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PREFACE.

Tue reader is requested to observe, that, though
the plan of this work is entirely his own, the com-
piler of it does not put it forth as in any way origi-
nal in respect to language or description. It is, in
fact, a much better book, than if it had been what
is strictly called original, (which, indeed, must-have
involved an utter impossibility :) for it is a selection
of some of the best materials the British Museum
could furnish; sometimes worked up in his own
language ; and sometimes—and, indeed, very fre-
quently—in that of others: the compiler having, at
an humble distance and with unequal stéps, followed
the plan which M. Rollin proposed to himself, when
he composed his celebrated history of ancient times. .
—¢To adorn and cnrich my own,” says that cele-
brated writer, “ I will be so ingenuous as to confess,
that I do not scruple, nor am ashamed, to rifle where-
ever I come ; and'that I often do not cite the authors
from whom I transcribe, because of the liberty I
take to make some slight alterations. I havemade the
best use in my power of the solid reflections that occur
in the Bishop of Meaux’s Universal History, which
is one of the most beautiful and most useful books in
our language. /I have also received great. assistanco
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from the learned Dean Prideaux’s ¢ Connexion of the
Old and New Testament,” in which he has traced
and cleared up, in an admirable manner, the par-
ticulars relating to ancient history. I shall take the
same liberty with whatever comes in my way, that
may suit my design, and contributo to its perfection.
I am very sensible, that it is not so much for a per-
son’s reputation to make unse of other men’s labours,
and that it is in a manner renouncing the name and
quality of author. But I am not over-fond of that
title, and shall be extremely well pleased, and think
myself very happy, if I can but deserve the name of
a good compiler; and supply my readers with a
tolerable history, who will not be over-solicitous to
inquire what hand it comes from, provided they are
but pleased with it.”

Having followed thisexample,~—theecompiler wishes
he eould say with equal effect,—he will be fully satis-
fied, should judicious readers feel inclined to concede,
that he has shown some judgment in selecting his
" materials, and some taste in binding ¢ the beads of
the chain,” that eonneets them together. He dis-
claims, in fact, (as, in the present instance, he is
bound to do), all the ¢ dizine konours” of author-
ship ; satisfied with those of a selecter, adapter, and
compiler ; and happy in the hope that he has here,
by means of the superior writers, whose labours he
has used, furnished his readers with an useful; acen-
rate, and amusing work. C. B.

Lo.don, January 1st, 1840.
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RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES.

NO. I.—ABYDOS.

Of chance or change, oh! let not man complain;
Else shall he never, never, cease to wail ;
For from the imperial dome, to where the swain
Rears his lonc cottage in the silent dale,
All feel the assault of fortune’s fickle gale.
Art, empire, earth itself, to change are doom’d;
Earthquakes have raised to heaven the humble vale;
And gulfs the mountains’ mighty mass entomb’d 3
And where the Atlantic rolls wide continents have bloom’d.
BEATTIE.

Tar1s city stood on the Asiatic side of the Helles-
pont, now called the Dardanelles, opposite to the
city of Sestos, on the European side, the distance
from each other being about two miles. Abydos
was built by the Milesians, and became greatly cele-
brated from the circumstance that it was here that
Xerxes built his bridge over the Hellespont ;—also for
the loves of Hero and Leander.

Philip, king of Macedon, laid siege to this city,
and nothing of what is generally practised in the
assaulting and defending of cities was omitted in the
siege. No place, say the historians, was ever defended
with greater obstinacy, which might be said at
length, on the side of the besieged, to have risen to

B
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fury and brutality. Confiding in its-own strength,
they repulsed, with the greatest vigour, the approaches
of the Macedonians. lgzﬁding, however, at last, that
the outer wall of their city was sapped, and that the
Macedonians carried their mines under the inner one,
they sent deputies to Philip, offering to surrender the -
city on certain conditions, one of which wasg, that all the
free citizens should retire whithersoever they pleased,
with the clothes they then hadon. These conditions
were not approved by Philip, he therefore sent for
answer, that the Abydonians had only to choose,
whether they would surrender at discretion or con-
tinue to defend themselves gallantly as they had
before done.

When the citizens heard this they assembled toge-
ther, to consider what they should do in so great an
emergency ; and here we have to record, not in our
own language but in that of others, for our pen
would be uncqual to the deseription, circumstances
scarcely to be paralleled in all history! It is thus
given by Rollin:—

They came to these resolutions; first, that the
slaves should be set at liberty, to animate them to
defend tho city with the utmost vigour; sccondly,
that all the women should be shut up in the temple of
Diana, and all the children with their nurses in the
Gymnasium ; that this being done, they then should
bring into the great square all the gold and silver in
the city, and carry all the rest of the valuablo cffects
into the quadriremo of the Rhodians and the trireme
of the Cyzicenians. This resolution having passed
unanimously, another assembly was called, in which
they chose fifty of the wisest and most ancient of the
citizens, but who at the samo time had vigour enough
left to execute what should have been determined ;
aud they were made to; take-an, oath;/ in preseuee of
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all the inhabitants, that the instant they saw the
enemy master of the inner wall they should kill the
women and children, set fire to the galleys laden
with their effects, and throw into the sea all the gold
and silver which they had heaped together. Then,
sending for their priests, they took an oath either to
conquer or die, sword in hand; and after having
sacrificed the victims, they obliged the priests and
priestesses to pronounce before the altar the greatest
curses on those who should Dbreak their oath.
This being done, they left off countermining, and
resolved, the instant the wall should fall, to fly to
“the breach and fight to the last. Accordingly, the
inward wall tumbling, the besieged, truc to the oath
they had taken, fought in the breach with such un-
paralleled bravery, that though Philip had perpetu-
ally sustained with fresh soldiers those who had
mounted to the assault, yet, when night separated
the combatants, he was still doubtful with regard to
the success of the siege. Such Abydomians as marched
first to the breach, over the heaps of slain, fought
with fury, and not only made use of their swords
and javelins, but after their arms were broken to
pieces or forced from their hands, they rushed furi-
ously npon the Macedonians, knocked down some,
broke the long spears of others, and with the pieces
struck their faces and such parts of their bodies as
werg uncovered, till they made them entirely despair
of the event. When night had put an end to the
slaughter, the breach was quite covered with the
dead bodies of the Abydonians, and those who had
escaped were so prodigiously fatigued, and had
received so many wounds, that they could scarce
support themsclves. Things Dbeing brought to this
dreadful extremity, two of the principal citizens,
unable to” execute | the ‘dreadful’ resolution:that had

BTY
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been taken, and which at that time displayed
itself to their imaginations in all its horror, agreed
that, to save their wives and children, they should
send to Philip by day-break all their priests and
priestesses, clothed in pontifical habits, to implore
his mercy and open their {;ates to him. Aceord-
ingly the next morning the city, as had been
agreed, was surrendered to Philip, during which the
greatest part of the Abydonians, who survived, vented
millions of imprecations agaiust their fellow-citizens,
and especially against the priests and priestesses, for
deliveringup to tho enemy those whom they themselves
had devoted to death with the most dreadful oaths. -
Philip marched into the city and seized, without the
least opposition, all the rich effects which the Aby-
donians had heaped togcether in one place. But now
he was greatly terrified with the spectacle ho saw.
Among these ill-fated citizens, whom despair had
made furious and distracted, somo wero strangling
their wivesand children; and others cutting them with
swords to pieces ; some were running to murder them;
some were plunging them into wells; whilst others
were precipitating them from the tops of the houses ;
in a word, death appeared in a varicty of horrors.
Philip, pierced with grief, and seized with horror at
the speetacle, stopped tho soldiers who were greedy
of plunder, and published a declaration, importing
that he would allow three days to all, who were
resolved to lay violent hands on themselves. He was
in hopes that during this interval they would change
their resolution, but they had made their choice before.
They thought it would be degenerating from those,
who had lost their lives in fighting for their country,
should they survive them. The individuals of every
family killed one another, and nonc cscaped this
inurdergus expedition ;but- thase whose  hands were
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tied, or were otherwise kept from destroying them-
sclves.

Nothing now remains of the ancient town, but a
few insignificant ruins in the neighbourhood of the
modern one *,

NO. 1I.——ABYDUS.

ABypus, in Egypt, isnow called Madfuneh, or the
Buried City. According to Pliny and Strabo it was
a colony of Milesians. 1t is said once to have nearly
equalled Thebes in grandeur and magnificence ; but 1t
was reduced to a village in the reign of Augustus,
and is now only a heap of uninhabited ruins.

In its neighbourhood, however, the cclebrated
tomb of Ismandes is still found ; he who built the
temple of Osiris, into which no singers or dancers
were ever allowed to enter. Besides numerous tomnbs
and sepulchral monuments, that are continually
found here, the remains of two grand edifices, and
other ruins, evince its former extent, and justify
the assertion of Strabo, that Abydus formerly
held the first rank after Thebes itself. One of those
edifices was called the Palace of Memnon ; but it
was, in reality, commenced by Osirei, and completed
by his son Remesis I1., and from the peculiar nature
of its plan, and the structure of its roof, it is parti-
cularly interesting to the antiquary. This last is
formed of large blocks of stone placed from one archi-
trave to the other ; not, as usual in Egyptian build-
ings, on their faces, but on their sides; so that
consldcmble thickness having been given to the roof,
a vault was afterwards cut in them, without endan-
gering its stability. The other building is the famous
temple of Osiris, who was reported to have been
buried in Abydus, and who was worshipped there in
his most sacred character. There are many other

* Plutarch 5 Diodorus ; Rolliny Sandwich.
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places, says Plutarch, where his corpse is said to have
been deposited ; but Abydus and Memphis are men-
tioned in particular as having the true body ; and for
this reason the rich and powerful of the Egyptians
were desirous of being buried in the former of these -
two citics, in order to lie, as it were, in the same grave
with Osiris himself. The fact, that the natives of
other towns also were buried at Abydus, is fully
confirmed by modern discoveries ; and inscriptions,
purporting that the deceased were from some distant
part of tho country, are frequently found in tho
tombs of its extensive cemetery. Tho temple of
Osiris was completed by Remesis II., who enriched
it with a splendid sanctuary, rendered unusually
conspicuous from the materials used in its construc-
tion, being entirely lined with oriental alabaster.
Ho also added to the numerous chambers and courts
many clegant and highly-finished sculptures. One
of theso lateral apartments contains the famous
tablet of kings, discovered by Mr. Bankes, and
which, in an historical point of view, is ono of the
most precious monuments hitherto met with among
the ruins of Egypt. In the ccmetery to the north-
ward are somnc other stonc remains, among which is
one of the time of Remesis the Second, and another
bearing thoname of Sabaco.

The reservoir mentioned by Strabo, which was
cased with stone, may be traced on the east side
of the ancient town; and in the mountain, to the
north-west, arc some limestone quarries, and an
inclined road leading to a narrow grotto, in an un-
finished state, and without sculpture.

The Arabs, in scarching for treasure, have heaped
up piles of earth and rubbish ; but there are no inha-
bitants*.

7717 v* Pliny; Strabg ; (Pldvarch; Diodorus g | Wilkineom,




RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES 7

NO. 11I.—ZEGESTA.

Tae sterile country between Trapani and Alcamo
(in Sicily) may render the stranger better prepared
to contemplatc one of the finest of ancient monu-
ments—all that remains of Zgesta, celebrated for
the temple of the Eryecinian Venus. This town,
situated on a height at the base of Mount Eryx,
was deserted and almost in ruins at so early a period
as the time of Strabo.

All travellers, who have examined the temple,
are unanimous in its commendation. « The effect it
produced at a distance,” says Mons. Simon, ““increased
as Lapproached. Such is the magic of its proportions,
and the beauty of its forms, that, at whatever side it
may be viewed, it is equally admirable. It has
braved the influence of time-——the edifice stands
entire, columns, entablature, pediment—all except
the cella and roof, whieh have disappeared. The
columns, of the Ionic order, are about seven feet in
diameter at the base, tapering towards the top, and
only four diameters in height; but they form, with
the front, a total height of fifty-eight feet. The
dimensions of the interior are about one hundred
and seventy-four feet by seventy-two.”

This city was destroyed by Agathocles. At a
subsequent time it was the residence of the tyrant
ZEmilius Censorinus, who offered rewards to such
artists as were the most ingenious in the invention
of instruments of torture !*

* Simon ; Count Fedor de Karacray ; Malte-Brun.
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NO, IV.~—ZAGINA.

