�$��7.C�,$��&%$�B�&!�$��-C�0�"��������'()�K��!"�(0$�$1��$��!�$2($�?'!�9
('�!���($�K�-6��$��$!(�0' 0$��(0�!�B�&!�$��7/C��0$�$1��$.�'!�(0$���$���1�B�&!9
�$��-C� (0$�$� %0�&�"����$��� %'2� (�$!�0$%�?$�%&�'! ��(� �$�%(�766�,)�76�?$($�%�
$��0/��$�0�#$� %$$!� (0�(� (0$� "'%(�!�$� 1��?� (0$� !��(0$�!� (�� (0$� %�&(0A$%($�!�
�! �$��1�(0$��$!(� �!�A�%�766�?$($�%.�A0'�0�A�%�(0$�$1��$�(���%?����1���(0�%$�
%'2�(�$!�0$%/�



758� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

�0$�$1��$.� (0$� %'2� (�$!�0$%� "'"� !�(� �!"� ��&�"� !�(� 0�#$� $2'%($"/� 	(� '%� (0&%�
�� '���� (�� �%%&?$� (0�(� (0$� 1�&�� (�$!�0$%� ���$��'! � �!� (0$� �0�(� ���0� 0�#$�
!�(0'! �(��"��A'(0�B�&!�$��7/C��0$!�A0�(�'%�(0$'����' '!c�

	(� '%� �!�A!� (0�(� '!� $���)� G&�)� 753-� �� ($��',�$� ()�0&%� $�'"$?'�� $�&�($"� �(�
�&%�0A'(D/���(��$�%(�'!���!%$S&$!�$��1�(0$������%�!'(��)��!"�0) '$!'����!"'9
('�!%�'!�(0$��'��$!�&���?�.�?��(��'()� �$A�����?'! �)/�	!�(0$�?�!(0%��1�G&�).�
�& &%(.� �!"��$�($?,$�� �#$�� -6.666�"$(�'!$$%� "'$"/��0$� ��$?�(��'&?��1� (0$�
?�'!���?�.�A'(0�'(%�(0�$$�"�&,�$9?&11�$��#$!%.�A�%��,%��&($�)�'!%&11'�'$!(�(��
���$�A'(0�(0$�(�%�/����?��$�?�(($�%�A��%$.�'(�A�%��&(��1�%$�#'�$�1�����?�!(0�
"&$� (�� (0$� �$,&'�"'! � �1� (0$� �0'?!$).�A0'�0� 0�"� ,$$!� "�?� $"� ,$)�!"� �$9
��'�/:8:��0$���?���&(0��'('$%�0�"�(0$�$1��$���"$�$"�$!��?�&%�?�%%� ��#$%�"& �
�&(%'"$��1� (0$��'��$!�&���?�/��0$�$���$�!��"��&?$!(%��!�(0'%.�,&(�1��?�(0$�
�?�&!(��1����$�"$�'#$�$"�(��(0$���$?�(��'&?:88��!$���!�"$"&�$�A'(0���%&11'9
�'$!(�"$ �$$��1���$�'%'�!�(0$�!&?,$���1�����%$%�(0�(�A$�$�,&�!$"�(0$�$/:8>�

�0$� �!��)%'%� �1� (0$%$� "$�'#$�'$%� %0�A%� (0�(� '!($�?$!(%� ,$ �!� �%� $���)� �%�
*���0�753-.�"&�'! �A0'�0�-.366�"$(�'!$$%�"'$".�,&(����$�"$�'#$�'$%��?�&!($"�
(���!�)�45�(�!%�K�$!�& 0�(����$?�($�7.366�����%$%��(�,$%(/��$(A$$!�*���0��!"�
�$�($?,$��753-���(�(����1�-45/:�(�!%��1����$�A$�$�%&���'$"�(��(0$���$?�(��'9
&?.�%&11'�'$!(�1����,�&(�;.:66�����%$%/��&�'! �(0$�%�?$��$�'�".�0�A$#$�.�(0$�
!&?,$�� �1� "$�$�%$"� "$(�'!$$%� A�%� �,�&(� 4-.666.� (0$�$1��$� �(� �$�%(� -3.666�
����%$%� 0�"� (�� ,$� ,&�'$"� '!� (0$�?�%%�  ��#$%/:8;� ���?� (0$� $!"� �1� �$�($?,$��
�!A��"%.� (0$� ����%$%� A$�$� $20&?$"� �!"� ,&�!$"� �!� 1'$�"� 0$��(0%� ?�"$� �1�
,�'��/�

�!� �$�($?,$�� 78.� ���Obersturmführer� �IJ� <(0$� ��?�� ��??�!"$�=.� ���
Untersturmführer��I%%�$�� <�$%��!%',�$� 1��� (0$� "$(�'!$$� ��,��� 1���$=.� �!"� ���
Untersturmführer� �$O���� <�!� $?���)$$� �1� (0$� �$!(���� ��!%(�&�('�!� �11'�$=�
A$!(� (�� �'(D?�!!%(�"(� <!�A+� bH"�=� (�� %$$� �� M%�$�'��� ���!(N/� 	!� 0'%� �$���(.�
�$O����%(�($%�(0�(��1($��0�#'! �#'%'($"�(0$� 0$((��(0$�(0�$$��11'�$�%�A$!(�(��%$$�
(0$� M%�$�'��� ���!(.N�A0'�0� (0$)� '!%�$�($"� (� $(0$��A'(0����Standartenführer�
���,$�/��$�(0$!�%�)%�(0�(�(0$���!%(�&�('�!�?�($�'�����"$�$"�1��?�Ostdeutsche 
Baustoffwerke Posen�,)�%�$�'�����"$���1����,$��A�%�(��,$�%&���'$"�'??$"'�($9
�)�(������&%�0A'(D/��)�����! $?$!(�A'(0����Obersturmführer��$,$���1�(0$�
WVHA����L4��11'�$�(0$)�A$�$�(��,$�%0'��$"�(���&%�0A'(D/��$O������%��?$!9

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
:8:�
$���(��1����Oberscharführer���������1�G&�)�8.�753-/�

��.�:6-97947-.��/�-5��!"�47E�0�!"A�'(9

($!�!�($�M��0��!%($'!9��$?�(��'&?/����77N��1��$�$?,$��>.�753-/�

��.�:6-97947;.���/�31/�
:88�M���%�'�AV '$��"�����$?�(��'HA�A�(�!��0N�<M���$��!"������1���(0$���$?�(��'��'!���!%N=.���*�.�

�9�&	93/��/�'!#/�7-67-/�
:8>� 	!�(0$�1&�!��$%��1���$?�(��'&?�	�(0$���$?�('�!��1���?$"'&?9�$�!�����%$��$S&'�$"��,�&(�-;�� ��1�

���$�A0$!�(0$�1&�!��$�0�"��$��0$"���%($�")�%(�($E��1/��/�*�((� !�.��/��$�!�.�The Cremation Fur-
naces….�op. cit. <!�($�7>5=.�#��/�7.��/�48-/�

:8;��0$�!&?,$���1�"$�"�'%�����&��($"��!�(0$�,�%'%��1���%(�('%('����$#��&�('�!��1�(0$�Sterbebücher �1�
�&%�0A'(D/�



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 75> 
 

�

('�!%���M,����?'��� 1���?�($�'��%N����$�")��#�'��,�$� 1��?�(0$� 1'�?���0�'$#$��X�
��/��1���!�#$�.�A0'�0�A�%���%��(��,$�%$!(�(������&%�0A'(D/:85�

�0$�(��#$����"$��'%%&$"�,)�WVHA� '#$%�1&�(0$��"$(�'�%+:>6�
“Travel permission is hereby given for a passenger car from Au. to Litz-
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“in fact, none were ever found. It seems that the two cottages were trans-
formed Z'!(�� �%��0�?,$�%[ without much fuss.”:>: 
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“There are several Catholic Jews as well as friars and nuns of various or-
ders in this transport. Among them we have Dr. phil. Edith Theresia Hed-
wig Stein, called Sister Theresia Benedicta vom Kreuz, from the Carmelite 
convent at Echt, born October 21, 1891, in Breslau. Like her brothers and 
sisters, she is deported to Auschwitz wearing the robes of her order. After 
the selection, she is led with the others to the gas chambers.” 
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“Miejsce m�cze�stwa B�.Z� �%T�A'�!$O[ Edith Stein † 9.08.1942,”� '/$/.�
“Place of martyrdom of the beatified Edith Stein, deceased on Aug. 9, 
1942.” 

�)� %�� "�'! .� (0$� �&%�0A'(D� *&%$&?� ��??'(($"� �� "�&,�$� 0'%(��'���� $����+�
�'�%(� �1� ���.� ,$��&%$� (0$�$� '%� !�� ����1� (0�(��"'(0��($'!�A�%� $#$��  �%%$".� !���
%$��!".�a fortiori.� (0�(� %0$�A�%� ��(&���)� �%%$"� '!� B�&!�$��-/C��0$�*&%$&?�
A�%�1��$"�A'(0���,%�!C%��0�'�$+�%'!�$�B�&!�$��7C�0�%�!$#$��,$$!�����($".�(0$�
���S&$���&�"��!�)�,$�%$(�&��!$���(0$��&'!%��1�A0�(�'%�1��%$�)����'?$"�(��0�#$�
,$$!�B�&!�$��-.C��!"�(0$�$1��$��"'(0��($'!�0�"�(��0�#$�,$$!� �%%$"�'!�B�&!�$��
-/C�

�0&%�(0$�%(��)��1�(0$��'��$!�&�B�&!�$�%.C�A0'�0�0�"�%(��($"��&(��%�������9
� �!"��(��$.�A�%�1'!���)�(��!%1' &�$"�'!(��(0$��$ $!"��1���%�'!(/�

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
:>8��/��D$�0.�Kalendarium… .�op. cit. <!�($�7-=.��/�-85/�





������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ -64 
 

�

77/��"'(��C%���'�� &$�

�0$!�A$�A$�$���$���'! � (0$� 1'�%(�
$�?�!�$"'('�!��!"�,)�$2($!%'�!� (0$���$9
%$!(��$#'%$".�%$��!"��! �'%0�$"'('�!��1�(0'%�,���.�A$�A$�$�1��'! �S&'($���1$A�
�,%(���$%/��'�%(�A$�0�"�(��'!��&"$���1$A��$#'%'�!%�A0'�0�0�"�,$��?$�!$�$%%��)�
"&$�(����1$A�!$A�"��&?$!(%�(0�(�0�"�,$$!��&,�'%0$"�,)�(0$��&%�0A'(D�*&%$9
&?���%0��(�A0'�$�� ��<%$$��$�('�!�4/8/=/�

	!��""'('�!�'(�(&�!$"��&(�(0�(�A$��$#'%'�!'%(%���!�(�'���&�%$�#$%�&���(�('?$%/�
���$2���'!�(0'%.�	�0�#$�(�� ��%�?$A0�(��1'$�"/�	!�755;���%(�$��'����&,�'%0$�%�
�&,�'%0$"�(0$'��1'�%(�,���.�(0$�
$�?�!9��! &� $�?�!� ���0��!�(0$���!�$!(��9
('�!���?��*�O"�!$� �&(0��$"�,)�������*�((� !���!"�GQ� $!�
��1/��0$�,����
A�%�%$!(�(��������)����&%(�?$�%��1���%(�$��'����&,�'%0$�%/��0$����1'(�1��?�%��$%�
A�%���!%'"$��,�$/�	�%�#$"�'(�,����(0$!�1���?)�1�?'�)����!%/��&(�A0$!�?)�1'�%(�
A'1$��!!�&!�$"���1$A�?�!(0%���($��(0�(�%0$�A�&�"��$�#$�?$.�'(�A�%���$���(0�(�
?)�1�?'�)�"�$�?%�A$�$��#$�/����A0�(�A�%�(��0���$!�A'(0�(0�%$�%�#'! %c�


�& 0�)����&!"�(0$�%�?$�('?$�(0$�
$�?�!�$! '!$$���'��)�����A$).�A0��
A�%�A�'('! � �$#'%'�!'%(� ��('��$%�&!"$��#��'�&%��%$&"�!)?%� <*'�0�$��
^�(!$�.�
��!%�GQ� $!���A��.��$�!$��
�"$?��0$�.�*�!1�$"�
$�!$�=.�?�!� $"�(����9
O��$� 0'%� ��!(��(%� '!�*�%��A� (�� %$!"�0'?��0�(����'$%� �1� (0$� ���0'#$%� �1� (0$�
�&%�0A'(D��$!(������!%(�&�('�!��11'�$�'!�$2�0�! $�1���0��"��/�/�"�����%/��0$�
���,�$?�A�%�(0�(��'��)�"'"!C(�0�#$�(0$�!$�$%%��)�1&!"%/�

	!%($�"��1�'!#��&!(��'�)�%0��'! �?)�%�#'! %�A'(0�?)�$29A'1$.�	�"�!�($"�(0$�
$!('�$� �?�&!(� 	� 0�"� %�#$"� (���'��)�A'(0� (0$� %('�&��('�!� (0�(� 0$� �� �!'D$� �%�
?�!)�"��&?$!(� ���'$%� 1��?�*�%��A��%� ��%%',�$/��$� (0$!�A�%� %&���%$"� (��
%(&")�(0$?��!"�A�'($���('��$%�1���?)�!�A9"$1&!�(�
$�?�!��$�'�"'����Viertel-
jahreshefte für freie Geschichtsforschung/�

�$�?�!� $"�(���&��0�%$���(� $(0$��%�?$�7-.666����'$%��1�"��&?$!(��� $%�
,$1��$� (0$�*�%��A� �&(0��'('$%� �&(� �!� $!"� (�� (0�(� "$��/� �!� (0'%� ,�%'%��'��)�
���!!$"��!�A�'('! �(0$�"$1'!'('#$���!%(�&�('�!�0'%(��)��1�(0$��&%�0A'(D���?�/�

�0��(�)� (0$�$�1($�� 	� �$�$'#$"� 1��?��'��)� %$#$���� '!($�$%('! .� 0'(0$�(�� &!9
�!�A!�"��&?$!(%�1��?�(0'%�%(���.�A0'�0�	�1��A��"$"�(��(0$�1$�#$!(�)�'!($�$%(9
$"� 	(��'�!� %�0����� ������ *�((� !�� �(� 0'%� �$S&$%(/� ������ "'"� !�(� 0$%'(�($� (��
���?�(�)� S&�($� �� 1$A� �1� (0$?� '!� �!$� �1� 0'%� A���%� A'(0�&(� ���!�A�$" '! �
�'��)C%�0$��/��#$��%'!�$.��'��)�0�%��$1&%$"�(��%0��$����'$%��1�M0'%N�"��&?$!(%�
A'(0��!)�!$.�&!�$%%�0$�0�"��&,�'%0$"�(0$?�0'?%$�1����0�"��$���($"��,�&(�(0$?�
'!��!$��1�0'%��A!��&,�'��('�!%/�

���A$�0�"�(��A�'(��!"�0��$/�
�0$!� 	� ��$���$"� (0$� %$��!"� 
$�?�!� $"'('�!� �1� ?)� $2�$�(� �$���(� �!�

�&%�0A'(D� '!�-667.� 	��""$"���%%� $%��!�"$��&%'! � ($�0!��� )�A0'�0�1��� (0$�
?�%(� ���(� 0�"� ,$$!�A�'(($!� ,)��'��).� A0�� � �$$"� (��?)� &%'! � (0$?� <����9



-63� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�

 ���0%�:/-/7/��!"�:/-/4/�'!�(0$���$%$!(��! �'%0�$"'('�!:>>=/��$���%��(��"�?$�(0�(�
0$�0�"�1�&!"�"��&?$!(%�A0'�0�?�)�,$��$�$#�!(�(��(0$�'!1�?�&%�B�&!�$�%/C��$�
A��($���,�'$1�%$!($!�$��!�(0�(�A0'�0�	�&%$"���?�%(�#$�,�('?�'!�?)�$2�$�(��$9
���(�<�/�7-5��1�(0$���$%$!(��! �'%0�$"'('�!=+�

“Documents discovered by Werner Rademacher in a Moscow archive 
prove that one of these farmhouses which really did exist was used – for 
disinfestation. Z`[�Several documents are now available which refer to an 
‘existing building’ outside of construction section B III, in which a bath 
and sauna were to be installed.320” 

���(!�($�4-6��$�"%+�
“RGVA 502-1-24-77, Nov. 30, 1942; 502-1-24-33, Dec. 3, 1942; 502-1-
332-46a, Jan. 9, 1943; 502-1-26-66, April 9, 1943; 502-1-238-10, Sept. 30, 
1943.” 
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“A.) Z`������#$"[ 

1.) Adding stories to 6 old detainee accommodations 
2.) 5 new detainee accommodations 
3.) Laundry and admissions building (entrance) with delousing unit and bath for 

detainees 
4.) Kommandantur and housing for Kommandantur 
5.) Water supply (1st section) 
6.) Electrical installations, external (1st section) 
7.) Utility buildings 
8.) Sewage (Main effluent collector, rain water sewer, and sewage treatment 

plant with bio-gas recovery) 
B.) Z`[ (included in list for G.B.-Bau) 

1.) 10 detainee accommodations and 5 detainee workshops 
2.) Entrance building 
3.) Crematorium 
4.) Temporary bridge across Sola river 
5.) 12 troop barracks and 8 washing and toilet barracks for guard unit 
6.) 4 troop barracks for Kommandantur 
7.) 4 officer housing barracks 
8.) SS dormitory “Deutsches Haus” 
9.) 1 barrack for construction office, 1 housing and utility barrack with garage 

for Bauleitung 
10.) Barrack for detainee mess hall 
11.) Barrack for detainee workshop 
12.) 1 utility barrack, 1 washing barrack, 1 toilet barrack for civilian workers’ 

camp 
13.) 1 utility barrack for guard unit 
14.) Enlargement of motor pool hall and workshop 
15.) Building materials store and local workshops 
16.) Water supply and sewage 
17.) Pump house 
18.) Security installations (camp wall and 5 watchtowers) 
19.) Transformer substation 
20.) Roads 
21.) Repair of existing houses 
22.) 4 storage halls for potatoes 
23.) 4 field barns and 12 shelters for grazing animals 
24.) Duck breeding, coops 

C.) POW camp of Waffen-SS under OX and OY.Z:>5[ 
a.) Work up to 6 February 1942 (quarantine camp) 

1.) 30 prisoner housing barracks (brick) 
2.) 2 utility barracks 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
:>;�

��.�:6-979475.���/�-6-9-68/�
:>5��0$%$�%)?,��%�A$�$�(0$�"$%' !�('�!%��1�(0$���'��'()��'%(%�$%(�,�'%0$"�,)�
/�/9��&/�
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3.) 2 delousing barracks 
4.) 10 washing and toilet barracks 
5.) 1 barrack for corpses 
6.) Entrance building 
7.) Warehouse 
8.) 11 watchtowers (wood) 

b.) Work after 6 February 1942 
1.) 252 prisoner housing barracks 
2.) 18 utility barracks 
3.) 18 barracks for provisions 
4.) 36 washing and toilet barracks 
5.) 4 barracks, infirmary 
6.) 10 barracks for corpses 
7.) Kommandantur building 
8.) Guard building 
9.) Barracks for guard unit 
10.) 27 watchtowers (wood) 
11.) Crematorium 
12.) Bakery for HWLZ:;6[ 
13.) Water supply plant 
14.) Sewers and sewage treatment plant 
15.) Access road includ. parking area 
16.) Road surfacing in POW camp including roll call areas 
17.) RR siding from Auschwitz station 
18.) Fences (electr. wire) 
19.) Wire mesh fences for camp sections 
20.) Power plant 
21.) Alarm and telephone system 

D. Special permit for: 
I. Agricultural buildings 

a.) permanent 
1.) 2 cattle-sheds for a total of 400 head of cattle 
2.) Finishing of temporary stock-yard, installation of refrigeration rooms 
3.) Dairy, temp. 
4.) 2 farms 
5.) Finishing of shell at Raisko for laboratory 

b.) temporary 
1.) 1 greenhouse at Raisko 
2.) 35 horse-stable barracks 
3.) 3 field barns and 4 farm barns 
4.) SS dormitory “Praga” and temporary riding hall 
5.) Finishing of house for head of Auschwitz agricultural units 

II. Other 
1.) 4 housing barracks for civilian workers’ camp 
2.) 1 toilet and 1 washing barrack for civilian workers’ camp 
3.) 1 mess hall barrack 
4.) Installation of two saunas 

