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PREFACE.

My purpose in this work, undertaken at the request of
my esteemed friend Dr. J. H. Vincent, has been to write a
history of Greece based as far as possible on the testimony of
authorities contemporary with the events narrated. While
I cheerfully acknowledge my obligations to Gibbon and
Grote—the most eminent of modern historians—a careful
study of the Greek writers has led me to differ from them
on many important matters.

The peculiar feature of the present work, therefore, is
that it is founded on Hellenic sources. I have not hesitated
to follow the Father of History in portraying the heroism
and the sacrifices of the Hellenes in their first war for inde-
pendencee, nor, in delineating the character of that epoch, to
form my judgment largely from the records he has left us.
Nor have I scrupled, in narrating the great civil strife of the
nation, to base my assumptions and conclusions on the testi-
mony of the inimitable historian of the Peloponnesian war.
If I have misinterpreted the facts or failed to draw legiti-
mate conclusions, it is because I must have misconstrued the
meaning sought to be conveyed by my illustrious ancestors.
Indeed, I am but too painfully conscious of the brevity and
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obscurity of certain passages, not only in Thucydides, but
also in the most trustworthy of the other writers of an-
tiquity.

Among the modern authors who have aided and guided
me amid the obscurity pervading many epochs of Hellenic
history, I desire to make special mention of the important
history of Professor Paparegopoulos, whose work has been
constantly by my side.

There remains for me the pleasant duty of tendering my
warmest thanks to my friend and associate in the New York
School of Languages, Professor Henry C. Miller, to whom I
am indebted for many valuable suggestions and criticisms.

The difficulties which beset the historian in treating a
subject so vast as the fortunes of the Hellenic nation,
coupled with the obstacles which a foreigner, however much
he may admire the beauty and manliness of English expres-
sion, must unavoidably meet in conveying his thoughts in a
language not his own, may to a certain extent explain the
reasons on account of which the author, after years of earnest
labor, has fallen short of the lofty ideal he has aimed at—
the graphic representation of Hellenism from its earliest
stage to the present.

Such as the work is, he commits it to the judgment of
the public, with a reasonable degree of confidence that its
deficiencies will be charitably regarded by those who are

best qualified to judge.
T. T. TIMAYENIS.

Nzw York, 1881.
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A HISTORY OF GREECE.

PART FIRST.
THE MYTHOLOGICAL AGE.

CHAPTER L
LEGENDS OF GODS AND MEN.

TaE mythical traditions of the Hellenic nation are invest-
ed with a charm and an interest that have never ceased to
delight and instruct the student of history. From the earliest
times they have been the theme of praise and the subject of
investigation.

According to the Hellenic cosmogony, the primeval exist-
ing principle of the universe was Chaos, from which arose
the broad-chested Earth and that dark, indefinite realm called
Tartaros, over which the earth was supposed to be suspended.
Erebos (gloom) and Night were the somber children of
Chaos ; these in turn gave birth to the cheerful elements,
Zther and Day. In these simple traditions we recognize
the gradual evolution of light and harmony from the pre-
vious all-pervading darkness. Among the offspring of Earth
were not only the mountains and the sea, but also the starry
heavens.

In this way did the Greeks account for the various ele-
ments of the physical world. But the most important part
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of the Hellenic religion related to the gods properly so
called, all of whom were descendants of Uranos and G4
(Heaven and Earth). The first generation of gods, the im-
mediate offspring of Uranos and G&, were eighteen in num-
ber—three Hekatoncheires, three Cyclops, and twelve Titans,
six of each sex. The Hekatoncheires were powerful mon-
sters, having each, as their name signifies, a hundred hands.
The Cyclops were remarkable for physical strength and man-
ual dexterity ; they were beings of fearful aspect, having in
the middle of the forehead a single round and glaring eye.
At a later period they became the forgers of the thunder-
bolts wielded by Zcus, the king of the gods.

The names of the six male Titans were Oceanus, Kaos,
Hyperion, Krios, Iapetos, and Kronos; and they, together
with their sisters and associates the Titanides, were the pro-
genitors of the dynasty of gods who were supposed to gov-
ern the world.

Uranos, alarmed at the great strength and increasing
power of his children, hurled the Hekatoncheires and the
Cyclops into the gloomy depths of Tartaros, and confined
the Titans and the Titanides in the caverns of the earth;
whereat their mother G& became enraged, and found means
of furnishing Kronos, the youngest and boldest of the Titans,
with an iron scythe, with which he inflicted a severe wound
on his father Uranos, and made himself and his brother
Titans rulers of the universe. But the Cyclops and the
Hekatoncheires still remained in Tartaros. Each one of
the Titans begat many children, but those of Kronos, by
his wife the Titaness Rhea, were the most powerful, espe-
cially Pluto, Poseidon, Zeus, Hestia, Demeter, and Hera.

Kronos, fearing lest he should suffer from his children
the same wrong which he had inflicted upon his own father,
swallowed them as soon as they were born. But on the
birth of Zeus, the youngest, Rhea, desirous of saving the
child, deceived Kronos by causing him to swallow a stone
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wrapped in swaddling-clothes. Zeus, having grown up,
craftily induced Kronos to disgorge the other children. Af-
terward he made an attempt, with the assistance of his broth-
ers, to snatch the kingdom of the world from Kronos and
the Titans. A long and frightful combat ensued, in which
all the gods and goddesses took part. Zeus released the
Hekatoncheires and the Cyclops from Tartaros, and sum-
moned them to his assistance. The former aided him by
their surpassing strength and the latter by their invention
of thunder. The party of Zeus took their station on Mount
Olympus in Thessaly, and the Titans on Mount Othrys.
The war lasted ten years. The din of battle resounded
thronghont the broad earth, and was echoed across the bo-
som of the sea. Even the lofty sky trembled, and the moun-
tains were shaken to their foundation. Finally Zeus tri-
umphed, and the conquered Titans were hurled into Tarta-
taros, with the exception of Oceanus, who had taken the side
of the victors. Thenceforward the scepter of the world
remained in the hands of Zeus, who began to be called “the
father of gods and men,” while his brethren and their nu-
merous progeny occupied important but subordinate posi-
tions in the hierarchy of the universe.

Such are the traditions of the Hellenic nation in regard
to the origin of the gods. As to the origin of mankind, the
account is still less clear. Man is supposed to have been cre-
ated, or to have sprung up spontaneously on the earth, at a
very carly period, since we find him already existing in the
“age of gold,” in which, according to Hesiod, one of the
most ancient of the Grecian poets, his state was perfect and
happy. In the silver age, which succeeded the golden, the
human race had greatly degenerated from their former bliss-
ful condition. In the next, or bronze age, this deterioration
was still more manifest. It was then that they became ad-
dicted to strife, and learned the art of war. The age of he-
roes followed—an improvement on its predecessor, since
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war became tempered with justice and honor. Finally, there
was the iron age, that is to say, the present one. Baut it is
supposed by many that this division of ages is an invention
of Hesiod himself, for it does not coincide with the genealo-
gies which form the basis of the ancient Hellenic history,
and which treat of the descent of the earliest kings of the
various Grecian states and communities. The first ancestor
was usually represented as the son or immediate descendant
of a god, or else as sprung from the earth, and hence called
an autochthon. But the principal traditions point to Hellen
as the reputed ancestor of the Grecian nation, whence the
country received the name of Hellas, and its inhabitants were
called Hellenes. He was supposed to be a descendant of the
gods, and the following was the genealogy usually assigned
him :

The Titan Iapetos begat by Klymene, the daughter of
Oceanus, four sons—Atlas, Menctius, Prometheus, and Epi-
metheus. Of these, Prometheus was the most daring -and in-
telligent, as well as the wisest. Following the example of
his grandfather Oceanus, he took the side of Zeus in the
great struggle whereby the latter wrested from the Titans
the sovereignty of the world. Soon after he took upon him-
gelf the protection of mankind, conferring upon them many
benefits, yet also, by unintentionally exciting the enmity of the
gods, inflicting upon them many woes. Prometheus stealth-
ily obtained fire from beaven, and, having given it to men,
taught them by its aid to practice the useful arts. Zeus, en-
raged at this, and at various other misdemeanors of Prome-
theus, devised a plan to punish both him and mankind.
Among the many gods and goddesses over whom Zeus held
sway were Hephemstus, Hermes, Athene, Aphrodite, and the
Charites. Hephastus, by command of Zeus, formed from earth
amost beautiful maiden. Athene, Aphrodite, and the Charites
adorned her with various charms, while Hermes imparted
to her his cunning and his enchanting eloquence. This
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woman was called Pandora, and the messenger of the gods
brought her among men in the absence of Prometheus. The
latter, who well knew that Zeus was his foe, had told his
brother Epimetheus not to accept any presents from the
gods. But the beauty of Pandora was irresistible. Epime-
theus gladly received her, and allowed her to dwell upon
earth among mankind, who thenceforth suffered many hard-
ships on her account. Up to this period all the evils to which
mankind are now subject had been inclosed in a certain cas-
ket. Pandora opened this casket, and allowed these evils to
scatter themselves throughout the world ; but just as Hope,
which was also in the box, was about to escape, she shut the
lid, and Hope “remained imprisoned, and therefore without
efficacy, as before, the inviolable lid being replaced before
she could escape.”

Having thus vented his rage against man, Zeus revenged
himself upon Prometheus by chaining him to a rock among
the mountains of the Cauncasus, and stationing an eagle at
his side, which should incessantly torment him by gnawing
at his liver. For many years did Prometheus endure this
agony, until at last Zeus, wishing to increase the glory of
his son Herakles, permitted the latter to kill the eagle and |
deliver the prisoner.

Now Deukalion, the son of Prometheus, and his wife
Pyrrha, a descendant of Epimetheus, were the parents of
Hellen, the mythic.progenitor of the Hellenic nation.

The greatest impiety prevailed among mankind during
the time of Deukalion and Pyrrha ; wherefore Zeus resolved
to destroy them by a general deluge. Terrible and lasting
rains covered all Greece, excepting some of the highest
mountain-peaks, on which a few escaped destruction. This
deluge is supposed to have occurred in the year 1796 =.c.,
while King Ogyges reigned in Attica. Deukalion saved
himself and Pyrrha by means of a wooden chest which he
had constructed by the advice of Prometheus. For nine days
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he was tossed about by the waters, and finally disembarked
on the summit of Mount Parnassus. Zeus having sent
Hermes to ask him if he needed anything, Deukalion begged
that he would send him some men, that he might have com-
rades and followers, and no longer be alone on the earth.
Zeus accordingly ordered Deukalion and Pyrrha to pick up
stones from the ground and cast them behind their backs.
These stones became men and women, and thus was Hellas
again peopled. Besides Hellen, Deukalion and Pyrrha had
a son Amphiktyon, the reputed founder and protector of a
certain religious and political association of the Hellenic
tribes, and a daughter Protogeneia, the mother of Asthlius,
who was considered the protector of the games of the Hel-
lenic nation.

Hellen had three sons, Dorus, Xuthus, and Aolus, among
whom he divided the whole country. Zolus became king of
Thessaly, Xuthus of the Peloponnesus ; and the latter, by
his marriage with Kreiisa, daughter of Erechtheus, the au-
tochthon hero of Attica, had two sons, Ion and Achsus.
Dorus possessed himself of the land opposite the Pelopon-
nesus, on the northern side of the Corinthian Gulf.

The inhabitants of all these parts were called Hellenes
from Hellen ; but from his sons they received in various
parts the different names of Achsans, Aolians, Ionians, and
Dorians.

Thus did the Greeks account for the first origin of the
Hellenic nation and its four ethnic divisions. It must be
observed, however, that these mythical traditions likewise
contain a certain allegorical element with more or less dis-
tinct moral application. For instance, the moral conveyed
by the legend of Prometheus is that no one can contend with
impunity against the omnipotent will of God ; and by the
later poets this legend was expanded into one of the most
affecting allegories ever conceived by the imagination of
man,
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Three centuries after Hesiod, Aschylus, the great dra-
matic poet of Athens, represented Prometheus not only as
having bestowed fire upon man, but as having instructed him
in all the arts, thus enlarging the scope of his life, and secur-
ing the future fortunes of the race. So that finally the story
of Prometheus, who, in return for good deeds and disin-
terested kindness, suffered harsh imprisonment and torture,
becomes a typical representation of the misfortunes and
injustice which in this world so often prey upon genius.

But while, according to the myth of Hellen, the sons and
descendants of Prometheus ruled over all Greece, each of the
Grecian communities had its own traditions concerning the
origin of its royal house. Many of these local traditions
have no reference whatever to the family of Hellen, and
gome appear to be of even more ancient date than his geneal-
ogy. For instance, Inachus, the first king of Argos, was the
son of the Titan Oceanus and the Titaness Tethys. Lelex,
the first king of Laconia, and Erechtheus, the first king of
Attica, were supposed to have been autochthons ; as was also
Pelasgus, the first king of Arkadia, although some traditions
represent him to have been the son of Zeus.

These contradictions, which are numerous in the Hellenic
myths, resulted from the fact that the mythological tradi-
tions were cleared not at once, but by degrees, from the
clouds that enveloped them.

In the beginning every tribe had its own separate tradi-
tions, so that the ethnic myths of Hellas were originally very
numerous. At a later period chroniclers endeavored to link
these traditions together and to give them a certain unity ; an
attempt which was not altogether successful, since the legends
were not complete. Hence the almost endless contradictions,
and the consequent difficulty in interpreting the Hellenic tra-
ditions. It has already been stated that the first ancestor of
each community was regarded as the son or immediate de-
scendant of a god, or else as an autochthon or earth-sprung
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being, in which case he was also considered divine. A simi-
lar extra-human origin was likewise attributed to the legen-
dary heroes, and to those strangers from other lands, such as
Kekrops and Kadmus, who are supposed to have planted the
first seeds of civilization on Hellenic soil.

In fact, our forefathers regarded as demigods, rather than
as men, not only the chieftains of their race, but even whole
tribes of this remote epoch. On this account they attribute
to them achievements surpassing human power and nature.
Bellerophon, son of Poseidon and of a daughter of Sisyphus,
king of Corinth, kills the Chimsra, a fire-spouting monster
which had the head of a lion, the tail of a serpent, and the
body of a goat. The hero only succeeded in accomplishing
this deed by the aid of Poseidon, who gave him Pegasus, a
winged horse, also sprung from the gods, mounted upon
which he attacked and slew the Chimzra. Perseus, also one
of the most distinguished heroes of the mythical epoch,
attempts to kill Medusa, one of those numerous monsters
go frequently met with in the Hellenic mythology. At first
she was famous for her beauty, but afterward, having drawn
upon herself the anger of Athene, the latter changed her
beautiful locks of hair into serpents, and whoever looked
upon them was transformed into stone. Perseus cut off the
head of Medusa with the assistance of the three divinities,
Pluto, Hermes, and Athene. Who does not know the as-
tonishing deeds of Herakles, the most glorious of mythical
heroes, the wonderful achievements of Theseus, king of At-
tica, and the superhuman strength of Theagenes, a Herakleid,
who, among his many deeds of renown, proved himself a
conqueror in all the games of Greece, and four hundred times
received the victor’s garland ?

It is evident, therefore, that the world of these remote
Hellenic years, created by the fervid poetic imagination of
the ancient Hellenes, has nothing in common with the usual
life of men. Its inhabitants are not children of mortals, but
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descendants and relatives of the immortal gods, not possess-
ing the usual measure of material and moral force allotted to
man, but a certain superhuman strength and peculiarity.
The Hellenes considered these traditions not only as a part
of their religion, but also as belonging to their history, in
which, too, they included the lives of the heroes, and the va-
rious enterprises undertaken by them. Of these the most
famous were the voyage of the Argonauts, the war of the
Seven against Thebes, and the war against Troy.

" CHAPTER 1II.
THE VOYAGE OF THE ARGONAUTS,

Ix the legend of the Argonauts, the descendants of Ao-
lus, son of Hellen, play the most prominent part. Athamas,
one of the sons of Aolus and ruler of Orchomenus in Beeo-
tia, took for a wife the goddess Nephele, by whom he had
two children, Phrixus and Helle. Afterward abandoning
Nephele, he took another wife, Ino, daughter of Kadmus,
who, disliking her two step-children, made several futile at-
tempts on their lives, and contrived to bring about a famine
in the land. Athamas sought advice from the oracle at Del-
phi. Ino, however, by her machinations, caused the oracle
to reply that the scarcity would not cease unless Phrixus
were sacrificed to Zens. Athamas, compelled by the people,
resolved to carry out this mandate. But the shade of his
mother Nephele appeared to Phrixus, bringing a ram with
golden fleece, on which he and Helle should escape over the
sea. The ram started in the direction of Kolchis, but, as
they were crossing what is now called the Dardanelles, Helle
fell off and was drowned, in consequence of which the name
Hellespont was given to that strait. The ram, however,
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which among its many gifts had that of speech, encouraged
the frightened Phrixus, and finally brought him safe to Kol-
chis. _Alétes, the king of that land, received him cordially,
and gave him his daughter Chalkiope for a wife. Phrixus
sacrificed the ram to Zeus in honor of his safety, and hung
the golden fleece in the sacred grove of Ares.

Meanwhile, Pelias and Neleus, the twin sons of Poseidon,
quarreled for the sovereignty of Iolkos in Thessaly. Pelias
finally prevailed, and drove his brother away. But, inquiring
of the oracle whether his thronc was secure, he was warned
to beware of the man who would come to him with but one
sandal. Not long after, as Pelias was sacrificing to his fa-
ther Poseidon, he saw Jason approaching him with only one
sandal, having lost the other while crossing a swollen river
in Thessaly. Peliasrecognized him as the man against whom
he had been warned by the oracle, and was still more troubled
in mind when he learned that Jason was also an Aolid, being
a grandson of Kretheus, a former king of Iolkos. In orderto
avert the threatened danger, he proposed that Jason should
bring the golden fleece from Kolchis, hoping that he would
perish in the desperate enterprise. But Jason, encouraged
by the oracle, invited the most renowned heroes of Greece to
join him in the expedition. Fifty warriors responded to his
call, the most renowned of whom were Herakles, Telamon,
Peleus, Kastor, Pollux, Laertes, and the musician Orpheus,
the sweet sounds of whose lyre were destined frequently
to console the heroes in their perils, and to appease the con-
tentions that arose among them.

Argos, the son of Phrixus, aided by the advice and skill
of Athene and Hera, constructed the ship in which the
heroes were to sail. The name of this ship was the Argo,
whence those who took part in the enterprise were called
Argonauts. On her prow the Argo carried a piece of wood
endowed with the power of speech and divination. This
wood had been brought from the oak of Dodona, a town in



THE VOYAGE OF THE ARGONAUTS. 11

Epirus, the seat of a very early and celebrated oracle of
Zeus—the oldest, indeed, in Hellas.

The Argonauts proceeded to the Hellespont by way of
Lemnos, thence entered the Propontis (Sea of Marmora),
and reached that part of the Bithynian coast where lived
the aged soothsayer Phinems. Smitten with blindness by
Poseidon for having shown Phrixus the way to Kolchis,
and tormented by the Harpies, winged monsters that came
from the clouds and snatched away or defiled the food
placed before him, Phineus hailed with joy the coming of
the Argonauts, for he knew by his power of divination that
their arrival would bring him decliverance. Nor was he in
error, for two of the Grecian heroes, Zetes and Kalals, the
winged sons of Boreas, put the Harpies to flight, and would
have slain them had not Hermes interceded, promising that
they should for ever return to their cavern in their native
Krete. It was in gratitude for this kindness that Phineus
instructed the Argonauts how to effect a safe passage be-
tween the Symplegades, two immense cliffs that moved upon
their bases, and crushed whatever attempted to pass between
them. He advised them that they should first cause a pigeon
to fly through, and that, at the moment the bird got clear,
they should courageously attempt the passage. The Argo-
nauts, following his advice, watched the pigeon as with in-
credible swiftness it flew safely between the cliffs, losing
only a few feathers from its tail, and then boldly rowed
the Argo forward, clearing the passage, with the loss of the
ornaments at their vessel’s stern. This was partly owing
to the aid of Athene, who, as the cliffs were about to close
-wupon the ship, stopped them for a moment with her strong
arms. KFrom that time forward the Symplegades remained
stationary, in accordance with the decree of the gods that, if
any should succeed in passing safely, the rocks should thence-
forth lose their power of motion. Finally, the Argonauts
reached Kolchis, where they found Alétes still reigning.
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They summoned him to surrender the golden fleece ; but, al-
though they were heroes of divine descent, and had come to
recover it by the aid of the gods, he indignantly refused
compliance save on the following conditions : The god He-
phzstus had given to /Eétes two unmanageable bulls that
snorted forth fire and had hoofs of brass. To prove his
renowned descent and the good will of the gods toward
him, Jason must yoke together these frightful bulls and
plow a considerable tract of land. This done, he must sow
the field with dragons’ teeth, when armed men were to spring
up in the furrows. After this, he would be permitted to
take, if he could, the golden fleece, hanging on an oak in
the grove sacred to Ares and watched continually by a mon-
strous dragon. The wise Idmon, who accompanied the Ar-
gonauts in the capacity of a prophet, was the counselor of
Jason in all these perilous attempts. The goddesses Hera
and Aphrodite came also to bis assistance, as did likewise
Mecdea, daughter of Aétes. The latter had conceived a pas-
sion for Jason, and prepared him for his dangerous tasks
by administering a magic potion which rendered him proof
against fire and sword. Athene also helped him, and his
success was complete. The Argonauts then set out on their
homeward voyage, Jason taking with him Medea, who will-
ingly followed him. On missing his daughter, Aétes started
in pursuit. Medea, seeing that her father’s vessel was gain-
ing on them, dismembered her young brother Apsyrtus, whom
she had taken with her, and cast his limbs into the sea. The
delay caused by Aétes stopping to collect the mangled rem-
nants of his child enabled the fugitives to escape. The Argo-
nauts, however, were destined, before reaching Iolkos, to
suffer innumerable difficulties, and to be tossed over many
unknown seas.

Such is the legend of the voyage of the Argonauts, which,
like all other mythical narratives of that epoch, has come
down to us in various forms. The greater number of the
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Greeks, even in the later historic years, firmly believed in
these legends as commemorating the achievements of those
heroes of superhuman strength and valor whom they not
only esteemed as their ancestors, but also honored almost as
highly as they did the gods themselves.

CHAPTER IIL
THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES.

Lavos, a descendant of Kadmus and king of Thebes, was
warned by an oracle that, if he begat children, he would be
murdered by his son. To avert the prediction, he pierced
the ankles of the son who had been born to him by his wife
Jokasta, and ordered the infant to be exposed on Mount Ki-
theron. The child, however, was saved by a shepherd and
carried to King Polybus of Corinth, who reared it as his own,
and, on account of its swollen feet, called it BEdipus. Grown
up to manhood, and stung by the reproaches which he heard
cast upon his birth, (Edipus consulted the Delphic oracle re-
specting his parentage, and was warned by it not to return
to his native land, as he was there destined to slay his father
and to marry his mother. (Edipus, believing Corinth to be
his birthplace, instead of returning thither, journeyed toward
Beeotia, thus rushing upon the fate which he sought to avoid.
While passing along a narrow road, he met Laios and his ret-
inue. A quarrel having arisen between (Edipus and the royal
attendants, the former slew Laios, his father. Kreon, the
brother of Jokasta, then succeeded to the throne of Thebes.

At that time the gods, being enraged against that land,
were tormenting it by a frightful monster with the face of a
woman, the breast, feet, and tail of a lion, and the wings of a
bird, This creature, which was called the Sphinx, propound-

2
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ed a riddle to all who approached her, and, on their failing to
solve it, as was always the case, threw them from the high
rock on which she dwelt. The riddle was as follows: “ What _
animal is that which in the morning goes on four, at noon on
two, and in the evening on three feet ?” (Edipus promptly
replied that the animal in question was man, who in the
morning of life creeps on all-fours, and in old age walks
with a staff ; whereupon the Sphinx was so vexed that she
cast herself from the rock and perished. The prize offered
to the man who should succeed in ridding the country of the
Sphinx was the throne of Thebes and the hand of Jokasta,
the widow of Lajos. (Edipus married her and fulfilled the
oracle.

These tragical events were destined to lead to a suc-
cession of other misfortunes. The gods afterward made
known the truth concerning (Edipus. Jokasta hangs her-
self. (Edipus, unable any longer to bear the light of day,
puts out his own eyes, and, expelled from the city by his two
sons, Eteokles and Polynikes, pronounces upon them a curse
which speedily takes effect. (Edipus was accompanied in his
wanderings by his faithful and high-souled daughter An-
tigone, who resolved to share his adversity. The sons, re-
maining in Thebes, soon fell into a fierce dispute concerning
the succession to the throne, but at last agreed to reign dur-
ing alternate years, Eteokles, the elder of the two, having
the first period of office. 'When, however, his year had ex-
pired, he not only declined to retire in behalf of his brother,
but expelled him from the city. Polynikes, brooding revenge,
betook himself to Adrastus, king of Argos, who received
him hospitably and undertook to aid him in recovering his
rights. In company with Tydeus, a fugitive from Altolia,
Polynikes visited many parts of Greece in order to obtain
companions-in-arms, and many a hero responded to their
summons. The most celebrated of these constituted the
confederacy known as the “Seven against Thebes.” In this
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war nearly all the besiegers were slain, while Polynikes and
Eteokles fell by each other’s hands.

Thirty years had elapsed since the expedition of the seven,
when their sons undertook to avenge their fathers by a sec-
ond attack on Thebes. This war, called the War of the Epi-
goni (the offspring), was entered upon with the consent of
the gods, and ended with the destruction of the city, which
for a long time remained a mere open space, called “ Lower
Thebes.”

The various acts of this terrible tragedy were repro-
duced on the Athenian stage with all the poetic power of
ZAschylus and Sophokles. The drama of the latter poet on
this subject is his masterpiece, and has stood the test of the
severest criticism. Never was there a tale more affecting
than that of (Edipus, and never was it told more pathetically
than by Sophokles.