“WE seated ourselves on a fallen column,” says
Mr. Williams, ¢ and could not but admive the scene
before us: Attica, Peloponnesus, and the gulf of
Agina, with their many points of attraction, ad-
dressing both the eye and the mind! While we were
enjoying the splendid view, two shepherds stepped
from the ruins, and passing their crooks from their
right hand to their left, pressed their hearts and
foreheads, and kissed their hands in a manner than
which nothing could be more graceful. Their eyes
bespoke their curiosity to know what brought us
thero; and when we looked across the gulf, they
both exclaimed, ¢Athense! Athenz! as if we were
desirous to know the name of the distant spot, that
marked the sitc of Athens.”

Servius Sulpitius mentions ZEgina in a very agree-
able manner to Cicero, who was then grieving for
the loss of his daughter Tullia :—* Once,” said he,
“when I was in distress, I received a sensible alle-
viation of my sorrow from a cirenmstance, which, in
the hope of its having the same influence upon you,
I will take this opportunity of relating. I was re-
turning from Asia; and as I was steering my course,
I began to contemplato the surrounding country.
Behind me was Agina; Megara in the front; the
Pirans occupied my right hand, and Corinth my
left. These cities, once flourishing, were now reduced
to irretrievable ruin. ¢ Alas!’ said I, somewhat in-
dignantly, ¢shall man presume to complain of the
shortness and the ills of life, whose being in this
world is necessarily short, when I see so many cities,
at one view, totally destroyed?” This reflection, my
friend, relieved my sorrow,”

Mr, Dodyell, when ho.was, in ¥Egina, lodged at
the house of the principal Greek,who was acquainted
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with the leading particulars of its history ; and when
he talked of its former grandeur, and compared it
with its present abject condition, the tears came into
his cyes, and he exclaimed—¢ Alas ! where is AEgina
now?”

The island of ZEgina lics between Attica and
Argolis, eighteen miles distant from the coast of
Athens and fourteen from Epidaurus. It does not
exceed nine miles in its greatest length, nor six miles
in its greatest breadth; its interior is rough and
mountainous, and the valleys, though they are made
to bear corn, cotton, olive, and fruit trees, are stony
and narrow. Notwithstanding this, in ancient days,
through the blessings of commerce, this spot in the
seas of Greece was the residence of a numerous and
most thriving population, who created upon it such
works as are still the admiration of the civilised
world, though they are now in ruins ; the place, how-
ever, of those who built them, is scantily occupied
by an impoverished and degraded race of men.

The people of Agina were the first who coined
money to be subservient to the uses of life, agreeably
to the advice of Phidon, who considered that a
maritime commerce would best be promoted, where
exchange and accommodation became easy and fami-
liar between the vendor and purchaser.

The place, too, had the advantage of securnity; an
important point in the earlier ages of Greece, when
piracy was a common and honourable profession. Tt
lay deep within a gulf; nature had made aceess to
its shores difficult, by nearly encircling them with
rocks and sand-banks ; and its industrious population
added artificial defences. Its port also was com-
modious, and well protected against the attacks of
man, Ilere, therefore, the goods procured, far and
near, by the enterprising inhabitants, could be lodged
without fear of pillage, and the Greeks would resort
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hither as to a general mart, where whatever they
wanted mlght be purchased. Wealth would thus
flow into the island, and its inhabitants, with their
exquisite feeling for all that was beautiful, would
employ their wealth in cultivating the fine arts, and
in covering their barren rocks with grand and graco-
ful edifices; and this was shown by the ancient
inhabitants of Aigina having had the honour of
introducing a sty)e in sculpture superior to all that
preceded, though inferior to the ultimate perfeetion
of the Athcnmn school.

Zgina was, originally, subject to kings; but it
aftcrw:u'ds adopteﬁ the republican form of govern-
ment. It was at length reduced by the Athenians,
and continued subject to them, till, at the end of the
Macedonian war, it was declared free by the Romans.
In the reign of Vespasian, however, it underwent the
same fortune as the other states of Greece.

A.D. 1536, it was subdued by the Turks, after an
obstinate resistance ; the capital was plundered and
burned ; and, after a great slaughter of the inhabit-
ants, the rest were carried into slavery—not an un-
worthy fate, had it occurred in ancient times, for a
people, who were possessed of 420,000 slaves !

The sito of Zgina, the capital of the island, has
long been forsaken. Instead of the temples, men-
tioned by Pausanias, there arc thirteen lonely
churches, all very mean, and two Doric columns
supporting their architrave. These stand by the
sca-side toward the low cape; and, it has been sup-
posed, arc a remnant of a temple of Venus, which
was situated by the port prineipally frequented.
The theatre, which is recorded as greatly worth
secing, resembled that of the Epidaurians, both in
size and workmanship. It was not far from the
private~port; the. stadium,;which like . that <at
Pricne, was constructed with only one side, being
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joined to it behind, and each structure mutually sus-
taining and propping the other.

The most celebrated of its edifices was the temple
of Jupiter Panhellenius. ¢ This temple,” says Colonel
Leake, ¢ was erected upon a large paved platform,
and must, when eomplete, have been one of the most
remarkable examples in Greece of the majesty and
beauty of its sacred edifices, as well as of the admi-
rable taste with which the Greeks enhanced those
qualities by an attention to loeal situation and sur-
rounding scenery. It is not only in itself one of the
finest specimens of Grecian architecture, but is the
more curious as being, in all probability, the most
ancient example of the Doric order in Greece, with the
exception of the columns at Corinth.” This temple
is far from any habitation, and is surrounded with
shrubs and small pine-trees. No ruin in Greece is more
rich in the picturesque, as every point of view has some
peculiar charm:—¢ When I was at Aigina,” says
Mr. Dodwell, ¢the interior of the temple was
covered with large blocks of stone, and overgrown
with bushes. This circumstance produced a sort of
confusion, which, while it intermingled the trees and
the architecture, made a great addition to the pic-
turesque effect of the interesting scene. The place
has since been cleared, the stones have been takenm
away, and the trees cut down to facilitate the
removal of the statues which were found among the
ruins. Though these changes may have made some
deduction from the pleasure with which the painter
would have viewed the spot, yet they have added
greatly to the gratification of the classical traveller,
by whom all the architectural details may now be
readily examined and accurately discriminated.”

This ruin Dr. Chandler considers as scareely to be
paralleled i its claim to remote antiquity. The situa-
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tion on a lonely mountain at a distance from the sea
has preserved it from total demolition, and all the
changes and accidents of numerous centuries®.
Lusieri classes the architecture of the temple
of the Panhellenian Jupiter at Agina with that of
Pxstum in Lucania :—¢ In their buildings,” says he,
¢ the Doric order attained a pre-eminence which it
never passed; not a stone has been there placed
without some evident and important design; every
part of the structure bespeaks its own essential uti-
lity. Of such a nature were works in architecture,
when tho whole aim of the architect was to unito
grandeur with utility ; the former being founded on the
latter.  All then was truth, strength, and sublimity.”
In 1811, several statues of Parian marble were
discovered by two English gentlemen and two Ger-
manst, the rivals in the style of which arc said no-
where to be found. They were excavated from the
two extremities of tho temple below the tympana,
from which they had fallen at some unknown period.
Mr. Dodwell has given the following account of
them :—¢ I shall not attempt,” says he, ““a minute
description of these precions remains of the ZKginetic
school ; tho discovery of which, in its importance,
has not been surpassed by any of the kind in modern
times. They are supposed by some to represent the
principal heroes of the Iliad contending with the
Trojans for the body of Patroclus. Minerva, armed

* ¢ /Egina abounds,’’ says Wheler, ¢ with a sort of red-legged
partridge, against which, by order of tho Ipitropi, or the chicf
magistrate of the town, all, both young and old, go out yeaily, as
the pigmies of old did against the cranes, to war with, and to
break their cggs before they are hatched ; otherwise, by thelr
multitudes, they would so destroy and eat up the corn, that they
would inevitably bring a famiue every year upon the place.”

+ Mr. C. R. Cockercll and Mr, John Foster; W, Linckh and
Baron Hallcr. =
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with her helmet, is the principal figure ; and from,its
superior size, is conjectured to have stood in the
centre of the tympanum, below which it was found.
The other figures are combatants in various costumes
and attitudes ; their shields are circular, and their
helmets erowned with the lophes. The bodies of
some are naked, while others are covered with
armour or leather; their attitudes are judiciously
adapted to the four tympana, and the places which
they oceupied. They were evidently made prior to the
introduction of the beautiful ideal in Grecian sculp-
ture. The muscles and the veins, which are anato--
mically correct, exhibit the soft flexibility of life, and
every motion of the body is in scientific harmony
with that of nature. The limbs are strong, though
not Herculean, and elegant without effeminacy ;
ne preposterous museular protuberance, no unnatural
feminine delicacy offends the eye. They are noble
without being harsh or rigid, and are composed
with Dorie severity mingled with the airy grace of
youthful forms; the perfection of the finish is quite
wonderful ; every part being in a style worthy of the
most beautiful cameo. The extremities of the hands
and feet merit more particular admiration. Indeed,
the ancients thought-that clegant fingers and nails
were essential ingredients in the composition of the
beautiful. The most extraordinary cireumstance,
however, in these statues, is the want of expression,
and the sameness of countenance, which is to be
observed in all the heads. This approximation to
identity is certainly net fortuitous; for the artists,
who were able to throw so much varied beauty
into the forms of the bodjes, were, no doubt, fully
able to infuse a similar diversity of expression into
the features. Their talent was probably eonfined
to one style of countenance by some religious pre-
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Jjudice. Perhaps some ancient and much venerated
statue served as a model, from which it might
not have been consistent with the feeling of rever-
ence, or with the state of opiuion, to deviate. The _
formation and posture of the bodies afforded a greater
scope and a wider field for the talent of the sculptor;
for while tho Doric severity of the early Aginetic
school is evidently diffused through the whole, yet a
eorrectness of muscular knowledge; and a strict ad-
herence to natural beauty, are conspicuously blended
in every statue. An unmeaning and inanimate smile is
prevalent in all the faces; every one of the heroes,
who is mortally wounded, is supporting himself in
the most beautiful attitude, and smiling upon death!
In short, the conquerors and the conquered, the dying
and dead, have all one expression, or rather none at
all. The high finish of the hair is particularly worthy
of notice. Some in curls, which hang down in short
ringlets, are of lead, and still remain. The helmets
were ornamented with metallic accessories, and the
offensive weapons were probably of bronze ; but they
have not been found. All the figures have been
painted ; the colour is still visible, thongh nearly
effaced.  The colour on the agis of Minerva is very
distinguishable ; but the white marble, of which the
statues are composed, has assumed a yellow dye
from the soil in which they were buried.”

Dr. Clarke tells us, that Lusieri found here
both medals and vases in such numbers, that he
was under the necessity of dismissing the peasants
who amassed them, without purchasing more than
half that were brought to him ; although they were
offered for a very trifling consideration, and were of
very high antiquity *.

. \\'I;clcr; Chandler; Barthélemi; Sandwicl; Lusieri; Clarke;
Dodwell; Williams; Leake.
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NO., V.—AGRIGENTUM.

Tre citadel of Agrigentum (Sicily) was situated
on Mount Agragas ; the city in the vale below ; form-
ing a magnificent spectacle at a distance, It was
founded by a native of Rhodes, according to Poly-
bius ; but by a colony from Ionia, according to Strabo;
about one hundred and eighty years after the founding
of Syracuse. Thucydides, however, says that it was
founded by a colony from Gela. The government
was at first monarchical ; afterwards democratical.

Phalaris, so well known for his superior talent and
tyranny, usurped the sovereignty, which for some
time afterwards was under the sway of the Cartha-
ginians. In its most flourishing condition, it is said
to have contained not less than two hundred thousand
persons, who submitted, without resistance, to the
superior authority of the Syracusans.

Some idea of the wealtl: of this city may be ima-
gined, from what is stated by Diodorus Siculus, of
one of its citizens. At the time when Exenetes,
who had been declared victor in the Olympic games®,
entered the city in triumph, he did so in a magnificent
chariot, attended by three hundred more, all drawn
by white horses. Their habits were adorned with
gold and silver ; and nothing was ever more splendid
than their appearance. Gellias, the most wealthy
citizen of the place, erected several apartments in lis
house for the reception and entertainment of guests.
Servants waited by his order at the gates of the city,
to invite all strangers to lodge at their master’s house,
whither they conducted them. A violent storm
having obliged one hundred horsemen to take shelter
there, Gellias entertained them all in his house, and

* Rellin,
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supplied them immediately with dry clothes, of which
he had always a great quantity in his wardrobe,

Though this gives us some notion of his wealth,
there is another description still more indicative of
his humanity. He entertained the people with spec-
tacles and feasts ; and, during a famine, prevented the
citizens from dying with hunger; he gave portions to
poor maidens also, and rescued the unfortunate from
want and despair. He had houses built in the city
and the country, purposely for the accommodation of
strangers, whom he usually dismissed with handsome
presents. Five hundred shipwrecked citizens of Gela,
applying to him, were bountifully relieved ; and
every man supplied with a cloak and a coat out of
his wardrobe.