E. Special permit for Bauwerke of Waffen-SS HWL 
1.) 2 office and storage barracks 
2.) Potato bunker 

���������������������������������������� ����������������������������
:;6�M��&#��0�,$!���&�(A'�(%�0�1(%�� $��"$����11$!9��/N�
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>� ���	
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7� ��!%(�&�('�!��11'�$���%(%��
-� �&��0�%$��1���!".���$!'! �&���1���(%�
4� �/�/�A�?$!�
3� �$(�'!$$�'!1'�?��)�,&'�"'! �
:� �$(�'!$$��$���,&'�"'! �
8� *�'!� &��"�0����
>�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
>�� �������$�"$��,�������
;� ��(�0(�A$�%�
5� �$A$�%�
77� ��$?�(��'&?�
11a New chimney for crematorium KL 
7-� �&'�"'! �1���"$(�'!$$� ��"%�%(��� $�
74� ��??�!"�!(&��,&'�"'! �
73� 	!1'�?��)��!"�?$%%�0����,&'�"'! �
7>�� ������,&'�"'! �7�
7>�� ������,&'�"'! �-�
7>�� 3�(�����0�&%'! �,������%�
7>�� 74�(�����0�&%'! �,������%�
7;� �&(�?�,'�$� ��� $�
75� �$(�'!$$�A���%0��%�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �7�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �-�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �4�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �3�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �:�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �8�
-6
� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �>�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �;�
-6G� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �5�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �76�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �77�
-6*� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �7-�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �74�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �73�
-6�� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �7:�
-6\� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �78�
-6
� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �7>�
-7� 
��"%�
23A Garage for workshops 
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-3� ��??�!"�!(�0�&%'! �
-8�� �'$�"�,��!�
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27A Houses no. 27 
-;� �"?'%%'�!�,�������A'(0�"$��&%'! �
-5� ��($��%&���)�'!%(����('�!�
29A Erection of new water tower 
29B Water lines and water treatment 
46�� �&(�?�,'�$�A���%0���
46�� �'��'! �%(�('�!�
47� �('�'()�,&'�"'! �1�����??�!"�!(&��
4-�� ��&%'! �,�������1����'#'�'�!�A���$�%�
4-�� ��&%'! �,�������1����'#'�'�!�A���$�%�
4-�� 8�,������%�1����'#'�'�!�A���$�%�and 4 toilet barracks 
4-�� 7�?$%%�0����,�������1����'#'�'�!�A���$�%�
4-�� 7�&('�'()�,�������1����'#'�'�!�A���$�%�
4-�� -�A�%0'! �,������%�1����'#'�'�!�A���$�%�
4-
� -�(�'�$(�,������%�1����'#'�'�!�A���$�%��
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33Ba Horse-stable barrack for animals to be slaughtered 
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38A Central garage yard 
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40A Installation of general quarters 
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;;� New housing units (2) at Raisko 
;5� Barrack for detainees IIIa  
56� 2 barracks for agriculture (special production) 
5-� Luftwaffe barrack for Political Department near crematorium 
54� Special barrack B for K.L. 
53� 2 barracks for OKH [Oberkommando des Heeres = Supreme Command, Army] 290/6 

(schooling) 
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58� 1 cabbage silo 
766� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �7;�



-86� ������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ 

�


>� ���	
�&�	���
767� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �75�
76-� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �-6�
764� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �-7�
763� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �--�
76:� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �-4�
768� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �-3�
76>� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �-:�
76;� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
765� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
776� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
777� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
77-� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
774� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
773� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
77:� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
778� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �-8��
77>� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �->�
77;� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �-;�
775� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �-5�
7-6� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �46�
7-7� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7--� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7-4� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7-3� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7-:� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �47�
7-8� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �4-�
7->� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �44�
7-;� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �43�
7-5� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �4:�
746� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
747� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
74-� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
744� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
743� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �48�
74:� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �4>�
748� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �4;�
74>� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �45�
74;� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �36�
745� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
736� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
737� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
73-� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
734� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
733� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
73:� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
738� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
73>� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
73;� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
735� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7:6� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7:7� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �



������*�((� !�+ DEBUNKING THE BUNKERS OF AUSCHWITZ -87 
 

�


>� ���	
�&�	���
7:-� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7:4� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7:3� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7::� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7:8� �$(�'!$$�0�&%'! �,&'�"'! �
7:>�� �$(�'!$$�%$�&�'()�A���%0���,&'�"'! �7�
7:>�� �$(�'!$$�%$�&�'()�A���%0���,&'�"'! �-�
7:>�� �$(�'!$$�%$�&�'()�A���%0���,&'�"'! �4�
7:>�� �$(�'!$$�%$�&�'()�A���%0���,&'�"'! �3�
7:>�� �$(�'!$$�%$�&�'()�A���%0���,&'�"'! �:�
7:;� �!(��!�$�,&'�"'! �A'(0�(�A$��
786� ��&!"�)�and��"?'%%'�!%�,&'�"'! �A'(0�"$��&%'! �&!'(��!"�,�(0�1���"$(�'!$$%�
160a Short-wave delousing unit 
787� �$?�/��$!(����0$�('! ����!(�
78-� Utility building for detainees 
788� Completion of 60 houses for bombed-out SS members within area of interest 
7>-� �('�'()�,��������
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-63� �$�$�0�!$�%)%($?�
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“A further 4 barracks for the quarantine camp were finished, bricklaying, carpentry and 
roof work is continuing on the remaining 17 barracks. One utility barrack is ready for ser-
vice, the others are under cover, furthermore the 2 delousing barracks are ready as a shell 
or nearly so, the corpse barrack has meanwhile been erected and covered. The washing and 
entrance building with watchtower is ready as a shell, covered, and internals are proceed-
ing at present. In the quarantine camp 6 collapsible barracks (horse-stable type) for hous-
ing of POWs have moreover been erected, internals are proceeding. The fence with wire 
obstacle is nearly finished. For section II, 5 of the above barracks have been erected. Works 
on the future camp road have been taken up again. Earth works for the future sewage 
treatment plant at POW camp have been terminated and brick-works have been prepared.” 
K����$�)�1�������Z*�'!�	!"&%(�'�����?�[�
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“In the quarantine camp (1st section) 12 brick housing barracks have so far been put in 
service, in the other 18 barracks the interior work is nearly finished. Furthermore, 12 
collapsible barracks (horse-stable type) have been erected. To date 6 of these can be 
used;, one is being arranged as an infirmary. Boilers have been installed in utility bar-
rack 2, some more installation work has yet to be finished. The pump unit for the water 
supply has been installed in the first delousing barrack. The second delousing barrack 
is nearly under cover. The 10 washing and toilet barracks have been mounted and cov-
ered, installations etc. are being put in at present. Some more finishing work has to be 
done on the guard and entrance building. 
For the second section, 54 collapsible barracks (horse-stable type) have been erected 
so far, including some insulation. Works on the enclosure for this section are continu-
ing. Work continues on the water supply plant and the treatment plant, as well as the 
earth works for the main effluent ditch. Drainage work on the quarantine camp has 
started. The road from the POW camp to Birkenau has been partly taken up and re-
packed, this also goes for the road from the quarantine camp to camp 2; a number of 
roads in the quarantine camp have been packed, graveled and rolled.” 
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“In the quarantine camp (1st section) 15 out of the 30 brick housing barracks are pres-
ently occupied, the remaining 15 are ready for occupancy, and some of the erected bar-
racks (horse-stable barracks) including infirmary barrack have been put into service. 
Furthermore, 2 utility barracks, 2 delousing barracks, 1 corpse storage barrack, 10 
washing and toilet barracks and the washing and entrance building are ready or usa-
ble. For the quarantine camp the water supply and sewage system including treatment 
plant and recipient are finished. Drainage of this section is about half completed. In 
section II a total of 99 barracks (horse-stable barracks) have so far been erected. An-
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other 18 barracks of the same type, to be used as washing and toilet barracks, are now 
being put up. Work on enclosure and on roads is continuing. Foundation work for the 
guard troop barracks has started. Excavation for the crematorium has been started as 
well.” 
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HOLOCAUST HANDBOOKS HOLOCAUST HANDBOOKS 
TThis ambitious, growing series addresses various angles of the “Holocaust” of the WWII era. 