CHAPTER IV.
THE WAR AGAINST TROY.

TaE most renowned and by far the greatest enterprise of
the heroic ages was the war against Troy, the theme of the
greatest of all epic poems, the Iliad of Homer. The north-
western corner of Asia Minor, bordering on the Hellespont
and on the Agean Sea, was inhabited by the Trojans and the
Dardanians. Their country extended eastward to the rivers
Granikus and Zsepus, both of which fall into the Propon-
tis, or Sea of Marmora. In the interior rose Mount Ida, with
its lofty, well-wooded summit, and its slopes rich in foun-
tains. The city of Dardania was founded by Dardanus, one
of the favorite sons of Zeus, at the time when the Trojans
lived at the foot of Mount Ida. Erichthonius, son of Dar-
danus, reputed to have been the richest of mortals, was the
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father of King Tros, the founder of Troy, who had three
children, Ilus, Assarakus, and Ganymedes. Ganymedes, the
most beautiful of mortals, was carried away by an eagle to
Olympus, where he became the cup-bearer of Zeus. Ilus suc-
ceeded his father on the throne of Troy, which from him was
also called Ilium, or Ilion. The grandson of Assarakus was
Anchises, who became by Aphrodite the father of Aneas,
next to Hector the bravest of the Trojans. Laomedon,
son of Ilus, then inherited the kingdom. He was the spe-
cial favorite of the god Poseidon, who constructed a strong
wall round the city of Troy. Laomedon was succeeded by
Priam, by far the happiest and richest as well as the last
king of Troy. His coffers were filled with gold, bronze, and
costly garments. He was the father of fifty sons, a noble
race, of whom the eldest was Hector. Next to him came
Paris, or Alexander, whom Aphrodite endowed with a beau-
tiful face and fine hair. Paris, having crossed the sea,
became the guest of the golden-haired Menelaus, son of
Atreus, who reigned over Sparta, and whose palace was re-
splendent with gold and silver. Paris was kindly welcomed
by Menelaus, and freely admitted to his hospitality and to
the society of his wife, the beautiful Helena, sister of the
Dioskuri, Kastor and Pollux. Shortly afterward Menelaus,
setting out on a visit to Krete, left his wife under the care
of his guest. Then Paris, with the assistance of Aphrodite,
readily persuaded Helena to elope with him to Troy, where
she could live in Oriental luxury and splendor. Accord-
ingly, deserting her husband and child, and taking with her
but one faithful old female slave, she fled with Paris, who
also purloined many costly treasures from the palace of
Menelaus.

To avenge this insult, and to recover Helena and the
stolen treasure, now became the duty of Menelaus and of his
brother Agamemnon, who ruled over Mykenz. The brav-
est heroes of Hellas joined in the enterprise under the su-



THE WAR AGAINST TROY. 17

preme command of Agamemnon, son of Atreus. Among
them were the powerful Diomedes of Argos, who had already
distinguished himself in the war against Thebes, and Sthe-
nelus, son of the famous Kapaneus. From the sandy Pylos
came the sweet-speaking Nestor, the aged and chivalrous
son of Neleus. From the western sea came Odysséus, or
Ulysses, son of Laertes, king of Ithaca, a hero fertile in re-
sources, inventive and ever ready. From Salamis came the
mighty and great-hearted Ajax, the son of Telamon. But
the most renowned of the Hellenic heroes was the swift-
footed, lion-hearted, and godlike Achilles, son of Peleus by
Thetis, 2 nymph of the sea. Achilles, who ruled over the
Myrmidons of Thessaly, brought with him fifty ships, each
containing fifty men. His father Pecleus sent Patroklus,
the son of Mencetius, to accompany his son to the war as
a friend and companion. The ships and soldiery were or-
dered to assemble at Aulis, and the fleet was found to con-
sist of 1,186 ships, carrying 135,000 warriors. The Trojans
also had many illustrious warriors and numerous power-
ful allies ; among the latter, the Lykians, commanded by
Sarpedon, the Mysians, the Paphlagonians, the Maonians,
and the Phrygians. The Thracians, and many others from
the opposite shore of the Hellespont, also came to their as-
sistance.

The Greeks on reaching the Trojan cvast drew their
ships on the shore. Protesilaus, the ruler of Phylake, was the
first to disembark on the hostile soil, and he was also the first
to fall by the hand of the enemy. The Greeks made three
attempts to take the city by assault, but were as many times
repulsed. They therefore overran the country and drove
away the flocks from Mount Ida, a course which the Trojans
were powerless to prevent. For nine years the siege con-
tinued, the Greeks holding the Trojans closely hemmed in
their city, which, however, they were unable to capture.
Meanwhile, Achilles destroyed twelve cities on the seacoast
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and eleven in the interior, killing or reducing to slavery the
inhabitants. The islands of Tenedos and Lesbos, and the cit-
ies of Lyrnessus, Pedasus, and Thebe, fell before his mighty
spear. On the division of the spoil after the capture of
Thebe, Agamemnon obtained as his share the captive Chry-
seis, daughter of Chryses, the priest of Apollo. Chryses,
having come to the ships of the Greeks with innumerable
presents in order to ransom his daughter, was repulsed with
contumely by the haughty Agamemnon. Apollo, yielding
to the prayer of Chryses, brought on the camp of the Greeks
a dreadful pestilence. Agamemnon, to appease the god,
gave Chryseis back to her father, but to compensate himself
took away from Achilles the fair-cheeked Briseis, who had
become the prize of that hero. Achilles submitted to the
will of his chief, but, deeply wounded at heart, retired to his
ships, refusing to take any further part in the war.

With the above incidents begins the Iliad of Homer,
whose theme is the ‘“anger of Achilles” and its conse-
quences to both Greeks and Trojans. After the retirement
of Achilles the Greecks rencwed their attacks against the
Trojans, who, no longer fearing the valor of Achilles, issued
from their gates and boldly assailed the besiegers. In the
action that ensued the Trojans were hard pressed by Dio-
medes of Argos ; but Hekabe, the wife of Priam, hastened
with many of the Trojan women to the temple of Athene,
and presented to that goddess a magnificent peplum, prom-
ising in addition a sacrifice of twelve oxen if she would
preserve the Trojans from the valor of the Grecian hero,
On the following day Zeus granted a partial victory to the
Trojans by casting from Mount Ida into the ranks of the
Greeks a thunderbolt, the flame of which, falling before
the horses of Diomedes, frightened them, and compelled
him to retreat. The Grecks were then obliged to retire
to their camp, which, after the departure of Achilles, they
had, on the advice of Nestor, intrenched with a ditch and



THE WAR AGAINST TROY. 19

palisade. The Trojans, instead of returning to the city,
encamped outside, and on the following day renewed the
battle. At first they were put to flight and pursued up to
the gates of the city. But, Agamemnon, Diomedes, and
Odysseus having each received a wound, the Trojans rallied
against their pursuers and drove them back to their fortified
camp. And now the heroes of Troy, commanded by Hector,
Paris, Zneas, and Sarpedon, made an assault on this intrench-
ment. The Greeks strove to repulse them, but the wind
blowing from Mount Ida drove the dust into their faces, so
that Sarpedon succeeded in forcing that part of the inclosure
which was specially defended by the Athenians. The bat-
tle then continued within the encampment, and the Trojans
steadily made their way toward the ships, until the Greeks,
forced to take refuge on the decks of their vessels, there
made a last desperate attempt at resistance.

At that critical moment Achilles, yielding to the entreaties
of his friend Patroklus, permitted him to lead the Myrmi-
dons to the assistance of the hard-pressed Greeks. Accord-
ingly, Patroklus armed himself in the panoply of Achilles,
that the Trojans might mistake him for the hero whose
prowess they so greatly feared, and hastened to the scene of
action at the head of the Myrmidons. The Greeks, reduced
to the last extremity of despair, had decided to set fire to
their ships, and already the vessel of Protesilaus was in
flames. Just then Patroklus with his warriors fell upon the
Trojans, turned the tide of battle, drove the enemy out of
the encampment, pursued them up to the gates of Troy, and
would bave captured the city had not Apollo himself, inter-
vening, thrust him back from the ramparts, broken his spear,
and torn the breastplate from his shoulders, so that he soon
received a mortal wound from the hand of Hector. With
the greatest difficulty Menelaus, assisted by Ajax, recovered
the body of Patroklus and brought it to the camp of the
Greeks. The death of this hero again turned the tide of bat-
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tle, and the Greeks were sorely pressed by Hector and the
Trojans. But Achilles, deeply grieved at the fate of Patro-
klus, resolved to avenge him by slaying Hector, although
Thetis, his goddess-mother, had foretold that he would not
long survive the Trojan hero. Issuing from his retirement,
he led his Myrmidons on to battle, fell upon the Trojans,
who were still bivouacking on the plain, and with terrible
slaughter drove them back to the walls of Troy. King
Priam ordered the gates to be opened in order to admit the
weary fugitives, and then to be immediately closed, lest the
victorious Achilles should pursue them into the city. Hec-
tor alone, disdaining to flee, remained outside the walls, and
entered into combat with Achilles. The Trojan fell, and
Achilles, still unappeased, bound the lifeless body to his war-
chariot and dragged it three times around the walls of Troy.
Then the Greeks returned to their ships, singing their psan
or song of victory, while Priam and Hekabe were mourning
their irreparable loss. Andromache, the wife of Hector,
seated in the interior of the palace, hears the lamentation in
the streets, rushes forth to inquire into the cause of it, and
reaches the ramparts in time to behold Achilles dragging the
corpse of her husband round the walls.

After Achilles had performed the funeral rites of his
friend Patroklus, and instituted funeral games in his honor,
the aged Priam made his appearance in the Grecian camp,
bearing rich presents as a ransom for the body of Hector.
Entering the tent of Achilles, he kissed the hands of the
hero who had caused the death of his son, and implored
him, as he valued the memory of his own father, to allow
him to bear away the corpse, that he might bestow upon
it the customary rites of burial. Achilles, touched by the
gentleness of the supplication, raised the old man from his
knees, ordered the body of Hector to be bathed and anointed,
and with his own hands placed it on the chariot of Priam.
He also granted to the Trojans a truce of eleven days that
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they might bury their dead. The Iliad of Homer, to which
we are indebted for the foregoing narrative, ends with an ac-
count of the funeral rites of Patroklus and Hector, rendered
by their respective nations.

Death of Achilles.

After the death of Hector, an army of Amazons, under
the command of their queen, the beautiful Penthesileia,
daughter of Ares, came to the assistance of the Trojans, and
she and Achilles met in single combat. The Grecian hero,
anxious to spare the life of his fair antagonist, for a long
time acted solely on the defensive, and did not strike a deci-
sive blow until compelled to do so for his own safety. Then
Penthesileia fell mortally wounded, and, remembering the
fate of Hector’s body, implored Achilles to spare hers that
disgrace. There was no need of this. Struck with compas-
sion, he raised her tenderly in his arms, and held her there
until she breathed her last. The Trojans and Amazons
rushed desperately forward to recover her body, but Achilles
made a sign to them to halt, and, praising her valor, youth,
and beauty, voluntarily yielded it to them ; a kindly act,
which touched friends and foes alike.

Afterward, Memnon, son of Eos and Tithonus, came to
the assistance of the Trojans. He also succumbed to the
might of Achilles. But the fatal hour of the latter was
soon to arrive. Paris wounded him mortally with an arrow
which Apollo guided unerringly to its mark. A deadly com-
bat ensued for the possession of his body ; but the Greeks
finally prevailed, and carried the fallen hero to their ships.
Both gods and men mourned his fate. Thetis, his goddess-
mother, with the other Nereids, came from the depths of
the sea and wept for him, and their lamentations resounded
across the waves. After mourning seventeen days, the Greeks
committed his body to the funeral pyre, placed his ashes in a
golden urn together with those of Patroklus, and erected a
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lofty tomb near the shore, so that it could be seen far out
at sea.

Capture and Destruction of Troy.

There came to the ears of the Greeks a prophecy that
Troy could not be taken as long as the Palladium (the image
of the goddess Pallas Athene) remained in the possession of
the Trojans, who kept it carefully guarded in the citadel.
In order to preserve it still more effectually from theft, many
other images had been constructed so similar to it, that they
could scarcely be distinguished from the original. Odysseus,
however, disguising himself as a beggar, entered the city for
the purpose of purloining the statue. He was recognized by
Helena alone, who, longing to return to her native Greece, did
not betray him, but on the contrary assisted him to accom-
plish his object. This dangerous feat performed, Odysseus,
acting under the advice of the goddess Athene, proposed
to capture the city by means of a stratagem, to which the
Greeks readily agreed. Epeius, a celebrated Grecian artist,
constructed a wooden horse of enormous size, inside of which
a band of warriors was concealed. The Grecian fleet set
sail, leaving the horse standing on the beach. The surprise
of the Trojans at this sudden retreat was only equaled by
their joy. Issuing from the city, they hastened to the de-
serted camp of the Greeks, and, finding there the wonder-
fully constructed wooden horse, entered into a warm debate
whether they should destroy it or preserve it as a trophy.
Among those advocating the former course was one Lao-
koon, who even ventured to thrust his spear through its side,
thereby proving it to be hollow. Nevertheless, the advice
of the other party prevailed ; especially when the gods, who
were bent on the destruction of Troy, caused to come up out
of the sea two large serpents, which crushed Laokotn and his
two sons in their folds.

The infatuated Trojans resolved to preserve thc horse
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as a religious trophy, and even to take it into their city
‘and dedicate it to the gods. They were confirmed in this
resolution by the testimony of Sinon, a friend of Odysseus,
whom the Greeks had left behind them on the shore, and
who professed to be a victim of the jealousy and suspicion
of his own countrymen, who he declared had intended to
sacrifice him on the altar before their precipitate flight had
he not been fortunate enough to effect his escape. For
these pretended outrages the cunning Sinon feigned the
most violent hatred toward the Greeks. Furthermore, he
assured the Trojans that the horse was a sacred gift from
the gods, and would always insure safety to its possessors.

Thoroughly deceived, the Trojans even destroyed a por-
tion of the wall to admit the prize into the city, since its
huge bulk forbade it to be drawn through the gates. * That
night, while the Trojans were rejoicing and carousing, Sinon
kindled a beacon-fire a8 a sign to the Grecian fleet, which lay
concealed behind the island of Tenedos; and at the same
time the warriors that were hidden in the wooden horse came
forth.

The city, thus attacked both within and without, was
entirely destroyed, and most of its heroes and people were
either killed or taken captive, The godlike Priam died by
the hand of Neoptolemus, and the king’s son Deiphobus,
who after the death of Paris had become the hmsband of
Helen2, was slain by Menelaus and Odysseus, while coura-
geously defending his home. Of the leaders of the Trojans,
only Aneas and Antenor escaped by flight. The former,
according to ancient tradition, betook himself to Italy, and
became the progenitor of the reputed founders of Rome,
Romulus and Remus.

Thus, after a siege of ten years, was Troy destroyed.
But the conquerors fared no better than the conquered.
Nemesis, the goddess of divine retribution, relentlessly per-
secuted them because, in the haughtiness of their victory,
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they had not respected the altars of the captured city.
Many perished before they could return to their native
country ; others, like Odysseus, did not reach their homes
until after long and laborious wanderings ; some found their
relatives estranged on account of their long absence. Aga-

" memnon, on his .return, was murdered by his faithless wife
Klytemnestra. Many bitter disputes occurred throughout
Greece, producing material changes in its history and inter-
nal regulations. The Thessalians, who formerly inhabited
Epirus, penetrated thence into the country which from them
was afterward called Thessaly. Then followed the Doric
invasion, also called “the invasion of the Herakleids,” be-
cause the children of Herakles, who in former ages had been
banished from the Peloponnesus, recovered that country
with the assistance of the Dorians and the Atolians, and in-
stitated the Doric governments of Messenia, Sparta, Argos,
Corinth, and Epidaurus. Before these invasions the various
kingdoms into which the land of Greece had thus far been
divided disappeared, and in their stead arose a number of
free and autonomous cities, which, although they underwent
subsequent transformations, formed the basis of the govern-
ments we afterward meet in the history of Greece.

Many nations, also, within and without the Peloponnesus,
were compelled by the Thessalians, the Beootians, and the
Dorians to abandon Greece entirely, and to migrate eastward,
especially into Asia Minor, where they established numerous
colonies. Theinvasion of the Herakleids, the last great event
of the mythical ages of Greece, though interwoven with much
that is fabulous, must be regarded as an historic event, be-
caunse the actual state of Hellas, as we find it during the first
historic ages, points strongly to this inroad as a previous
fact. We shall therefore return to this subject hereafter,
but must now give a brief account of society in the heroic

age.
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CHAPTER V.
SOCIETY IN THE HEROIC AGE.

THE sovereignty was generally hereditary, but this rule
was often departed from, because it was indispensable in
those turbulent times for a sovereign to be a man of suit-
able age, as well as of great personal strength. Hence it
was that aged fathers sometimes abdicated in favor of their
more vigorous sons. Odysseus, for instance, ruled over Ithaca
while his father Laertes was still living, and Peleus resigned
his scepter to his son Achilles. It is, therefore, probable
that the sons, on the other hand, abandoned their heredi-
tary rights whenever they lacked the qualities necessarily
required in those who were to rule over a race of heroes.

The nobles resided for the most part in the capital city,
which was always built upon an eminence and well forti-
fied. Itis true that in the Odyssey we often read of soli-
tary villas, but a long sojourn outside of the city was not
only unusual, but generally regarded as a banishment.

The mass of the people consisted of the so-called demi-
urgi, or handicraftsmen, including not only those who exer-
cised a mechanical trade, such as smiths, shoemakers, armor-
ers, and carpenters, but ‘also physicians, minstrels, heralds,
soothsayers, and, in short, all that were not subject to the
service of another. There was also a very small class of
what might be termed peasant-proprietors. But the greater
part of the land was in the possession of the rich, by whom
it was mainly devoted to agricultural purposes. Flocks and
herds formed the main bulk of a capitalist’s wealth, and
were the principal medium of exchange. The land was, a8
a rule, cultivated by slaves, by whom also the flocks were
usually guarded, though sometimes poor freemen, the so-
called Thetes, or serfs, were engaged in this occupation.
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The slaves were either purchased by their owners or taken in
war as captives. Many of them were faithful and trustwor-
thy men ; and to this class was confided the care of large
herds of oxen, swine, or goats—an occupation of great respon-
sibility, since such a slave must necessarily be trusted, and
in some measure be free from the immediate supervision of
his master. Odysseus, who resided in the island of Ithaca,
possessed flocks and herds of sheep, oxen, and asses, guarded
by such men, upon the adjacent continent, just as is the case
to this day among the rich of the Ionian Islands. These
higher slaves were furnished with assistants, and appear to
have stood to their masters in the relation of confidential
friends rather than of servants. The faithful devotion of
the herdsman Eumseus, and of the shepherd Philcetius, to
the family and affairs of Odysseus, is one of the most lovely
pictures in ancient epic poetry. This intimate relation be-
tween master and slave may be accounted for by the fact
that, in the earliest times, when chance and force rendered
liberty and property alike insecure, slavery was a misfortune
which might fall to the lot of any one. The great and
powerful leaders, if successful in an attempted invasion,
returned laden with booty, and bringing many slaves in
their train ; if unsuccessful, they themselves were liable to
the same fate, so that the servant was often the equal of his
master in rank and condition. Cruelty to slaves was rare,
nor was there a broad distinction between the different classes
of society. :

The work of the women consisted mainly in spinning and
weaving, the garments of both sexes being made in the home
circlee. The queens themselves were skilled in these arts,
which are expressly mentioned by Homer among the virtnes
of Penelope, the wife of Odysseus, and of Helena, wife of
Menelaus.

More unfortunate were the Thetes, who were free but
very poor, and were compelled to cultivate the lands of the
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rich for a living. They were hired during the harvest, the
vintage, and the fruit-gathering seasons, and received in
pay their food, shelter, and clothing. With no land of their

own to cultivate, cut off from the ties of family and the com-

forts of home, they were obliged to rely on uncertain and
desultory work for subsistence, wandering from the service
of one employer to that of another, with frequent periods of
forced idleness. Yet, however miserable the condition of the
lower classes, the people had some political rights which
acted as a restraint on the kings and nobles, and secured in
a measure the welfare of the community. After the king
had, with the aid of his council, decided on any affair, he
was obliged to lay it before the people assembled in the
“Agora” or market-place. On such occasions it was con-
sidered of the highest importance that the people should be
seated, lest they might be led on to tumault or sedition by
their impatience at standing. It was by acclamation that
they showed their approval or disapproval of the measures
submitted to them, and not unfrequently succeeded in chang-
ing the plans of the king. From these popular gatherings
of the heroic age gradually resulted the famous assemblies
before which Perikles and Demosthenes delivered their im-
mortal orations.

In domestic life the authority of the father was respected,
and the grown-up son manifested his gratitude to his parents
by a faithful filial devotion, and by maintaining them in
their old age. Nothing was considered more dreadful than
the curse of a father or mother. In Greece we find no traces
of the coarseness and cruelty that were the distinguishing
features of paternal authority among the early Romans, ac-
cording to whose laws the father exercised the power of life
and death over the members of his family.

In the relations between husband and wife, we discover
very little, if any, trace of tyranny on the part of the for-
mer. The women of the more respectable classes never ap-

—
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peared in public unaccompanied by a maid-servant. But,
during the holidays and public festivals, the young women
and the young men often met together and engaged in the
dance.

The bride sometimes brought a dowry to the bridegroom ;
but generally the latter gave to the father of the bride cer-
tain presents, which were called edna. This last custom
was so current that it was considered highly flattering to a
young man to be offered a bride anaednon—that is to say,
without the obligation of giving dowry to the father. Phys-
ical strength, courage, and many other advantages were con-
sidered necessary in order to obtain the consent of the fa-
ther.

‘We find no trace of polygamy except in the case of the
Trojan Priam. The legitimate sons divided the paternal
property equally ; the illegitimate received a small portion,
but were equally honored, except in rare instances. Not
only between brothers, but also between more distant rela-
tives and other members of the same race, existed bonds of
noble and lasting friendship. Such were the relations be-
tween Herakles and Iolaus, Theseus and Peirithous, Orestes
and Pylades, Achilles and Patroklus; Idomeneus and Meri-
ones, Diomedes and Sthenelus.

But the most pleasing characteristic of the heroic soci-
ety is the noble eagerness with which the stranger seeking
hospitality was welcomed, and the lasting bond of friend-
ship that resulted from taking food together, or from ex-
changing presents —a friendship that was often kept up
between the families for several generations. The noble of
the Homeric age welcomes the stranger seeking his protec-
tion, and asks neither his name nor the object of his journey
until the guest has partaken of the food set before him. So
sacred a duty was hospitality considered, that we find in-
stances of men devoting their lives and fortunes to the enter-
tainment of strangers, like the noble Axylus, who purposely
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built his house by the wayside that all travelers might find
a ready welcome.

Even more respected than the guest was the suppliant, to
whom the host could not refuse shelter and protection without
incurring the displeasure of the gods. No one could deny
hospitality to the fugitive, no matter whence he came, who,
bearing in his hand an olive-branch, sought refuge at the
hearth or household altar. Instances are indeed recorded of
persons violating without scruple the most sacred duties, the
devotion to one’s relatives and fellow countrymen, the hos-
pitality due to the stranger, and the protection that should be
extended to suppliants. But such cases are exceptional, and
are to be met with in every age and country. In the mythical
ages these vices were attributed chiefly to rude savages, as the
haughty and cruel Cyclops, who did not belong to the Hel-
lenic race, and inhabited the distant coasts of Sicily. The
Greeks considered all such violations of duty as unholy. To
understand fully these noble sentiments of the heroic times,
the reader must compare and contrast them with the barba-
rous customs of other primitive nations, who delighted in
tattooing their bodies, shedding the blood of strangers, and
gselling their children into slavery. Finally, the customary
sobriety of the heroic times of Greece is really wonderful, in
comparison with the excessive indulgence in strong drink
that was so universal among the ancient Germanic tribes.
The Greeks drank their wine mixed with water, and to
call a man a drunkard was the vilest of insults; therefore
Achilles, in the height of his anger against Agamemnon,
especially stigmatizes him as “ heavy with wine.” Their fes-
tivals were simple and frugal, and music and dancing, which
Homer calls the ornaments of a banquet, were the principal
diversion.*

* The same temperate habits are characteristic of the Greeks of the pres-
ent day. Edmond About, the well-known French author, says of them:
“They are great drinkers—but drinkers of water.”
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It is, however, a singular fact that plunder and piracy
were considered honorable. Achilles, Odysseus, and Mene-
laus plunder whenever they can, either by artifice or by force.
It was customary in welcoming a stranger to ask him whether
his object in traveling was to enrich himself by piracy, just
as we might to-day ask of a person whether his object be
to enrich himself by mercantile speculation.*

The Greeks of the heroic age had no consciousness of
their moral superiority to other races. The word  bar-
barian,” which was afterward applied to all foreign nations,
does not appear to have been in general use in that early
period, nor to have conveyed the idea of mental or moral
inferiority in the nations to whom it was applied. Homer
uses the term only when speaking of a foreign language, or
of a coarse and uncultivated provincial dialect.

The geographical knowledge of the heroic ages was very
limited and unsatisfactory. In the Odyssey Homer dis-
plays a more extensive acquaintance with the land of Greece
than in the Iliad, which was composed before the former
poem ; and it is evident that he must at some period of his
life have quitted his native Smyrna, and traveled extensively
in Greece proper. - B

The costly and magnificent works of art with which the
splendid apartments of Alkinous, of Menelaus, and of the
other nobles were adorned, came from the East, the na-
tions of which were at that early period vastly superior to
Greece both in riches and manufactures. The precious

* It must be borne in mind, however, that piracy even among other
ancient nations was not unusual. It was practiced by the Romans as late as
the fifth century B.c.; for in their second treaty with the Carthaginians it
was stipulated that the Romans should not practice piracy anywhere ncar
the Punic settlements on the Spanish coast, nor engage in traffic with the
natives of those parts, nor cstablish any colonics there ; from which it may
be conjectured that plundering, trafficking, and colonizing werc in those
times regarded as collateral and equally legitimate occupations.
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and elegantly carved breastplate of Agamemnon was a pres-
ent from the island of Kypros (Cyprus). The very high
esteem in which artists were held in Greece shows plainly
that they were rare in that land. The arms were of bronze,
not of iron, which came into use at a later period, although
known as early as the time of Hesiod.