Agrigentum was first taken by the Carthagi-
nians. It was strongly fortified. It was situated, as
were Hymera and Selinuntum, on that coast of Sicily
which faces Africa. Accordingly, Hannibal, imagin-
ing that it was impregnable except on one side, turned
his whole force that way. e threw up banks and
terraces as high as the walls ; and made use, on this
occasion, of the rubbish and fragments of the tombs
standing round the city, which he had demolished
for that purpose. Soon after, the plague infected tho
army, and swept away a great number of the soldiers.
The Carthaginians interpreted this disaster as a
punishment inflicted by the gods, who revenged in
this manner the injuries done to the dead, whose
ghosts many fancied they had seen stalking before
them in the night. No more tombs were thereforo
demolished ; prayers were ordered to be made accord-
ing to the practiee of Carthage; a child was sacri-
ficed to Saturn, .in complianee with a most inhu-
manly snperstitious custom ; and many victims wero
thrown into the sea in honour of Neptune.
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The besieged, who at first had gained several ad-
vantages, were at last so pressed by famine, that all
hopes of relief seeming desperate, they resolved to
abandon the city. The following night was fixed on
for this purpose. The reader will naturally imagine
to himself the grief with which these miserable people
must be seized, on their being forced to leave their
houses, rich possessions, and their country ; but life
was still dearer to them than all these. Never was
a more melancholy spectacle seen. To omit the rest,
a crowd of women, bathed in tears, were seen drag-
ging after them their helpless infants,” in order to
secure them from the brutal fury of the victor. But
the most grievous circumstance was the necessity
they were under of leaving behind them the aged and
sick, who were unable either to fly or to make the
least resistance.  The unhappy exiles arrived at Gela,
which was the ncarest city in their way, and there
received all the comforts they could expect in the
deplorable condition to which they were reduced.

In the meantime Imilcon entered the city, and
murdered all who were found init. The plunder was
immensely rich, and such as might be expected from
one of the most opulent cities of Sicily, which con-
tained two hundred thousand inhabitants, and had
never been besieged, mor, consequently, plundered
before. A numberless mmltitude of pictures, vases,
and statues of all kinds, were found here, the citizens
having an exquisite taste for the polite arts. Among
other curiosities, was the famous bull of Phalaris,
which was sent to Carthage.

At a subsequent period the Romans attacked this
city, then in possession of the Carthaginians ; took it,
and the chief persons of Agrigentum were, by the
consul’s order, first scourged with rods, and then be-
headed. The common people were made slaves, and

c
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sold to tho best bidder. After this, Agrigentum is
scldom mentioned in history ; nor is it easy to ascer-
tain the preciso timo in which the old city was de-
stroyed, and the new one (Gergenti) was built, It
was erushed in the general fall of the Greek state,
and its unfortunate inhabitants, expelled by the Sa-
racens, took refuge among the black and inaccessible
rocks of Girgenti. ,

In ancient times, this city was greatly celebrated
for the hospitality and luxurious mode of living,
adopted by its inhabitants. On one side of the city
there was a large artificial lake, about a quarter of a
league in circumference, dug out of the solid rock by
the Carthaginian captives, and to which the water
was conveyed from the hills, It was thirty feet deep ;
great quantities of fish were kept in this reservoir for
the public feasts ; and swans and other fowls were
kept upon it for the amusement of the ecitizens ; and
tho depth of its waters secured the eity from the
sudden assanlt of an enemy. It is now dry, and
converted into a garden.

It is, nevertheless, a curions fact, that though the
whole space within the walls of the ancient city
abounds with traces of antiquity, there are no ruins
which can be supposed to have belonged to places of
public entertainment. Yet tho Agrigentines were
remarkably fond of shows and dramatic amusements;
and their connexion with the Romans must have
introduced among them tho savage games of the
circus. Theatres and amphitheatres seem peculiarly
caleulated to resist the outrages of time; yet nota
vestige of thesc are to be seen on the site of Agri-
gentum. They appear, however, to have been quite
alive to the pleasures to be derived from seulpture and
painting. .

«The Temple of Juno was adorned by one of the
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most famous pictures of antiquity; which is cele-
brated by many of the ancient writers. Zeuxis was
determined to excel any thing that had gone before
him, and to form a model of human perfection. To
this end, he prevailed on all the finest women of
Agrigentum, who were ambitious of the honour,
to appear naked before him. Of these he chose five
for his models ; and moulding all the perfections of
these beauties into one, he composed the picture of
the goddess. This was cver looked upon as his
masterpiece ; but was, unfortunately, burnt when the
Carthaginians took Agrigentum. At that period,
many of the citizens retired into this temple, as to a
place of safety ; but as soon as they found the gates
attacked by the enemy, they agreed to set fire to it,
and chose rather to perish in the flames, than submit
to the power of the conqueror. In the Temple of
Iercules, there was another picture by Zeuxis.
Hercules was represented, in his cradle, killing the
two serpents ; Alemena and Amphitrion, having just
entered the apartment, were painted with every mark
of terror and astonishment. Pliny says, the painter
looked upon this piece as invaluable; and, therefore,
couldnever be prevailed upon to put a price upon it ;
but gave it as a present to the people of Agrigentum,
to be placed in the temple of Hercules.

The temples, also, were very magnificent. That
of Alsculaping, two columns and two pilasters
of which now support the end of a farm-house,
was not less celebrated for a statue of Apollo. It
was taken from them by the Carthaginians, at the
same time that the Temple of Juno was burnt. It
was carried off by the conquerors, and continued the
greatest ornament of Carthage for many years; but
wag, at last, restored by Scipio, at the final destrue-
tion of the city. Some of the Sicilians allege, but it

¢ 2
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is supposed without ground, that this statue was
afterward carried to Rome, and still remains there,
the wonder of all ages; and known to the whole
world, under the name of the Apollo Belvidere.

An edifice of the Doric order, called the Temple of
Concord, has still its walls, its columns, entablature,
and pediments, entire. In proceeding from the Temple
of Coneord, you walk between rews of sepulchres,
cut in the rock, wherever it admitted of being exca-
vated by the hand of man, or was so already by that
of nature. Some masses are hewn into the shape of
coffins ; others drilled full of small square holes,
employed in a different mode of interment, and serving
as receptacles of urns. One ponderous pieco of the
rock lies in an extraordinary position. By the failure
of its foundation, or the shock of an earthquake, it
has been loosened from the general quarry, and rolled
down the declivity, where it now remains supine,
with the cavitics turned upwards. There was also a
temple dedicated to Ceres and Proserpine; with the
ruins was formed a church, which now exists ; and
the road, leading to which, was cut out of the solid - -
rock. Inrespect to the temple of Castor and Pollux,
vegetation has covered the lower parts of the build-
ing, and only a few fragments of two columns appear
between the vines,, Of the Temple of Venus, about
one half remains ; but the glory of the place was the
Temple of Jupiter Olympius, three hundred and forty
feet long, sixty broad, and one hundred and twenty
in height. Its columns and porticos were in the
finest style of architecture; and its bas-reliefs and
paintings executed with admirable taste. On its
castern walls was sculptured the Battle of the Giants ;
while the western represented the Trojan War; cer-
responding exactly with the description which Virgil
had given of the painting in the Temple of Juno at
Carthage,
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Diodorus Siculus extols the beauty of the columns
which supported the building ; the admirable struc-
ture of the porticos, and the exquisite taste with
which the bas-reliefs and paintings were executed ;
but he adds, that the stately edifice was never finished.
Cicero, against Verres, speaks of the statues he car-
ried away. Mr. Swinburne says, that it has remain-
ing not one stone upon another; and that it is barely
possible, with the liberal aid of conjecture, to discover
the traces of its plan and dimensions. He adds, how-
ever, that St. Peter’s at Rome exceeds this celcbrated
temple more than doubly in every dimension; being
two hundred and fifteen feet higher, three hundred
and thirty-four longer, and four hundred and thirty-
three wider.

Added to these, there is now remaining a monu-
ment of Tero, king of Agrigentum, one of the first of
the Sicilian tyrants. The great antiquity of this
monument may be gathered from this ; that Tero is
not only mentioned by Diodorus, Polybius, and the
more modern of the ancient historians, but likewise
by Herodotus, and Pindar, who dedicates two of his
Olympic Odes to him ; so that this monument must
be much more than two thousand years old, Itisa
kind of pyramid, the most durable of forms; and is
surrounded by aged olive-trees, which cast a wild,
irregular shade over the ruin.

All these mighty ruins of Agrigentum, and the
whole mountain on which it stands, says Mr. Bry-
done, is composed of an immense concretion of sea-
shells, run together, and cemented by a kind of sand,
or gravel, and now become as hard, and perhapsmore
durable, than even marble itself. This stone is white
before it has been exposed to the air; but in the
temples and other ruins it is become “ set,” of a very
dark Lrown. These shells are found on the very
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summit of the mountain, which is at least fourteen or
fifteen hundred feet above the level of the sea.

The celebrated Empedocles was a native of this
city ; one of the finest’ spirits that ever adorned the
earth. His saying, in regard to his fellow-citizens,
is well known ;—viz., that they squandered their
money so excessively every day, that they seemed to
expect it could never be exhausted ; and that they
built with such solidity and magnificence, as if they
thought they should live for ever*.

NO. VI.——ALBA LONGA.

IT has been stated, or rather speculated upon, that
the entire history of this place is no other than a
romance, By Dionysius of Halicarnassus, however,
it is said to have existed four hundred and eighty-
.seven years; when, after having been tho founder of
thirty other Latin citics, it was destroyed by the
Roman power.

That it existed, is also attested by the ruins that
now remain. Its ancient characteristies are thus
described by Dionysins:—it was so Dbuilt, with
regard to its mountain and lake, that it occupied 2
space between them, cach serving like a wall of
defenee to tho city.

It was long supposed to have been situated where
Palazzuolo now is.  Sir W. Gell says, “On passing
np the new road, running from the dry bed of the
river Albanus, where it crosses the Appian Way,
near Bolerillze, and leading to the Villa Torlonia, or
Castel Gandolfo, a few ancient tombs were observed
about half way up the ascent ; and further examina-
tion showed, that these tombs had once bordered an
ancient road, now almost obliterated. It wasobvious,

. I,ivréic—cr;,—Dio;o;Sicnim, Rollin, Brydone ; Encyl.
Lond., Breyster's Encyl,
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that such a road must have led from some place on
the plain, to another on the mountain. Toward the
sca, the high tower of Pratica (Lavinium) lay in the
direct line of the road ; and it secmed certain that the
city on the mountam, to which it led, could have
been no other than Alba Longa. Climbing upward
among the bushes, ponderous blocks of stone were
discove cred, evidently the remains of the walls of this
city. By a farther scarch, more were found. . At a
distance a small cavern was discovered ; and not only
_the remains of a well, but part of a column of stone,
two feet four inches in diameter. At a higher point
the shore was covered with ruins, consisting of large
blocks of rectangular stones, nearly buried in the soil,
and scarcely discernible among the bushes.”

There is a tradition, that the palaces of the kings
of Alba stood on a rock ; and so near to the edge of
the precipice, that when the impiety of one of its
monarchs provoked Jupiter to strike it with his
lightning, a part of the mass was precipitated into
the Ial\e, carrying the impious king along with the
ruins of his habitation. - This tradition is app'nrcnt]}
confirmed by a singular feature in a part of the re-
mains of this city ; for, directly under the rock of the
citadel, toward the lake, and where the palace, both
for security and prospect, would have been placed,
is a cavern, fifty feet in depth, and more than one
hundred in width ; ; a part of the roof 'of which has
evidently fallen in, and some of the blocks still remain
on the spot ¥,

NO. VII.—~ALCANTARA.

Tris town (in Spain) was built by the Moors,
who gave it the name it bears ; which, in the Moorish
language, signifies a bridge ; and this bridge shows

* Dionysius of Halicarnassus :—Sir W, Gell, 2
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that the ongmal city belonged to the Romans in the
time of Trajan; for on onc of tho arches is this
inscription :—

IMP. CAESARI, D. NERVAE, F. .

NERVAE. TRATANO. AVG.
GERM. DACICO.
PONT. MAX. TRIB. POTEST. VIII.
IMP. VI, €OS. V. P.P.