Most of them are based on decades of research from archives all over the world. They are heav-
ily footnoted and referenced. In contrast to most other works on this issue, the tomes of this 

series approach its topic with profound academic scrutiny and a critical attitude. Any Holocaust 
researcher ignoring this series will remain oblivious to some of the most important research in the 
� eld. These books are designed to both convince the common reader as well as academics. The fol-
lowing books have appeared so far and are available from THE BARNES REVIEW and CODOH/CASTLE 
HILL PUBLISHERS:

SECTION ONE:SECTION ONE:
General Overviews of the Holocaust General Overviews of the Holocaust 
The First Holocaust. The Surprising Origin of The First Holocaust. The Surprising Origin of 
the Six-Million Figurethe Six-Million Figure. By Don Heddesheimer. 
This compact but substantive study documents 

propaganda spread prior to, 
during and after the FIRST 
World War that claimed 
East European Jewry was 
on the brink of annihilation. 
The magic number of suf-
fering and dying Jews was 
6 million back then as well. 
The book details how these 
Jewish fundraising opera-
tions in America raised vast 
sums in the name of feeding 

suffering Polish and Russian Jews but actu-
ally funneled much of the money to Zionist and 
Communist groups. 3rd edition, 188 pages, b&w 
illustrations, bibliography, index. (#6) 
Lectures on the Holocaust. Controversial Is-Lectures on the Holocaust. Controversial Is-
sues Cross Examinedsues Cross Examined. By Germar Rudolf. Be-
tween 1992 and 2005 German scholar Germar 

Rudolf lectured to various 
audiences about the Ho-
locaust in the light of new 
� ndings. Rudolf ’s some-
times astounding facts and 
arguments fell on fertile soil 
among his listeners, as they 
were presented in a very 
sensitive and scholarly way. 
This book is the literary ver-
sion of Rudolf ’s lectures, en-
riched with the most recent 

� ndings of historiography. Rudolf introduces 
the most important arguments for his � ndings, 
and his audience reacts with supportive, skepti-
cal and also hostile questions. We believe this 
book is the best introduction into this taboo top-
ic. Second edition, 500 pages, b&w illustrations, 
bibliography, index.(#15)
Breaking the Spell. The Holocaust, Myth & Breaking the Spell. The Holocaust, Myth & 
Reality.Reality. By Nicholas Kollerstrom. In 1941, 
British Intelligence analysts cracked the Ger-
man “Enigma” code. Hence, in 1942 and 1943, 
encrypted radio communications between Ger-
man concentration camps and the Berlin head-
quarters were decrypted. The intercepted data  
refutes, the orthodox “Holocaust” narrative. It 

reveals that the Germans 
were desperate to reduce 
the death rate in their labor 
camps, which was caused 
by catastrophic typhus epi-
demics. Dr. Kollerstrom, a 
science historian, has taken 
these intercepts and a wide 
array of mostly unchal-
lenged corroborating evi-
dence to show that “witness 
statements” supporting the human gas cham-
ber narrative clearly clash with the available 
scienti� c data. Kollerstrom concludes that the 
history of the Nazi “Holocaust” has been writ-
ten by the victors with ulterior motives. It is 
distorted, exaggerated and largely wrong. With 
a foreword by Prof. Dr. James Fetzer. 2nd edi-
tion, 257 pages, b&w illustrations, biblio graphy, 
index. (#31)
Debating the Holocaust. A New Look at Both Debating the Holocaust. A New Look at Both 
Sides.Sides. By Thomas Dalton. Mainstream histori-
ans insist that there cannot be, may not be a 
debate about the Holocaust. But ignoring it does 
not make this controversy go away. Traditional 
scholars admit that there 
was neither a budget, a plan, 
nor an order for the Holo-
caust; that the key camps 
have all but vanished, and 
so have any human remains; 
that material and unequivo-
cal documentary evidence is 
absent;  and that there are 
serious problems with sur-
vivor testimonies. Dalton 
juxtaposes the traditional 

 ����
���	�����	
��	�����������������!�������������	������
����������"

����Holocaust Handbooks�����������������	
��#�
����������	���
�������������	
�������	��������������
���



HOLOCAUST HANDBOOKS  www.HolocaustHandbooks.com

Holocaust narrative with revision-
ist challenges and then analyzes the 
mainstream’s responses to them. He 
reveals the weaknesses of both sides, 
while declaring revisionism the win-
ner of the current state of the debate. 
2nd, revised and expanded edition,  
332 pages, b&w illustrations, biblio-
graphy, index. (#32)
The Hoax of the Twentieth Century. The Hoax of the Twentieth Century. 
The Case against the Presumed Ex-The Case against the Presumed Ex-
termination of European Jewry.termination of European Jewry. By 
Arthur R. Butz. The � rst writer to 
analyze the entire Holocaust complex 
in a precise scienti� c manner. This 
book exhibits the overwhelming force 
of arguments accumulated by the 
mid-1970s. It continues to be a major 
historical reference work, frequently 
cited by prominent personalities. This 
edition has numerous supplements 
with new information gathered over 
the last 35 years. Fourth edition, 524 
pages, b&w illustrations, biblio graphy, 
index. (#7)
Dissecting the Holocaust. The Grow-Dissecting the Holocaust. The Grow-
ing Critique of ‘Truth’ and ‘Memory.’ing Critique of ‘Truth’ and ‘Memory.’ 
Edited by Germar Rudolf. Dissecting 
the Holocaust applies state-of-the-art 
scienti� c technique and classic meth-
ods of detection to investigate the al-
leged murder of millions of Jews by 
Germans during World War II. In 
22 contributions—each of some 30 
pages—the 17 authors dissect gener-
ally accepted paradigms of the “Holo-
caust.” It reads as exciting as a crime 
novel: so many lies, forgeries and de-
ceptions by politicians, historians and 
scientists are proven. This is the intel-
lectual adventure of the 21st century. 
Be part of it! Second revised edition. 
620 pages, b&w illustrations, biblio-
graphy, index. (#1)
The Dissolution of Eastern European The Dissolution of Eastern European 
Jewry. Jewry. By Walter N. Sanning. Six Mil-
lion Jews died in the Holocaust. San-
ning did not take that number at face 
value, but thoroughly explored Euro-
pean population developments and 
shifts mainly caused by emigration as 
well as deportations and evacuations 
conducted by both Nazis and the So-
viets, among other things. The book 
is based mainly on Jewish, Zionist 
and mainstream sources. It concludes 
that a sizeable share of the Jews found 
missing during local censuses after the 
Second World War, which were so far 
counted as “Holocaust victims,” had 
either emigrated (mainly to Israel or 
the U.S.) or had been deported by Sta-
lin to Siberian labor camps. 2nd, cor-
rected edition, foreword by A.R. Butz, 
epilogue by Germar Rudolf containing 
important updates; 224 pages, b&w il-
lustrations, biblio graphy (#29).