The most difficult operations in warfare were the sieges.
Before the Homeric epoch, cities and villages were built, for
greater security, upon inaccessible rocks and eminences. Af-
terward, when industry, the arts, and the social relations re-
ceived greater development, the cities were extended to the
plains below, and the “upper town” was generally aban-
doned as a place of residence, and simply called the cita-
del. The cities described in the Homeric poems are to be
referred to the tranmsition period, but were none the less
strongly fortified ; therefore their capture was difficult, en-
gines of attack not having yet been invented. It was neces-
sary either to shut off their supplies by a regular blockade,
or to have recourse to deceit ; the long siege of Troy, and the
final capture of the city by means of the stratagem of the
wooden horse, being a case in point.

The notions of the Greeks in regard to the divinity were
crude and childlike, and this circumstance, together with their
warlike and independent manner of life, somehow led them
to a proud consciousness of the worth and dignity of man ;
insomuch that they did not scruple to attribute to the gods
not only the same forms, but also the same thoughts and pas-
sions, as to themselves.

The minstrel, sometimes accompanying his words with
the lyre, sang at the festivals the achievements of heroes,
and more especially the news of the day, if the latter were
unknown to his hearers. The profession of a minstrel was
especially honored. In the Odyssey the poet applies the
epithet “divine” to the minstrel Phemius ; and there are
many other similar passages.
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We can not form an accurate idca from the Homeric
poems whether or not architecture had reached any great
degree of perfection. The poet mentions “resplendent,”
“ beautiful,” *sparkling,” “high-vaulted ” apartments ; but
the praises that he lavishes on ornaments and decorations
seem to refer to their costly material rather than to their
graceful shape or proportions. The earliest buildings of
which we find a record had their floors paved with stones,
as was also the case with the Agora, or market-place. The
most ancient of the buildings were the so-called “ treasure-
houses,” some of which have been discovered in Mykenz,
Orchomenus, and Amykle. These buildings were conical in
shape, and appear to have been used as tombs at first, though
they were afterward, as their name indicates, turned into
depogitories for the treasures of the nobles. The monu-
ments, both in their construction and ornamentation, show
some advancement in architecture. Homer mentions vari-
ous works of sculpture, goblets most exquisitely fashioned,
beautiful glasses, highly polished and cunningly wrought
throughout. The shield of Achilles, described in the Iliad,
contained many groups of faces ; and the hall of Alkinous was
guarded by golden dogs, and lighted by candelabra in the
form of statucttes of young men holding torches. Numerous
other examples might be adduced to show the degree of ex-
cellence which the metallic art, if it may be so termed, had
attained during the Homeric period.

Objects of worship in this earlier epoch exhibit an even
more exquisite sense of the beautiful than those fashioned
in later ages. Pausanias, who traveled in Greece in the sec-
ond century after Christ, mentions many such images and
statues as still existing. The substance first employed by
sculptors in the construction of their works was baked earth.
In later years metal came to be used, and still later stone
and marble.

The names of most of the characters of the Hellenic alpha-
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bet, their order, and their shape upon the ancient tombs,
establish the truth of the tradition that the Greeks derived
their alphabet from Pheenicia. It is not known definitely
whether writing was in use during the heroic times. The
Homeric poems give no clear evidence of it. In one passage
of the Iliad it is said that Bellerophon brought to the king
of Lykia sealed tablets inscribed with a mystic order that
the bearer should be put to death ; but whether these were
written letters, hieroglyphic characters, or images, is not
certain.

Such was the life of the Hellenic race during the heroic
times. Their religious myths show that they were far from at-
taining to a knowledge of the true significance of the Supreme
Being. The measures of government were irregular, but based
on the same sound principles which afterward became won-
derfully developed into free political constitutions. Manners
and customs were rough and uncultivated, but contained the
germs of all those virtues which in later years were destined
to adorn the characters of men whose memory will be hon-
ored as long as mankind shall continue to esteem the beauti-
ful, the brave, and the noble. Science and art were still in
.their infancy ; but in poetry we have two masterpieces,
twin works, bearing the immortal name of Homer,* and suffi-
cient in themselves to glorify and immortalize a nation. The
Hellenic race, therefore, not only contained within itself at

* The theory that no such man as Homer existed, and that the works
attributed to him are the separatc compositions of several poets, afterward
ingeniously combined into elaborate poems, has been for centuries the theme
of discussion among scholars. We are inclined, however, to believe that the
poems were preserved for several generations solely in the memory of the
minstrels, and were not committed to writing until the time of Peisistratus.
Even at a later period men are rcported to have been found at Athens
capable of repeating both the lliad and the Odyssey from beginning to end.
Similar instances of prodigiously retentive memorics occur among other
nations, in which long unwritten poems have been handed down from one
generation to another.
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the earliest known period the seeds of its later growth, but,
from the moment its history opens, stands in its peculiarity
of development preéminent and unique in the annals of the
world. Of these qualities we find an embodiment and rep-
resentative in Alexander of Macedon alone, whose mind was
formed and whose career was determined by the spirit of
Hellenic nationality, and who may be said to have begun the
performance of great actions in his earliest childhood.



PART SECOND.
THE DAWN OF HISTORY.

THE year 776 B. c., the first year of the first Olympiad,
is the point generally assumed as the definite beginning of
authentic Greek history.

Let it not be understood that a full and connected narra-
tive can be given from that date onward. Unfortunately,
much of the epoch immediately following is involved in
obscurity, because the few- contemporaneous writers have
left but fragmentary records; while the authors of a later
period, whose works have come down to us, often mention
events for which they do not adduce sufficient evidence.
But the fact that some contemporaneous testimony exists is
of great advantage to the historian, when we remember the
uncertainty that hangs over the heroic ages, in the treatment
of which the imaginative works of the epic poets, who are
councerned with events of which they were neither witnesses
nor contemporaries, are our only guide. In fact, incidents
anterior to 776 B. c. appear, as Grote well remarks, not re-
ducible either to history or to chronology ; and thus any
chronological systems which may be applied to them must
be essentially uuncertified and illusory.

Assuming the first Olympiad as the proper beginning of
the historic ages, let us take a brief survey, of the condition
of the Hellenic world from that time until about 500 . c.,
the date of the Persian wars.
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CHAPTER L
EASTEEN PROVINCES,
Thessaly.

TaE southern portion of the peninsula extending from
the Danube to the promontory of Malea, the southernmost
point of the Peloponnesus, was the habitation of the Hellenic
race. This southern and smaller section of the great penin-
sula is divided from the northern and larger by a chain of
mountains extending from the Adriatic Sea to the gean.
These mountains, called in the western part the Keraunian
or Akrokeraunian range, acquire, farther east, the well-
known name of Olympus.

From a point in this chain of mountains lying about half-
way between the two seas there branches out almost at right
angles another chain called Pindus, which, descending in a
southerly direction, divides Epirus on the west from Thes-
saly on the east, and emits an offshoot in a direction parallel
with Olympus. This offshoot, which bears the name of
Othrys, abruptly terminates at the seacoast, where it is met
by another range sent forth by Olympus, under the names of
Ossa and Pelion, in a southerly direction toward the Agean.
In this manner is formed the almost quadrangular Thessalian
valley, the broadest and most fertile of the Hellenic plains,
inclosed by the mountain-ranges of Olympus, Pindus, Othrys,
Pelion, and Ossa. -

The range of Pindus, which continnes southwardly, soon
sends forth another offshoot, the wild and inaccessible (Eta,
which extends eastwardly, and forms with the parallel range
of Othrys a long and narrow plain, watered by the river
Spercheius. Between the eastern termination of Mount (Eta
and the Agean Sea lies the ever-famous pass of Thermo-
pyle. (Eta was considered the inner rampart of Greece, just
as the equally lofty Akrokeraunian range was regarded as
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the outward rampart. Between them the mighty Olympus
reared heavenward its snow-capped summit, on which, in
the popular imagination, the immortal gods had established
their abode as guardians of their favorite land. From the
top of Olympus can be distinguished at a great distance
a small river, the silvery Peneius. The romantic vale of
Tempe, through which the Peneius escapes into the sea
between Mounts Pelion and Ossa, is perhaps the most en-
chanting spot in Greece. Narrow and rock-ribbed, but cov-
ered with an ever-luxuriant vegetation, it presents at every
season of the year a charming landscape. Here the ivy
and yew especially flourish. The banks of the Peneius, into
which innumerable rivulets flow, are lined with trees of
rich foliage, their intertwined branches forming a dome over
the clear waters, and often descending in festoons to the
surface. The land of Thessaly was the paradise of ancient
Greece, and the central point of its most prominent tradi-
tions. On Olympus dwelt the gods; from the precipitous
slopes and rugged forests of Pelion the timber was cut for
the construction of the Argo, the first ship that sailed to-
ward the unknown countries bordering on the Euxine; and
it was in that very neighborhood that the Muses assembled
at the marriage-feast of Peleus, and Themis foretold the birth
of Achilles and the destruction of Troy.

At the beginning of the historic period the upper and
middle sections of the valley of the Peneius, the most fertile
portions of the Thessalian plain, were in the possession of
the Thessalians proper ; the Perrhsbians inhabited the north-
ern part of the country, between the lower Peneius and Olym-
pus; the Magnetes were settled toward the eastern coast,
between Ossa and Pelion, and the Achsans in Phthiotis, which
extended from Pindus up to the gulf of Pagas® near Othrys.
We find all these tribes mentioned in Homer, except the
Thessalians, who are said to have come from Epirus after
the T'I‘Oj&:;l war, to have driven out the Beeotians and the
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Dorians, and to have made the Perrhabians, the Magnetes,
and the Achwans their tributaries.

The Thessalians, the most important of these tribes, pos-
sessed the middle portions of Thessaly. A small tract of the
seacoast along the gulf of Pagasse was also subject to them,
but their principal possessions were in the interior of the
land, where flourished many rich and populous cities—Phe-
re, Pharsalus, Larissa, and others.

The ruling class in Thessaly was composed of the descen-
dants of the victorious invaders from Epirus, who dwelt in
the towns and were proprietors of the greater part of the
‘territory, while the slaves cultivated their land and tended
their flocks. The cities were governed oligarchically. The
Thessalians were noted for the roughness of their manners,
their warlike spirit, and the magnificence of their hospitality,
but at the same time for faithlessness and incapacity for coun-
certed political action. Henoce their cities were turbulent
and badly governed, and the rights of the lower classes very
insecure. We do not find here the germs of that spirit of
harmony and that regard for equal rights which developed
themselves in the more southern cities of Greece. Another
important difference was that the Thessalians, when engaged
in war, seldom served as hoplites, or regular heavy-armed
foot-soldiers ; whereas, throughout the rest of Greece, the
infantry service was closely connected with the exercise and
development of free political institutions. They preferred to
serve as cavalry-soldiers ; and of their tributary tribes, the
Malians alone, who dwelt round about the pass of Thermopy-
lse, were enrolled as hoplites, while the Perrhmbians, Magne-
tes, Achzans, and Dolopes fought as light-armed troops,
and were particularly skillful with the javelin. But the
Thessalians were famous horsemen. The large landed
estates of the nobles were celebrated for producing the
best horses in Greece, and hence the splendid squadrons of
cavalry that formed the main strength of the Thessalian
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armiea. In such high esteem was the cavalry service held
among them, that at the marriage festival it was the custom
for the bridegroom to present to the bride an accoutred war-
horse.

The slaves of Thessaly were not only husbandmen and
shepherds, but likewise composed an important part of the
military force. In fact, they are hardly to be regarded as
slaves in the proper sense of the term, since they were not
allowed to be sold out of the country ; they had their own
houses, spoke the Greek langunage, and could acquire prop-
erty, some of them having been reputed to have become
richer than their masters. Therefore their condition ma-
terially differed from that of the tillers of the soil in Thebes,
Argos, and Athens, where the slaves possessed neither houses
nor lands of their own, and had no political rights, no privi-
lege of bearing arms, and no family ties. These latter con-
sequently never became a source of political danger, and did
not begin to be turbulent until the decline of Grecian power ;
while the Thessalian serfs, with so many resources at their
disposal, imbued with the consciousness of their Hellenic
descent and a feeling of bitterness at their inferior fortune,
often caused serious disturbances in the state.

It was sometimes customary to look mpon the noblest
family of Thessaly as the “ hegemon ” or leader of the entire
country. Until the time of the Persian wars, this post of
honor was usually given to the family of the Aleuadee, but
not always; for at one period Prince Kineas of Konion
seems to have been sent to Athens as the common hegemon
of the Thessalians, This hegemon was often called “ Tagus ”
—a title that was considered of such great importance, that
Herodotus designates as “kings” the family of the Aleuadm
and likewise Kineas of Konion.

The frequent animosities existing not only between the
princely families of Thessaly, but even among those of less-
er note, greatly impaired the power of this rich land. On
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this account, we find in late years the Aleuad® seeking the
assistance of the Persians in order to maintain their power.
The other Thessalians were indignant at the treason, and,
being unable to take up arms in behalf of Greece, the Mag-
netes, the Ache=ans, the Dolopes, the Malians, and the re-
maining tributary nations of Thessaly, took advantage of
the Persian invasion to delay the payment of their tributes.
Indeed, these nations had never been entirely subdued, for in
great measure they transacted their own political affairs.

But the fact that conclusively demonstrates the weakness
of the Thessalians, masters as they were of the broadest and
most fertile of the Hellenic territories, is that the Perrhe-
bians, the Magnetes, the Achsans, the Dolopes, and the
Malians sat with the same privileges as the Thessalians in
the great Amphiktyonic Council of the Greeks. In order
fully to understand the importance of this right, the nature
of this council must be explained.

The Amphiktyonic Council.

The Hellenic nation, which not only in the historic but
even in the mythical ages was divided into numerous inde-
pendent and self-existing communities, felt the necessity of
being bound together by certain ties, which, though they
had a religious rather than a political character, nevertheless
established a semblance of union among the divided and
even hostile sections. These ties were called “amphikty-
onic,” which term signifies those “inhabiting around ”—so
that the “ Amphiktyonic League ” meant nothing more than
the union of the cities situated in the vicinity, though, by
reason of the ancient Hellenic custom of personifying these
traditions, the word was usually derived from Amphiktyon,
a brother of Hellen, and the reputed founder of this league.
There were, indeed, many Amphiktyonic leagues, one of
which was held in the temple of Poseidon at Onchestus in
Beotia ; another in Triphylia, in the southern part of Elis;
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and a third at Delos. These leagues were also of consider-
able importance in a commercial point of view, as merchants
were in the habit of resorting from various parts to such
places of meeting, and engaging in trade and barter, thereby
adding another strong link to the unity of the different
states.

But the most important of all the Amphiktyonic coun-
cils was the one held at Delphi ; and whenever general men-
tion of a council under this name is made, the one at Delphi
is always understood. In this twelve Hellenic tribes par-
ticipated—the Thessalians, the Beotians, the Dorians, the
Ionians, the Perrhxbians, the Magnetes, the Lokrians, the
(Eiteans, the Achmans, the Phokians, the Dolopes, and the
Malians—so that, strictly speaking, the greater part of Hel-
las was here represented ; the only remaining nations being
the Atolians, the Akarnanians, the Arkadians, the Eleians,
the Triphylians, and the small tribe of the Dryopes. This
council met twice a year: in the spring, in the temple of
Apollo at Delphi in Phokis, and in the autumn, in the
temple of Demeter in the village of Anthele near Thermo-
pyle.

The antiquity of the Amphiktyonic Council is evident
from the fact that each nation had but two votes, irrespec-
tive of its power and the number of its representatives.
Thus were the smallest and most animportant tribes on an
equality with the Ionians, who could boast of the great city
of Athens, and with the Dorians, whose metropolis was the
powerful Sparta ; from which it may be inferred that this
council was established in the prehistoric period, during
which both Athens and Sparta, whose eminence is of yet
more ancient date, were still small and unimportant cities.
Of the duties of the Amphiktyonic Council nothing will
give us a better idea than the oath taken by its members.
It ran thus : “ We will not destroy any Amphiktyonic town,
nor cut it off from running water in war or peace; if any



42 THE DAWN OF HISTORY.

one shall do so, we will march against him and destroy
his city. If any one shall plunder the property of the god,
or shall be privy thereto, or shall take treacherous counsel
against the things in his temple at Delphi, we will punish
him with foot, hand, and voice, and by every means in our
power.”

It thus appears that the main duties of the council were
to prevent acts of aggression against its members, and to
preserve the rights and dignity of the temple of Apollo at
Delphi. The Amphiktyonic Council also presided over the
Pythian games. During the Persian wars in the fifth cen-
tury B. C., when there arose between the Grecian cities other
and stronger political ties, this council became useless ; and
in the following century, during the decline of Grecian
freedom, Philip, king of Macedon, used it as a means of
furthering his views. But the council especially flourished
during the first historic ages, when it also took cognizance
of many important questions.

Oracles.

From the earliest ages the Greeks were accustomed to
attribute a religious significance to whatever was rare or
exceptional in the phenomena of the physical world. Not
only earthquakes, eclipses of the sun and moon, peals of
thunder, and violent flashes of lightning, all which things
were called “signs from Zeus,” but also dreams, sounds in
the air, peculiarities in the flight or cries of birds, the various
shapes assumed by fire, flame, smoke, or the fumes of frank-
incense, and the flowing of wine poured out from a goblet,
were invested with a sacred character, and considered as har-
bingers of future events. The interpretation of omens con-
stituted the art of divination, which exercised a decided influ-
ence on the public and private life of the people. Especially
was it customary for the priests or soothsayers attentively to
observe the condition of the victim at different stages of the



EASTERN PROVINCES. 43

sacrifice, and to draw inferences therefrom as to the good or
ill will of the god to whom the offering was made. Hence
in every undertaking, on the eve of an expedition or of a
battle, a victim was offered to the gods, and in its mangled
and convulsed entrails was sought some sign or token of the
result. Yet it must not be supposed that all the Greeks
were blind slaves of superstition. Only the ignorant popu-
lace really believed in these divinations. The more intel-
ligent were convinced of their futility, but practiced the
ceremony, partly as a matter of form handed down from
their forefathers, and partly as a means of producing an im-
pression on the multitade. When Polydamas, in the Iliad,
wishing to dissuade Hector from engaging in combat with
the Greeks, adduced the evidence of a most “terrible ora-
cle,” the hero replied, “ Our best omen is to fight for our
country ”’; and this was the prevailing motive, not only among
the Homeric heroes, but also with the great men of the his-
toric period of Greece.

It was further believed that the gods sometimes vouch-
safed to certain favored mortals a knowledge of the future ;
sometimes granting it as a perpetual gift to particular indi-
viduals, or to certain noble houses, with the right of impart-
ing it to their successors—sometimes bestowing it upon some
definite place supposed to be sanctified by the perpetual pres-
ence of a god. Such a spot was said to be the seat of an
“oracle.” Many oracles existed in Greece : the most ancient
at Dodona, a city of Epirus, where Zeus himself announced
his decisions ; the most famous and important at Delphi
in Phokis, dedicated to Apollo, who was regarded as the
interpreter of the will of Zeus, and the dispenser of his
prognostic power.

This oracle is to be referred to a period long before the
beginning of the historic age. By its influence the Spartans
were induced to accept the laws of Lykurgus, and by its
direct order Hellenio colonies were established on the distant
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coasts of Italy and Sicily as early as the eighth century B. c.
The plain of Parnassus, on which the temple was situated,
was called Pytho, whence Apollo was surnamed the Pythian,
and the priestess that delivered the oracle was called Pythia ;
for a like reason the games that were there celebrated in
honor of the god were known as the Pythian games. The
oracle especially flourished during the first historic ages up
to the time of the Persian wars, its popularity resulting
partly from its situation in the midst of the Hellenic world,
whence it was considered as the middle point of the earth,
and partly from the fact that it was one of the annual meet-
ing-places of the Amphiktyonic Council.

The Spartans, who during the sixth century B. c. acquired
great influence both within and without Greece, took this
oracle under their own protection. Not only Greeks, but
also Lydians, Phrygians, and other nations of Asia, as well as
Egyptians and Romans, thronged to it, so that this sanctuary
finally became not merely of Panhellenic but of universal im-
portance. When in the year 548 B. c. the temple was burned,
it was rebuilt, under the auspices of the illustrious Athenian
family of the Alkmsonide, by contributions received from
all parts of Greece, as well as from many foreign cities. The
donations reached an aggregate of three hundred silver
talents—more than three hundred thousand dollars in our
money—a very large sum in proportion to the accumulated
wealth of the age. During the most flourishing period of
Hellenism, the riches of this temple amounted to ten thou-
sand talents, or more than ten millions of American dollars.

The prophetic power of the god at Delphi was manifested
through certain persons, who ascended a tripod in the tem-
ple, and breathed a vapor rising from a chasm in the earth.
This mystic vapor threw them into a frenzy, during which
abnormal condition of mind they possessed a supernatural
insight into the past, the present, and the future. The same
effect was also produced by drinking the water of a spring
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called Kassotis, situated in the innermost part of the temple.
In earlier times the oracular responses were delivered by
whomsoever happened to ascend the tripod, but at a later
period by a maiden especially educated for this purpose.
The first priestess who performed these functions was named
Phemonod, and was said to have been a daughter of Apollo
himself. In still later years it was deemed more expedient
to intrust the office of Pythia to a woman over fifty years
of age. Finally, three were chosen. Not only were three
days of fasting regarded as a necessary preparation for the
divine office, but also a bath in a fountain near the temple,
whose waters were supposed to possess the peculiar frenzy-
producing power. Afterward the Pythia, having been fumi-
gated by the burning of bay-leaves and barley, in plain attire
entered the temple. Then, drinking of the water of the
spring, she ascended the sacred tripod, whereupon the strange
frenzy seized her, in some cases becoming so violent that its
effects proved fatal. Whatever she uttered in this spasmodic
state was reported to the worshipers by the priests, who
took the liberty of altering or modifying the words as they
thought best. Generally the responses were delivered in
metrical form, and for their preparation special poets were
retained in the service of the god.

The management of the temple was intrusted to ﬁve men,
chosen for life, one from each of the five tribes into which
the noble families of Delphi were divided—the so-called
Deukalionidse. Thus was conducted the famous oracle at
Delphi, which exercised so vast an influence over the public
affairs of Greece. The reader will perhaps wonder how the
oracle sustained its reputation for so many centuries, in view
of the fact that its responses must frequently have lacked
verification. It is not difficult to explain this. In the first
place, many of these oracular answers contained nothing more
than a simple piece of advice, as the response once given to
the Laced®monians, “to let go the suppliant of the Itho-



46 THE DAWN OF HISTORY.

mean Zeus” ; or as the reply to Solon, “to sacrifice to the
heroes of Salamis.” Many of the responses proved true by
chance, and not a few were so ambiguous that the Pythia
would be justified, no matter what the result. For instance,
when the Lacedsemonians, toward the beginning of the
Peloponnesian war, asked the god ¢ whether it were best to
fight?” the Pythia answered, “ You will obtain victory if
you fight with all your might.” On another occasion the
oracle told Kallistratus “to return to Athens and obtain
what was lawful ”; which answer might mean either that
he would be acquitted or that he would be condemned, and
the latter was the fortune that befell him. Finally, it must
be borne in mind that the faith of the worshipers at the
shrine of the oracle was so intense that it often survived the
shock of repeated disappointments.

First Sacred War.

The temple of Apollo, which was much older than the
city of Delphi, was situated on the south side of Mount Par-
nassus, two thousand feet above the level of the sea, on the
site of the present village of Kastri. Near the temple, at an
almost equal height, upon a steep eminence of the mountain,
lay the Phokian city of Krissa, above which towered the
rocks called the Phsedriades. The city itself almost overhung
the deep chasm through which ran the river Pleistus. The
ruins at the spot, called “ Agia Tessara-Konta,” are consid-
ered to be the remnants of this city. On the opposite side
of the Pleistus rises Mount Kirphis, which, extending toward
the south, penetrates into the Corinthian Gulf. Into this
gulf the river empties after flowing though the broad Kris-
szan plain, which stretches away on the west as far as the
Lokrian city of Amphissa. Mount Kirphis is least fertile on
its eastern slope, nearest to the city and harbor of Kirrha. Of
these three cities, Delphi, Krissa, and Kirrha, the first and
the third were formerly unimportant, but Krissa seems tohave
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been great and powerful at an early period. The temple at
Delphi was chiefly under its jurisdiction, so that it derived a
large revenue from the worshipers who flocked thither. At
a later period the harbor of Kirrha underwent considerable
increase in size, and drew to itself much commerce, causing
thereby a corresponding decrease in the prosperity of the
neighboring city. Meanwhile, those managing the affairs of
the oracle at Delphi, seeing a city growing up around the
temple, conceived the idea of becoming the sole masters of
the sanctuary. A clash with the interests of Kirrha was in-
evitable, and the strife was hastened by unjust acts on the
part of the Kirrheeans, especially a heavy tribute imposed by
them on those who came to the temple by way of the sea.
Such was the state of affairs in 595 B. c., when the Amphik-
tyonic Council, on the proposition of the famous Athenian
lawgiver Solon, decided to punish the Kirrhseans. A war
of ten years’ duration resulted (595-585), the so-called * first
sacred war,” in which the party of the Amphiktyonic Coun-
cil, through the assistance of the Thessalians, the Sikyonians,
and the Athenians, was at last victorious. Kirrha fought
bravely until shut off from the sea by the naval force of
Kleisthenes, king of Sikyon ; even after the city was cap-
tured its inhabitants continued the war upon Mount Kirphis.
Finally they were subdued ; their city was utterly destroyed,
or, at the most, continued to exist merely as a landing-place
for the worshipers ; all the surrounding plain was dedicated
to the Delphian god, and curses were pronounced upon any
one who should cultivate it. Thus this rich plain, which at
the present day is thickly planted with olive-trees, was con-
demned to remain untilled and to be used only for pasture.
This determination was not so ill-advised as might at first
appear ; for numerous animals were required for sacrifice at
the shrine of Delphi, and those who raised them derived
great profits from sales to the worshipers. Moreover, the
prohibition against the cultivation of the plain prevented the
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rise of other great seaports on that coast in the place of the
destroyed Kirrha. The subsequent fate of Krissa is not
known, but it is certain that Delphi thenceforth remained an
independent city.