Formerly there were four pieces of marble, fixed -
in the walls of the bridge; in cach of which there was
an inscription, containing the names of the scveral
towns and districts, that contributed towards the
expense of making it. Three of these marbles are
lost ; but the fourth remains, and bears the following
inscription :—

MVNICIPIA.
PROVINCIAE. LVSITAN.
STIPE. CONFLATA.
QVAE. OPVS.
PONTIS. PERFECERVNT,
IGAEDITANI1
LANCIENSES. OPIDANI.
TALORI.
INTERAMNIENSES.
COLARNI.
LAOCIENBES. TRANSCVDANI.
ARAYVI.
MEIDVBRIGENSES.
ARABRIGENSES.,
BANIENSES,
TAESVRES.

At the entranee of the bridge there is a swall
temple, cut in the rock, by the same person that built
the bridge. The roof of this temple consists of two
large stones. In the temple there is an inscription to
the following effect :—<¢ It iz reasonable to imagine,.
that every one, that passes this way, would be glad to
know the name of the person that built this bridge and
temple ; and 1with what intent they were made, by
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cutting into this vock of the Tagus, full of the ma-
jesty of the Gods, and of Cesar, and where art showed
itself superior to the tough and stubborn matter that
resisted her. Know, then, that it was that noble
architect Lacer, who built this bridge, which «will last
as long as the world. Lacer, having finished this
noble bridge, made and dedicated this new temple,
with sacrifices, to the gods, in hopes of rendering them
propitious to him, for having konoured them after
this manner. This temple he dedicated to the gods of
Rome, and to Cewsar ; looking upon himself to have
been extremely fortunate, in having been able to make
30 just and proper a sacrifice™.”

NO. VIII.—ALEXANDRIA.

OF the several capitals of Egypt in successive
agest, Thebes, or Diospolis, was the most ancient.
Next was Memphis ; itself a city of the most remote
antiquity. Babylon seems to have been only the
capital of a part, rctained by the Persians, after
Cambyses had subdued Egypt; and was, by all
accounts, founded by the Persians. Alexandria suec-
ceeded Memphis, and remained the chicf city, till
the Saracens founded Misr-el-Kahira.

Alexander, in his way to the temple of Jupiter
Ammon, observed, opposite to the island of Pharos,
a spot which he thought extremely well adapted for
the building” of a city. He, therefore, set about
drawing the plan of one; in doing which he parti-
cularly marked out the several places where temples
and squares should be erected. The general exccu-
tion he committed to the architect who had rcbuilt
the temple of Diana at Ephesus (Dinocrates). This
city he called Alexandria, after his own name; and
being situated with the Mediterrancan on one side,
T *Jose Almana, qn Browne. ;
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and one of the branches of the Nile on the other, it
soon drew all the commerce, both of the east and
west. It still remains, aud is situate about four days’
journcy from Cairo. The merchandises were un- .
loaded at Portus Muris®, a town on the western
coast of the Red Sea; whence they were brought upon
camels to a town of Thebais, called Copt, and con-
veyed down the Nile to Alexandria, whither mer-
chants from all parts resorted. i

Tho trade of the East has at all times enriched
thosc who carried it on.  Solomon received from one
commercial voyage, no less a sum than three millions
two hundred and forty thousand poundst. Tyre
afterwards had the trade. When the Ptolemies,
however, had built Berenice, and other ports on the
western side of the Red Sea, and fixed their chief
mart at Alexandria, that ecity became.the most
flourishing of all the cities in the world. ¢ There,”
says Prideaux, “it continued for many centuries
after ; and all the traffic which the western parts of
the world from that time had with Persia, India,
Arabia, and the castern coasts of Arabia, was wholly
carried on through the Red Sea, and the mouth of
the Nile, till a way was discovered of sailing to those
parts by the Cape of Good Hope.”

Alexander was buried} in the city he had built;
and as the sarcophagus in which he was placed has
now become an object of great curiosity, by having
been taken from the French, at Alexandria, where it
was found in the mosque of St. Athanasius, and
placed in the DBritish Museum, we shall give (from
Rollin) an account of his funeral ; for never had any
monarch one so magnificent !

] * Myos Hormos,

+ Four liundred and fifty talents of gold. See 2 Chron, viii.18.
This, we may suppose, was the gross sum reccived ; not the profit.

14w, 3685, Ant, J. C. 321. Diod. lib. xviii. p. 608, G10.
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Alexander died at Babylon. Arideus, having
been deputed by all the governorsand grandees of the
kingdom, to take upon himself the care of his obse-
qmes, had employed two years in preparing cvery
thing that could render it the most august funeral that
had ever been seen. When all thmrrs were ready
for the celebration of this inournful ecer emonnl orders
were given for the procession to begin. This was
preceded by a great number of pioncers and other
workmen, whose office was to make all the ways
practicable, through which the procession was to
pass. As soon as these were levelled, the magnificent
chariot, the invention and design of which raised as
much admiration as the immense riches that glittered
all over it, set out from Babylon. The body of the
chariot rested upon two alxetrees, that were inserted
into four wheels, made after the Persian manner;
the naves and spokes of which were covered with
gold, and the rounds plated over with iron. The
cxtremities of the axletrees were made of gold, re-
presenting the mouths of lions biting a dart. The
chariot had four draught-poles, to each of which were
harnessed four sets of mules, each set consisting of
four of those animals ; so that this chariot was drawn
by sixty-four mules. The strongest of those crea-
tures, and the largest, were chosen on this occasion.
They were adorned with crowns of gold, and collars
enriched with precious stones and golden bells. On -
this chariot was erected a pavilion of entire gold,
twelve feet wide, and eighteen in length, supported
by columns of the Tonic order, embellished with the
leaves of acanthus. The inside was adorned with a
blaze of jewels, disposed in the form of shells. The
circumference was beautified with a fringe of golden
net-work ; the threads that composed the texture
were an inch in thickness, and to those were fastened
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large bells, whose sound was heard to a great distance.
The external decorations wero disposed into four
relievos.  The first represented Aloxander seated in
a military chariot, with a splendid sceptre in his -
hand, and surrounded, on one side, with a troop of
Macedonians in arms; and on the other, with an
cqual number of Persians, armed in their manner.
These were preceded by the king’s equerries.  In the
second were seen clephants completely harnessed,
with a band of Indians scated on tho fore part of
their bodies; -and on the hinder, another band of
Macedonians, armed as in the day of battle. The
third exhibited to the view several squadrons of
horse ranged in military array. The fourth repre-
sented ships preparing for a battle. At the entrance
into the pavilion were golden lions, that seemed to
guard the passage. The four corners were adorned
with statues of gold, representing victories, with
trophies of arms in their hands.  Under the pavilion
was placed a throne of gold of a square form, adorned
with the heads of animals, whoso necks were encom-
passed with golden circles a foot and a half in
breadth ; to these were hung crowns that glittered
with the liveliest colours, and such as were carried
in procession at the celcbration of sacred solemnities.
At the foot of the throne was placed tho coffin of
Alexander, formed of beaten gold, and half filled with
aromatic spices and perfumes, as well to exhale an
agrecable odour, as for the preservation of the corpse.
A pall of purple, wronght with gold, covered the
coffin. Between this and the throne the arms of that
monarch were disposed in the manner he wore them
while living. The outside of the pavilion was like-
wise covered with purple, flowered with gold. The
top ended in a very largo crown of the same metal,
which seemed to be a composition of olive-branches.
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The rays of the sun which darted on this diadem, in
conjunction with the motion of the chariot, caused
it to emit a kind of rays like those of lightning.
It may easily be imagined, that, in so long a pro-
cession, the motion of a chariot, loaded like this,
would be liable to great inconveniences. In order,
therefore, that the pavilion, with all its appendages,
might, when the chariot moved in any uneven ways,
constantly continue in the same situation, notwith-
standing the inequality of the ground, and the shocks
that would frequently be unavoidable, a cylinder was
raised from the middle of each axle-tree, to-support
the pavilion ; by which expedient the whole machine
was preserved steady. The chariot was followed by
the royal guards, all in arms, and magnificently
arrayed. The multitude of spectators of this solem-
nity is hardly credible ; but they were drawn together
as well by their veneration for the memory of Alex-
ander, as by the magnificence of this funeral pomp,
which had never been equalled in the world. There
was a current prediction, that the place where
Alexander should be interred, would be rendered
the most happy and flourishing part of the whole
earth. The governors contested with each other,
for the disposal of a body that was to be attended
with such a glorious prerogative. Tho affection,
Perdiccas entertained for his country, made him
desirous that the corpse should be conveyed to Age,
in Macedonia, where the remains of its kings were
usually deposited. Other places were likewise pro-
posed, but the preference was given to Igypt.
Ptolemy, who had such extraordinary and recent
obligations to the king of Macedonia, was determined
to signalise his gratitude on this occasion. He
accordingly set out with a numerous guard of his
best troops, in order to mcct the procession, and
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advanced as far as Syria. When he had joined the
attendants on the funcral, he prevented them from
interring the corpse in the temple of Jupiter Ammon,
as they had proposed. It was therefore deposited,
first, in the city of Memphis, and from thence was
conveyed to Alexandria, Ptolemy raised a m"?ni&
cent temple to the memory of this monarch, and ren-
dered himn all the honours which were usually paid
to demi-gods and heroes by Pagan antiquity. .

Freinshemius, ip his supplement to Livy, relates,
after Leo the African *, that the tomb of Alexander
the Great was still to be seen in his time, and that
it was reverenced by the Mohammedans, as the
monument, not only of an illustrious king, but of a
great prophet.

+_The ancient city, together with its suburbs, was
about seven leagues in length ; and Diodorus informs
us that thenumber of itsinhabitants amounted toabove
300,000, consisting only of the citizens and free-
men ; but that, reckoning the slaves and foreigners,
they were allowed, at a moderate computation, to
be upwards of a million. These vast numbers of
people were enticed to scttle here by the convenient
situation of the place for commerce; sinee, besides
the advantage of a communication to the eastern
countries by the canal cut out of the Nile into the
Red Sea, it had two very spacious and commodious
ports, capable of containing the shipping of all the
then trading nations in the world.

The harbour, called Portus Eunostus, lay in the
centre of the city ; thus rendering the ships secure,
not only by nature but by art. The figure of this
harbour was a circle, the entrance being nearly
closed up by two artificial moles, which left a pas-

® This auther lived in the fifteenth century,
1 Ear] of Sanduwich.
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sage for two ships only to pass abreast. At the
western extremity of ome of these moles stood the
celebrated tower called Pharos. The ruins of it are
buried in the sea, at the bottom of which, in a calm
day, one may easily distinguish large colmnns and
several vast pieces of marble, which give sufficient
proofs of the magnificence of the building in which
they were anczently employed.

This light-house was crected by Ptolemy Phila-
delphus.  Its architect was Sostratus of Cnidos; its
cost was 180,0007. sterling, and it was reckoned one
of the scven wonders of the world*. It was a large
square structure built of white marble, on the top of
which a firc was constantly kept burnin , in order
to guide ships by night. Pharos was originally an
island at the distance nearly of a mile from the
continent, but was afterwards joined to it by a
causeway like that of Tyre,

This Pharos was destroyed, and, in its stead, a

* Some have commended Ptolemy for permitting the architect
to put his name in the inscription which was fixed on the tower,
instead of his own. It was very short and plain, according to
the manner of the ancients. Sostratus Cnidius Dexiphanis
F. Diis Servatoribus pro navigantibus, i. e., * Sostratus the
Cnidian, son of Dexiphanes, to the protecting deitics, for the use
of sea-faring people.” DBut certainly Ptolemy must have very
much undervalued that kind of immortality which princes are
generally very fond of, to suffer that his name should not be so
much as mentioned in the inscription of an edifice so capable of
immortalising him., What we read in Lucian, coneerning this
matter, deprives Ptolemy of a modesty, which indced would be very
ill-placed here.  This author informs us that Sostratus, secing the
king determined to engross the whole glory of that noble structure
to himself, caused the inseription with his own name to be carved
in the marble, which he afterwards covered with linie, and thercon
put the king’s name. The lime soon mouldered away : and by that
mcans, instead of procuring the king the hononr with which he had
flattered himself, served only to discover to fnture ages his unjust
and ridiculous vanity.—RoLuix,
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square castle was built without taste or ornament,
and incapable of sustaining the fire of a single vessel
of the line: at present, in a space of two

walled round, nothing is to be seen but marble -
columns lying in tho dust, and sawed in pieces ; for
the Turks make mill-stones of them ; together with
the remains of pilasters, capitals, obelisks, and moun-
tains of ruins heaped on each other. .

Alexandria had one peculiar advantage over al
others :—Dinocrates, considering the great scarcity
of good water in this country, dug very spacious
~aults, which, having communication with all parts
of the city, furnished its inhabitants with one of the
chief necessaries of life. These vaults were divided
into capacious reservoirs, or cisterns, which were
filled, at the time of the inundation of the Nile, by a
canal cut out of the Canopic branch, entirely for that
purpose. Tho water was, in that manner, preserved
for the remainder of the year; and being refined by
the long scttlement, was not only the clearest, but
the wholesomest of any in Egypt. This grand work
is still remaining ; whence the present city, though
built out of the ruins of the ancient one, still enjoys
the benefactions of Alexander, its founder.