Air Photo Evidence: World War Two Air Photo Evidence: World War Two 
Photos of Alleged Mass Murder Sites Photos of Alleged Mass Murder Sites 
Analyzed. Analyzed. By John C. Ball. During 
World War Two both German and 
Allied reconnaissance aircraft took 
countless air photos of places of tacti-
cal and strategic interest in Europe. 
These photos are prime evidence for 
the investigation of the Holocaust. 
Air photos of locations like Auschwitz, 
Maj danek, Treblinka, Babi Yar etc. 
permit an insight into what did or did 
not happen there. John Ball has un-
earthed many pertinent photos and 
has thoroughly analyzed them. This 
book is full of air photo reproductions 
and schematic drawings explaining 
them. According to the author, these 
images refute many of the atrocity 
claims made by witnesses in connec-
tion with events in the German sphere 
of in� uence. 3rd revised and expanded 
edition. Edited by Germar Rudolf; 
with a contribution by Carlo Mattog-
no. 168 pages, 8.5”×11”, b&w illustra-
tions, biblio graphy, index (#27).
The Leuchter Reports: Critical Edi-The Leuchter Reports: Critical Edi-
tiontion. By Fred Leuchter, Robert Fauris-
son and Germar Rudolf. Between 1988 
and 1991, U.S. expert on execution 
technologies Fred Leuchter wrote four 
detailed reports addressing whether 
the Third Reich operated homicidal 
gas chambers. The � rst report on 
Ausch witz and Majdanek became 
world famous. Based on chemical 
analyses and various technical argu-
ments, Leuchter concluded that the 
locations investigated “could not have 
then been, or now be, utilized or seri-
ously considered to function as execu-
tion gas chambers.” 4th edition, 252 
pages, b&w illustrations. (#16)
The Giant with Feet of Clay: Raul Hil-The Giant with Feet of Clay: Raul Hil-
berg and His Standard Work on the berg and His Standard Work on the 
“Holocaust.” “Holocaust.” By Jürgen Graf. Raul Hil-
berg’s major work The Destruction of 
European Jewry is an orthodox stan-
dard work on the Holocaust. But what 
evidence does Hilberg provide to back 
his thesis that there was a German 
plan to exterminate Jews, carried out 
mainly in gas chambers? Jürgen Graf 
applies the methods of critical analy-
sis to Hilberg’s evidence and examines 
the results in light of modern histori-
ography. The results of Graf ’s critical 
analysis are devastating for Hilberg. 
2nd, corrected edition, 139 pages, b&w 
illustrations, biblio graphy, index. (#3)
Jewish Emigration from the Third Jewish Emigration from the Third 
Reich.Reich. By Ingrid Weckert. Current 
historical writings about the Third 
Reich claim state it was dif� cult for 
Jews to � ee from Nazi persecution. 
The truth is that Jewish emigration 
was welcomed by the German authori-
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ties. Emigration was not some kind of 
wild � ight, but rather a lawfully de-
termined and regulated matter. Weck-
ert’s booklet elucidates the emigration 
process in law and policy. She shows 
that German and Jewish authorities 
worked closely together. Jews inter-
ested in emigrating received detailed 
advice and offers of help from both 
sides. 2nd ed., 130 pages, index. (#12) 
Inside the Gas Chambers: The Exter-Inside the Gas Chambers: The Exter-
mination of Mainstream Holocaust mination of Mainstream Holocaust 
Historiography.Historiography. By Carlo Mattogno. 
Neither increased media propaganda 
or political pressure nor judicial perse-
cution can sti� e revisionism. Hence, in 
early 2011, the Holocaust Orthodoxy 
published a 400 pp. book (in German) 
claiming to refute “revisionist propa-
ganda,” trying again to prove “once 
and for all” that there were homicidal 
gas chambers at the camps of Dachau, 
Natzweiler, Sachsenhausen, Mau-
thausen, Ravensbrück, Neuengamme, 
Stutthof… you name them. Mattogno 
shows with his detailed analysis of 
this work of propaganda that main-
stream Holocaust hagiography is beat-
ing around the bush rather than ad-
dressing revisionist research results. 
He exposes their myths, distortions 
and lies. 268 pages, b&w illustrations, 
bibliography. (#25)

SECTION TWO:SECTION TWO:
Books on Speci� c Camps Books on Speci� c Camps 
Treblinka: Extermination Camp or Treblinka: Extermination Camp or 
Transit Camp?Transit Camp? By Carlo Mattogno and 
Jürgen Graf. It is alleged that at Treb-
linka in East Poland between 700,000 
and 3,000,000 persons were murdered 
in 1942 and 1943. The weapons used 
were said to have been stationary and/
or mobile gas chambers, fast-acting or 
slow-acting poison gas, unslaked lime, 
superheated steam, electricity, diesel 
exhaust fumes etc. Holocaust histori-
ans alleged that bodies were piled as 
high as multi-storied buildings and 
burned without a trace, using little 
or no fuel at all. Graf and Mattogno 
have now analyzed the origins, logic 
and technical feasibility of the of� cial 
version of Treblinka. On the basis of 
numerous documents they reveal Tre-
blinka’s true identity as a mere transit 
camp. 365 pages, b&w illustrations, 
bibliography, index. (#8)
Belzec in Propaganda, Testimonies, Belzec in Propaganda, Testimonies, 
Archeological Research and History. Archeological Research and History. 
By Carlo Mattogno. Witnesses report 
that between 600,000 and 3 million 
Jews were murdered in the Belzec 
camp, located in Poland. Various mur-
der weapons are claimed to have been 
used: diesel gas; unslaked lime in 

trains; high voltage; vacuum chambers; 
etc. The corpses were incinerated on 
huge pyres without leaving a trace. For 
those who know the stories about Tre-
blinka this sounds familiar. Thus the 
author has restricted this study to the 
aspects which are new compared to Tre-
blinka. In contrast to Treblinka, foren-
sic drillings and excavations were per-
formed at Belzec, the results of which 
are critically reviewed. 138 pages, b&w 
illustrations, bibliography, index. (#9)
Sobibor: Holocaust Propaganda and Sobibor: Holocaust Propaganda and 
Reality.Reality. By Jürgen Graf, Thomas Kues 
and Carlo Mattogno. Between 25,000 
and 2 million Jews are said to have 
been killed in gas chambers in the 
Sobibór camp in Poland. The corpses 
were allegedly buried in mass graves 
and later incinerated on pyres. This 
book investigates these claims and 
shows that they are based on the se-
lective use of contradictory eyewitness 
testimony. Archeological surveys of the 
camp in 2000-2001 are analyzed, with 
fatal results for the extermination 
camp hypothesis. The book also docu-
ments the general National Socialist 
policy toward Jews, which never in-
cluded a genocidal “� nal solution.” 434 
pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, 
index. (#19)
The “Extermination Camps” of “Aktion The “Extermination Camps” of “Aktion 
Reinhardt”.Reinhardt”. By Jürgen Graf, Thomas 
Kues and Carlo Mattogno. In late 
2011, several members of the exter-
minationist Holocaust Controversies 
blog published a study which claims 
to refute three of our authors’ mono-
graphs on the camps Belzec, Sobibor 
and Treblinka (see previous three 
entries). This tome is their point-by-
point response, which makes “mince-
meat” out of the bloggers’ attempt at 
refutation. It requires familiarity with 
the above-mentioned books and consti-
tutes a comprehensive update and ex-
pansion of their themes. 2nd edition, 
two volumes, total of 1396 pages, illus-
trations, bibliography. (#28)
Chelmno: A Camp in History & Propa-Chelmno: A Camp in History & Propa-
ganda. ganda. By Carlo Mattogno. The world’s 
premier holocaust scholar fo cuses his 
microscope on the death camp located 
in Poland. It was at Chelmno that 
huge masses of prisoners—as many as 
1.3 million—were allegedly rounded 
up and killed. His book challenges 
the conventional wisdom of what 
went on inside Chelmno. Eyewitness 
statements, forensics reports, coro-
ners’ reports, excavations, crematoria, 
building plans, U.S. reports, German 
documents, evacuation efforts, mobile 
gas vans for homicidal purposes—all 
are discussed. 191 pages, indexed, il-
lustrated, bibliography. (#23)
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The Gas Vans: A Critical Investiga-The Gas Vans: A Critical Investiga-
tion.tion. (A perfect companion to the 
Chelmno book.) By Santiago Alvarez 
and Pierre Marais. It is alleged that 
the Nazis used mobile gas chambers 
to exterminate 700,000 people. Up 
until 2011, no thorough monograph 
had appeared on the topic. Santiago 
Alvarez has rem-
edied the situation. 
Are witness state-
ments reliable? Are 
documents genu-
ine? Where are 
the murder weap-
ons? Could they 
have operated as 
claimed? Where are 
the corpses? Alva-
rez has scrutinized 
all known wartime documents, photos 
and witness statements on this topic, 
and has examined the claims made by 
the mainstream. 390 pages, b&w il-
lustrations, bibliography, index. (#26)
Concentration Camp Majdanek. A Concentration Camp Majdanek. A 
Historical and Technical Study.Historical and Technical Study. By 
Carlo Mattogno and Jürgen Graf. 
Little research had been directed to-
ward Concentration Camp Majdanek 
in central Poland, even though it 
is claimed that up to a million Jews 
were murdered there. The only infor-
mation available is discredited Polish 
Communist propaganda. This glaring 
research gap has � nally been � lled. 
After exhaustive research of primary 
sources, Mattogno and Graf created 
a monumental study which expertly 
dissects and repudiates the myth of 
homicidal gas chambers at Majdanek. 
They also critically investigated the 
legend of mass executions of Jews in 
tank trenches (“Operation Harvest 
Festival”) and prove them ground-
less. The authors’ investigations lead 
to unambiguous conclusions about 
the camp which are radically differ-
ent from the of� cial theses. Again 
they have produced a standard and 
methodical investigative work, which 
authentic historiography cannot ig-
nore. Third edition, 350 pages, b&w 
illustrations, bibliography, index. (#5)
Concentration Camp Stutthof and Its Concentration Camp Stutthof and Its 
Function in National Socialist Jewish Function in National Socialist Jewish 
Policy.Policy. By Carlo Mattogno and Jürgen 
Graf. The Stutt hof camp in Prussia 
has never before been scienti� cally 
investigated by traditional historians, 
who claim nonetheless that Stutthof 
served as a ‘makeshift’ extermination 
camp in 1944. Based mainly on archi-
val resources, this study thoroughly 
debunks this view and shows that 
Stutthof was in fact a center for the 
organization of German forced labor 