This war is an event worthy of special note, because now,
for the first and perhaps the only time in Hellenic history, a
common council of the Greeks, in which the participants
held the same rights and an equal voice, undertook a war of
sach long duration to enforce the fulfillment of their own
decision. After this event the most prominent of the Hel-
lenic cities continued to act in common, and became united
by another link, the ‘“hegemonia,” by virtue of which a con-
federation of cities acknowledged the leadership and authori-
ty of some one of their number more powerful than the rest.
Finally, this sacred war led to another result not less memo-
rable, namely, that the victorious allies made use of the
plunder they derived from Kirrha in instituting the Pythian
games.

Festivals.

The Greeks were wont to enliven their religious festivals
with musical, poetical, literary, and, above all, gymnastic
contests. Of these festivals the most celebrated were the
Olympic, the Pythian, the Isthmian, and the Nemean, to
which competitors from all parts of Greece resorted and took
part in the games connected with them. The Olympic
games were by far the most important ; next to them came
the Pythian, held in honor of Apollo, and devoted to musi-
cal contests only. Originally these latter took place every
eight years, but subsequently the period was shortened to
four years, The first celebration occurred in 586 . c., on
which occasion very valuable presents were given to the
victor; but thereafter the prize consisted merely of a garland
of bay-leaves, valued, however, as the highest mark of dis-
tinction that could be conferred on a mortal. Even kings
and princes eagerly resorted to the games to contend for
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this honorary prize; among other royal contestants was
Kleisthenes, the wealthy and powerful monarch of Sikyon,
who took part in the second Pythian celebration and was
proclaimed victor.

The little district of Phokis accordingly, though a state of
slight political influence, could boast of three of the most re-
nowned institutions of ancient Greece—the oracle at Delphi,
the Pythian games, and, in part at least, the Amphiktyonic
Council. On the other hand, Beeotia, though possessing none
of these Panhellenic institutions, is a much more important fac-
tor in Grecian history.

Beeotia.

Beeotia lay on the northern side of the Corinthian Gulf,
between Lokris on the northwest and Attica on the south-
east, and contained twelve or thirteen free cities oligarchically
governed, the most important of which was Thebes. These
cities formed a sort of union, in which the strongest of them
exercised the main authority and held the smaller under its
dominion. The affairs of the Beeotian union were presided
over by a common council called the “Pambeotia,” or the
united Beeotians, composed of rulers called “ Beeotarchi,” who
were chosen yearly. But the Beeotian union was virtually a
plastic instrument in the hands of the Thebans, who, al-
though they never actually deprived the other cities of their
liberty, yet controlled them as they chose. Little is known
about the internal regulations of these towns. Some meager
facts have been handed down to us concerning a very an-
cient lawgiver of Thebes named Philolaus, a Corinthian by
birth, and a member of the aristocratic family of the Bac-
chiada, then ruling over Corinth. He was a friend also of
the Corinthian Diokles, who was famous for his personal
beauty, and also for his victory in the Olympic games.
Diokles, having taken offense at his countrymen, abandoned
Corinth for ever, and established himself at Thebes, whither
his friend Philolaus followed him, and where both lived and
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died together, During his sojourn at Thebes, Philolaus was
requested to draw up a code of laws for that city; for it was
not an uncommon thing for the citizens of one state to choose
some eminent citizen of another as their lawgiver or as referee
in their disputes. The legislation of Philolaus was one of
the first attempts made in Greece to regulate by strict laws
the natural impulses and peculiarities of the heroic times.
One law of the Thebans was, that no man should be chosen
to rule over the city unless he had retired from every kind
of mercantile traffic for ten years—a law enacted from no
spirit of hostility to commerce, but probably to prevent
affairs of state from becoming subservient to private inter-
ests. Another fact worthy of note is, that toward the end
of the sixth century B. c. the government of the Thebans
had fallen into the hands of a few powerful citizens; at a
later period, the Thebans sought to justify themselves for
having taken sides against Greece during the Persian inva-
gion, on the ground that the action was not a popular move-
ment on their part; but a course compelled by the decision
of their oligarchical government. The wealth of the aris-
tocracy of Thebes consisted largely in horses, and the Thebans
are frequently referred to by the poets as excelling in horse-
manship and charioteering. The same was the case at Or-
chomenus and Lebadia, insomuch that it was said of these
cities that “the horse ruled there,” that is, that their govern-
ments were aristocratic. In this connection Aristotle says:
“During the old times, in whatever cities the military force
chiefly consisted in cavalry, there the government was that
of the few.”

The government and the customs prevalent in Beeotia
bore a certain analogy with those of the Thessalian horse-
rearing, oligarchical institutions; and an unrestrained and
somewhat profligate mode of life characterized both coun-
tries. No other branch of the Hellenic race was in such
evil repute throughout Greece as the Buotian, their very
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name becoming a synonym for brutishness and ignorance.
The great poet Pindar, himself a Theban, has preserved for us
that famous adage, “a Beeotian pig,” by which the manners
of his fellow citizens were stigmatized. They were also
accused of being ‘impudent, insulting, and haughty, quar-
relsome and indifferent to foreigners—despisers of every
right, paying no respect to justice, and prone to violence.”
The strangest thing of all is, that to every particular Beotian
city was attributed preéminently some separate form of wick-
edness: to Oropus, “dishonesty and bad faith ”; to Tanagra,
“envy ”; to Thespis, “contentiousness”; to Thebes, “inso-
lence”; to Anthedon, ¢ greediness”; to Koroneia, “curios-
ity ”; to Platsa, “ haughtiness ”; to Haliartus, “stupidity ”;
and when the whole catalogue of moral defects seemed to
have been exhausted, and none remained to be attributed to
Onchestus, that city was accused of being the abode of the
“intermittent fever.” Nevertheless, one of these cities, and
perhaps the most calumniated of all, gave birth to the most
lofty and sympathetic lyric poet the world has ever seen.
Pindar, who was born at Thebes B. c. 522, not only cele-
brated in his verses the Panhellenic games and the heroes
of Marathon, but amid his songs of victory breathed forth
from his poems a mild and gentle melancholy that reminds
us of the Christian strains of modern Europe, and is totally
at variance with the rudeness popularly attributed to the
Beotians. Again, in Tanagra, another Bmotian city, was
born Korinna, the teacher and adviser of Pindar ; and though
very few of her verses have come down to us, her glory as a
poetess is none the less immortal.

Notwithstanding the many points of similarity between
the Beeotian and Thessalian oligarchies, the former did not
partake of the anarchic and un-Hellenic character of the
latter. Inthe Beeotian governments the lower classes do not
appear to have been destitute of certain legal rights. The
hoplites of Baotia were always among the most renowned
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of Greece. Thebes produced men of whom Athens herself
might justly have been proud—Pelopidas, Gorgidas, Mellon,
and, above all, Epaminondas, who may perhaps be considered
the greatest statesman and warrior of Greece. Whence, then,
that peculiar and steadfast abuse of the Baotians?

The truth is, that the Baeotians, besides their natural
roughness of character, bore the stigma of having sided with
the Persians during the invasion of Greece by Xerxes.
Other Greeks had done the same ; but some, like the Thes-
salians, were not then considered an essential part of the
Hellenic world, so that they drew upon themselves less at-
_ tention. Moreover, the Beotians, and especially the The-
bans, were often at enmity with the neighboring city of the
Athenians, whose plans.they thwarted, and thus drew upon
themselves the wrath of a people that sometimes made un-
just use of its intellectual supremacy in Greece.

Perhaps Demosthenes, when he accused the Thebans of
ruthlessness and stupidity, of cruelty and craftiness, should
have remembered that no Athenian poet ever praised Ath-
ens in more magnificent strains than the Theban Pindar :
“O brilliant and violet-crowned city, famous in song, the
bulwark of Hellas, glorious, divine Athens!” And the same
poet also compliments the Athenians for having laid the
groundwork of Hellenic liberty at the battle of Artemisium.
Thrasybulus, who at a later period put an end to the rule
of the thirty tyrants at Athens, was also of Theban descent.
But the gratitude of nations often fades before that of
individuals ; and the Athenian antipathy toward Thebes was
strong, owing to the almost incessant strife between the two
cities.

Platea.

Thebes was always cruelly disposed toward the other cit-
ies of the Baotian union; wherefore the Plateans, about 510
B. C., resolved to secede from that confederacy. Kleomenes,
king of Sparta, happened at that time to pass near Plataea
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on his return homeward from Athens. The Plat®ans, there-
fore, seizing this opportunity, sought the assistance of the
Spartans, offering to deliver themselves and their city to
them. But Kleomenes, not deeming it advantageous to ac-
cept, advised them to apply to the Athenians, who from
their proximity could assist them more easily. This advice
was prompted by his desire that Athens should be weakened
by a war with Thebes.

The Plateans sent an embassy to Athens, and the ambas-
sadors, arriving at that city while a public sacrifice was being
performed, took their seats as suppliants at the altar and im-
plored assistance against Thebes. Such a request could not
well be refused, and the Athenians promised their protection.

In consequence of this measure, Thebes sent an army
against Platea, and the Athenians were obliged to march to
the assistance of their new allies. Both parties accepting
the mediation of the Corinthians, it was decided that the
Thebans had no right to use violence toward a city wishing
to withdraw from the Baotian union. The Thebans, unwill-
ing to abide by the decision, suddenly attacked the Atheni-
ans on their homeward march, but were utterly defeated ;
and by way of punishment for this faithlessness, the Atheni-
ans bestowed upon’tie Pldtieans Yhut: pphtior of the territory
of Thebes that lay‘sgutly of the'Asbpur, * © °

Thus was consymamated: the alliance of- Atkens and Pla-
tea, which brouglt about ni&ng 1tnport*ant Fe3ults, but in the
end did not suffice to protect Platsa from the terrible ven-
geance of Thebes.

CHAPTER IL
WESTERN PROVINCES,

Ox the western side of the Hellenic peninsula lay Atolia,
Akarnania, and Epirus, whose people took no active part in
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Hellenic history until a very late period. The Atolians,
indeed, who were divided into many tribes, achieved some
prominence during the heroic age, and also took part in the
descent of the Herakleids into the Peloponnesus ; but dur-
ing the historic times they relapsed into obscurity, and had
no relations with the remaining Greeks prior to the Pelopon-
nesian war. They were remarkable for the coarseness of
their customs, and even as late as the end of the fifth cen-
tury B. c. Thucydides mentions them as not inhabiting
cities, but dwelling in unwalled hamlets ; and it was further
said that they spoke an unintelligible language, and ate raw
meat.

The Akarnanians are not even mentioned by Homer, and
remained like the Altolians aloof from the Greeks until the
Peloponnesian war. They were, nevertheless, Greeks by
race, and as such were admitted to the Panhellenic games,
in which only Greeks had a right to take part.

Epirus was inhabited by several tribes, the most impor-
tant of which were the Chaonians, Thesprotians, Kassopaans,
and Molossians. Herodotus calls the two last-mentioned
tribes Greeks, but Thucydides considers them as barbarians.
Strabo, a famous geographer who flourished about the be-
ginning of theChridtiam era, terms :the Athamanes, another
Epirotic people,”* barbariansy” while.Plato enumerates them
among the Hellenic.tribes. ..There.is nodoybt that Epirus was
inhabited by péagie: :hmn.g the same {anghage, descent, and
religion with the remaining inhabitants of Greece. Accord-
ing to Aristotle, the 1and of Thesprotia, in the neighborhood
of Dodona, was the most ancient seat of the Hellenic race,
and bore the name of Hellas before any other part of the
country. The royal family of the Molossians boasted that
they were descended from Achilles and Neoptolemus ; and
the Thessalians, according to ancient tradition, came from
Epirus. But the most evident proof of the Hellenic char-
acter of the Epirots is the fact that the oracle of Dodona
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was famous both in the time of Homer and in later ages.
In this oracle Zeus manifested himself directly, not through
the medium of Apollo, as at Delphi. Although the latter
oracle afterward overshadowed that at Dodona, yet this
continued to be held in honor, not only by the Epirots,
but by the Athenians, as late as the fourth century B. c.
For these reasons Epirus must be regarded as an Hellenic
country, especially since many names of Epirotic cities, as
Chimsra, Charadra, and Panormus, were of a decidedly
Hellenic character. Even.to the present day Epirus has re-
mained one of the prominent altars, so to speak, of Hel-
lenism.

CHAPTER IIL

THE PELOPONNESUS.

General Account.

THE extreme southern part of Greece forms a penin-
sula, connected with the mainland by the narrow isthmus of
Corinth, and traversed from north to south by two rugged
ranges of mountains radiating from Mount Pindus. In an-
cient times this peninsula was divided into six important
political divisions, Of these the most easterly was Argolis.
Bordering on the western coast lay the countries of Elis and
Messenia ; on the north, along the gulf of Corinth, stretched
the land of Achaia ; and the districts of Arkadia and Laco-
nia occupied the remainder of the peninsula,

Arkadia, the only one of these divisions that lies wholly
inland, is surrounded by a ring of mountains, forming a
natural wall separating it from the rest of the Peloponnesus.
The principal river of the peninsula, the Alpheius, which de-
scends into the Jonian Sea through the only gap that occurs
in the western mountain-range, is one of the most remark-
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able in the world, not from its size, but from the fact that,
in its windings through the valleys of Arkadia, it sometimes
disappears underground and again reappears at the surface
farther on. The mountains, being mostly of volcanic forma-
tion, have many subterranean chasms, in which the rivers
not unfrequently lose themselves and afterward reappear in
another place ; so that it is not always easy to determine
their real source. Such is particularly the case with the
Alpheius, and also with the Eurotas, another well-known
river of Laconia.

On the eastern side of Arkadia stretches forth the land
of Argeia, forming an almost quadrangular peninsula attached
to the Peloponnesus. 'When we enter Argeia by way of the
isthmus, we leave on the right, toward the Corinthian Gulf,
the small state of Sikyonia, and on the left, toward the Sa-
ronic Gulf, the much larger territory of Corinth, the latter
extending as far eastward as the boundaries of Megaris,
which occupied the broadest and most mountainous part of
the isthmus. Sikyonia possessed many inland valleys, and
shared with Corinth a large plain of proverbial fertility skirt-
ing the sea-coast.

On the northeastern side of the Argolic peninsula was
situated Epidauria, possessing a level tract of coast-land,
and also some small fertile valleys, one of which was dedi-
cated to the worship of Asklepius, the god of medicine.
Opposite Epidauria was the island of Agina, and farther
toward the entrance of the Saronic Gulf the fertile plain of
Treezen. Finally, from the head of the Argolie Gulf stretches
a plain about five miles in length and two and a half miles
in breadth, surrounded on the sides by lofty mountains and
only open toward the sea. The western part of this plain,
where stood the city of Argos, is much lower and more
humid than the eastern part, where Mykens and Tiryns
flourished in prehistoric times. The small country of Ky-
nuria, lying at the entrance of the Argolic Gulf on its west-
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ern shore, gave rise to many disputes between Argos and
Sparta, and in the most glorious period of ancient Greece
belonged to the latter nation, and formed part of Laconia.

Such in brief were the divisions of the Peloponnesus, the
inhabitants of which during the historic ages differed ma-
terially from those of an earlier time.

The Arkadians, during the heroic times, were the most
powerful of all the nations dwelling in this peninsula, and
possessed all the eastern and southern portions. But dur-
ing the early historic times the southwestern and the eastern
portions of the Peloponnesus were in the possession of the
hardy Dorians, who are nowhere mentioned in the Iliad ;
and, instead of the Epeians, we find in Elis a people said to
be descended from the Atolians, while the Achsans were
crowded up into the northern part of the peninsula, which
thenceforth was from them called Achaia; the Arkadians
alone occupied their ancient habitations in the middle of the
Peloponnesus. How was this change of things brought
about ? The ancients attribute it to the great event known
as the “descent of the Herakleids,” the date of which Thu-
cydides fixes as eighty years after the capture of Troy. They
relate that Herakles and Eurystheus were both descendants
of Perseus, the famous king of Tiryns; but after the death of
Herakles, Eurystheus drove from their country the children
of that hero, and compelled them to seek refuge beyond the
Peloponnesus. Hyllus, son of Herakles, made, from Athens
a8 a base of operations, an unsuccessful attempt to recover
his paternal domain. After his death, the Herakleids went
over to the Dorians, and emigrated with them from Thessaly
into Doris. At a later period Temenus, Kresphontes, and
Aristodemus, the great-grandchildren of Hyllus, renewed
the attempt, and, assisted by the Dorians and the Atolians,
they were finally successful. They invaded the- Pelopon-
nesus, not by way of the isthmus, as their ancestor Hyllus
had done, but by transporting their forces directly across

~
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the gulf of Corinth. Their allies, the Ozolian Lokrians,
permitted them to make use of one of their harbors, in which
they constructed a number of ships, and which thenceforth
bore the name of Naupaktus. Thence they crossed over to
the opposite coast, and joined battle with the most powerful
of the rulers of the peninsula, Tisamenus, son of Orestes
and grandson of Agamemnon. Tisamenus was defeated, and
the Dorians, having thus become masters of the Peloponne-
sus, decided upon a new division of the country. The fertile
land of Elis was allotted to the Atolians; Argos became
the share of Temenus ; Messene fell to Kresphontes ; and,
since Aristodemus had died in the course of the campaign,
Sparta was turned over to his two sons, Eurysthenes and
Prokles, whence it became the custom for Sparta to be ruled
by two kings, respectively descended from these two broth-
ers. The Ach®ans, being thus dissevered from the remain-
der of the peninsula, took refuge in the northern part, on the
shore of the Corinthian Gulf, established themselves there,
and compelled the Ionians who had hitherto inhabited those
parts to emigrate to their relatives the Athenians.

This conquest of the Peloponnesus by the descendants of
Herakles, belonging to the mythical period, is not without a
certain historic foundation, as is sufficiently indicated by the
peculiar condition of affairs in that peninsula when authen-
tic records begin. But the tradition that the Dorians, start-
ing from one point, and in the course of one short campaign,
effected a complete conquest of the peninsula, is altogether
inadmissible in the face of the well-authenticated fact that,
as late as the eighth century B. c., large portions of Messenia
and Laconia were still unsubdued by them. The truth seems
to be that the conquerors, entering the country at different
times and by various routes, gradually worked their way on-
ward, and finally, in the course of a couple of centuries,
became masters of the soil. Hence it is that at the dawn
of the historic period we find the Dorians the ruling race in
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the Peloponnesus, and the real or reputed descendants of
Herakles exercising the royal power in all the principal
states of that important section of Greece.

Argos— Olympic Games.

Of these states, the most prominent during the earliest
historic age were those constituting the Argeian confederacy,
whose dominion extended along the entire eastern coast as
far as Malea, and embraced all the islands between Kythera
and Aigina, and whose bond of union was a sort of Amphik-
tyonic Council under the auspices of the Argeian Apollo.
This confederation especially flourished in the eighth cen-
tury B. c., when the Messenians called upon it to act as um-
pire in a dispute between themselves and the Spartans. In
the middle and latter part of the same century its power was
still further extended by the efforts of Pheidon, king of Ar-
gos, who was a lineal descendant of Temenus, and is said to
have overstepped the constitutional limits of his power and
to have made himself absolute ruler of the state, whence he
was called a “tyrant.” Pheidon, having increased his author-
ity at home and established the presidency of Argos over
this Amphiktyonic Council, attempted to spread his rule
over the whole peninsula. He could not obtain possession
of Corinth, but he deprived the Eleians of the presidency
of the Olympic games, and held it for some time in his own
hands.

It is not known exactly when these games, which afterward
became the most famous in Greece, first began to be cele-
brated. They are as hard to trace to their original source as
are the rivers of the Peloponnesus, which alternately disap-
pear beneath the mountains and again reappear. Popular
tradition referred their origin to Herakles, and, since from
the earliest times they were celebrated at Olympia in Pisatis,
the inhabitants of that emall territory claimed to have been
the founders ; but the presidency passed over into the hands
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of the Atolians of Elis when the latter became possessors of
the neighboring Pisatis. The Olympic games, like the Pyth-
ian, were celebrated once every four years, at the first full
moon after the summer solstice, but not in the same year as
the Pythian, which took place every third Olympic year.
Originally the games consisted simply of foot-races. From
the year 776 B. c. the names of the victors were recorded in
an official catalogue preserved thenceforth regularly by the
Eleians. The first name written therein was that of the Eleian
Korebus. This catalogue became very valuable, not only as
the first complete written document of ancient Greece, but
also because the later Grecian historians, recognizing the
necesgity for a common chronological system in place of
the numerous and conflicting local calendars in vogue, had
recourse to the quadrennial Olympic periods as a universally
understood method of reckoning time. In describing any
event, they would specify that it took place in the first, sec-
ond, third, or fourth year of such an Olympiad. But the
Olympic games produced other results even more important.
Until the seventh Olympiad the victors received their prizes
in money, but from that time forward the reward was a
wreath or crown of olive, which is one among the many
proofs of the natural nobility and lofty soul of the Hellenic
people, prizing so highly as they did this mere honorary dis-
tinction. These games began to acquire great celebrity from
the fourteenth Olympiad onward. Up to that time only one
contest took place—the simple foot-race ; but then a sec-
ond was introduced, the so-called “double course ”—that
is to say, from the beginning to the end of the race-course
and back again. In the following Olympiad, 720 =.c.,
the contests were still further increased, and men thronged
to take part in them, not only from Greece, but even from
Asia Minor. At the eighteenth celebration wrestling was
added, as well as the “ pentathlon” (contest of the five exer-
cises—leaping, quoit-throwing, running, wrestling, and hurl-
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ing the javelin). At the twenty-third celebration, 688 B. c.,
boxing was added, and at the twenty-fifth four-horse char-
iot-races were introduced. - This last addition tended to ren-
der the games much more brilliant and attractive, for the
richest of the Greeks now entered into the contest, and vied
with one another in displaying the finest horses and in hir-
ing the most expert charioteers. A victory in the Olympic
chariot-races was one of the highest honors that could fall to
the lot of a citizen of any Grecian state. Herodotus, in
enumerating the merits of an eminent man, sometimes makes
special mention of the honorable fact that “he was crowned
victor in the four-horse chariot-race.” As time advanced,
the games were still further multiplied, but as yet were all
celebrated in one day.

After,the seventy-seventh Olympiad, 472 B. c., immedi-
ately following the decisive victory of the Greeks over the
Persians, the national enthusiasm was so intensely aroused
that it demanded an extension of this great Panhellenic fes-
tival, and thenceforward the games lasted four days. Be-
tween 540 and 420 was the period of the most distinguished
Olympic conquerors. Then flourished Milo, the famous
athlete of Kroton, a Greek city in Italy. Milo obtained
his first victory at the games while yet a child. On be-
coming of age he was proclaimed victor in a wrestling-
match at Olympia, and he received the victor’s crown oft-
ener than any other athlete ; for not only did he frequent-
ly conquer at Olympia, but also six times at the Pythian,
nine times at the Nemean, and ten times at the Isthmian
games. Exenetus of Agrigentum, a city of Sicily, also ob-
tained the victor’s crown, and on returning to his native
country was received by a procession in which there were
three hundred white horses. It was about the fifty-ninth
Olympiad that statues of the victors began to be erected at
Olympia, the number of which was continually increased:
from yesr4to year, and added greatly to the beauty of the
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place. When we consider that Olympia was exceedingly
rich in other works of art of all kinds, as magnificent tem-
Ples, altars and statues of the gods composed of bronze, sil-
ver, gold, and ivory, and that it was a most enchanting place
in its natural features, we need not be surprised that it came
to be considered one of the wonders of the universe, in every
way worthy of that gifted race which thronged thither to
celebrate the most glorious of its national festivals. Espe-
cially was the visitor astounded at the magnificence of the
temple of Olympian Zeus, and of the statue of that god con-
tained in it. This statue was wrought of ivory and gold .
about the eighty-sixth Olympiad by Pheidias the Athenian,
the most famous sculptor of ancient times. It was a com-
mon saying of the ancients concerning this masterpiece,
¢ Either the god came from heaven for the purpose of show-
ing a statue to Pheidias, or Pheidias ascended in_ order to
see the god ”—so sublimely did the artist depict the divine
greatness.

About the year 748 B. c. the Argeian tyrant Pheidon
attempted to extend the supremacy of the Olympian plain
as far as the western section of the Peloponnesus, in pursuit
of which object he especially availed himself of the jealousy
of the inhabitants of Pisatis toward those of Elis. By the
express invitation of the Pisate, the king of the Argeians
came to Olympia and presided with them over the celebra-
tion of the games, on the ground that he himself was a de-
scendant of Herakles. The inhabitants of Elis, thus for-
cibly deprived of the presidency, refused to inscribe in the
catalogue kept by them the name of the victor at this cele-
bration. But this humiliation of the Elians was not of long
duration ; for the Spartans, who meanwhile, by virtue of
their admirably constituted system of government, which
had been in operation since the end of the ninth century,
had greatly increased their national power, defeated Pheidon,
restored to the Eleians the presidency of the games, and



THE PELOPONNESUS. 63

bestowed upon them the sovereignty of both Pisatis and
Triphylia.