A street*, two thousand feet wide, began at the
Marine gate, and ended at the gate of Canopus,
adorned with magnificent houses, temples, and publie
edifices. Through this extent of prospect the eye
was never satiated with adiniring the marble, the
porphyry, and the obelisks which were destined
hereafter to adorn Rome and Constantinople.. This
street was indeed the finest the world ever saw.

Besides all the private buildings constructed with
porphyry and marble, there was an admirable temple
to Serapis, and another to Neptune; also a theatre,
) * Savary,
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an amphitheatre, gymnasium, and circus. The mate-
rials had all the perfeetion which the experience of
one thousand years could afford; and the wealth
and exertions, not only of Egypt but of Asia. The
place was extensive and magnificent ; and a succes-
sion of wise and good princes rendered it, by means
of Egyptian materials and Grecian taste, one of
the richest and most perfect cities the world has ever
beheld.

The palace occupied one quarter of the city; but
within its precinets were a museum, extensive groves,
and a temple containing the sepulchre of Alexander.

This city was also famous for a temple ereeted to
the God Serapis, in which was a statue which the
natives of Sinope (in Pontus) had bartered, in a
season of famine, for.a supply of corn. The temple
was called the Serapion; and Ammianus Marcel-
linus assures us*, that it surpassed all the temples
then in the world for beauty and magnificence, with
the sole exception of the Capitol at Rome.

Ptolemy Soter made this city the metropolitan
scat of arts and sciences. Ile founded the museum,
the most ancient and most sumptuous temple ever
erected by any monarch, in honour of learning ; he
filled it with men of abilities, and made it an asylum
for philosophers of all deseriptions, whose doctrines
were misunderstood, and whose persons were perse-
cuted ; in whose unfeigned tribute of grateful praise
he has found a surer road to everlasting renown,
than his haughty nameless predecessors, who pre-
tended to immortality, and braved both heaven and
corroding time by the solid structure of their py-
ramids.

He founded also a library, which was consider-
ably augmented by Ptolemy Philadelphus, and by
b A * Lib. xxii. ¢. 16. &

D
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the magnificenco of his successors, was at length in-
creased to 700,000 volumes.

In Ceesar’s time, part of this library,—that portion
which was situated in the quarter of the city called .
the Bruchion,—was consumed by fire ; a conflagration
which caused the loss of not fewer than 400,000
volumes,

This library, a short time after, received the in-
crense of 200,000 volumes from Pergamus; Antony
having given that library to Cleopatra. It was
afterwards ransacked several times; but it was still

*a numerous and very cclebrated library at the time
in which it was destroyed by the Saracens, viz. A.D.
642 ; a history of which we shall soon have to relate.

The manner in which this library was originally
collected, may be judged of, in no small degree, by
the following relation :—All the Greek and other
books that were brought into Igypt were seized and
sent to the Muscum, where they weroe transcribed by
persons employed for that purpose; the copies were
then delivered to the proprietors, and the originals
were deposited in the library. Ptolemy Evergetes, for
instance, borrowed the works of Sophocles, Euripides,
and Alschylus, of the Athenians, and only returned
them the copies, which he had caused to bo transcribed
in as beautiful a manner as possible ; and he likewise
presented them with fifteen talents, equal to fifteen
thousand crowns, for the originals, which he kept.

On the death of Cleopatra, Egypt was reduced
into a province of the Roman empire, and governed
by a prefect sent from Rome. Alexander founded the
city in 3629 ; and the reign of the Ptolemies, who
succeeded him, lasted to the year of the world 3974.

The city, in the timo of Augustus, must have been
very beautiful; for when that personage entered it,
he told the natives, who had acted against him, that
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he pardoned them all; first, out of respect to the
name of their founder ; and, secondly, on account of
the beauty of their city. This beauty and opulence,
however, were not without their corresponding evils ;
for Quintilian informs us, that as Alexandria im-
proved in commeree and in opulence, her inhabitants
grew so effeminate and voluptuous, that the word
Alexandrine became proverbial, to express softness,
indelicacy, and immodest language.

Egypt having become a province of Rome, some
of the emperors endeavoured to revive in it a love of
letters, and enriched it by various improvements.
The emperor Caligula was inclined to favour the
Alexandrians, because they manifested a readiness
to confer divine honours upen him. Ie even con-
ceived the horrid design of massacring the chief
senators and knights of Rome (A.p. 40), and then of
abandoning the city, and of settling at Alexandria; the
prosperity and wealth of which in the time of Aurelian
was so great, that, after the defeat of Zenobia, a
single merchant of this city undertook to raise and
pay an army out of the profits of his trade !

The rapid rise of the power of the Moslems, and
the religious discord which prevailed in Egypt, levelled
a death-blow at the grandeur of this powerful city,
whose prosperity had been unchecked from the time
of its foundation ;—upwards of nine hundred and
seventy years. Amrou, the licutenant of Omar, king
of the Saracens, having entered Egypt, and taken
Pelusinm, Babylon, and Memphis, laid siege to
Alexandria, and after fourteen months carried the
city by assault, and all Egypt submitted to the yoke
of the Calipbs. The standard of Mahomet was planted
onthe walls of Alexandria A. p. 640. Abnlfaragius,
in his history of the tenth dynasty, gives the follow-
ing account of this eatastrophe :—John Philoponus, a

D2



s, M

36 RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES.

famous Peripatetic philosopher, being at Alexandria
when the city was taken by the Saracens, was ad-
mitted to familiar intercourse with Amrou, the Arabian
general, and presumed to solicit a gift, inestimable in -
his opinion but contemptible in that of the barbarians,
and this was the royal library. Amrou was inclined
to gratify his wish, but his rigid integrity scrupled
to alicnate the least object without the Caliph's con-
sent. He accordingly wrote to Omar, whose well-
known answer was dictated by the ignorance of a
fanatic.

Amrou wrote thus to his master, ¢ I have taken
the great city of the West. It is impossible for me to
emunerate the varicty of its riches and beauty; I
shall content myself with observing, that it contains
4000 palaces, 4000 baths, 400 theatres or places of
amusement, 12,000 shopsfor the saleof vegetable food,
and 40,000 tributary Jews.” He then related what
Philoponus had requested of him, ¢ If these writings
of the Grecks,” answered tho bigoted barbarian, his
master, ¢ agree with the Koran, or book of God,
they arc useless, aud need not bo preserved ; if they
disagree they are pernicious, and ought to bLe de-
stroyed.” This valuable repository, therefore, was
devoted to the flames, and during six months the
volumes of which it consisted supplied fuel to the
four thousand baths, which gave health and cleanli-
ness to the city. ¢ No complaint,” says a celebrated
moralist (Jolnson), *is more frequently repeated
among the learned, than that of the waste made by
time among the labours of antiquity. Of those who
once filled the civilised world with their renown
nothing is now left but their names, which are left
only to raise desires that never can be satisfied, and
sorrow which never can be comforted. Iad all the
writingsof the ancients been faithfully delivered down
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from age to age, had the Alezandrian library been
spm‘ed, and the Palatine repositories remained unim-
paired, how much might we have known of which
we are now doomed to be ignorant, how many labo-
rious inquirics and dark conjectures, how many
collations of broken hints and mutilated passages
might have been spared! We should have known
the successions of princes, the revolutions of empires,
the actions of the great, and opinions of the wise, the
laws and constitutions of every state, and the arts by
which public grandeur and happiness are acquired
and preserved. 'We should have traced the progress
of life, seen colonies from distant regions take pos-
session of European deserts, and troops of savages
settled into communities by the desire of keeping what
they had acquired ; we should have traced the pro-
gress and utility, and travelled upwwrd to the orlgmal
of things by the light of history, till in remoter times
it had gllmmcred in fable, and at last been left in
darkness.”—¢ For my own part,” says Gibbon, ¢ I
am strongly tempted to deny both the fact and the
consequences.” Dr. Drake also is disposed to believe,
that the privations we have suffered have been occa-
sioned by ignorance, negligence, and intemperate
zeal, operating uniformly for centuries, and not
through the medium of either concerted or accidental
conflagration®,

The dominion of the Turks, and the discovery of
the Cape of Good Hope, in 1499, completed its ruin;
and from that time it has remained in decay. Itslarge
buildings fell into ruins, and under a government
which discouraged even the appearance of wealth,
no person would venture to repair them, and mean

* Sce his observations on the supposed conflagration of the
Alexandrian library, with a commentary on the 5th and 6th sec-
tions of the first chapter of the tenth book of Quintilian,

’
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habitations were constructed in lien of them, on the
2a-coast. Since that dismal epoch Egypt has, cen-
tury after century, sunk deeper and deeper into a state

of perfect neglect and ruin.  In recent times, however,

it has been under the immediate despotic rule of Me-

hemet Ali, nominally a pasha of the sultan of Con-

stantinople, and a man apparently able and willing

to do much towards restoring civilisation to the place

of his birth. ?

The remains, in the opinion of some, have been
greatly mnagnified. One writer *, for instance, states,
*“ The present state of Alexandria affords a scene of
magnificence and desolation. In the space of two
leagues, inclosed by walls, nothing is seen but the
remains of pilasters, of capitals, and of obelisks, and
whole mountains of shattered columns and monu-
ments of ancient art, heaped upon onc another, and
accumulated to a height even greater than that of
the houses.” Another writert says, ¢ Alexandria
now exhibits every mark by which it could berecog-
nised as one of the principal monuments of tho mag-
nificence of the conqueror of Asia, the emporinm of
the East, and the chosen theatre of the fnr-sought
Inxuries of the Roman triumvirs and the Egyptian
queen.”

According to Sonnini, columns subverted and
scattered about; a few others still upright but
isolated ; mutilated statues, fragments of everyspecies,
overspread the ground which it once occupied. ¢ It
is impossible to advance a step, without kicking, ifI
may use the expression, against some of its wreeks.
It is the hideous theatre of destruction the most
horrible. The soul is saddened on contemplating
those remains of grandeur and magnificence ; and it
is raised into indiguation against the barbarians, who

) * Rees. +:Browne, R
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dared to apply a sacrilegious hand to monuments,
which time, the most pitiless of destroyers; would
have respected.” “So little,” says Dr. Clarke, ¢ are
we acquainted with these valnable remains, that not
a single excursion for purposes of discovery has yet
been begun ; nor is there any thing published with
regard to its modern history, excepting the observa-
tions that have resulted from the hasty survey, made
of its forlorn and desolated havens by a few travellers
whose transitory visits ended almost with the days
of their arrival®*.”

“On arriving at Alexandria,” says Mr. Wilkinsou,
“ the traveller naturally enquires where are the
remainsof that splendid city, which was second only to
Rome itself, and whosecircuit of fifteen miles contained
apopulationof three hundred thousand inhabitantsand
an equal number of slaves; and where the monuments
of its former greatness ¢ He has heard of Clcopatra’s
Needle and Pompey’s Pillar, from the days of his
childhood, and the fame of its library, the Pharos,
the temple of Serapis and of those philosophers
and mathematicians, whose venerable names contri-
bute to the fame of Alexandria, even more than the
extent of its commerce or the splendour of the monu-
ments, that once adorned it, are fresh in his recollee-
tion ;—and he is surprised, in traversing mounds
which mark the site of this vast city, merely to find
scattered fragments or a few isolated columns, and
here and there the vestiges of buildings, or the
doubtful direction of some of the main streets.”

Though the ancient boundaries, however, cannot

* A very curious instance is atforded by Bruce, who wrote an
account of Alexandria, and, literally, did not spend one entire day
in the city. e was at sea on tho morning of the 20th of June,
1768, previously to his landing in Alexandria, (sec Brucc’s

Travels, v. i. p. 7,) aud in the afternoon he left that city for
Rosetta,.—CLARKE.
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be determined, heaps of rubbish are on all sides
visible ; whence every shower of rain, not to mention
the industry of the natives in digging, discovers picces
of precious marble, and sometimes ancient coins, and
fragments of sculpture. Among the last may be
particularly mentioned the statues of Marcus Aurelius
and Septimius Severus.