toward the end of World War II. Third 
edition, 171 pages, b&w illustrations, 
bibliography, index. (#4)

SECTION THREE:SECTION THREE:
Auschwitz StudiesAuschwitz Studies
The Real Case of Auschwitz: Robert The Real Case of Auschwitz: Robert 
van Pelt’s Evidence from the Irving van Pelt’s Evidence from the Irving 
Trial Critically Reviewed. Trial Critically Reviewed. By Carlo 
Mattogno. Prof. Robert van Pelt is 
considered one of the best mainstream 
experts on Auschwitz and has been 
called upon several times in holocaust 
court cases. His work is cited by many 
to prove the holocaust happened as 
mainstream scholars insist. This book 
is a scholarly response to Prof. van 
Pelt—and Jean-Claude Pressac. It 
shows that their studies are heavily 
� awed. This is a book of prime politi-
cal and scholarly importance to those 
looking for the truth about Auschwitz. 
2nd edition, 758 pages, b&w illustra-
tions, glossary, bibliography, index. 
(#22)
Auschwitz: Plain Facts—A Response Auschwitz: Plain Facts—A Response 
to Jean-Claude Pressac.to Jean-Claude Pressac. Edited by 
Germar Rudolf. French pharmacist 
Jean-Claude Pressac tried to refute 
recent � ndings with their own techni-
cal methods. For this he was praised 
by the mainstream, and they pro-
claimed victory over the “revisionists.” 
In Auschwitz: Plain Facts, Pressac’s 
works and claims are debunked. 197 
pages, b&w illustrations, bibliogra-
phy, index. (#14)
The Rudolf Report. Expert Report The Rudolf Report. Expert Report 
on Chemical and Technical Aspects on Chemical and Technical Aspects 
of the ‘Gas Chambers’ of Auschwitz.of the ‘Gas Chambers’ of Auschwitz. 
By Germar Rudolf and Dr. Wolfgang 
Lambrecht. In 1988, execution expert 
Fred Leuchter investigated the gas 
chambers of Auschwitz and Majdanek 
and concluded that they could not 
have worked as claimed. Ever since, 
Leuchter’s work has been attacked. 
In 1993, Germar Rudolf published 
a thorough forensic study about the 
“gas chambers” of Auschwitz. His re-
port irons out the de� ciencies of “The 
Leuchter Report.” Second edition, 457 
pages, b&w illustrations, bibliogra-
phy, index. (#2)
Auschwitz Lies: Legends, Lies and Auschwitz Lies: Legends, Lies and 
Prejudices on the Holocaust.Prejudices on the Holocaust. By 
Carlo Mattogno and Germar Rudolf. 
The fallacious research and alleged 
“refutation”of Revisionist scholars by 
French biochemist G. Wellers, Pol-
ish Prof. J. Markiewicz, chemist Dr. 
Richard Green, Profs. Zimmerman, 
M. Shermer and A. Grobman, as well 
as researchers Keren, McCarthy and 
Mazal, are exposed for what they are: 
blatant and easily exposed political 
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lies created to ostracize dissident his-
torians. In this book, facts beat propa-
ganda once again. Second edition, 398 
pages, b&w illustrations, index. (#18)
Auschwitz: The Central Construction Auschwitz: The Central Construction 
Of� ce.Of� ce. By Carlo Mattogno. Based upon 
mostly unpublished German wartime 
documents, this study describes the 
history, organization, tasks and pro-
cedures of the Central Construction 
Of� ce of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz 
Police. Despite a huge public interest 
in the camp, next to nothing was real-
ly known about this of� ce, which was 
responsible for the planning and con-
struction of the Auschwitz camp com-
plex, including the crematories which 
are said to have contained the “gas 
chambers.” 2nd ed., 188 pages, b&w 
illustrations, glossary, index. (#13)
Garrison and Headquarters Orders Garrison and Headquarters Orders 
of the Auschwitz Camp.of the Auschwitz Camp. By C. Mat-
togno. A large number of all the orders 
ever issued by the various command-
ers of the infamous Auschwitz camp 
have been preserved. They reveal 
the true nature of the camp with all 
its daily events. There is not a trace 
in these orders pointing at anything 
sinister going on in this camp. Quite 
to the contrary, many orders are in 
clear and insurmountable contradic-
tion to claims that prisoners were 
mass murdered. This is a selection 
of the most pertinent of these orders 
together with comments putting them 
into their proper historical context. 
(Scheduled for early 2016; #34)
Special Treatment in Auschwitz: Ori-Special Treatment in Auschwitz: Ori-
gin and Meaning of a Term.gin and Meaning of a Term. By Carlo 
Mattogno. When appearing in Ger-
man wartime documents, terms like 
“special treatment,” “special action,” 
and others have been interpreted as 
code words for mass murder. But that 
is not always true. This study focuses 
on documents about Auschwitz, show-
ing that, while “special” had many 
different meanings, not a single one 
meant “execution.” Hence the practice 
of deciphering an alleged “code lan-
guage” by assigning homicidal mean-
ing to harmless documents – a key 
component of mainstream historiogra-
phy – is untenable. 151 pages, b&w il-
lustrations, bibliography, index. (#10)
Health Care at Health Care at Auschwitz.Auschwitz. By Carlo 
Mattogno. In extension of the above 
study on Special Treatment in Ausch-
witz, this study proves the extent to 
which the German authorities at 
Ausch witz tried to provide appropri-
ate health care for the inmates. This 
is frequently described as special mea-
sures to improve the inmates’ health 
and thus ability to work in Germany’s 