Notwithstanding this severe check in western Pelopon-
nesus, the power of Pheidon became on the eastern side
much more solid and glorious. He was the first of the Greeks
that coined copper and silver money, which circulated not
only in the Peloponnesus, but throughout nearly all Greece.
He was also the first to introduce a regular system of weights
and measures, which in honor of him were called Pheido-
nian. These events clearly indicate the great power and
supremacy of the Argolic union during the eighth century
B. C., and the cities of this confederacy established many col-
onies on the southern islands of the Agean Sea, in the south-
west corner of Asia Minor, and elsewhere, *

After the time of Pheidon the Argolic confederacy un-
derwent a rapid decline. As early as the end of the sev-
enth century B. ¢. or the beginning of the sixth, the Spartans
deprived it of the greater part of the western coast of the
gulf of Argolis ; and afterward the Sikyonians and the Agi-
netans revolted. Notwithstanding these losses, Argos long
preserved her right of supremacy over the peninsula of Ar-
golis and in the Peloponnesus; but this authority, unsus-
tained by the necessary power, gradually became weaker
and weaker. The Argolic confederation was composed of
numerous autonomous or free cities, which, like all the
Greek states, were jealous of their independence, and not
inclined to surrender a part of their rights to strengthen the
link that bound them together. A man of such ability, au-
thority, and energy as Pheidon appears to have been, could,
if supported by Argos, the most powerful and important of
these cities, have compelled the rest to recognize his suprem-
acy, and to form thus a strong centralized kingdom. But
no such man appeared after the time of Pheidon. The royal
power was nominally maintained at Argos as late as the
period of the Persian wars ; but the political authority had
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long before that time virtually passed into the hands of the
people.

The bond of union between the different cities of the
Argolic confederacy was in the course of time entirely
loosened. Several of them continued to prosper, especially
Sikyon, Agina, and Argos itself ; but, no longer united, they
were unable to present an effectual barrier against the en-
croachments of Sparta, whose political and military system
enabled her to subdue some of these cities, to humble others,
and by the sixth century B. c. to assume the supremacy over
the entire Peloponnesus.

The Spartan Constitution.

The ancients believed that the constitution of Sparta was
the work of the famous lawgiver Lykurgus, concerning whom
nothing definite is known. Even the period in which he
flourished is the subject of dispute, some placing it as early
a8 the beginning of the tenth and others as late as the end
of the ninth century B. c. But, since the constitution of
Sparta was of such a nature that it could not have been
established by the efforts or authority of any one man, the
particulars of the career of Lykurgus are of less historic
value than might at first be supposed.

From the earliest times we find three separate elements
in the government of Sparta : the gerusia (senate or coun-
cil of elders), the popular assembly, and the ‘“royal power,”
which in Sparta bad this peculiarity, that the throne was
shared by two kings reigning jointly, the one a descendant
of Eurysthenes, the other of Prokles, and both belonging to
the race of Herakleids. This double sovereignty, not found
anywhere else in ancient Greece, was established with the
hope that two kings, each with equal power, by reason of
the jealousy which would naturally exist between them,
would always be somewhat at variance, and therefore less
likely to conspire for the overthrow of the constitution. And,
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strange to say, for more than five hundred years no such
political crisis occurred in Sparta. Though possessing some
advantages, the plan had likewise those drawbacks which
are inseparable from a division of the highest authority ;
and perhaps Sparta mainly owed her stability to the vast
power vested in the ephors, who may be regarded as the
representatives of the popular assembly, and who were at
first perhaps merely the agents of the kings during their
absence in war.

Afterward the ephors constituted a self-existent and all-
powerful magistracy. They were five in number, any citi-
zen being eligible to the office, were chosen yearly, and were
responsible only to their successors for the manner in which
they conducted their office. Their orders were carried out
by a body of three hundred cavalry, chosen from among the
most energetic citizens. They punished the refractory with
fines and imprisonment, expelled from office any magistrate
they pleased, and assembled the military force in time of war.

Although the king had the highest command, two ephors
always accompanied the army, and on mere suspicion could
even arrest him. They also decided matters of private liti-
gation, not in accordance with written laws, of which there
were very few in force at Sparta, but in accordance with
their own will and judgment. It was only in the most
weighty affairs of government that they consulted the pop-
ular assembly or the gerusia. Accordingly, the power of
the kings wag much restricted, though they still preserved
important rights. Each was entitled to a vote in the
gerusia, and the distinction which they enjoyed was also
very great from their being descended from Herakles, the
son of Zeus. Accordingly, the kings represented the city in
all its relations to the gods ; they were the priests of “Zeus
Lacedemon ” and of ¢ Zeus Uranios,” and offered the month-
ly sacrifice by which the gods were rendered propitious to
Sparta. They were, indeed, the august protectors of the
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social life of the nation, the highest officers of religion, and
the living representatives of the divine race of the Heraklei-
dee, the link that bound the city with the traditions of the
heroic period, but nothing more. Their political authority
was merely secondary, the ephors virtually holding the high-
est power.

The authority of the gerusia and of the popular assembly
was likewise but little. The gerusia was composed of the
two kings and of twenty-eight citizens, each chosen for life
and obliged to be at least sixty years of age.

The popular assembly was composed of all the citizens
who had passed their thirtieth year, and took part in the
common public meals or syssitia. The assembly had a voice
in all questions of peace and war, as well as in the enact-
ment of the very few laws that were from time to time added
to the Spartan constitution ; but its sessions were of rare oc-
currence and of slight importance. Nothing was proposed in
the assembly that had not been previously discussed in the
gerusia. The members of the gerusia were indeed chosen by
the assembly, but the manner in which they were selected
was in itself a sufficient indication of the limited power in the
hands of the people. In the first place, as Aristotle says, “the
brave, the good, were alone eligible,” and of these only such
ashad passed their sixtieth year. The election was held after
this manner: When the assembly was convened, the candi-
dates were shut up in a neighboring building, where they
could not see the voters, but could hear their shouts ; for to
elect by acclamation was the general custom at Sparta. They
were then introduced into the assembly separately, and as
each one appeared the shouts of the voters rose or fell in
proportion to the popularity of the individual, and the one
most boisterously applanded was considered chosen to the
position ; the decision of the question being in the hands of
certain scribes who were also shut up in a place close by, so
that they could hear but not see what was going on.
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Now, as the gerusia was composed of very old men, it is
evident that it could not form a strong barrier against the
political power of the ephors. No citizen could speak in
the assembly without first obtaining the permission of the
ephors. Hence, debates were unknown, and the proposi-
tions of the ephors were either at once accepted or rejected
by acclamation. This singularity is easily explained. The
Spartans were not fond of discussion, and their peculiar
system of education was such as to unfit them for it.
Thucydides, speaking of the illustrious Brasidas, remarks
with some contempt that, for a Lacedseemonian, he was “not
deficient in eloquence.” Even in that famous session of the
assembly in which the Peloponnesian war was decided on,
and in which, owing to the grave importance of the subject,
the decision was given by vote instead of by the usual cus-
tom of acclamation, no one seems to have spoken except the
king Archidamus and the ephor Sthenelaidas, the former of
whom advocated the postponement of the war and the latter
its immediate declaration.

Such, in brief, was the constitution of Sparta, which was
in reality nothing more nor less than a very narrow oligarchy,
preserving many traits of the Homeric age, the royalty, the
assembly of the old men, and the assembly of the people.

Social Life of Sparta.

From the earliest times we find the inhabitants of La-
conia divided into three classes: the Spartans, the Periceki
or “those dwelling around,” and the Helots. The Spartans,
mainly inhabiting the city of Sparta, composed the standing
army of the state, and were alone eligible to the public offices.
They had neither time nor inclination to occupy themselves
with agriculture, commerce, or industry, but subsisted from
the revenues of large estates cultivated for them by the
Helots, who received a portion of the produce for their labor.
Every Spartan was obliged to submit to the peculiar dis-
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cipline of the state, and to take part in the syssitia (public
dinners) kept up by the contributions of the citizens.

The Periceki were inhabitants of the other cities of Laco-
nia and not of Sparta, which city alone exercised general au-
thority over the affairs of the nation. They also served in
the army as hoplites, and in some instances were intrusted
with the highest commands. In a word, the Spartans were
the masters of Laconia, and the Perieki were their free
subjects.

The general appellation of Helots was common to the
entire slave population of the country, but was especially
applied to the farm-laborers. Some Helots served as domes-
tics, but they were few in comparison with the much greater
number engaged in agriculture. They cultivated the lands
of the Spartans, and perhaps also of the Periceki, with the
understanding that they should receive a share of the pro-
ceeds. They could not be sold out of the country, and
probably it was not the custom to sell them at all, in which
case their condition was superior to that of the Penestm
of Thessaly, to whom they bear a greater resemblance than
to the slaves of any other Grecian state. Like the Penestse,
they could acquire property of their own ; and it is related
that when Kleomenes III promised liberty to every Helot
who would pay five mine, six thousand Helots at once came
forward with the required sum, and the entire amount thus
obtained from them was five hundred talents. Finally, the
Helots, unlike some other classes of slaves, were allowed to
marry. Laconia was their native country and Greek their
native language, in which respects they formed a decided
contrast with the main bulk of the slave population elsewhere,
which was generally of foreign birth, or at least of foreign
descent. They possessed the consciousness of their Hellenic
descent, and an incessant yearning for liberty was one of
their most striking characteristics, insomuch that they proved
themselves a terrible foe to Sparta whenever favorable cir-
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cumstances induced them to revolt. According to Plutarch,
who quotes Aristotle as his authority, the ephors were ac-
customed every year, on taking possession of their office, to
declare war against the Helots in regular form, and to send
out into various parts of the country parties of young Spar-
tans, with instructions to murder the most robust and dan-
gerous of them. A policy so ill-advised could scarcely have
been adopted so often or by all the ephors; yet there can be
no doubt that thousands of Helots were murdered by infa-
mous means.

‘What, then, was the power which enabled Sparta to rise
to such exalted influence? The answer is to be sought in
the peculiar and wonderful Spartan discipline, by virtue of
which every citizen was a soldier, educated to the hardships
of war, blindly obedient to his commanders, knowing no
other pleasure, and indeed having no other occupation, than
to fight for his country. To bring about and maintain this
state of affairs was the end and aim of all the regulations of
the state. From the very hour of his birth, the young Spar-
tan was trained to be a warrior. The new-born infant was
at once examined by officers appointed for the purpose. If
robust and well formed, it was allowed to live; if weak or
sickly, it was at once destroyed, as yielding no promise of
developing into a brave and hardy soldier. Until the age
of seven the education of the children was intrusted to the
parents, who were obliged to bring them up in accordance
with public regulations, framed with a special view to pre-
vent the exercise of too great a degree of parental love.
From their seventh year they were subjected to a long and
arduous course of public discipline, which became more rigid
and severe as they advanced toward the age of puberty. To
this effect they were placed under the care of a public officer
called “paidonomos,” or the boy-trainer, who divided them
into divisions or squads, each of which was presided over by
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a youth of about twenty years of age distinguished for bra-
very and wisdom.

Instruction in art, science, or philosophy was unknown,
and few young Spartans could even read or write ; but they
all could run, leap, wrestle, throw the javelin, and use weapons
of every sort, with wonderful dexterity. From earliest child-
hood the young Spartan was inured to hardship and perse-
verance. His food was scanty, his apparel light, the same in
winter as in summer, his bed a bundle of reeds gathered with
his own hands from the banks of the Eurotas. Wounds were
inflicted upon him by his masters, not always as a punishment,
but often for the purpose of hardening him for the life and
occupation of a warrior. Even the dance was regarded as a
species of military discipline, and so regulated as to excite the
emulation of the citizens of every class and age. The chants
by which the dance was accompanied were either of a reli-
gious or of an heroic character. The Homeric songs were
especially esteemed by the Spartans, as were likewise those
of the Athenian poet Tyrtseus, who proved by his deeds that
he had within himself the fire of that bravery so highly ex-
tolled in his poems. On the other hand, the Parian poet
Archilochus was expelled from Sparta, and the citizens were
forbidden to read his poems, because he had said that it was
better to throw away one’s shield than to die. All these ex-
ercises tended to increase courage and enduraunce rather than
to develop the mind. To the same end the children were
taught to accustom themselves to short, pithy answers, and
hence the proverbial brevity of Spartan speech. It was
sought by these means, not to sharpen the wits of the young
men, but rather to accustom them to preserve a tranquil soul,
and to think and decide speedily. Above all, they were edu-
cated to be modest and obedient, to respect the aged, and to
venerate the government. The step and the eye of the young
Spartan, as Xenophon remarks, proclaimed his modesty and
wisdom. In the presence of his elders he was as modest as
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a maiden and as silent as a statue, unless a question was
addressed directly to him.

The education of the girls was somewhat analogous. They
publicly took part in gymnastic exercises very similar in char-
acter to those of the young men, and this discipline was im-
posed upon them in order to render them capable of bearing
children that would be likely to prove efficient soldiers.

The Spartan’s period of military service began with his
twentieth and ended with his sixtieth year. The armor in
which he fought was much like that of other Grecian sol-
diers, and differed little from the panoply of the heroio
times. His superiority in military tactics resulted from his
training and experience ; throughout his whole life he was
a soldier, while the citizens of other states devoted more
attention to agriculture, commerce, navigation, and intellec-
tual pursuits. Compared with him, they were as the militia
of to-day are to the regular troops. If, therefore, to all
these advantages of drill and military art there is added the
spirit with which, by reason of their education and the strin-
gency of their laws, the Spartans were inspired, it can be
understood why their armies became unconquerable. Their
watchword was “ Victory or death !” or, as a Spartan wo-
man is reported to have said to her son, on handing him
his shield, “ Return either with it or upon it.” The coward
in battle, or he who sought flight, lost all the rights of citi-
zenship, and was for ever afterward despised.

Aristodemus, one of the three hundred Spartans who,
under King Leonidas, fought the Persians at Thermopyle,
and the only one that escaped on that memorable occasion,
fell into deep disgrace on his return to Sparta. No one
would furnish him with fire or even speak with him, and all
pointed scornfully at him with the word * coward ” on their
lips. Such was the fate in store for the Spartan recreant in
battle. If single, he could not find a wife ; if he had daugh-
ters, he could not obtain husbands for them. The young
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men had no respect for him, and those who turned not their
faces away could have struck him without fear of punish-
ment. Is it strange, then, that a Spartan should prefer death
to a dishonorable and disgraceful life ?

‘What made Sparta still more like a military camp rather
than an ordinary city was the fact that the citizens did not
dine in their own houses, but at public tables, called syssitia.
This was a duty incumbent on all except the ephors, not even
the kings being exempt. Every one that did not take part
in these syssitia was debarred from political rights. These
meals were exceedingly plain and frugal, and yet many Spar-
tans were 8o poor that they could not make the small contri-
butions required from each in order to keep them up ; from
which fact we may with propriety entertain grave doubts in
regard to the equal division of property which Lykurgus is
said to have introduced into Sparta. Our only extant evidence
to that effect is furnished by Plutarch, who professes to have
derived his information from earlier authorities. But, on the
other hand, the more ancient and trustworthy writers, Herod-
otus, Thucydides, Xenophon, and Aristotle, make no mention
of such a measure, and some of them refer to the great in-
equality of riches existing at Sparta in their day. Herodo-
tus even mentions by name many rich Spartans, especially
Sperthias ; and the victories gained by Spartan citizens in
the chariot-races at the Olympic games are in themselves
proof that many were rich enough to keep at least four
horses of fine breed. An equality of diet certainly prevailed,
and citizens of every class were subjected to the same gen-
eral course of discipline, compelled to wear the same sort of
clothing, to take part in the same exercises, to practice the
same degree of endurance, and to remain in the same igno-
rance of the polite arts. To enforce conformity to these rigid
and strictly national customs, it was the law that no Spartan
should without permission emigrate from his country ; nor
were foreigners allowed to remain permanently in Sparta.
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In short, the Spartan constitution presents one of the
most difficult social and political problems in the history
of mankind. It held man a prisoner from his very birth,
encompassed him with rigid and inexorable rules, and allowed
him no liberty of action either in the choice of a pursuit, in
education, diet, or even in the exercise of that holiest and
most natural of sentiments, parental love. Narrow and
soul-crushing as was the Spartan civil polity in its general
aspect, there was, nevertheless, something noble and wonder-
ful in its nature, when we take into consideration the active
part performed by the citizens themselves in the enactment
of the stringent laws intended to hamper their own liberty.

The Spartan constitution can not properly be judged or
criticised in accordance with the political ideas and social
conditions of the present age. The general principle is now
admitted that every citizen must sacrifice a part of his indi-
vidual liberty and comfort for the happiness of the commu-
nity, but that sach sacrifice should be the least possible con-
sistent with the common good. In ancient Greece the opposite
practice prevailed. The individual was subordinate to the
state, and nowhere more so than in Sparta. The citizens of
the other Hellenic states, of Athens, for instance, served as
soldiers throughout nearly their entire lives, but at the same
time had their own personal occupations and intellectual pur-
suits. Hence it was that Sparta developed the best infantry
in Greece, and retained the political and military supremacy
for more than four centuries. Athens, on the other hand,
attained to the highest pinnacle of glory in literature and
the arts; but these very pursuits served in some degree to
withdraw the attention of her citizens from military affairs,
and, as a consequence, her influence as a power of the first rank
scarcely lasted a single century. Nevertheless, the short but
brilliant ascendancy of Athens accomplished more for hu-
manity than all the long centuries of rough and unpolished
Spartan rule. Let us reflect how faint would be the memory
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of the Hellenic name, and how vastly less would have been
the benefit to humanity, had Athens never existed ; while
without Sparta the star of Hellenism would remain none the
less resplendent in the firmament of history.

0. K. Miller, who died in Greece in 1840, a victim to his
devotion to Hellenic history, and to whom the Greeks erected
a monument at Athens on the site of the ancient Academy,
attempted, with a wonderful display of learning, to prove
that the laws of Sparta were in early times common to the
entire Doric race, and therefore were introduced into the
country at the time of the Dorian invasion. Grote has suc-
cessfully refuted this theory by demonstrating that the laws
of Sparta bore no resemblance whatever to those of Corinth,
Megara, Epidaurus, Sikyon, Korkyra, or any other Dorian
city. InKrete alone we find a system of public meals resem-
bling the syssitia, and some other usages that remind us of
Sparta, but without trace of the peculiar education and mili-
tary system so eminently characteristic of the latter nation.
‘Whatever the origin of this very remarkable constitution, the
evidence is almost conclusive that it was established toward
the end of the ninth century B. c. Shortly afterward the city
engaged in a long and arduous struggle for the enlargement
of its territory, which was at first confined to the limits of the
narrow valley of the Eurotas, but by the first Olympiad had
extended itself as far as the city of Helos on the southern
coast.

The Messenian Wars.

At what period the remainder of Laconia fell under the
Spartan yoke is not known, but not long after the beginning
of the Olympic era the Spartans were involved in a serious
war with the neighboring Dorian state of Messenia. The
events of this war, as reported by Pausanias, a writer who
lived nearly a thousand years after it took place, are not re-
garded as worthy of credit. The only contemporaneous tes-
timony in regard to it is furnished by the few extant poems
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of Tyrteus, an Athenian by birth, who was an eye-witness
of the latter part of the struggle, and by his vigorous and
stirring war-songs greatly contributed to the final triumph
of the Spartans. From him we learn that there were in re-
ality two wars between Sparta and Messenia ; that the first
lasted twenty years (743-724 B. c.), and was fought princi-
pally about the mountains of Ithome during the reign of the
Spartan kings Theopompus and Polydorus. Aristodemus, a
descendant of the royal race of Messenia, greatly distin-
guished himself on the side of his countrymen ; but finally
the stronghold of Ithome was captured, the entire country
subdued, and the Messenians placed in the ranks of the He-
lots.

The second war was a desperate rebellion of the con-
quered Messenians, lasting from 685 to 668 B.c., and was
even more bloody and terrific than the first. It was princi-
pally fought about Mount Eira, and in it the Messenian hero
Aristomenes, also of royal blood, immortalized himself. In
the course of this rebellion the Spartans were reduced to
severe straits, and it is difficult to understand how they suc-
ceeded in keeping their subjects under their yoke. Their
only allies were the Eleians, while the Argeians, the Pisate,
and the Triphylians assisted the Messenians. Moreover, by
the incessant inroads of the Messenians, a large portion of
the Spartan territory remained uncultivated, and a famine
resulted. The proprietors of those tracts that had been laid
waste demanded a new distribution of the land; and this in
turn was the cause of violent internal commotion. In the
midst of these dangers, Sparta, in accordance with the advice
of the oracle at Delphi, summoned from Athens the poet
Tyrtwus, ostensibly as a leader, but in reality that he might
reanimate by his stirring poetry the now drooping courage
of the people. At first thought it may appear strange that
a lame poet and pedagogue, as Tyrteeus is said to have been,
should have largely contributed to the preservation of a
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warlike nation. But the very best political and military sys-
tems become paralyzed after long and incessant strain, and,
when such is the case, the desponding citizens require to be
aroused by words of encouragement. The bravest armies
sometimes quail before the prospect of apparently insur-
mountable hardships, and are reanimated by an enthusiastic
proclamation of the commanding officer. And this Tyrteus
accomplished for Sparta. His elegy entitled “ Eunomia,” of
which few fragments have come down to us, had the effect
of pacifying the internal dissensions of the country. But
the most wonderful poems of Tyrteus were his war-songs,
many of which are still extant, and which inspired the almost
despairing Spartans with a renewed enthusiasm that finally
led them to success. The Messenians were utterly crushed,
and their territory became a part of Laconia.

Arkadia.

After the subjection of their western neighbors, the
Spartans, in the beginning of the following century, turned
their arms northward, and attempted the conquest of Arka-
dia. Although this land had never received any colonies
from other parts of Greece, its inhabitants did not materi-
ally differ from the rest of the Hellenic tribes in language
or in general character. In the Iliad, the Arkadian form of
government is the one prevalent in Greece during the heroic
times ; but the royal power was overthrown in the seventh
century B. C., and, according to tradition, the last king was
Aristokrates, the son of Hiketas, who is said to have be-
trayed the Messenians in their second contest with the Lace- -
demonians. From that time forward the rough, mountain-
ous land of Arkadia was divided among a number of auton-
omous cities, the most famous of which were Tegea and Man-
tineia.

The bond of union between these several states was per-
haps weaker than that of any other Grecian confederacy.
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The mountainous character of the country, the poverty and
the warlike spirit of its inhabitants, were its real safeguards
against foreign conquest. At an early period we find Arca-
dians serving as mercenaries, both in the armies of other Gre-
cian states and in those of foreign and barbarian nations.
Learning was not altogether neglected, for the lawgiver
Demonax, who about the middle of the sixth century re-
formed the constitution of the Hellenic city of Kyrene on
the northern coast of Africa, was a native of Mantineia.
Tegea, originally much more powerful than Mantineia, saved
Arkadia from conquest by inflicting a severe defeat on the
Spartans. It is true that, late in the year 560 B. c., the
Spartans obtained important advantages over them ; but the
Tegeans none the less preserved their own freedom and that
of the rest of Arkadia. Hence it was that, when the country
finally came under the power of Sparta, the Tegeans enjoyed
many privileges that did not fall to the lot of the Mantinei-
ans, and always occupied an honorable rank in the Spartan
armies.

Growth of Spartan Influence.

The inhabitants of Argos, unable to preserve their su-
premacy over the confederation of Argolis, were deprived by
the Lacedemonians of the greater part of the western shore of
the Argolic Gulf, and at the end of the seventh century were
again totally defeated by the Spartan king Kleomenes. They
continued, however, to claim supremacy in the Peloponnesus.
In fact, they still governed a country of considerable extent,
and at a later period, during the fifth century, several other cit-
ies came under their power. They also assumed the presidency
of the Nemean games, celebrated every two years in honor
of Zeus. Nevertheless, the Argeians were far from being
successful competitors of the Spartans, who by the middle
of the sixth century B. c. had made themselves masters of
all Laconia and Messenia, and of the greater portion of Ar-
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golis. 'Their dominion now extended from sea to sea, and
their influence began to make itself felt beyond the isthmus,
insomuch that they were appealed to about that time by the
Athenians and the Megarians, to settle a dispute concerning
the island of Salamis.

The name of Sparta became known and respected even in
distant Asia ; for, about the year 547 B. c., Creesus, king of
Lydia, applied to her for assistance against Cyrus of Persia ;
but just as the Spartans were preparing to send him the de-
sired aid, they learned that Cyrus had totally defeated Crece-
sus and subdued his kingdom.

Three years afterward the Ionian colonies on the coast of
Asia Minor also sought the alliance of Sparta against Cyrus.
This steady development of power was one of the results of
the Spartan constitution, and was destined ere long to vastly
enlarge her sphere of action. Up to this period there had
existed no regularly organized Peloponnesian alliance under
the leadership of Sparta. The first indication of any such
alliance does not appear until toward the end of the sixth
century. But the influence of Sparta was already manifest
throughout the Peloponnesus, except in Arkadia; and even
the latter country was amicably disposed toward her more
powerful neighbor. But during the sixth century events
occurred that loudly called for the interference of Sparta in
other parts of the peninsula.

During the first historic years, the kingly form of gov-
ernment that had prevailed in the Homeric times disappeared
from all parts of Greece except Sparta and Epirus. In
some states the monarchy was nominally continued, but the
duties connected with the position had become of a reli-
gious rather than of a political or military character. The
prevailing system now became oligarchical, the management
of affairs being in the hands of a few nobles or wealthy land-
owners. The remaining population of the Hellenic cities,
exclusive of the slaves, consisted—first, of the peasantry,
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who, possessing no land of their own, cultivated the estates
of the rich, and whose condition was merely a grade above
that of the slaves ; secondly, of the small proprietors, who
cultivated their own lands, and, unable to derive therefrom a
comfortable subsistence, sought additional work on the larger
estates of the rich, or in the adjacent cities ; thirdly, of the
mechanics, merchants, and tradesmen.