Tho present walls are of Saracenic structure. They
are lofty; being in some places more than forty feet
in height, and apparently no where so little as
twenty., These furnish a sufficient security against
the Bedouins, who live part of the year on the banks
of the canal, and often plunder the cattle in the
neighbourhood. The few flocks and herds, which are
destined to supply the wants of the city, are pastured
on the herbage, of which the vicinity of the canal
favours the growth, and generally brought in at
night when the two gates are shut. ¢ Judge,” says
M. Miot, “ by Volney's first pages, of the impression
which must bo made upon us, by these houses with
grated windows; this solitude, this silence, these
camels ; these disgusting dogs covered with vermin ;
these hideous women holding between their teeth the
corner of a veil of coarse blue cloth to conceal from
us their features and their black bosoms. At the
sight of Alexandria and its inhabitants, at beholding
these vast plains devoid of all verdure, at breathing
the burning air of the desert, melancholy began to
find its way among us; and already some French-
men, turning towards their country their weary eyes,
let the expression of regret escape them in sighs; a
regret which more painful proofs were soon to render
more poignant.” And this recals to one’s recollection
the description of an Arabic poet, cited by Abulfeda
several centuries ago.

* Browne.
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‘¢ Ilow pleasant are the banks of the canal of Alexandria
when the eye surveys them the heart is rejoiced! the
gliding boatman, beholding its towers, beholds canopies
ever verdant ; the lovely Aquilon breathes cooling fresh-
ness, while he, sportful, ripples up the surface of its waters ;
the ample Date, whes: flexible head reclines like a sleeping
beauty, is crowned with pendent fruit.”’

The walls to which we have alluded present
nothing curious, except some ruinous towers; and
one of the chief remains of the ancient city is a
colonnade, of which only a few columns remain ; and
what is called the amphitheatre, on a rising ground,
whence there is a fine view of the city and port.
There is, however, one structure beside particularly
entitled to distinction; and that is generally styled
Pompey’s Pillar.

Pompey’s Pillar, says the author of Egyptian
Antiquities, *stands on a small eminence midway
between the walls of Alexandria and the shores of
the lake Mareotis, about three-quarters of a mile
from either, quite detached from any other building.
It is of a red granite ; but the shaft, which is highly
polished, appears to be of earlier date than the
capital or pedestal, which have been made to corre-
spond. Itis of the Corinthian order ; and while some
have eulogised it as the finest specimen of that order,
others have pronounced it to be in bad taste. The
capital is of palm leaves, not indented. The column
consists only of three pieces—the capital, the shaft,
and the base—and is poised on a centre stone of
breceia, with hieroglyphics on it, less than a fourth
of the dimensions of the pedestal of the column, and
with the smaller end downward ; from which cir-
cumstance the Arabs believe it to have been placed
there by God. The earth about the foundation has
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been examined, probably in the hopes of finding
treasures ; and picces of white marble, (which is not
found in Egypt) have been discovered connected to
the breceia above mentioned. It is owing, probably,
to this disturbance that the pillar has an inclination
of about seven inches to the south-west. This
column has sustained some trifling injury at the
hands of late visiters, who have imblulged a puerilo
pleasure in possessing and giving to their friends
small fragments of the stone, and is defaced by bei
daubed with names of persons, which would other-
wise have slumbered unknown to all save in their
own narrow sphere of action ; practices which cannot
be too highly censured, and which an enlightened
mind would scorn to be guilty of. It is remarkable,
that while the polish on the shaft is still perfect to
the northward, corrosion has begun to affect the
southern face, owing probably to the winds passing
over the vast tracts of sand in that direction. The
centre part of the cap-stone has been hollowed out,
forming a basin on the top; and picces of  iron
still remaining in four holes prove that this pillar was
once ornamented with a figure, or some other trophy.
The operation of forming a rope-ladder to ascend
the column has been performed several times of late
years, and is very simplo: a kite was flown, with a
string to the tail, and, when directly over the pillar,
it was dragged down, leaving the line by which it
was flown across the capital. 'With this a rope, and
aftergvards a stout hawser, was drawn over ; a man
" thenascended and placed twomore partsof the hawser,
all of which were pulled tight down to a twenty-
four-pounder gun lying near the base (which it was
said Sir Sidney Smith attempted to plant on the top) ;
small epars were then lashed across, commencing
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from the bottom, and ascending each as it was
secured, till the whole was complete, when it
resembled the rigging of a ship’s lower masts. The
mounting this solitary column required some nerve,
even in scamen ;5 but it was still more appalling to
see the Turks, with their ample trow: sers, venture the
ascent. The view from this height is commanding,
and highly interesting in the associations excited by
gazing on the ruins “of the city of the Ptolemies,
lying beneath. A theodolite was planted there, and
a round of terrestrial angles taken ; but the tremulous
motion of the column affected the quicksilver in
the artificial horizon so much as to preclude the
possibility of obtaining an observation for the latitude.
Various admeasurcments have been given of the
dimensions of Pompey’s Pillar ; the following, how-
ever, were taken by a gentleman who assisted in the
operation above described :—

Fect Iu.
Top of the capital to the astragal (one stone) TORL
Astragal to first plinth (one stone) 5 67 7
Plinth to the ground 5 9 C . 207 11

Whole height 98 10

Measured by aline from the top 99 4

It will be remembered, however, that the pedestal of the column
does not rest on the ground,

Its elevation being 4 6
The height of the column 1tself is thercﬁne 94 10
Dmgonal of tho capital - . 5 16 11
Circumference of shaft nppcr part) : 24 2

lower part) - 22
Length of side of the pedestal! . 3 16 6

Shaw says, that in his time, in expectation of
finding alarge treasure buried underncath,a great part
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of the foundation, consisting of several fragments of
different sortsof stone and marble, had been removed ;
so that the whole fabric rested upon a block of white
marble scarcely two yards square, which, upon .
touching it with a key, sounded like a bell.

All travellers agree that its present appellation is
a misnomer ; yet 1t is known that a monument of
some kind was erected at Alexandria to the memory
of Pompey, which was supposed to have been found
in this remarkable column.  Mr. Montague thinks it
was erccted to the honour of Vespasian. Savary
calls it the Pillar of Severus. Clarke supposes it to
have been dedicated to Hadrian, according to his
reading of a half-cffaced inseription in Greek on the
west side of the base; while others trace the name of
Diocletian in the same inscription. No mention
occurring of it either in Strabo or Diodorus Siculus,
wo may safely infer that it did not exist at that
period ; and Denon supposes it to have been ereeted
about the timo of the Greek Ewperors, or of the
Caliphs of Egypt, and dates its acquiring its present
namo in the fifteenth century. It is supposed to
have been surmounted with an equestrian statue.
The shaft is clegant and of a good style; but the
capital and pedestal are of inferior workmanship,
and have the appearance of being of a different
period.

In respect to the inscription on this pillar, there
arc two different readings:—IJt must, however, be
remembered, that many of ‘the letters are utterly
illegible.

TO DIOCLETIANUS AUGUSTUS,
MOST ADORABLE EMPEROR,
THE TUTELAR DEITY OF ALEXANDRIA,
PONTIUS, A PREFECT OF EGYPT,
CONSECRATES THIS.
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Dr. Clarke’s version is—

POSTIIUMUS, PREFECT OF EGYPT,
AND THE PEOPLE OF THE METROPOLIS,
[honour] TO TIE MOST REVERED EMPEROR,
THE PROTECTING DIVINITY OF ALEXANDRIA,
TIHE DIVINE HADRIAN AUGUSTUS.

Now, since it is known that Hadrian lived from
A. D. 76 to 130, it scems clear that Pompey has no
connexion with this pillar, and that it ought no longer
to bearhis name. Some writers, however, are dlspose(l
to believe that the inscription is not so old as the
pillar, and this is very likely to be the case.

This celebrated pillar has of late years been several
times ascended. The manner, as we have before stated,
was this :—* By mcans of a kite, a strong cord was
passedover the top of the column, and securely fastened
ononeside, while oneman climbed up the other. When
he had reached the top, he made the rope still more
secure, and others ascended, carrying with them
water of the Thames, of the Nile, and of one of the
Grecian Islands: a due supply of spirits was also
provided, and thus a bowl of punch was concocted ;
and the healths of distinguished persons were drunk.
This ascent was made when the British fleet was in
Egypt, since which time the ascents have been
numerous ; for, according to Mr Webster, the crew
of almost every man-of-war which has been stationed
in the port of Alexandria have thought the national
honour of British tars greatly concerned in ascending
the height of fame, or, in other words, the famous
height “which Pompey’s pillar affords. It is not
unusu."d for a party to take breakfast, write letters,
and transact other matters of busincss on this very
summit ; and it is on record that a lady once had
courage to join one of these high parties.”

Besides this there are two obelisks, The first is of
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granite, and is called Cleopatra’s Needle, but it has
become nearly certain that it was removed hither
from Heliopolis, and it is now, therefore, regarded as
the obelisk of Thothmes I1I. Its fallen companion .
also bears the name of Thothmes, and, in the lateral
lines of Remeses 11, the supposed Sesostris. One of
these is still upright on its base ; the other is thrown
down and almost entirely buried in the sand. ¢ The
former,” says Sonnini, ‘shows what the hand of man
can do against time; tho other what time can do
against the efforts of man,”

They are both of red granite. According toa survey
made by Dr. Clarke, the base of the prostrate one
measures seven fect square, and the lcngth is sixty-
six feet. They are bath covered with hieroglyphics
cut into the stone to the depth of two inches. These
two monumentsserved to decorate oncof the entrances
to the palace of the P'tolemies, the ruins of which are
contignous*,

l\otlnng+ however, which remains in the vicinity
of Alexandria attests its greatness inore satisfac-
torily than the catacombs on the coast, near the
Necropolis.  Their size, although remnrl\ablc, is not
80 striking as the clegant sy mmctry, and proportion
of the architecture in the first chamber, which is of
the best Greek style, and not to be equalled in any
other part of Egypt.; They arc at a short distance

* After the English were in posscssion of Alexandria, a sub-
scriplion was opened by the military and naval officers for the
purpose of removing the prostrate obelisk 1o England. With the
moncey so raiscd lhey purchased one of the vessels, sunk by the
French in the old port of Alexandria: this was ralsed, and prepared
for the reception of tho obelisk. The French had already cleared
away the heaps of rubbish which enveloped it, and the Lnglish
turned it round, and found it in a fine state of preservation, It was
moved towards the vessel, when an order arrived from the Ad-
mirally, prohibiting Lhe siilors from being employed at this work.
No further altempts have been made to remove this fine monu-
fuent to/Tiurepe. — ANd e 1 Wilkinsou: 1-Sounind.
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from the canal, and are galleries, penetrating a pro-
digious way under grourd, or rather into the rock.
They are supposed to have been at first the quarries,
which furnished stones for the construction of the
edifices of Alexandria ; and, after having supplicd the
men of that country with the materials of their habi-
tations, while they lived, are themselves become their
last abode after death. Most of these subterraneous
alleys are in 2 ruinous state. In the small number
of those which it is possible to penctrate, are seen,
on both sides, threc rows of coffins, piled on each
other. At the entrancc of some of these galleries
there are separate apartments, with their coffins;
reserved, no doubt, for the sepulture of particular
families, or of a peculiar order of citizens. These
catacombs frequently serve as retreats for the jackals,
which abound in this part of Egypt, prowling in
numerous squadrons, and roaming around the habita-
tions of man. These pernicious animals are not afraid
of advancing close up to the walls of the city. Nay,
more ; they traverse its enclosure during the night ;
they frequently spring over it by the breaches made
in the walls ; they enter the city itself in quest of
their prey, and fill it with howlings and cries. Dr.
Clarke says, that nothing so marvellous ever fell
within his observation*. ~ Of the singular suburb
styled the Necropolis or ¢ city of the dead,” nothing
remains. But about sixty yards east of some excava-
tions called the “ Baths of Cleopatra,” there is a little
bay, about sixty yards decp, with an entrance so
nearly blocked up by two rocks, that a boat only
can obtain accesst.. At the bottom of this bay, in
the steep slope of the shore, there is a small Tiole,
through which it is difficult to pass: a passage of