armaments industry. This, after all, 
was the only thing the Auschwitz au-
thorities were really interested in due 
to orders from the highest levels of the 
German government. (Scheduled  for 
early 2016; #33)
Debunking tDebunking the Bunkers of Auschwitz: he Bunkers of Auschwitz: 
Black Propaganda vs. History.Black Propaganda vs. History. By 
Carlo Mattogno. The bunkers at Aus-
chwitz are claimed to have been the 
� rst homicidal gas chambers at Aus-
chwitz speci� cally equipped for this 
purpose. With the help of original Ger-
man wartime � les as well as reveal-
ing air photos taken by Allied recon-
naissance aircraft in 1944, this study 
shows that these homicidal “bunkers” 
never existed, how the rumors about 
them evolved as black propaganda 
created by resistance groups in the 
camp, and how this propaganda was 
transformed into a false reality. 2nd 
ed., 292 pages, b&w illustrations, bib-
liography, index. (#11)
Auschwitz: The First Gassing—Ru-Auschwitz: The First Gassing—Ru-
mor and Reality.mor and Reality. By Carlo Mattogno. 
The � rst gassing in Auschwitz is 
claimed to have occurred on Sept. 3, 
1941, in a basement room. The ac-
counts reporting it are the archetypes 
for all later gassing accounts. This 
study analyzes all available sources 
about this alleged event. It shows that 
these sources contradict each other in 
location, date, preparations, victims 
etc, rendering it impossible to extract 
a consistent story. Original wartime 
documents in� ict a � nal blow to this 
legend and prove without a shadow 
of a doubt that this legendary event 
never happened. Second edition, 168 
pages, b&w illustrations, bibliogra-
phy, index. (#20)
Auschwitz: Crematorium I and the Al-Auschwitz: Crematorium I and the Al-
leged Homicidal Gassings.leged Homicidal Gassings. By Carlo 
Mattogno. The morgue of Cremato-
rium I in Auschwitz is said to be the 
� rst homicidal gas chamber there. 
This study investigates all statements 
by witnesses and analyzes hundreds 
of wartime documents to accurately 
write a history of that building. Mat-
togno proves that its morgue was nev-
er a homicidal gas chamber, nor could 
it have worked as such. 138 pages, 
b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. 
(#21)
Auschwitz: Open Air Incinerations. Auschwitz: Open Air Incinerations. 
By Carlo Mattogno. Hundreds of thou-
sands of corpses of murder victims 
are claimed to have been incinerated 
in deep ditches in the Auschwitz con-
centration camp. This book examines 
the many testimonies regarding these 
incinerations and establishes whether 
these claims were even possible. Us-
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ing aerial photographs, physical evidence and 
wartime documents, the author shows that 
these claims are � ction. A must read. 132 pages, 
b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#17)
The Cremation Furnaces of Ausch witz.The Cremation Furnaces of Ausch witz.  By Car-
lo Mattogno & Franco Deana. An exhaustive 
technical study of the history and technology 
of cremation in general and of the cremation 
furnaces of Ausch witz in particular. On a sound 
and thoroughly documented base of technical 
literature, extant wartime documents and ma-
terial traces, Mattogno and Deana can establish 
the true nature and capacity of the Ausch witz 
cremation furnaces. They show that these de-
vices were cheaper versions than what was 
usually produced, and that their capacity to cre-
mate corpses was lower than normal, too. Hence 
this study reveals that the Auschwitz cremation 
furnaces were not monstrous super ovens but 
rather inferior make-shift devices. 3 vols., 1198 
pages, b&w and color illustrations (vols 2 & 3), 
bibliography, index, glossary. (#24)

SECTION FOURSECTION FOUR
Witness CritiqueWitness Critique
Holocaust High Priest: Elie Holocaust High Priest: Elie 
Wiesel, Wiesel, NightNight, the Memory , the Memory 
Cult, and the Rise of Revi-Cult, and the Rise of Revi-
sionism.sionism. By Warren B. Rout-
ledge. The � rst unauthorized 
bio gra phy of Wie sel exposes 
both his personal de ceits and 
the whole myth of “the six 
million.” It shows how Zion-
ist control has allowed Wi-

esel and his fellow extremists to force leaders of 
many nations, the U.N. and even popes to genu-
� ect before Wiesel as symbolic acts of subordi-
nation to World Jewry, while at the same time 
forcing school children to submit to Holocaust 
brainwashing. 468 pages, b&w illust., bibliogra-
phy, index. (#30)
Auschwitz: Confessions and Testimonies.Auschwitz: Confessions and Testimonies. By 
Jürgen Graf. The traditional narrative of what 
transpired at the infamous Auschwitz camp 
during WWII rests almost exclusively on wit-
ness testimony from former inmates as well as 
erstwhile camp of� cials. This study critically 
scrutinizes the 40 most important of these wit-
ness statements by checking them for internal 
coherence, and by comparing them with one 
another as well as with other evidence such 
as wartime documents, air photos, forensic re-
search results, and material traces. The result 
is devastating for the traditional narrative. 
(Scheduled for summer 2016; #36)
Commandant of Auschwitz: Rudolf Höss, His Commandant of Auschwitz: Rudolf Höss, His 
Torture and His Forced Confessions.Torture and His Forced Confessions. By Rudolf 
Höss & Carlo Mattogno. When Rudolf Höss was 
in charge at Ausch witz, the mass extermination 
of Jews in gas chambers is said to have been 
launched and carried out. He confessed this in 
numerous postwar depositions. Hence Höss’s 
testimony is the most convincing of all. But 
what traditional sources usually do not reveal 
is that Höss was severely tortured to coerce him 
to “confess,” and that his various statements 
are not only contradictory but also full of his-
torically and physically impossible, even absurd 
claims. This study expertly analyzes Höss’s 
various confessions and lays them all open for 
everyone to see the ugly truth. (Scheduled for 
summer 2016: #35)
An Auschwitz Doctor’s Eyewitness Account: The An Auschwitz Doctor’s Eyewitness Account: The 
Tall Tales of Dr. Mengele’s Assistant AnalyzedTall Tales of Dr. Mengele’s Assistant Analyzed.. 
By Miklos Nyiszli & Carlo Mattogno. Nyiszli, a 
Hungarian Jew who studied medicine in Ger-
many before the war, ended up at Auschwitz 
in 1944 as Dr. Mengele’s assistant. After the 
war he wrote an account of what he claimed to 
have experienced. To this day some traditional 
historians take his accounts seriously, while 
others accept that it is a grotesque collection 
of lies and exaggerations. This study analyzes 
Nyiszli’s novel and skillfully separates truth 
from fabulous fabrication. (Scheduled for spring 
2016; #37)
Further ProjectsFurther Projects
Further studies we propose to publish would 
scrutinize eyewitness accounts from, e.g., Fil-
lip Müller, Rudolf Vrba, Henryk Tauber, Yankiel 
Wiernik, Richard Glazar. Scholars interested in 
taking on any of these or other witnesses, please 
get in touch using the contact form at www.
codoh.com/contact-us
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