All these were freemen, and retained their ancient privi-
lege of being consulted in the general assembly of the people
concerning questions of war or peace. As few wars occurred
during the first years of the heroic period, and fewer laws
were enacted, the real exercise of the political rights of the
people was very rare, and in many instances it entirely disap-
peared in the course of time. This state of affairs'continued
until the eighth or seventh century, when nearly everywhere,
except in Sparta, it was variously modified ; for nowhere else
did the oligarchical spirit succeed in fettering the material
and intellectual growth of the people. As years wore on,
many once wealthy families became poor, on account of the
repeated divisions and subdivisions of their landed estates, and
yet continued to be numbered among the governing classes.
On the other hand, many of the smaller land-owners, and a still
greater number of the merchants and manufacturers in the
cities, became rich by reason of the development of com-
merce and the useful arts, and yet remained without any
extensive share of political power. As a consequence, the
latter class began to manifest a great deal of discontent, of
which some ambitious men took advantage, and, by strenu-
ously advocating the rights of the people, succeeded in
abolishing the oligarchical governments in many cities, and
securing a larger share of power for the people. But this
very abolition of the oligarchies gave rise to the establish-
ment of monarchy in a new form. Those who acquired
royal power in this way were called “ tyrants,” which word,
in its Greek sense, is merely equivalent to usurper. Some
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of these tyrants were guilty of terrible abuses in the gov-
ernments committed to their charge, while others were just,
beneficent, and patriotic in their rule, and were the direct
means of securing the military and commercial prosperity of
the cities of which they had the control.

Sikyon.

Nothing is known of the history of Sikyon from the time
it was captured by the Herakleid Phalkes up to the middle
of the seventh century, when the supreme power was usurped
by one Orthagoras. In the line of his successors we find
mention of Myron, Aristonymus, and Kleisthenes. -

Kleisthenes reigned from 600 to 560 B. c., and proved him-
self the greatest sovereign of this dynasty. He deeply humili-
ated the oligarchical faction in Sikyon, and by his vigorous
foreign policy checked the aspirations of Argos toward politi-
cal and military supremacy in that part of the Peloponnesus.
Argos, although it had long since become a Doric city, still
preserved its respect for the heroes of the mythical epoch, and
never ceased to strive for the recovery of the preponderating
influence it had enjoyed in the heroic age. One of its favorite
heroes was the Argeian Adrastus, who had been one of the
leaders in the war of the Seven against Thebes. Up to the
time of Kleisthenes the memory of Adrastus had been re-
spected at Sikyon as well as at Argos, and had served as a
link between the two cities. But Kleisthenes decreed that
public honors should no longer be paid to this hero at Siky-
on, and even forbade the Homeric poems to be chanted in
his dominions, because they praised the Argeians.

This Kleisthenes was certainly brilliant and in many re-
spects noble, but does not seem to have possessed that inborn
dignity so becoming to a public man of the first rank. He
was, however, proud of his country, and proved himself a
great and powerful ruler. His influence in the affairs of
Hellas is attested by the deference with which he was treated
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by the allies in the sacred war against the Kirrhseans ; and his
munificence is manifest from the costly edifices which he
erected in Sikyon, from his famous victories at the Pythian
and Olympic games, and from the magnificent display at the
nuptials of his daughter Agariste.

The circumstances of this marriage, as narrated by Herod-
otus, present a lively picture of the social condition of Greece
during the sixth century B. c. Kleisthenes, desiring to secure
the best man in Greece as a husband for his daughter Aga-
riste, caused it to be proclaimed at the Olympic games that all
who considered themselves worthy to become a son-in-law of
Kleisthenes should present themselves within sixty days at
Sikyon. Many distingunished suitors flocked thither from all
parts of Greece, and even from the most distant Grecian colo-
nies in Italy and Sicily.

For many days they were royally entertained by Kleis-
thenes, who narrowly observed them all, studying carefully
the manners, character, intelligence, and degree of education
of each. Those who had come from Athens pleased him
best, on account of their superior refinement and culture ;
and of these the one that impressed him the most favorably
was Hippokleides, a young man of great wealth, personal
beauty, intellectual attainments, and high family connections.
At last the day arrived when Kleisthenes was to announce
which of the suitors he had chosen.

After sacrificing a hundred oxen to the gods, he invited all
the suitors and a large party of Sikyonian nobles to a splen-
did banquet, at which many of the company drank freely of
wine. The conversation happened to turn on the subject of
music, and Hippokleides, who was beginning to be intoxi-
cated, called upon the flute-players who were in attendance
to strike up a choral tune.

Kleisthenes, who had fully made up his mind to choose
Hippokleides as his son-in-law, offered no remonstrance,
although his rigid notions of decorum were somewhat of-
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fended. But when the young Athenian, excited by both
the wine and the music, rose from his seat, capered about
the floor, went vigorously through the motions of all sorts
of dances, and, not content with this, mounted a table, stood
on his head, and performed numerous other silly antics,
Kleisthenes, unable to endure his conduct any longer, cried
out in great disgust, “ Hippokleides, you have danced your
wife away!” “Hippokleides don’t care,” was the uncon-
cerned reply ; and these words passed into a proverb through-
out Greece, and particularly at Athens, to express sublime
indifference of any sort.

As soon as Kleisthenes regained his composure, he thanked
the suitors for the eagerness they had displayed, assured
them he thought equally well of them all, but added that,
since he had only one daughter to bestow, and felt bound to
make choice of somebody, he would choose the Athenian
Megakles, the son of Alkmeeon. He then dismissed the rest
of the suitors, after presenting each of them with a silver
talent. '

The result of this marriage of Agariste with Megakles
was the birth of the great Athenian statesman Kleisthenes,
so named from his royal grandfather. It is not known
whether any one succeeded the elder Kleisthenes in the
sovereignty of Sikyon. We find, indeed, some mention of
another tyrant, by name Aschines, who is said to have been
deprived of his kingdom by the Spartans, but it is not known
in what manner he was connected with Kleisthenes. About
the year 500 B. c. we again find an aristocratic government
prevailing at Sikyon, though not in so decided a form as
before.

Corinth.

Events of a similar character took place at Corinth. The
descendants of the Herakleid Aletes, who obtained possession
of that city, were surnamed the Bacchiadee from Bacchis, one
of his great-grandchildren. This numerous and powerful
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clan constituted the entire aristocracy of Corinth. They
finally effected the overthrow of the monarchy, and took
the whole machinery of government into their own hands.
They intermarried only among themselves, and intrusted the
supreme power to one of their own number chosen yearly.
Meanwhile Corinth prospered greatly, and became one of
the richest commercial and maritime cities in Greece. As
early as the eighth century she established the famous colo-
nies of Korkyra and Syracuse, the latter of which became in
the course of time even more wealthy and powerful than the
mother city. Notlong afterward (703 B. c.) she constructed
the first ¢riremes or war-ships. It was Corinth also that
freed the sea from the pirates who had been infesting it from
the most ancient times; and the first known naval engage-
ment was fought between the Korkyreans and Corinthians
in the year 664 . c.

In the midst of all this prosperity the people rose against
the Bacchiade, deposed them from power, and connived at
the usurpation of Kypselus, who ruled over the city for
thirty years from 665 B. c. He extorted an immense amount
of money from the fallen oligarchs, of which he lavishly
expended a part in offerings to the gods, and laid aside the
remainder for safe keeping. The golden-crowned Zeus which
adorned the Herseum in Olympia was his gift.

His son Periander, who ruled from 626 to 585, oppressed
not only the oligarchs but the people also. Most conflict-
ing reports have come down to us concerning the charac-
ter of this man. By some he is called a patron of poetry
and of music, and one of the seven wise men of Greece ;
by others he is described as a bloodthirsty tyrant and a
heartless husband. Certain it is that during his reign Cor-
inth attained her highest power, and subdued many neigh-
boring cities. At this time occurs the first genuinely his-
toric mention of the Isthmian games, celebrated every two
years by the Corinthians on the Isthmus in honor of Posei-
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don. The last of the Corinthian tyrants was Psammetichus,
the son of Gordius, the successor and relative of Periander;
and this dynasty is said to have been overthrown, as was
likewise that of Sikyon, by the Spartans. After this the
governmental power passed into the hands of the richest
citizens,

Megara.

Megara, which occupied the broadest and most moun-
tainous part of the isthmus that joins the Peloponnesus with
the mainland of Greece, was also among the conquests of
the Herakleidse, and at the dawn of the historical period was
subject to the Dorians of Corinth, From their dominion it
soon. freed itself, and it was manifestly an independent state
as early as the eighth century. In a war during that period,
the famous Megarian general Orsippus, who was victor at
the Olympic games in the fifteenth Olympiad, wrested from
the Corinthians a very important tract of country. The
many colonies which, during the seventh and sixth centuries,
were sent out from Megara to Thrace and Asia Minor on the
cast, and as far as Sicily on the west, clearly indicate that
this state was then much more powerful and populous than
in the succeeding age, when the Hellenic nation attained the
height of its prosperity.

About 620 B. c., Theagenes, a citizen of Megara, having
formed for himself a powerful party among the people,
overthrew the oligarchical government, and, supported by
his faction, usurped the royal power. But ere he had long
enjoyed the sovereignty, the deposed oligarchs raised a suc-
cessful counter-revolution, and Theagenes was obliged to
flee. After his expulsion, Megara was for some time tran-
quil ; but finally the people again rebelled against the aris-
tocracy, many of whom were compelled to leave the country,
and severe laws were enacted against those who remained.

The oligarchs afterward partially recovered their influ-
ence in the state by allying themselves with some of the
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richest individuals of the popular party, and thus gradu-
ally formed a new aristocratic class, based not on birth, but
on wealth. The condition and fortune of the formerly
downtrodden agricultural laborers were now materially im-
proved. This change in the constitution of Megara became
somewhat famous through the poet Theognis, whose verses
immortalized the strife between the aristocratic and demo-
cratic elements. Theognis for a long time was a strong adhe-
rent of the old aristocratic party, and a bitter opponent of the
populace, which he despises and pitilessly insults throughout
his poems. In his eyes every man of humble birth was
vicious and a coward, every aristocrat brave and good. But
when the democratic faction finally gained the ascendancy,
Theognis, with many other adherents of the.opposite party,
was compelled to flee.” He was warmly welcomed in Sicily,
in Eubeea, in Sparta, and, in fact, in all places where oli-
garchical principles of government prevailed. But whither-
soever he went he was haunted by an irresistible longing for
his native land ; and when the exiled oligarchs were at last,
through the folly of the people, allowed to return and regain
possession of the government, Theognis made haste to go
back also. Subdued by misfortune, he became much less
violent and fanatical in his political views. This moderation
was so far shared by his fellow aristocrats, that they wisely
redstablished the government on such a basis as to combine
and reconcile in some degree both the popular and the oli-
garchic interests.

Thus, by the middle of the sixth century =. c., the
tyrannical governments of the eastern section of the Pelo-
ponnesus had disappeared. In many cases this happened
through the intervention of Sparta, which state, being her-
gelf eminently oligarchical, was desirous that her neigh-
bors should copform to her policy, and to this end her polit-
ical intrigues were constantly directed. In this way she
contrived tao establish for herself a sort of supremacy over
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the weaker oligarchical cities. In fact, about 524 B. c., we
find her even attempting to overthrow Polykrates, the ty-
rant of Samos, and sending to that distant island a military
force transported on Corinthian vessels, as she had no navy
of her own. Polykrates, however, after a brave resistance,
drove the Spartans away.

About the end of the sixth century we also find her in-
terfering in the affairs of Athens, with a view to overthrow
the sons of the usurper Peisistratus. Her success in this lat-
ter enterprise proved in the end disadvantageous to her own
interests—a consequence which she had then, of course, no
means of foreseeing. The Athenians, relieved from the pres-
ence of their domestic oppressors, proceeded forthwith to
organize their political system on new principles, the vigor-
ous and energetic development of which soon wrought a com-
plete change in the current of Hellenic affairs, and generated
a spirit of antagonism to Sparta much more formidable than
she had as yet anywhere encountered.

CHAPTER 1V.

ATTICA.

General Account.

ArricA forms in the southeastern section of Greece a
triangular peninsula, across the solid base of which rise the
mountains of Parnes and Kithsron, separating the country
from Beeotia on the north, while the apex of the triangle is
formed by the rocky promontory of Sunium in the south.
The land is bounded on the southwest by the Saronic Gulf
and on the east by the Agean Sea.

Attica is small in extent, barren and ill-watered, the two
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principal rivers of the country—the celebrated Kephissus and
Ilissus—being often entirely dry. Nevertheless, this small
corner of the earth has advantages peculiar to itself : a de-
lightful transparency of atmosphere, a radiantly smiling sky,
and landscapes of such enchanting beauty that we can not
wonder that here were produced the highest and noblest
masterpieces of art.

During the historic period the city of Athens, which lay
on a commanding height near the western coast of Attica,
was considered the metropolis of the Ionian tribes, just as
Sparta was the most important city of the Doric branch of
the Hellenic race. But while, according to tradition, Sparta
was occupied by the Dorian conquerors from the north at
the time of the descent of the Herakleide, it was the boast
of the Athenians that they were veritable autochthons, and
that the population of Attica had never been alloyed by the
intrusion of a foreign element.

The kingly form of government, so universal in Hellas
during the Homeric age, was in course of time abolished at
Athens. After the death of Kodrus, the last of the Athenian
kings, the government of that city was vested in the hands
of a supreme officer called the archon (ruler), who for a
long period was chosen for lifé, and invariably from among
the immediate descendants of Kodrus. The only real differ-
ence between the kings and the succeeding-archons was, that
the latter were held responsible to the citizens for the manner
in which they exercised their office. The last archon for life
was Alkmaon, and from that period (753 B. c.) the term of
office was limited to ten years.

After a series of seven such archons, the term of office
was divided between nine chosen annually. From the year
714 all the members of the Athenian nobility became eli-
gible to this office, which had heretofore been confined to the
posterity of Kodrus. Thus was the change at Athens gradu-
ally made from the royal government of the heroic times
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to the oligarchical system afterward prevalent throughout
Greece.

The Athenians were anciently divided, as were usually
the Ionian communities, into four political and social classes
—the hoplites, the artisans, the farmers, and the goatherds.
Some authorities record a somewhat different division, name-
ly, noblemen, farmers, and manufacturers.

The noblemen constituted the richest and most powerful
class, and resided either in the city itself or in its immediate
vicinity. They alone had the right of voting, and they alone
were eligible to the office of archon. 'Whoever had filled that
high position was entitled after his term of office had ex-
pired to a seat for the rest of his life in the court of the
Areopagus, which was in consequence an essentially aristo-
cratic institution.

But about the beginning of the seventh century =B. c.
the exclusive political privileges of the nobility began to be
curtailed. Hence, B. c. 624, one Drako was intrusted with
the task of revising and reducing to writing the laws of
Athens, in order to put a check to the growing insubordina-
tion of the inferior classes. Drako did not alter the consti-
tution, but simply codified and published the already existing
laws which were falling into disuse, at the same time making
some necessary changes. The general belief that he made
death the punishment for all misdemeanors is not correct ;
he decreed the infliction of fines for certain offenses, and un-
der his regulations the death-penalty was of rarer occurrence
than it had previously been. To the Greeks of the succeeding
centuries, animated by a milder spirit in their criminal legis- .
lation, the laws of Drako seemed unnecessarily harsh, and
they were popularly said to have been written, not with ink,
but with blood. Yet the laws in force before Drako’s time
made no distinction between the various degrees of murder,
whether committed by accident, in anger, in self-defense, or
in revenge, but prescribed the penalty of death or banish-
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ment for all ; whereas Drako first laid down specific and dif-
ferent punishments.

His laws did not, however, remove the causes of discon-
tent nor end the danger of revolution. In the year 612 B. c.
Kylon, an Athenian patrician, attempted to usurp the su-
preme power at Athens. The conspiracy failed, Kylon was
forced to flee, and many of his adherents were slain. Never-
theless, this occurrence became a source of lasting trouble to
the state.

Megakles, a member of the great and powerful family
of the Alkmeonid®, was at that time arckon eponymos, or
chief of the archons then officiating. The friends of Kylon
accused him and the rest of the Alkmeonide of having
violated the sanctuaries of the gods, by putting to death
some of Kylon’s followers who had taken refuge at the
altar in the Acropolis. The Alkmeonide refused to undergo
a trial for this alleged offense, and the city was in conse-
quence violently disturbed by contending factions of a reli-
gious as well as of a political character. Just at this crisis
Solon appeared on the scene as the savior of his country.

Solon.

This great man was born about 639 B. c., and belonged to
the noblest family of Athens. He was a lineal descendant
both of Kodrus and of Neleus, and therefore derived his ori-
gin not only from the ancient royal line of Athens, but also
from that race which professed to trace its pedigree back
to the god Poseidon. But his father, Exekestides, having
greatly diminished his estate through imprudent generosity,
Solon was obliged in early manhood to devote himself to
commerce, and in that pursuit visited many parts of Greece
and Asia. In the course of these travels he obtained not
merely riches, but also an amount and variety of knowledge
that could never have been acquired at home. Education in
Greece, and especially at Athens, was then mainly confined



90 THE DAWN OF HISTORY.

to the two branches known as “ gymnastics” and “music.”
By the former was understood the important art of strength-
ening the body and preserving the health by judicious diet
and exercise. Running, leaping, wrestling, throwing the
discus, and practicing in all sorts of arms and armor, were
among the daily athletic occupations of the Grecian youth—
imposed upon them as requirements more or less obligatory,
with a view to rendering them active, persevering, and for-
midable in the field of battle.

By music much more must be understood than is implied
in the modern acceptation of the term. In its Greek sense
it included the art of dancing, as well as that of poetry,
which up to the time of Solon was the only branch of
literature that had yet been developed. The sciences like-
wise came within the meaning of the word, as indeed
did everything in any way pertaining to the worship of the
Muses.

The only strictly intellectual department of study not
considered within the pale of ‘“music” was that which the
Greeks were wont to term “philosophy.” But as this had
not yet attained the same perfection at Athens as in the
Ionian cities of Asia Minor, it was to these latter that
Solon was chiefly indebted for his proficiency therein. He
returned from his travels with an amount of wisdom and
experience that secured to him an influential standing among
his fellow citizens, and enabled him in after years to become
a great benefactor to the state.

In the few fragments of his poems that have come down
to us, we find a spirit of moderation decidedly at variance
with the intense political fanaticism of Theognis, and most
unusual in the age in which he lived. Indeed, he seemed to
possess within himself the rudiments of those political virtues
for which the democracy of Athens became at a later period
so honorably distinguished. In his threefold character as a
poet, a warrior, and a lawgiver, he may be regarded as the
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first of those great and brilliant men who conferred immortal
glory upon Athens.

Solon was forty years old when he entered on his political
carecer. Megara, then a powerful state, had carried on war
successfully against Athens, and had deprived the latter city
of the small but important island of Salamis. The Athenians,
weary of their unavailing efforts to retrieve their loss, passed
a law that no one, under penalty of death, should by speech
or writing propose that the city should assert its claim to
that island. Solon, indignant at this ignominious policy,
observing that a great part of the youth desirous of war
were restrained only by fear of the law, composed a beauti-
ful and inspiring poem on the subject, and, feigning him-
self to be insane, rushed into the market-place with a cap
on his head, ascended the dema, or herald’s stone, and sang
the elegy, which begins—

“ Hear and attend ; from Salamis I came
To show your error.”

He showed clearly the disgrace of abandoning the island to
the Megarians, and cried out that, if his fellow citizens did
not feel this shame, he would prefer to be called a barbarian
rather than an Athenian. The citizens at once repealed the
law, recommenced the war, and bestowed the command on
Solon, who, at the head of a force of five hundred Athenian
volunteers, made an assault on the island and captured it.
The people of Megara continued the war and strove to
recover the place; but at length both sides agreed to refer
the matter to the Laced®monians, by whose decision the isl-
and was adjudged to Athens.

The fame of Solon was further increased by his success
in negotiating succor for the temple at Delphi against the
insolent and injurious behavior of the Kirrhmans; and his
influence at Athens had become very great at the time of
the breaking out of the dispute between the Alkmseonide
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and the other noble families—a crisis that threatened se-
rious danger to the state. In addition to this, Attica was
at that time torn asunder by the incessant quarrels of three
political factions : 1. The Pedieis, comprising the wealthier
citizens, and so called because they mainly inhabited the
pedion, or vast level plain around Athens and Eleusis ; 2.
The Paralii, or dwellers on the seacoast, who chiefly derived
their livelihood from commerce, and formed a sort of mid-
dle class between the Pedieis and the following ; 3. The
peasantry, called Diakrii, from the mountainous district of
Diakria, in which for the most part they lived.

The immediate cause of the violent civil broils between
these three parties is nmot known with certainty, though
its origin was no doubt owing to the wretched and abject
condition to which the poorer classes had been reduced.
According to the barbarous laws then in force, not only
in Attica but throughout all Greece and Asia, the creditor
could seize upon the person of his delinquent debtor, and
even of his wife, daughters, and minor sons, and sell them as
slaves. As a consequence, many of the poorer citizens had
been reduced to slavery ; some of them had been sold into
foreign lands, and others had fled from Attica to escape that
cruel fate. Such small proprietors as still retained their pos-
sessions were compelled to pay their creditors five sixths of
their hard-earned revenues, and to eke out for themselves a
miserable existence on the remainder, so that their material
condition was even lower than that of the Peneste of Thes-
saly or the Helots of Laconia.

The poor, thus deprived of political rights and personal
security, were dissatisfied and turbulent, when the strife be-
tween the Alkmwonide and the other noblemen added a
new element of confusion to the already distracted com-
monwealth. At the same time epidemic diseases broke out
through the country, and a host of imagined evils added
their terrors to the reality. The superstitious fears of the
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populace were excited to the verge of madness. Solon
clearly saw that the state was in need of a radical reform,
and that, if this were not speedily introduced by lawful
means, the natural march of events would enforce it at the
price of a terrible political convulsion. In his endeavors
to accomplish the desired end, he first persnaded the Alk-
meonida® to submit to a fair trial before a special tribunal of
three hundred judges chosen from among the nobility. They
were found guilty and banished from the country (597 B. ¢.).

In accordance with a response from the oracle at Delphi,
he then caused to be summoned from Krete the famous phi-
losopher Epimenides, who was revered throughout all Greece
as a pious man, beloved of the gods, and skilled in all mat-
ters relating to religious inspiration and the sacred mysteries.
Epimenides, having arrived at Athens, tranquillized the spirits
of the citizens by conducting many religious festivals and
performing expiatory lustrations. By his influence, in 594
B. C. Solon was chosen archon eponymos, or chief magistrate,
and at the same time endowed with extraordinary powers
as arbitrator or lawgiver. Had Solon been so inclined, he
might have availed himself of the enormous authority thus
conferred on him to set himself up as king, as Kleisthenes
of Sikyon, Periander of Corinth, and Polykrates of Samos
had done in their respective cities. No one would have
opposed the attempt. The multitude in its despair was
eager to sustain whosoever would promise to free them from
the oppressive tyranny of the few ; and so strange to the
Hellenic mind was as yet the theory of complete political
equality, that even citizens of the middle class were disposed
to intrust the government of the state to the hands of ome
wise and just man, as the only practical way of escaping
from the disadvantages of oligarchical rule. Some, more-
over, assert that he had received this oracle from Apollo :

% Seize, seize the helm, the ruling vessel guide ;
With aiding patriots stem the raging tide.”
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Many of his friends even urged him to assume the scepter,
alleging that, wielding the supreme power, he could the
more easily effect the intended reformation. Solon, how-
ever, turned a deaf ear to such advice. Though declining to
act as a usurper, he conducted the administration with great
spirit and energy.

The first of his public acts was the seisachtheia, or “ dis-
burdening ordinance,” intended to ameliorate the miserable
condition of the poorer classes. The provisions of this ordi-
nance were as follows : Mortgages held on real estate were
canceled ; all contracts pledging the person of a debtor as
security for money lent were declared void ; all who had be-
come slaves by reason of their undischarged debts were made
free, and those who had been sold into foreign lands were
bought back at the public expense. Besides these regula-
tions, Solon ordained that the legal value of the mina should
be raised from seventy-three drachms to a hundred, so that
those who had large sums to pay to their creditors were re-
lieved of a portion of the burden, while the latter lost nothing
by the change.

Perhaps to some this “ disburdening ordinance ” of Solon
will seem unjust and ill-advised, on the ground of its arbitrary
abrogation of previous contracts ; but most of those contracts
were made with men possessed of no property, and with the
acknowledged purpose of reducing them and their families
to slavery, and hence were unworthy of the protection of
the law. The state was also threatened with a terrible civil
outbreak, which was to be averted at any sacrifice. This seis-
achtheia was the greatest and most important of the laws of
Solon, for upon it as a basis rested the future liberty and
development of Athens. By it he removed the heavy en-
cumbrances from the soil of Attica, which was on the point
of being monopolized by a few unscrupulous speculators,
and at the same time emancipated from slavery many persons
who formerly had been free and honorable citizens. To
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guard against future attempts of the rich to acquire undue
influence in the state, Solon decided to lessen their power
still further, and to bestow upon the rest of the people a
larger share than they had before possessed. With this end
in view, he divided all the citizens of Attica into four classes.
The first was composed of those who could show a yearly
revenue of five hundred or more measures in wet or dry
goods, whence they were called Pentakosiomedimni. The
second class consisted of those who could afford to keep a
horse, or whose lands produced three hundred measures;
these formed a sort of equestrian order, called Hippeis,
and were obliged to serve as cavalry in the wars. The
third class, who had but two hundred measures, were called
Zeugite, formed the heavy-armed infantry, and were bound
to serve, each with his full panoply. All those whose reve-
nues amounted to less than two hundred measures were in-
cluded in the fourth class under the name of Z%etes.

All the highest public officers and the members of the
Areopagus were chosen from the first class. Those belong-
ing to the second and third classes were eligible to the doule
or assembly of four hundred, and to some minor offices. Those
forming the fourth class could obtain no political office, and
had only a right to appear and give their vote in the general
assembly of the people. This seemed at first but a slight priv-
ilege, but afterward it proved of great importance ; for most
causes came at last to be decided by this assembly, as matters
under the cognizance of the magistrates could be appealed to
the people. Desirous yet further to strengthen the common
people, he empowered any man to enter an action for one that
was injured. If a person was assaulted or suffered damage
or violence, another, who was able or willing to do so, might
prosecute the offender. Thus the lawgiver wisely accus-
tomed the citizens as members of one body to feel and to
resent another’s injuries. 'When asked what city was the
best modeled, Solon is said to have answered, “That where
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those who are not injured are no less ready to prosecute and
to punish offenders than those who are.”