* He’éives a full deseription of them.—Part iv.p. 285, 4to.
T Sat, Mag.
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about thirty feet leads to the first hall, in which the
visitor can stand upright ; on the right and left are
small square chambers, much filled up with sand, the
ceiling and cornice supported by pilasters. The former -
is vaulted, and covered with a crystalized cement, on
which are traced, inred, lines obviously forming geo-
metrical configurations on the subject of astronomy.
A sun is represented in the middle of the vault. The
upright sides contain vaulted niches; ‘the hall is
about twenty yardssquare. Irown this a door, in the
opposite side, leads to a larger hall, but the sand fills
it up from the floor to the ceiling at the further end,
so that its dimensions cannot be ascertained. Two
small chambers, as before, are excavated on two sides
of this also ; in theright-hand ono there is an opening
in the wall, leading to a vast corridor, thirty-six feet
long and twelve broad, half choked up, three wells
in tho roof having probably served to admit the
rublish. This leads to another fine apartment, with
a portico on each of its four sides, three of which
have pilasters and cornice, richly carved ; the other
parts of the wall are left quite plain, but there are
lines traced on the vaulted ceiling, indicating that it
was intended to have been cut into panels, with
roses in the centres. From this chamber you enter
a beantiful rotunda, on the left, which appears to be
the principal object of the excavation ; it is seven
yardsin diameter, and about five high ; it isregularly
ornamented with pilasters supporting a cornice, from
which springs the cupola of the ceiling ; nine tombs,
decorated like those first described, are seen around
it. The bottom is level with the sea; the water
filters through, and is found a short distance below
the floor.  This place is quite free from sand, sothat
the whole of it can be scen; and the effect, when
illuminated by many torches, the light of which is
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reflected from the cement, is very grand. The
chamber preceding the rotunda also affords access to
another corridor, leading to various apartments,
presenting similar appearances to those already de-
seribed. In one of them there is the springing of a
brick-arch running round it, intended, apparently, to
support a gallery ; beneath is a hole, about half a
yard square, which is the entrance to a winding
passage ; but it is impossible to penetrate it far on
account of the sand and water. It is conjeetured to
have served for some religious mystery, or for some
imposition of the priests on the common people.
Through the centre portico of another chamber, -
similar to that before described, but left unfinished,
like many other parts of this magnificent tomb, an
apartment is entcred, each side of which has three
ranges of holes for the reception of embalmed bodies,
and pits of various dimensions are dug in the floors
of several of the rooms. There is a great symmetry
in the arrangement of all the apartments, so that the
plan of the excavation is regular. It was probably
intended for a royal cemetery, the buodies of the
sovereigns being deposited in the rotunda, and the
other chambers serving as places of burial for their
relatives, according to their rank ; and two large side
chapels, with collateral rooms, being appropriated to
the religions rites of the Goddess Hecate; as is
rendered probable by the crescents which ornament
various parts of the place. Whatever was its des-
tination, like all the other cemeteries of Egypt it has
been ransacked at soime remote period, and the bodies
of its tenants removed.”

Like all the other distinguished nationsof antiquity,
Egypt, after a lengthened period of civil power,
military glory, and dignified learning, suffered a
scries of reverses of fortune, and finally sank into a
stato;of poverty.and barbaric’ ignorance.  Modern

E
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Cairo rose upon the ruins of Alexandria, and has

been enriched with its spoils ; since thither have been
conveyed, at varivus times, not fewer than forty thou-
sand columns of granite, porpbyry, and marble; .
erected in the private dwellings and mosques, Its
decay doubtless was gradual, but fifteen centurics,
during which it has declined, have evinced its ancient
opulence by the slowness of its fall.

In respect to its modern condition, among heaps
of rubbish, and amnong fine gardens, planted with
palms, oranges, and citrons, are scen some churches,
mosques, and monasteries, with three small clusters
of dwellings*.

NO. IX.~~AMISUS.

Tuis city was founded by a colony from Miletus
and Athens, who preserved their independence till
they were conquered by the Persians. They sue-
ceeded in maintaining their liberties under Alexander.

During a war with Mithridates, king of Pontus,
Lucullus, the Roman general, laid strong siege
to this town; and while so engaged, his troops
murmured against him :—¢ Our general,” said they,
“amuses himsclf with sieges, which, after all, are not
worth the trouble he bestows upon them.” When
Lucullus heard this, he replied: *“ Yon accuse me
of giving the enemy time to aungment his army
and regain his strength,  That is just what I want.
I act in this manner for no other purpese; in
order that our enemy may take new courage, and
assemble so numerons an army as may embolden
Lim to expect us in the field, and no longer fly beforo
us. Do you not observe, that he has behind him

® Diodorus  Siculus; Quintilian; Ammianus  Marcellinus 5
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immense solitudes and infinite deserts in which it is
impossible for us to come up with or pursue him?
Armenia is but a few days march from these deserts.
There Tigranes keeps his court,—that king of kings,
whose power is so great, that he subdues the Par-
thians, transports whole cities of Greeks into the
heart of Media, has made himself master of Syria
and Palestine, exterminated the kings descended from
Seleucus, and earried their wives and daughters into
captivity. This powerful prince is the ally and son-
in-law of Mithridates. Do you think, when he has
him in his palaces, as a suppliant, that he will
abandon himself, and not make war against us?
Hence, in hastening to drive away Mithridates, we
shall be in great danger of drawing Tigranes upon
our hands, who has long sought pretexts for de-
claring against us, and who can never find one more
specious, legitimate, and honourable, than that of
assisting his father-in-law, and a king, reduced to
the last extremity. Why, therefore, should we serve
Mithridates against ourselves ; or show him to whom
he should have recourse for the means of supporting
the war with us, by pushing him against his will,—
and at a time, perhaps, when he looks upon such a
step as unworthy his valour and greatness,—into the
arms and protection of Tigrancs? Is it not infinitely
better, by giving him time to take courage and
strengthen himself with his own forces, to have only
upon our hands the troops of Colchis, the Tiba-
renians, and Cappadocians, whom we have so often
defeated, than to expose ourselves to have the ad-
ditional force of the Armenians and Medes to con-
tend with ¢”

Lucullus soon after this marched against Mith-
ridates, and in three engagements defeated him.
Mithridates, however, escaped, and almost imme-
diately: after; sent. commands> to his two sisters and’
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his two wives, that thev should die; he being in
great fear that they would fall into the hands of the
enemy. Their history is thus rclated :—When the
officer, whose name was Bacchides, arrived where
they were, and had signified to the princesses tho
orders of their king, which favoured them no further
than to leave them at liberty to choose the kind of
death they should think most gentle and immediate;
Monima taking the diadem from her head, tied it
round her neck, and hung herself with it. But that
wreath not being strong enough, and breaking, she
cried out—¢ Ah ! fatal trifle, you might at least do
me this mournful office.” Then, throwing it away
with indignation, she presented her neck to Bae-
chides. As for Berenice, she took a cup of poison;
and as she was going to drink it, her mother, whe
was with her, desired to share it with her. They
accordingly drank both together. The half of that
cup sufficed to carry off the mother, worn out and
feeble with age; but was not enough to surmount
the strength and youth of Berenice. That prineess,
therefore, struggled long with death in the most
violent agonics; till Bacchides, tired with waiting
the effect of the poison, ordered her to be strangled.
Of the two sisters, Roxana is said to have swallowed
poison, venting reproaches and imprecations afainst
Mithridates. Statira, on the contrary, was pleased
with her brother, and thanked him, that being in so
great a danger for his own person, he had not forgot
them, and had taken care to supply them with the
means of dying free, and of withdrawing from the
indignities their enemies might else have made them
undergo.  Their deaths afilicted Lucullus very sen-
sibly ; for he was of a very gentle and humane dis-
position.
Lucullug, in the mean time, laid strong siege to

Amisus., / Mitbridates ~had /given] the conduct;of




RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES. 53

the place to Callimachus, who was esteemed the
best engineer of his time. That officer held out
for a long time very skilfully, and with the utmost
gallantry ; but finding at last that the town must
surrender, he set fire to it, and escaped in a ship that
waited for him. Lucullus did all he could to extin-
guish the flames; but, for the most part, in vain;
and the whole city had undoubtedly been burned, had
not a rain fallen so violently, that a considerable
number of houses were thereby saved ; and before he
departed, the conqueror caused those that had been
burned, to be rebuilt ; but so inveterate were his sol-
diers, that all his efforts could not sccure it from
plunder.

It was afterwards the favourite residence of Pompey
the Great, who rebuilt the city, and restored the
inhabitants to their libertics, which were confirmed
by Ciesar and Augustus. In subsequent times it
was included in the dominions of the Commeni em-
perors of Trebisond; and finally subdued by the
Turks in the reign of Mahomet the Second.

It is now surrounded by a decayed wall. -‘Towards
the sea may be traced the remains of another wall;
the ruins of these, in many parts, are almost buried
under the waves *,

NO. X,=—ANTIOCH.

THERE are few cities whose immediate origin we
know so well as that of Antioch.

Antigonus had built a city at a small distance
from the spot on which Antioch was afterwards
erected, and this he called after his own name, Antig-
onia. After his death Seleucus, having made him-
self master of Upper Syria, determined on founding a
city. He, in consequence, demolished the one Antig-
onus had built, and employed its materials in con-

* Rollin ; Sandwich.
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structing bis own®. This he named after his son,
Antiochus.  He afterwards transplanted all the

citizens to the new caplt.v.l and he adorned it with

all the beauty and elegance of Grecian architecture,

Seleucus built several other cities in the same
direction, amongst which may be particularly noticed
Apamea, which "ho named after his wife, the daughter
of Arbazus the Persian ; and Laodicea, which he called
after his mother. Ap'smca was situated on the same
river as Antioch, and Laodicea in the southern part
of the same quarter. What is rather remarkable is,
that in these cities he allowed the Jews the same
privileges and immunities as were enjoyed by the
Grocks and Macedonians ; more especially at Antioch,
where that people scttled in such numbers that at
length they possessed as large a portion of the city
as their countrymen enjoyed at Alexandria,

In the Christian times it was the see of the chief
patriarch of Asia. It is often mentioned in the Acts
of the Apostles, and particularly wherein it is said,
that the disciples of Christ were here first called
Christians; and in the river Orontes, according to
tradition, St. Paul is said to have been baptised.
The city, at various times, has suffered severely from
the rage of bigotry and superstition, inseparably
attached to the zealots of the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries, when the spirit of enthusiasin, roused by
designing priests, induced the powers of Europe to
attempt the reduction of Syria and the Holy Land.

Antioch has several times been subjected to the
violence of earthquakes, and scveral times been
afflicted with great famine; and when Chosroes
invaded Syria, the city, disdaining the offers of an
casy capitnlation, was taken by storm, the inhabitants
slaughtered with nnrelenting fury, and the city itself
dchwrod to the flames. . It rocm(rml however, after
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atime, and was again visited by earthquake, and the
sword of the conqueror. It was taken by the Cru-
saders A. . 1098; and in 1262 all its glory terminated ;
having been taken possession of by Bybaris, sultan
of Egypt.

It is now a ruinous town, the houses of which are
built of mud and straw, and exhibit every appearance
of poverty and wretchedness. The walls, however, of
each quarter, as well as those which surrounded the
whole, are still remaining; but as the louscs are
destroyed, the four quarters appear like so many
inclosed ficlds.

It is said that this eity, which was about four
miles in eircumference, was built at four different
times, and consisted in a manner of four cities, divided
from one another by walls. The first, as we have
already stated, was built by Seleueus Nieator ; the
second by those who floeked thither after the build-
ing of the first; the third by Seleucus Callinicus; and
the fourth by Antiochus Epiphancs, king of Syria.
The present town, whiech is a mile in eircum-
ference, stands in the plain, on the north-west part
of the old city ; all the parts within the walls being
converted into gardens. The walls, which now
exist, though mueh ruined, mark the ancient boun-
daries of Antioch. They were built sinec the intro-
duetion of Christianity; the form of them being
nearly of a rectangular figure.

There are, as we have already stated, very few
remains within the eity of any ancient buildings.
The principal works are the aqueducts, and some
grottoes cut in the mountain, There were once two
temples of great eelebrity, one of which was dedicated
to Apollo and the other to the Moon. At this
moment not a vestige of these is to be discovered.
« Formerly,” says Lord Sandwich, * it had a port of
considerable /importanco jon> the ) north banls: of the
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Orontes, and on the shores of the Levant; but the
harbour is choked up, and not a single inhabitant
remains. The sun of Antioch is set. The present
city is a miserable place, extendm% four hundred -
yards from the side of the river to the bottom of a
mountain, on the summit of which, and round the
town, the crusaders, during their being in posseesion
of S_yna, built a strong wall. Nothing remains of
its ancient grandeur besides some stupcndous cause-
ways and massy gateways of hewn stone.”

At a distance of about four or five miles was a place
called Daphne. There Seleucus planted a grove, and
in the midst of it e erected a temple, which he con-
secrated to Apollo and Diana. To this place the
inhabitants of Antioch resorted for their pleasures
and diversions, till at last it became so infamous, that
¢ to live after the manner of Daphue” was used pro-
verbially to express the most voluptuous and dissolute
mode of living.