The public taxes were regulated according to the amount
of property, and citizens of the fourth class were entirely
exempt. With a view to encouraging manufactures rather
than agriculture, the laws of Solon prohibited the exporta-
tion of any of the productions of Attica, except olive-oil.
The same motive must have influenced the lawgiver in de-
creeing that a son should not be compelled to support his
father in old age in case the latter had not taught him a
trade. He ordered, moreover, that no dowries should be
given ; the bride was to bring with her only three suits of
clothes and some household stuff of small value ; for he did
not choose that marriages should be made with mercenary
or venal views.

Another of Solon’s regulations was, that a citizen dying
without legitimate descendants could dispose of his property
by will, whereas formerly the law was that it should revert
to the state. The legal right of making a posthumous dis-
position of one’s property is an evidence of a considerable de-
gree of civilization ; hence it was unknown among the an-
cient Germans, Hindoos, and other primitive nations. The
most peculiar and surprising of his other laws is that which
declares the man infamous who stands neutral in times of
civil sedition. In communities so small as those of ancient
Greece, the number of actors in the political field was limited ;
if the greater portion of the citizens remained aloof from
contests of political excitement, and took part neither with
the government nor with the opposition, the tendency would
be to throw the balance of power into the hands of a few
crafty politicians, or to facilitate the usurpation of some un-
scrupulous adventurer. By this regulation Solon placed a
check on the possible influence that might be acquired by
demagogues.

Such were the main features of the constitution of Solon.
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His laws evince great experience and remarkable insight into
the social, political, and commercial questions of the day.
The constitution which he established was of an order much
higher than any yet adopted in the Hellenic states, and of
all the ancient governmental systems approaches nearest to
the enlightened political spirit of modern times. To the
lofty genius of Solon is probably due the analogous system
regulating the payment of the national assessment in accord-
ance with the rank of the citizen. This form of taxation,
which appears just and equitable, is only partially adopted
by modern governments, and is nowhere mentioned in the
Roman constitution. The constitution of Solon did not,
indeed, remain in force more than a century ; for, after the
battle of Salamis, 480 B. c., all the citizens were declared
eligible to all the offices without distinction of property.
But had it not been for the successful efforts of Solon in
shielding the main body of the people from impending sla-
very, and in imparting a new impulse to commerce and manu-
factures, Athens never would have been able to attain her
after-greatness. The ¢disburdening ordinance” ordained
that in future no citizen could become a slave. He succeeded
in opening new channels of industry and of revenue, and in
bringing to the country new capital, in consequence of which
the people of Attica became wealthy and prosperous, and
were cnabled to enter on a course of material and moral
advancement almost unparalleled in history.

But the great work of Solon was destined to undergo
many trials before producing its good fruits. The new con-
stitution did not entirely please any one of the opposing fac-
tions, because it did not exclusively embody its principles.
Solon, however, had no other object in view than to promote
the prosperity and happiness of the citizens at large, irrespec-
tive of party. Those who had fault to find—and, as time
wore on, this class greatly increased in number—frequently
came to Solon, asking the meaning of this or that law, com-
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plaining of some and commending others, or advising him
to make certain additions or retrenchments. Sensible that
he could not well excuse himself from complying with their
desires, and aware that, if he remained in Athens, he would
be compelled to attempt endless changes, he determined to
escape at once the difficulty of his position and their cavils and
exceptions. Under pretense of traffic, he set sail for another
country, having obtained leave of the Athenians for ten
years’ absence. By that time he hoped the advantages of the
new constitution would be recognized by all. His first voy-
age was to Egypt, thence to Kypros (Cyprus). His celebrated
interview with King Cresus of Lydia unfortunately must be
regarded as fictitious, on account of insuperable chronological
difficulties ; for Solon is not only known to have returned to
Athens B. c. 560, but also to have died there before the earliest
date at which an interview could possibly have taken place.
On his return Solon found that the Athenians were much di-
vided among themselves. His laws had indeed been inviola-
bly observed, but the three parties which he had striven to
reconcile by the new constitution were as much at variance
as ever, each under a special leader.

The most dangerous of these leaders was Peisistratus, the
son of Hippokrates. His party was composed of the poor-
est farmers, with whom the most impecunious inhabitants
of the city were allied. These men, by reason of their igno-
rance and poverty, were prone to revolution, and could easily
be influenced by a cunning and ambitious chief. Such a
one was Peisistratus, who counterfeited so dexterously the
good qualities which nature had denied him, that he gained
more credit than their real possessor, and stood foremost in
public esteem in point of moderation and equity, in zeal for
the existing government, and aversion to everything that
savored of change.

By means of these arts he imposed upon the people, and
finally accomplished bis purpose. Solon well understood in
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what direction the state was drifting, and, though now en-
feebled by old age, attempted to avert the inevitable mis-
fortune, and to oppose himself to the inordinate ambition of
Peisistratus. He was unsuccessful, for the passions of the
populace heeded not the voice of wisdom and moderation.
Peisistratus, although called the leader of the Diakrii, had
friends in the other two parties also; and in the year 560
B. C., when he overcame the opposition of his enemies and
usurped the supreme power, a majority of the boule was
found ready to act in his interest.

Availing himself of these favoring circumstances, Peisis-
tratus one day wounded himself, caused himself to be con-
veyed to the agora or market-place, and endeavored to inflame
the minds of the people by telling them that his enemies
had attempted to assassinate him on account of his patriot-
ism ; whereupon the multitude loudly expressed their indig-
nation, and in a general assembly of the people it was de-
cided that a body-guard of fifty clubmen should be assigned
to Peisistratus. By the aid of this force, he soon afterward
made himself master of the Acropolis, and assumed the su-
preme direction of the affairs of state.

During the first year of the tyranny of Peisistratus,
Solon died at Athens. The brave old man had endeav-
ored by all means to prevent the citizens from authorizing
Peisistratus to form his body-guard of clubmen, assuring
them that by such a proceeding they would be sure to lose
their liberty ; and when he saw that his prophecy was on
the point of fulfillment, he entered the agora and attempted
to stir up the citizens to a forcible resistance against this
violation of the laws. Then it was that he spoke those
memorable words : “It would have been easier to repress
the advance of tyranny and to prevent its establishment ;
but now that it is established, it would be more glorious
to uproot it.” But they heeded him not. Then in despair
he returned to his home, and placed his weapons at the
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street-door with these words : “I have done all in my power
to defend my country and its laws.” This was his last pub-
lic effort. Hearing the Athenians lamenting their sufferings,
he told them, with the just bitterness of truth, not to blame
the gods, since they themselves, through their lethargy, had
brought about their own servitude. When again many ad-
vised him to flee, as others had done, from the probable
revenge of the tyrant, and asked him to whom or to what he
trusted for safety, he replied, “To old age.” In fact, Peisis-
tratus proved himself a mild ruler, nor did he trouble the
last moments of the life of his determined opponent ; so that
Solon died in peace, distressed at the non-realization of his
hope, but with the expectation of a better future, which the
just God would surely grant to the benefactors of humanity.

Peisistratus and his Successors.

Before Peisistratus had long exercised the power he had
usurped, the three parties uniting forced him to flee from
Athens (559 B. c.). About five years afterward he formed
an alliance with Megakles, the powerful chief of the Pa-
ralii, whose daughter he had married, and, returning to Ath-
ens, recovered the supreme direction of affairs. But he was
soon again driven from the city by the combined efforts of
Megakles, who became dissatisfied with him, and Lykurgus,
the leader of the Pedieis. Then it was that he resolved to
seek no further alliances with the other factions, but to
recover the sovereignty of Athens by force. He spent
eleven years in the city of Eretria in Eubcea, preparing
for the great event. Though his property in Attica had
been confiscated, he was not without resources, as he pos-
sessed large tracts of land on the river Strymon in Thrace.
Aid was sent him besides from Thebes and Argos, and by
Lygdamis, the tyrant of Naxos; so that in the year 541
B. C. he marched against the Athenians, defeated them in a
decisive battle, and took possession of the city. In order to



ATTICA. 101

secure the prize he had taken so much trouble to gain, and
which he had heretofore found it so difficult to keep, he seized
the children of the nobles and of the most influential citizens
and sent them as hostages to his ally Lygdamis of Naxos.
The laws of Solon were preserved, but all public offices were
bestowed upon the followers of Peisistratus. The poorer
citizens, whose cause he had formerly espoused, did not secure
political rights by the change, but one material benefit fell to
their share. To many of the peasantry Peisistratus gave
seeds, cattle, and the necessary implements for agriculture.
Others he furnished with work, and in this way adorned
Athens with costly and useful buildings. At that time was
begun the great temple of the Olympian Zeus, the ruins of
which are still admired. This immense edifice, which was
much larger than the Parthenon, was not completed until the
time of the Emperor Hadrian, several centuries after the
palmy days of Greece were over.

Under Peisistratus was also erected among others the pub-
lic fountain called ¢ Kallirrho8,” the “beautifully flowing.”
The expense of these buildings was provided for by a tax of
one tenth on the proceeds of agriculture. Peisistratus also
instituted the festival called the ¢ greater Panathensa,”
celebrated every third Olympic year. This great public holi-
day must be carefully distinguished from the “lesser Pana-
thenza,” which already existed and continued to be celebrated
annually.

Peisistratus showed himself a generous patron of litera-
ture. The statement that he was the first that caused a gen-
eral collection to be made of the then scattered Homeric po-
ems must be regarded as an exaggeration. It is much more
probable that he took pains to complete the collections of
these poems already existing. He was certainly the first to
form at Athens a public library, the use of which was per-
mitted to all the citizens. Athens acquired great fame
during his reign. It was at this period that Miltiades, son
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of Kypselus and uncle of that Miltiades who in later years
routed the Persians at Marathon, conquered Sigeum, a city
of the Troas, and also the Thracian Chersonese, the peninsula
on the European side of the Hellespont. Hence there is
reason to conclude that Peisistratus was in many respects
really worthy of the power he had unlawfully usurped.

He had so greatly strengthened his authority that after
his death, which occurred B. c. 527, his three sons, Hippias,
Hipparchus, and Thessalus, without difficulty succeeded to his
position. Of these brothers, Hippias was by far the ablest as
a politician. Hipparchus was rather literary in his tastes,
but also somewhat addicted to pleasure and dissipation, while
Thessalus was especially distinguished for his courage and
ability as a warrior. The sons at first imitated the generous
and patriotic policy of their father, and, although supporting
their power by bands of foreign mercenaries, they preserved
the form and in some degree even the spirit of the constitu-
tion of Solon. They were the protectors of arts and letters,
and collected about themselves the most distinguished poets
of that epoch. They also diminished by one half the taxes
on agriculture, but shortly afterward were guilty of several
violent and unlawful acts. Among these was the murder of
Kimon, the brother of Miltiades who had conquered the
Thracian Chersonese, and the father of Miltiades the hero of
Marathon. They also made an unwise attempt to increase
their revenues by debasing the silver coin of the country.

The dissatisfaction arising from these causes was in-
creased by the grievous insult offered by Hipparchus, B. c.
514, to the sister of the Athenian citizen Harmodius, who at
once decided in common with his friend Aristogeiton to
assassinate the tyrants. The plot was only partially success-
ful. Hipparchus alone was slain; and Hippias, not con-
tent with the death of Harmodius and Aristogeiton, be-
came more cruel and unjust than before, and endeavored by
force to secure his position. Anticipating his own inevit-
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able downfall, he amassed great treasures, often by the most
oppressive means, and provided a refuge for himself in case
of emergency by giving his daughter in marriage to Aan-
tides, the son of Hippokles, tyrant of Lampsakus, who was
the friend of Darius, king of Persia.

It was, indeed, most natural that by such a state of
affairs the exiled Alkmmonid® should be benefited. At
first supposing that the citizens themselves would expel the
tyrants, they advanced into Attica, and occupied the district
near Mount Parnes, to await the course of events. Having,
however, been dislodged and driven from Attica by Hippias,
they became convinced that they had need of external allies.

Perhaps it may appear strange that the Athenians al-
lowed themselves to be outraged by the Peisistratide in this
manner, instead of rising against them and driving them
from the country. But it not unfrequently happens that
those nations most worthy of liberty become so entangled in
the web of tyranny that they can not unaided recover their
independence ; and in the present case the Alkmwmonids
had no other choice than to seek aid from abroad. Their
natural allies were the Spartans, who had always shown
themselves opposed to a monarchical form of government ;
but on this occasion they were indisposed to act. The Alk-
razonids, however, of whom Kleisthenes, the son of Mega-
kles, was the most prominent, were men of many devices.
Though exiles, they were possessed of such immense riches
that in the year 548, the temple at Delphi having been
burned, they undertook its reconstruction on a much more
magnificent scale than before. Consequently, they stood
high in favor with those who had charge of the Delphic
oracle, which by its repeated exhortations finally persuaded
the Spartans to assist the Alkmaonidm to expel the Peisis-
tratidee from Athens.

The first expedition that left Sparta for this purpose con-
sisted of but a small number of troops, and was easily de-
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feated, the more so because the Peisistratide had received
from the Thessalians an auxiliary corps of one thousand
horsemen. But another Spartan army, headed by King
Kleomenes himself, immediately took the field, routed the
Thessalians, and compelled Hippias and his supporters to
retire to Sigeum (510 B. c.).

Thus ended the tyranny which had continued for thirty
years from the last usurpation of Peisistratus, and fifty years
from his first assumption of the supreme power. Kleomenes
at once withdrew with his army, believing that, by the return
of the Alkmsonide and the other exiled noblemen, the gov-
ernment of Athens would now be conducted on an aristo-
cratic basis. But therein he was in error, for the minds of
the Athenians were now ripe for the enjoyment of the bless-
ings of a free constitution. For thirty years they had been
debarred from the full exercise of their rights, and now they
proceeded to make good use of their liberty by taking mea-
sures to render it steadfast and lasting.

The Constitution of Kleisthenes.

The citizens Kleisthenes and Isagoras placed themselves
at the head of two political parties, each basing its existence
ou certain abstract principles of government, and each equally
anxious to guard against the reéstablishment of monarchy
in any form. One of these parties was chiefly composed of
nobles, under the guidance of Isagoras. It claimed that the
only safeguard against usurpation was a return to the anciemt
aristocratic principles of the state. The opposite party, to
which the Alkmeonids joined themselves, and in which Kleis-
thenes was the most influential man, maintained that the de-
sired end could be attained through the constitution of Solon
by a few simple emendations. Kleisthenes, therefore, having
explained to the people their true interests and the causes of
their former calamity, proved victorious in the election that
followed, and was proclaimed archon eponymos, 510 B. c.
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Applying himself at once to the work of reformation, he dis-
solved the four Ionic tribes into which the population of At-
tica had thus far been divided, and established in their stead
ten new classes, in which were included many who had been
debarred from the rights of citizenship under the former
arrangement. He still further augmented the number of
citizens by enrolling in the communities many wealthy for-
eigners who had become permanent residents of Athens, and
at the same time increased the number of the members of the
boule, or general council, to five hundred, fifty being chosen
from each community. He also conferred upon the people
the right of civil procedure in almost all cases.

The results of these changes soon declared themselves.
On the one hand, the nobles, or Eupatrids, thus weakened in
power by being distributed through so many new communi-
ties, were no longer able to wield the same solid influence at
the election as formerly ; on the other, through the increase
necessitated in the number of public offices, and through the
extension of political privileges above described, the people
began to take a much more eager and active part in the ad-
ministration of affairs. In every other respect the constitu-
tion of Solon was preserved intact and established on a secure
basis, since all the citizens were now more or less interested
in maintaining it.

During the time of Kleisthenes, and principally by his
influence, was introduced the singular custom of ostracism,
which has given rise to much careless misstatement on the
part of some modern historians, and by reason of which
much unmerited blame has been bestowed upon the Atheni-
ans. By means of the ostracism it was possible for any dis-
tinguished man of Athens, without previous accusation, trial,
or defense, to be exiled for ten years. This measure was
very seldom resorted to, and there were many legal restric-
tions whereby its abuse was carefully guarded against. Both
the boule and the assembly of the people were consulted, and
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it was their privilege to decide whether the power and influ-
ence of any one citizen had become so extensive as to be a
source of danger to the state. In this preliminary discus-
sion no particular name was mentioned ; the question was
simply put to the council and to the assembly. If the de-
cision of these bodies was that the condition of public affairs
required a vote of ostracism, a day was appointed on which all
citizens desiring to vote were summoned to the agora. In the
center an inclosure was erected, having ten entrances, one for
the citizens of each community, and ten receptacles in which
the votes were to be deposited. Every citizen then provided
himself with a shell or potsherd (ostrakon, whence the name),
on which he wrote the name of the man who, according to his
judgment, ought to be banished for the well-being of the state,
and deposited it in the receptacle assigned to his community.
At the close of the day the votes were counted, and if it was
found that the name of any citizen was written on as many as
six thousand of the shells, he was ostracized or banished for
the period of ten years. If less than six thousand votes were
given against any one citizen, no further proceedings were
taken. Ten days were allowed to the banished man for
settling up his private affairs, after which he was obliged to
depart from Attica. He was allowed to retain his property,
and was not considered to rest under any taint or disgrace.
By this strange custom of ostracism some of the most
eminent and illustrious men of Athens were driven from the
country, and on this account the Athenians have been ac-
cused of ingratitude toward their greatest benefactors. But
we must bear in mind that since the Hellenic republics
were of small extent, and the privileges of citizenship were
conferred upon a limited number of the inhabitants, it was
sometimes easy for an ‘influential and ambitious citizen to
bring about a revolution and to set himself up as a monarch.
Solon endeavored to prevent this evil by imposing on every
one the duty of enlisting in one party or the other when-
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ever a revolution appeared imminent, believing that the bulk
of the citizens would be drawn up on the better side, and
would strive to preserve the republic from violent or unlaw-
ful change. But the usurpation of Peisistratus showed that
this law was not sufficient to meet the emergency. Hence
Kleisthenes, to guard against future contingencies, instituted
ostracism, which, notwithstanding its apparent injustice, had
the merit of preventing the evil against which it was directed.
That it was sometimes unjustly applied can not be denied ;
but those who, in consequence thereof, accuse the Athenians
of ingratitude, neglect to view the subject from the standpoint
of the times. When called upon to cite an instance of the
injustice of ostracism, they are sure to mention the case of
Aristeides, forgetting that Aristeides himself was thoroughly
convinced of its necessity, and that on one occasion he re-
marked that there would be no safety for Athens until either
Themistokles or himself should be cast into the barathron.*
And, indeed, what human law is there that is not sometimes
abused? So that, when we take into account the great dan-
ger to which the commonwealth was exposed by the ambition
of some of its prominent citizens, and the consequent neces-
sity of the ostracism, we ought rather to admire the modera-
tion of the Athenians than to accuse them of injustice or in-
gratitude.

All the modifications made by Kleisthenes in the consti-
tution of Solon had for their object the preservation of the
state in its republican form, and the prevention of any usur-
pation of the royal power. His policy was, therefore, mainly
directed against the aristocrats. And hence it was that Isag-
oras and his party, becoming alarmed at the decline of their
influence, invoked the aid of Kleomenes, king of Sparta, who,
also displeased at the course affairs had taken at Athens,
eagerly returned thither with his army, expelled from the
city Kleisthenes and seven hundred families that were among

* A yawning cleft bebind the Acropolis, into which criminals were thrown.
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the most faithful of his adherents, and attempted to deliver
the government into the hands of Isagoras and three hundred
of his chosen friends.

But the fifty years that had passed since Peisistratus had
cowed the people of Athens into submission with his small
body-guard had wrought a great change. The administra-
tion of the sons of Peisistratus had made the very name of
tyranny hateful. The new boule of five hundred refused to
obey Kleomenes when he ordered it to disband. The citi-
zens rose en masse. Kleomenes and Isagoras were obliged to
take refuge in the Acropolis with their troops, where, after
having been closely besieged for two days, they came to
terms. Kleomenes and his Lacedemonians were allowed to
return to Sparta, but the followers of Isagoras were captured
and put to death, as traitors who had called in the aid of a
foreign foe. Kleisthenes and the seven hundred exiled
families returned, and the new constitution was established
on a firm and lasting basis. Its provisions were strongly
democratic in their tendency. Many of the ancient political
landmarks had been torn away by the redistribution into
the ten new communities. The power of the Eupatride, or
nobles, was greatly curtailed, and that of the people aug-
mented in a corresponding degree. The multiplication of
the offices also tended to popularize the government. This
state of affairs was a source of alarm to the Lacedsmonians,
who were aware that a democratic Athens would be a dan-
gerous neighbor, while, on the other hand, she would be
weak, and easily kept in dependence on Sparta, if in the
grasp of a tyrant.

On this account Kleomenes, even after his return to
Sparta, persisted in carrying out his plan of establishing a
monarch at Athens, With this end in view, Sparta, B. c.
65086, assembled for the first time, as far as we know, the col-
lective forces of her Peloponnesian allies. Kleomenes like-
wise communicated with some Hellenic nations beyond the
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Peloponnesus—among others, with the Chalkidians and the
Beotians, the latter of whom eagerly embraced this op-
portunity of punishing the Athenians for having assisted
the Plateeans in their revolt against the Bwmotian confed-
eracy. It was the expectation of Kleomenes that Athens,
thus attacked on all sides, would be compelled to surrender.
But, strangely enough, he had collected his forces and ad-
vanced as far as Eleusis before he informed the allies of the
real object of the expedition, whereupon their dissatisfac-
tion at once asserted itself.

The Corinthians immediately turned back ; others soon
followed their example, so that it became necessary to aban-
don the enterprise. The Athenians, unexpectedly delivered
from pressing danger, turned their arms against the Beeotians
and the Chalkidians. Invading Beeotia with the army they
had assembled at Eleusis to oppose the Peloponnesian allies,
they totally defeated the forces of the Thebans, and then,
crossing into Eubeea, captured the city of Chalkis. Many
prisoners were taken and conveyed to Athens, where they
were ransomed for two mins per man.

After these signal victories they were once more at lib-
erty to devote their entire attention to the war they had
long been carrying on with the neighboring Dorian state of
Agina, then the strongest naval power in Greece. This
struggle between Athens and Agina lasted twenty years,
and was only brought to a close by the Persian invasion ;
but it was subsequently renewed, and ended in the conquest
of Agina by her more fortunate rival.

After the humiliating failure of the expedition against
Athens, Kleomenes and the Spartans directed their intrigues
toward the re&stablishment of Hippias on the throne of his
father. The ex-tyrant was summoned to Sparta, whither
all the allied states were at the same time requested to send
representatives (505 B. c¢.). But in the result of this con-
ference they were again doomed to disappointment. The

(]
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other Peloponnesian cities had not yet become obedient tools
of the Lacedemonians. Sosikles, the representative of the
Corinthians, vehemently opposed the proposition to force
Hippias on the Athenians, and the other allies coincided
with his opinion. Accordingly, Hippias retired in disgust,
not only from Sparta, but even from Greece, and sought a
more efficient ally in the person of Darius, king of Persia,
thereby becoming one of the immediate causes of the terri-
ble wars that followed a few years later. Darius received
Hippias under his protection, and manifested a willingness
to espouse his cause, but took no active measures to that
end until the Athenians directly drew upon themselves his
ill will by their endeavors to aid the Hellenic cities of Asia
Minor in their revolt against Persia.

CHAPTER V.
THE HELLENIC COLONIES,

THE Greek race was not confined to the limits of Hellas
proper, but. had at a very remote period spread itself to
the adjacent islands, and thence to the continent of Asia.
The peninsula extending southward from the range of Olym-
pus was, indeed, the great home and hearth of Hellenic na-
tionality, the abode of its gods, and the focus of its social
and religious life. But the daring enterprise of the children
of Hellas had at an early period allured them from their
narrow limits, and prompted them to found colonies on nearly
all the Mediterranean coasts.

Between Greece and Asia Minor lies the Agean Sea, the
islands of which were from time immemorial so thoroughly
Hellenic, that the Greeks were wont to call it “ Our Sea.”
Of these islands, the largest and at the same time the near-
est to the Grecian coast is Eubcea, which may be regarded
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as a continuation of the mountain-chains of Pelion and
Othrys. The principal cities of Eubea were Chalkis and
Eretria, both during the earlier ages among the most pow-
erful in Greeee. They carried on a more extensive com-
merce than Athens herself, as is manifest from the numer-
ous colonies they established even on the far-distant coasts
of Italy and Sicily, and also from the fact that their coin-
age, of which the Euboic talent formed the basis, was cur-
rent in every part of Greece.

To the group of islands clustered around the sacred isle
of Delos the ancient Greeks gave the name of Kyklades
(Cyclades). Of these the most powerful was Naxos ; but
Delos itself, although the smallest, was by far the most im-
portant, by reason of the great festival of Apollo periodically
held there, in which all the Jonian cities took part. This
celebration was conducted with the greatest pomp and splen-
dor, and is described at some length in the Homeric hymn
to Apollo. The multitude of vessels that thronged to this
island at the season of the festival, the profuse expenditure
that attended the celebration, and the magnificent ceremonies
accompanying the athletic and musical contests, all bear wit-
ness to the wealth of the Ionian cities at that period. But
after the conquest of those cities by Creesus, king of Lydia,
the splendor of the festival at Delos underwent a decline.

The most noted of the islands lying toward Asia Minor
were Lesbos, Chios, Samos, and Rhodes, all occupied by
Greeks from the remotest known times. The same is true of
the adjacent continental coast, which at the dawn of the his-
toric period was studded with colonies of the three great
branches of the Hellenic race. Farthest north lay the Aolic
colonies, originally twelve in number. The most important
of these was Smyrna, which, sitnated at a great distance from
the rest, at an early period identified its interests with those
of the neighboring Ionian cities. The islands of Lesbos and
Tenedos were also colonized by the Zolians, who founded
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many other cities in the Troas, along the Hellespont, and on
the coast of Thrace. Lesbos contained six cities, of which
the most famous was Mytilene, the birthplace of Pittakus,
one of the seven wise men of Greece, of the lyric poet Al-
keus, and of the ever-famous Sappho. For a long time this
city was subject to violent dissensions and civil strife. Usurp-
ers repeatedly arose and grasped at the supreme power, until
at last tho citizens intrusted the direction of their affairs to
Pittakus, investing him with absolute authority for a period
of ten years (587 B. c.). Pittakus, who was already distin-
guished in war, then made himself doubly renowned by the
wisdom and moderation with which he discharged his impor-
tant trust, and by his disinterested patriotism in voluntarily
laying aside his absolute power after the ten’years had
elapsed. Of the subsequent internal history of Mytilene lit-
tle is known.

The Jonian colonies, which lay to the south of the Aolic,
likewise consisted of twelve cities. Enumerated from south
to north, they stand—Miletus, Myus, Priene, Samos, Ephe-
sus, Kolophon, Lebedus, Teos, Erythrs, Chios, Klazomens,
Phokwa. These communities were united by a common
bond of worship, the center of which was a temple dedicated
to Poseidon at Priene. This confederacy was rather reli-
gious than political, so that each Ionian city flourished by
its individual energy rather than by reason of the bond of
union. Miletus was the most celebrated and powerful of
them all. Her immense commerce was carried on with the
nations dwelling around the Euxine, as well as with her
colonies, some of which were planted in Scythia, and others
on the banks of the Borysthenes (Dnieper). This city, with
its four harbors and its powerful navy, was for a time the
greatest commercial center in the Hellenic world. In the
main portion of the Mediterranean Sea her power and influ-
ence were second to those of Carthage alone; but along
the western shores her commerce was less extensive than that
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of her sister city Phoksa, whose colonies lined the coasts of
France, Spain, Italy, and the adjacent islands.

To the south of the Ionian lay the Doric colonies, origi-
nally forming a confederacy of six cities united by the com-
mon worship of the Triopian Apollo. The communities shar-
ing in this worship were the continental cities of Halikarnas-
sus and Knidus, the city of Kos on the island of the same
name, and three cities on the island of Rhodes. But there
were many other Doric settlements not members of this re-
ligious confederacy.

All these colonies, especially the Ionian, applied them-
selves not only to commerce, but also to literature and the
arts, in which, by reason of their closer contact with Asiatic
civilization, they attained at an early period even greater
celebrity than the cities of Greece itself. Here arose the
earliest epic and lyric poets—Homer of Smyrna, Alksus,
Sappho, and Lesches of Mytilene, the Samian Asius, Peisan-
der of Rhodes, and the Parian Archilochus. Here, too,
flourished the first writers in prose—Kadmus and Hekatzeus
the Milesians, precursors of Herodotus and the real “fathers
of history,” and Pherekydes of Syros, the teacher of Pythag-
oras,
The higher philosophy, if it did not originate in these
parts, at least received here its earliest developments.
Thales the Milesian was the founder of the Ionic school;
the Italic school owed its origin to Pythagoras, and the
Eleatic to Xenophanes of Kolophon. Here, too, were pro-
duced the first great works of architecture and sculpture,
the precursors of those still more glorious monuments of
succeeding ages. Glaukus of Chios is said to have invented
the art of soldering metals ; and Rheekus of Samos and his
son Theodorus are reputed as the first who cast statues in
bronze and iron. The temple of Artemis at Ephesus, and
that of Hera in the island of Samos, were the two most
ancient in all Hellas, the construction of both having been



114 THE DAWN OF HISTORY.

begun about the same time—the former shortly before 600
B. C. by Theodorus, and the latter by Rheekus. They were
therefore earlier in date than the first great buildings erected
at Athens by Peisistratus,

For many years these Hellenic colonies in Asia Minor
preserved their independence. But, no general bond of union
existing between them, as soon as a neighboring nation rose
to imperial power they one by one fell beneath its yoke.
Such a nation was Lydia, the kings of which, even before
the time of Creesus, showed a hostile disposition; but it was
not until the reign of that monarch (559-546 B. c.) that they
were reduced to subjection. In vain did Thales of Miletus,
who was not merely a philosopher and man of science, but
also a practical inquirer into political and social problems,
urge the Ionian cities to form a federal council and make
provision for the common defense. His advice was un-
heeded, and not only the Ionian, but likewise the Doric and
ZAolic colonies of Asia Minor fell victims to the ambition of
Creesus.

The dominion of this monarch was of short duration ;
for about the same time rose Cyrus, the founder of the Per-
sian empire, who rapidly extended his sway over all cen-
tral and western Asia. Cresus, alarmed at the overshadow-
ing power of Persia, sought aid from the Lacedsmonians,
who were about to send troops to his assistance when the
tidings came to Greece that Crcesus and his kingdom were
already in the possession of Cyrus. But Persia proved for
the Greek colonies a more implacable foe than even Lydia.
The Spartans were not disposed to render their Hellenic
brethren the same aid that they had so readily promised to
Creesus ; and the Asiatic Greeks, abandoned to their fate,
all succumbed to the power of Cyrus, with the exception of
the Teans and a large portion of the Phoksans. The
former, preferring exile to Persian servitude, sailed away to
Thrace, and there founded the city of Abdera ; while the
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latter, actuated by the same motive, emigrated to the far
west and founded Massalia, which still exists under the name
of Marseilles. Cyrus subdued not only the Greeks of the
Asiatic continent, but also the adjacent islands, excepting
Samos, which during this same century attained a striking
prominence under the auspices of the tyrant Polykrates, and
remained independent of Persia until the time of King Da-
rius.

Much farther south than the other colonies lay the island
of Krete, belonging rather to the Mediterranean than to the
Agean. Homer, who makes no mention of the Dorians in any
part of Greece proper, speaks of them in the Odyssey in con-
nection with this island. Dorian colonies appear to have
been sent thither from Thessaly in the prehistoric period, as
well as from the Peloponnesus after the Herakleid conquest.
It is also certain that there existed strong points of resem-
blance between the laws of Sparta and those of Krete. The
popular assemblies gave their decisions by acclamation, and
affairs of state were mainly in the hands of ten annually
chosen archons, who bore some analogy to the ephors of
Sparta. The Kretan cities had also senates similar to the Spar-
tan gerusia, each composed of thirty members, chosen for
life from among those who had held the office of archon, sub-
ject to no higher authority, and forming their decisions in ac-
cordance with custom and precedent instead of written laws.
Furthermore, we find in Krete the institution of public meals,
which were there called andreia. Like the Spartans, the
citizens of the various Kretan states were wont to pass their
time in martial and athletic exercises, leaving the ordinary
pursuits of life to the peasantry and the slaves. On the other
hand, we find no trace of a military system similar to that of
Sparta. The various cities of the island were continually at
war with one another, and at the same time greatly subject
to civil strife, whereby they were effectually prevented from
attaining any prominence in Hellenic history.
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Nor did the great island of Kyprus, in which the earlier
Pheenician occupants were afterward partially displaced by
Grecian colonists, contribute much to the general prosperity
of the Hellenic nation. About the middle of the sixth cen-
tury B. ¢. it was subdued by the Egyptians, and about fifty
years later it fell under the yoke of Persia.

The colony of Kyrene, on the coast of that district of
northern Africa now called Tripolis, reflected much more
glory on the Hellenic name. Founded in the seventh cen-
tury B. c. by emigrants from the little island of Thera,
themselves descendants of the Dorians of Sparta, this city
rapidly increased in power, subdued the neighboring Libyans,
and even defeated the forces of Apries, king of Egypt. The
main cause of her power was the immense trade carried on
by land with Upper Egypt, Nubia, and the eastern countries
of central Africa, and her maritime commerce with Greece,
Asia Minor, and Carthage.

All the above colonies were founded in the prehistoric
period ; but much more important in their bearing on Hel-
lenic history were the colonies afterward planted on the
coasts lying to the west of Greece. The first Grecian state
founded on those western shores was Cums, situated on the
neck of the peninsula which terminates in Cape Misenum,
about 1050 B. c. For upward of three centuries Cums and
its offshoots clustered around the bay of Naples were the
sole western representatives of Hellenism, and the center
whence the first seeds of higher civilization became diffused
among the natives of Italy. But in the second half of the
eighth century B. 0. the Greeks suddenly began to flock in
swarms to the coasts of Sicily and southern Italy.

In 734 B. c. the Corinthians, having colonized Korkyra
as a convenient way-station to the west, founded Syracuse,
which became the greatest and most powerful of all the nu-
merous Grecian cities of the west. Korkyra rapidly increased
in size and wealth, and united with Corinth in forming many
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other colonies on the Sicilian coast. Shortly afterward no
less vigor was manifested in the colonization of the southern
coast of Italy. Here arose the important cities Rhegium,
Sybaris, and Kroton.

In 683 settlers from the Lokrians founded Epizephyrian
Lokri (thus called from the neighborhood of Cape Zephyri-
um), the native city of the lawgiver Zaleukus, who flourished
about 664 B. c., and whose written code of laws was the most
ancient in Greece, preceding by forty years that of the Athe-
nian Drako.

The colonization of Sicily and of southern Italy was a
sudden and spasmodic movement of the Hellenic nation,
lasting scarcely fifty years (736-683 B. c.). That we may
correctly understand this striking historical phenomenon, we
maust take into consideration the peculiar political and social
condition of Greece at that epoch. Almost every Hellenic
city was the scene of violent strife between the oligarchic
and democratic factions, in consequence of which many citi-
zens were prompted to emigrate to foreign parts in order
to seek a better or a quieter fortune. The first Messenian
war had just been brought to a close, and a large part of
the conquered Messenians became voluntary exiles. Soon
after civil dissensions in Sparta herself caused the departure
of many Laconians, who emigrated to Italy and became the
founders of Tarentum. Finally, it was about this time that
the Greeks in general, following the example of the Corin-
thians, began to construct those large ships called triremes,
by the aid of which they were able to undertake longer and
more difficult voyages.

The natives of southern Italy, and in the main these of
Sicily also, appear to have belonged to the Pelasgic branch of
the Indo-European race. As a rule, the Greeks, not content
with founding colonies, did their utmost to Hellenize the
natives of the surrounding territory, introducing among them
the language, religion, social customs, and political constitu-
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tions of Greece. This is the peculiar characteristic of the
Grecian system of colonization. The bold, energetic, and
ever-moving spirit which at the present day distingunishes the
so-called Anglo-Saxon race, was in an equal degree peculiar
to the ancient Greecks. The Romans, indeed, founded in
different parts of their empire fully as many colonies as their
Grecian predecessors had done; but the Roman colonies
were due to the efforts of the government rather than to the
spontaneous enterprise of the people, while the Grecian, more
especially those established before the time of Alexander
the Great, were mostly independent of state influence, and
therein bore a strong resemblance to the English colonies of
modern times.

The great movement of Hellenic colonization may be di-
vided into two distinet epochs, the first of which is the one
we are now considering. It commenced in the age immedi-
ately preceding the historic period, and continued until the
sixth century B. c., at which time the Grecian world began
the great work of expanding and perfecting its political and
intellectual life. Afterward, about the end of the fourth
century B. C., another extensive movement of colonization
began under Alexander and his successors—a movement
mainly directed eastward, and by land rather than by sea.
Its result was the successful Hellenization of Egypt and of all
western Asia, from the Caspian Sea to the deserts of Arabia,
and from the Mediterranean almost to the Indus. In both
these movements of colonization the Greek showed himself
superior to the Anglo-Saxon, in that he civilized and assimi-
lated the native races, instead of exterminating or driving
them out. The Hellenization of Sicily and southern Italy
was so complete that it survived the long centuries of Roman
sway ; nor could any subsequent conqueror, whether Lom-
bard, Norman, or Saracen, eradicate its vestiges, which in-
deed continue down to the present day. The reader must
not infer, however, that the Hellenic colonists established
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their own language in these countries to the exclusion of the
original tongues, or imposed on the natives their own cus-
toms and national character without being influenced by
them in turn. Such counter-influence must have been con-
siderable ; for most of the Grecian emigrants were men, who
upon their arrival on the new coasts married native women.
In this way the colonists and the natives coalesced and pro-
duced a mixed race, in which Hellenic characteristics pre-
dominated.

The colonies increased so rapidly in population and com-
merce that they began at an early period to excel the cities
of Greece in size, wealth, and power, whence southern Italy
soon received the name of “ Great Greece ? (Magna Gracia).
The two most distinguished of these Grmco-Italian cities
were Sybaris and Kroton. Sybaris could bring into the field
an array of three hundred thousand men, and the wealth and
luxury of her citizens became go proverbial that the term Syb-
arite has remained in use to the present day as synonymous
with ¢ luxurious” or ¢ voluptuous.”

Kroton was famous for the great number of her citizens
who proved victorious in the Olympic games, and also for
the celebrated school of philosophy founded there by Pytha-
goras'of Samos. This philosopher attempted to infuse his
own political theories into the government of the state, by
establishing a secret philosophical society, the members of
which were selected from among the wisest and best citi-
zens. Shortly after Pythagoras had reduced this system to
good working order, a war broke out between Kroton and
Sybaris (510 B. ¢.), in which the Sybarites were conquered
and their city was utterly destroyed. A few years afterward
there was a revolt in Kroton against the increasing power
and influence of the Pythagorean society, some of the mem-
bers of which were slain and others banished (504 =. c.).
Seven years later Pythagoras died in Metapontum, at the
venerable age of ninety. .The political societies he had
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founded in the various cities of Italy were dissolved, and the
Pythagoreans became thenceforth a mere philosophical sect.

The fall of Sybaris exercised a marked influence on the
future of all Hellas. One of the strongest bulwarks of Greek
civilization in Italy being thus swept away, the native tribes
of the central part of that peninsula were emboldened to ad-
vance southward. Cums and the other cities about the bay
of Naples became subject to their sway, and the Hellenic
dominion was thenceforth confined to the extreme southern
coast. About the same period began the decline of the Ionian
cities of Asia Minor, which likewise had formerly been more
wealthy and prosperous than those of Greece itself. When
we consider their remarkable development on the one hand,
and that of the Italian and Sicilian colonies on the other, we
may with propriety affirm that up to the close of the sixth cen-
tury B. c. the wings of the Hellenic world were more power-
ful than the center. About that period a change took place
in these relations. The cities of Asia Minor were brought
under the yoke of Persia; those of Italy were seriously
weakened by wars with one another, and by the encroach-
ments of the tribes of the interior ; while at the same time
Athens and Sparta so rapidly developed their power that the
center regained its normal weight. The Sicilian colonies were
the only ones that continued to flourish during the fifth cen-
tury. It was not, in fact, until then that the commerce and
power of Syracuse, the most eminent of them all, were devel-
oped on a grand scale, through the efforts of her energetic
sovereign Gelon, who usurped the throne in 484 B. 0. .

The coasts of Macedonia and Thrace also, and even the
shores of the Euxine or Black Sea, were studded with Gre-
cian cities. The natives of Macedonia were semi-Hellenic in
character, somewhat resembling in language and customs
the less civilized tribes of Epirus. Of the numerous purely
Grecian colonies on their coast, the oldest was Methone,
founded by the Eretrians about the same time that the Co-
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rinthians established themselves in Korkyra. The founda-
tion of Abdera on the Thracian coast, by fugitive Teans from
Asia Minor, has already been alluded to. The Chians and
Lesbians also established colonies there, it is not known with
certainty at what period. The neighboring islands of Thasos
and Samothrace, which had at a remote period been in pos-
session of the Phanicians, also became Hellenized. The for-
mer consists almost entirely of a single mountain partially
covered with forests, whence the Parian poet .Archilochus
humorously likened it to an ass with a load of wood on its
back. The barrenness of its soil was amply compensated
for by the richness of its gold-mines, which about the begin-
ning of the fifth century were so productive as to pay all the
expenses of the government, and to leave an annual surplus
of from two to three hundred talents. On the Thracian
Chersonese the Milesians founded the city of Kardia ; and
on the northern shore of the Propontis, or Sea of Marmora,
were Perinthus and the Megarian colonies Chalkedon, Se-
lymbria, and Byzantium, the last occupying the site of the
present Constantinople. Of the many colonies that bordered
the Euxine, the most important were Sinope, Trapezus, Olbia,
and Tanais,

Such was the condition of the Hellenic nation during the
early portion of the historic period. The spontaneous and
almost unrestrained natural impulses of the heroic ages, under
the influence of written laws and advancing civilization, had
become crystallized into definite social and political institu-
tions, and the unrefined virtues of former years were now
regulated by the graces of cultivated thought and speech.
At the same time the wonderful instinct of expansion, that
had formed for itself a vent in the establishment of colonies
throughout the vast basin of the Mediterranean, had the
effect not of weakening, but rather of strengthening, the
bonds of the Hellenic race. For that race, which now com-
prised about twenty millions of people, although scattered
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from Olympus to Kyrene, and from Marseilles to Asia Mi-
nor, although divided into many independent states of every
possible political complexion, from the narrow oligarchy of
Sparta to the liberal democracy of Athens, was neverthe-
less united by strong moral and social ties, far outweighing
in political importance the lack of political consolidation.
Herodotus reckons these ties as fourfold—namely, those of
common blood, of common language, of common institutions,
and of common worship.

CHAPTER VL
LITERATURE—SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS BONDS.

TaE Greek language was divided into numerous dia-
lects, which the later grammarians classified into four main
groups, the Ionic, the Doric, the Aolio, and the Attic. The
Greek tongue was seldom made the medium of prose com-
position until about the end of the period we are now con-
sidering, but continued to produce wonderful heroic poems,
though the ancient epic style underwent a gradual decline
after the close of the heroic epoch. The new forms that
were developed were the iambic, the gnomic, and especially
the lyric, in all of which many inimitable pieces were pro-
duced. In the following, or fifth century B. c., poetic art
attained its highest perfection in the tragic and comic drama.
At the beginning of that century flourished the best of the
lyric poets, Pindar and Simonides, and the great tragic poet
ZAschylus. To the preceding periods belong the poets Ar-
chilochus, Kallinus, Tyrteus, Alkman, Arion, Stesichorus,
Alksus, Sappho, Solon, Theognis, and Anakreon—all, in
whatever dialect they wrote, admired and loved equally at
Athens and Sparta, at Kroton and Miletus, at Kyrene and
Trapezus, and thus serving as living links in the great chain



LITERATURE—SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS BONDS. 128

that bound together the scattered branches of the Hellenio
race. ,
The contempt for everything not Hellenic, which was
soon to find for itself a vent in the opprobrious epithet “bar-
barian,” had not yet become prevalent, and in fact did not
distinctly assert itself until after the establishment of the
Persian empire. In the sixth century B. c. this term was
used in a much milder sense than during and after the Per-
sian wars, and the relations between the Greeks and the
contiguous races were more familiar, and based on a feel-
ing of moral equality which afterward disappeared. Amasis,
king of Egypt, although he made war upon and subdued
the Grecian cities on the island of Kyprus, liberally contrib-
uted to the redrection of the temple at Delphi, took for a
wife a Grecian woman of Kyrene, and presented many stat-
ues to various Hellenio cities. Alyattes, the predecessor of
Creesus on the throne of Lydia, erected at Miletus two tem-
ples in honor of Athene, in place of the one that had been
burned during his attack on that city.

The kingly generosity of Cresus was eulogized by Pin-
dar. The partiality manifested by that sumptuous monarch
for Hellenic art and culture in every form, together with his
lavish hospitality and the rich presents he was wont to be-
stow, attracted to his court many of the most distinguished
men of Greece—among them Asop, the celebrated fabulist ;
Alkmson, who commanded the Athenians in the first sacred
war ; Miltiades, son of Kypselus, who led the first Athenian
colony to the Thracian Chersonese ; and, although there are
strong chronological difficulties against the probability of
Solon’s reputed visit to the court of Lydia, the very fact that
the legends bring the name of this wise and learned man
into connection with Creesus sufficiently attests the intimate
relations then subsisting between the Greeks and the more
civilized of the foreign nations around them. From the
Olympio festival and from the so-called religious mysteries
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foreigners were indeed excluded from the very first ; but it
was not until a later period that they were shut off from all
the Panhellenic games.

The strongest moral and social links that united the
widely scattered branches of the great Hellenic race were
the Olympian, the Pythian, the Nemean, and the Isthmian
games, together with the Delphic oracle. To this shrine
continually resorted vast throngs of worshipers and inquir-
ers from all parts of Hellas, while the celebrations of the
games were 80 regulated as to make the intercourse between
the different Hellenic states almost incessant. Not only were
all those who conquered in these games held in the high-
est esteem in every Hellenic land, but all who came to wit-
ness them sacrificed to the same gods on the same altars;
looked upon the same contests, and by their offerings con-
tributed to the enrichment and adornment of the same sa-
cred spot. Kings, nobles, and private citizens were sub-
jected to the same rules, submitted to the same penalty when
they violated them, engaged in the same contests, and ob-
tained the same reward when they came forth victorious.
Not only did the multitude gather to behold the athletic
sports, but poets, philosophers, and historians thronged thither
in order to submit their compositions to the judgment of all
the assembled Greeks. When the victors returned crowned
with the customary garlands of bay, their native city received
them with pomp and parade, the poets wrote odes in their
honor, and the historians commemorated their achievements
as if they were of national importance.

When, therefore, we take into consideration the move-
ment from the farthest corner of Hellas to the center, and
thence back again, we can not fail to recognize the fact that
the lack of political union between the various states was
amply compensated for by these social and religious bonds.
But the cohesive power of the Grecian race was destined soon
" tobe put to a terrible test by the formidable Persian invasions.



PART THIRD.
THE PERSIAN WARS.

CHAPTER I
PERSIA,

Establishment of the Empire.

ONE of the most striking points of difference between
Asia and Europe lies in the manner in which the political
communities of the respective continents have originated
and grown. In Europe they have always been formed from
small beginnings, and have increased little by little, devel-
oping their energy gradually, and lengthening their existence
through many generations and even centuries. In Asia,
however, great empires have quickly sprung up and as
speedily decayed. Such was essentially the fortune of the
Persian empire, which, beginning with the small district of
Persia proper (the ancient Persis), was expanded into a
mighty dominion by the efforts of Cyrus the Great, about
the middle of the sixth century B, c. Within thirty years
from the commencement of the conquests of this chieftain,
his empire embraced the western half of Asia and the lower
valley of the Nile. Within thirty years more it had entered
upon its decline, and within two centuries from its first for-
mation it had entirely disappeared.

The district of Persis, the nucleus of this great political
system, was a small province lying northeast of the upper
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extremity of the Persian Gulf. Its inhabitants belonged to
the Zendio or Iranic branch of the Indo-European division of
the Caucasian race, as did likewise those of the neighboring
district of Media, and in general all the Asiatic tribes dwell-
ing between the river Oxus on the north and the Persian
Gulf on the south, and between the river Indus on the east
and the Zagrus Mountains on the west. Most of these na-
tions professed the religion of Zoroaster, and spoke different
dialects of the Zendic tongue, or languages closely allied
thereto.

Persis was a rough and mountainous country, and the
Persians were an athletic race, of simple habits, divided
into eleven tribes, of which seven were agricultural and four
nomadic. Of all these tribes, the most powerful was that
of the Pasargads, to which belonged Cyrus, who made this
little nation the ruler of all western Asia. His first ex-
ploit was to excite his countrymen to rebellion against the
Medes, to whom they were subject. The contest that en-
sued is said to have been long and desperate ; but the insur-
gent Persians finally overcame Astyages, the Median king,
who was connected by marriage with the royal family of
Lydia. The Medes, however, although conquered, remained
ever afterward closely associated with the Persians, and were
regarded as the second nation in importance in the empire.
So intimate, indeed, were their relations, and so closely al-
lied were they in language and national character, that the
Greeks were accustomed to use the terms Medes and Per-
sians as synonymous and interchangeable.

After the defeat and overthrow of Astyages, his relative
Craesus proposed to take vengeance on his conqueror Cyrus.
But the latter quickly marched into Asia Minor with a large
army, and, before beginning his campaign against Creesus,
sought to secure the Grecian cities of that section as allies.
Deeming Lydia the stronger power of the two, they declined
his offers. The result showed that they were in error. After
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a bloody but indecisive battle fought near Pteria, a city of
Kappadokia, to the east of the river Halys (546 B. ¢.), Cree-
sus retreated to his capital city Sardis, and applied to the
Lacedeemonians for assistance. But the rapid movements
of the Persian conqueror set at naught this alliance even be-
fore it was consummated. Cyrus at once pushed on to Sardis,
and the Lydian empire was for ever at an end. The Grecian
cities of Asia Minor, with the exception of Miletus, were
then, after a brave resistance, subdued by Cyrus; and the
islands of Chios and Lesbos also thought it best to recognize
his supremacy. Cyrus subsequently made himself master of
Babylon, Phenicia, and all Syria, and (529 B. c.) died in
the course of an expedition against the Scythians.

Cambyses, his son and successor, during a reign of seven
years and five months, subdued Egypt and the Hellenic col-
ony of Kyrene in Africa. Upon his death Smerdis, a Mede,
usurped the throne and attempted to restore the ancient su-
premacy of his own countrymen. But after a reign of seven
months he was assassinated by a party of Persian noblemen,
who placed upon the throne one of their own number, Darius,
son of Hystaspes, who was also a member of the famous
family of the Achemenidze.

This prince proved himself the most liberal and energetic
sovereign that ever occupied the throne of Persia. In his
foreign wars, indeed, he was not invariably successful, and
the conquests effected by him were of small importance in
comparison with those of Cyrus. The greatest monument
of his genius was his masterly organization of the immense
conquests of his predecessors into a compact whole. When
he ascended the throne the public affairs were in great con-
fusion, and the empire bade fair to fall to pieces in conse-
quence of its own weight. Darius 