Antioch is said to have been once greater than
Rome itself; but often ruined, and finally razed by the
Mamelukes, it is now only a small town, known by
the name of Antakia. Its climate is so atrrecnble,
that we may citc some obscrvations, made in regard
to it in a passage in Mr. Robinson’s tour in Palestino
and Syria. ¢ For the breadth and brilliancy of the
eastern landscape, there is no architecture equal to
the Oriental.  The solemnity and grandeur of the
Gothic are suited to our elimate of cloud and tempest.
The severe or even tho florid beauty of Greek archi-
tecture belongs to a country where the spectator sces
it under the lights and shadows of a sky as pictu-
resque as the hills and valleys that it covers. But
the magnitude, strong colourings, and yet fantastic
finish of Eastern architecture are made to be seen
across its vast plains under the unclouded sky ; and
glowing with the'powerfal splendour with which the
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rising and the setting sun less illumine than inflame
the horizon. At a distance it has the dream-like
beauty which we habitually attach to the edifices of
the Arabian Nights*.”

NO. XI.—ARGOS.

ARrcos was founded in the 1856th year before the
Christian era; that is, in the time of Abraham.
Its founder was Inachus, Euripides, however, says,
that the city was built by the Cyclops, who came
from Syria. After flourishing for about 550 years,
it was united to the erown of Myeenz. According
to Herodotus, Argos was the most famous of all the
states, comprehended under the general name of
Greece. For a long time it was the most flourishing
city in Greeee ; and this chiefly from its being
enriched by the commerce of Assyria and Egypt.
Its early history is resplendent with illustrious names
and shining achievements.Its inhabitants conceived a
hope of obtaining the sovereignty of all Peloponnesus;
but they became at length enfeebled and at last
ruined by intestine divisions.

There are many events execedingly interesting in
the history of Argos; amongst whieh, these., A
war broke out, in the reign of Theopompust,
between the Argives and Lacedemonians, on account
of a little country called Thyrea, that lay upon the
confines of the two states, and to which each of them
pretended a right. 'When the two armies were ready
to engage, it was agreed, in order to spare the effu-
sion of blood, that the quarrel should be decided by
threc hundred of the bravest men on both sides ; and
that the land in question should become the property
of the vietors. To leave the combatants more room

* Wheler;_Pococke 5 Chandler; Rees; Sandwich; Porter;
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Those generons champions then, who had all the
courage of two mighty armies, boldly advanced
towards each other, and fought with so much resolu-
tion and fury, that the whole number, exeept three .
men, two on the side of the Argives, and one on the
side of the Lacedemonians, lay ﬁea(l on the spot ; and
only the night parted them. The two Argives,
looking upon themselves as the conquerors, made
what haste they could to Argos to carry the news;
the single Lacedemonian, Othryades by name, instead
of retiring, stripped the dead bodies of the Argives,
and carrying their arms into the Lacedemonian camp,
continued in his post.  The next day the two armies
returned to the ficld of battle.  Both sides laid equal
claim to the victory. The Argives, because they had
more of their champions left alive than the enemy
had; the Lacedemonians, because the two Argivesthat
remained alive had fled ; whereas their single soldier
had remained master of the field of battle, and had
carried oft the spoils of the encmy: in short, they
could not determine the dispute without coming to
another cugagement. Then fortune declared in
favour of the in.ccdemonians, and the little territory
of Thyrea was the prize of their victory. But
Othryades, not able to bear the thoughts of surviving
his brave companions, or of enduring the sight of
Sparta after their death, killed himself on the same
ficld of battle where they had fought, resolving to
have one fate and tomb with them.

At* a subsequent period, the inhabitants of Argos
despatched ambassadors to Pyrrhus and Antigonus to
entreat them to withdraw their troops, and not
reduce their city into subjection to either of them,
but to allow it to continne in a state of friendship with
both. Antigonus readily consented, and sent his son
as a hostage to tho Argives. Pyrrhus, also, pro-
v Caiii = Digiika&ith 01t &
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mised to retire ; but as he offered no sccurity for the
fulfilment of his word, they began to suspect his
sineerity ; and, indeed, with suflicient reason: for as
soon as night appeared, he advanced to the walls, and
having found a door left open by Aristzeus, he had
time to foree his Gauls into the city ; and so seize it
without being perceived. But when he would have
introduced bis elephants, he found the gates too low;
which obliged him to cause the towers to be taken
down from their backs, and replaced there when
those animals had entered the city. All this could
not be effected amidst the darkness without much
trouble, noise, and confusion, which caused them to
be discovered. The Argives, when they beheld the
enemy in the city, fled to the citadel, and to those
places that were most advantageous in their defence,
and sent a deputation to Antigonus, to press his
speedy advanee to their assistance. He accordingly
marched that moment, and caused his son, with the
other officers, to enter the city at the head of his best
troops. In this very juncture of time, King Areus
also arrived at Argos, with a thousand Cretans, and
as many Spartans as were capable of coming. These
troops, when they had all joined each other, charged
the Gauls with the utmost fury, and put them into
disorder. Pyrrhus hastened, on his part, to sustain
them ; but the darkness and confusion was then so
great, that it was impossible for him to be either
obeyed or heard. 'When day appeared, he was not a
little surprised to see the citadel full of enemies ; and
as he then imagined all was lost, he thoucht of
nothing but a timely retreat. But as he had some
apprehension with respeet to the city gates, which
were much too narrow, he sent orders to his
son, Helenus, whomn he had left without with the
greatest part of the army, to demolish part of the
wall; that his| troops /might have a free passage out
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of the city. The person to whom Pyrrhus gave this
order in great haste, having misunderstood his mean-
ing, delivered a quite contrary message; in conse-
quence of which, Helenus drew out his best infantry, .
with all tho elephants he had left, and then advanced
into the city to assist his father, who was preparing
to retire, the moment the other entered the place.

Pyrrhus, as long as tho place afforded him a suf-
ficient extent of ground, appeared with a resolute
mien, and frequently faced about and repulsed thoso
who pursned him; but when he found himself
engaged in a narrow street, which ended at the gate,
the confusion, which already was very great, became
infinitely increased by the arrival of the troops his
son brought to his assistance. e frequently called
aloud to them to withdraw, in order to clear the
streets, but in vain; for as it was impossible for his
voice to be heard, they still continued to advanee;
and to complete the calamity in which they were
involved, one of the largest elephants sank down in
the middle of the gate, and filled tho whole extent in
such a manner, that the troops could neither advance
nor retire.  The confusion occasioned by this accident
became then inextricable.

Pyrrhus observing the disorder of his men, who
broke forward and were driven back, took off the
glittering crest, which distinguished his helmet, and
caused him to be known, and then, confiding in the
{;oodncss of his horse, he sprang into the throng of
1is cnemies who pursued him ; and while he was
ﬁghting with an air of desperation, one of the
adverse party advanced up to him, and pierced
his cuirass with a javelin. The wound, however,
was neither great nor dangerous, and Pyrrhus imme-
diately turned upon the man from whom he had
received it, and who happened to be only a private
soldier,  the son [of ca'/poor woman/at rArgos™ ¢ho
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mother beholding the contest from the top of a
house, where she stood with several other women,
The moment she saw her son engaged with Pyrrhus,
she almost lost her senses, and chilled with horror at
the danger to which she beheld him exposed. Amidst
the impressions of her agony, she caught up a large
tile, and threw it down upon Pyrrhus. The mass
fell directly upon his head, and his helmet being too
weak to ward off the blow, his hands dropped the
reins, and he sank down from his horse without being
observed. But he was soon discovered by a soldier,
who put an end to his life, by cutting off his head.

There is another circumstance related of Argos,
which it gives us great pleasure in remarking. When
Solon was at the court of Croesus, the king asked
him—¢ Who, of all those he had seen, was the next
in felicity to Tellus.” Solon answered, ¢ Cleobis and
Biton of Argos, two brothers, who had left behind
them a perfeet pattern of fraternal affection, and of
the respect due from children to their parents. Upon
a solemn festival,"when their mother, a priestess of
Juno, was to go to the temple, the oxen that were to
draw her not being ready, the two sons put them-
sclves to the yoke, and drew their mother’s chariot
thither, which was above five miles distant. All the
mothers of the place, ravished with admiration, con-
gratulated the priestess on the piety of her sons.
She, in the transports of her joy and thankfulness,
earncstly entreated the goddess to reward her chil-
dren with the best thing that Heaven can give to
man. Iler prayers were heard. When the sacrifice
was over, her two sons fell asleep in the very temple,
and there died in a soft and peaceful slumber. In
honour of their picty, the people of Argos consecrated
statues to them in the temple of Delphos.

¢« If Athens,” says Dr. Clarke, * by arts, by
military talents; and by- costly solemnities,, became



one of the eyes of Greece, there was in the humanity
of Argos, and in the good feeling displayed by its
inhabitants, a distinction which comes nearer to the
heart. Somecthing characteristic of the people may
be observed even in a name given to one of their
divinities ; for they worshipped a ¢ God of Meek:
ness.” It way be said, perhaps, of the Argive cha-
racter, that it was less splendid than the Athenian,
and less rigid than the Lacedemonian; but it was
less artificial, and the contrast it exhibited, when
opposed to the infamous profligacy of Corinth, where
the manners of the people, corrupted by wealth and
luxury, were further vitiated by the great influx of
foreigners, rendered Argos, in the days of her pros-
perity, one of the most enviable cities of Greece.
The stranger, who visited Athens, might, indeed,
regard, with an eager curiosity, the mnumerable
trophies every where suspended of victors in her
splendid games ; might admire her extensive por-
ticoes crowded with philosophers; might gaze with
wonder at the productions of her artists; might
revere her magnificent temples: but feelings more
affecting were drawn forth in beholding the numerous
monuments of the Argives, destined to perpetuate
the memory of individuals who had rendered them-
selves illustrious Ly their virtues.”

Argos was taken, A.p. 1397, by Bajazet. It was
then totally deserted, and its walls destroyed. It
was rebuilt by the Venetians, from whom, in 1463,
it was taken by the Turks; and after being retaken
by the Venctians, it was again recovered by the
Turks in the same year.

¢« But where is Argos ?” inquires La Martine; “a
vast naked plain, intersected with marshes extending
in a circular form at the bottom of the gulf. It is
bounded en every side by chains of grey mountains ;

at the (Cud/jof . tho plaing ;abont )t wo | leagues inland,
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we perceive a mound, with some fortified walls on
its summit, and which proteets, by its shade, a small
town in ruins—this is Argos. Close by is the tomb
of Agamemnon.”

The antiquities of Argos, once so numerous, may
now be comprised within a very short list., Those
seen by Pausanias were the temples of Apollo, of
Fortuna, of Jupiter, and of Minerva; sepulchres
and ccnotaphs; a theatre, a forum, a gymmasium,
a stadium, a subterranean edifice, &c., formed of
earth.

Of these now remaining*, are the ruins of the
theatret, which was a remarkable structure, having
been entirely an excavation in the rock, and having
the appearance of three theatres instead of one. Oppo-
site to this are the remains of a large edifice, built
entirely of tiles. Above the theatre are those of the
Hieron of Venus, within whose temple was a-statue
of the poetess Telesilla, who, at the head of a band of
heroines, repulsed from the walls the enemies of her
country, when it was attacked by the Lacedzmonians.
She was represented, says Pausanias, standing upon
a pillar, with the books of her poetry scattered at
her feet, in the act of regarding her helmet, which
she was about to put upon her head.

On the sides and lower part of the modern fortress
are still seen the remains of Cyclopian architecture,
as ancient as the citadel of Tiryns, and built in the
same stylef.

<« This structure,” says Dr. Clarke, ¢ is mentioned
by Pausanias§, where he states that the inhabitants of

* Clarke.

F The devastations of time and war have effaced the old city.
The stranger in vain inquires for vestiges of its numerous edifices,
the theatre, the gymnasium, the temples, and the monuments it
once bousted, coutending even with Athens in antiquity and in
favours conferred by the gods,—CHaNDLER,

1 Sce Tiryns, ¢ Lib. vii,
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Mycenze were unable to demolish the walls of the
Argives, built, like those of Tiryns, by the Cyclops.
These Cyclopian walls, as well as the towers of Argos,
are noticed by Euripides, Polybius, Sencea, Strabo,
and Statius. They are also hinted at by Virgil.
At the front of the Acropolis, we found one of the
most curious tell-tale remains, yet discovered among
the thirty temples of pagan priesteraft, It was
nothing less than one of the oracular shrines of Argos,
alluded to by Pausanias, laid open to inspection like
the toy a child has broken, in order that he may see
the contrivance whereby it was made to speak., A
more interesting sight for modern curiosity can hardly
be conceived to exist among the ruins of any Gre-
cian city. In its original state, it has been a
temple ; the farther part from the entrance whero
the altar was, being an excavation of the rock,
and the front and roof comstructed of baked tiles,
The altar yet remains, and part of the fictile super-
structure; but the most remarkable part of tho
whole is a secret subterrancous passage, terminating
bebind the altar, its cntrance being at a considerable
distance towards the right of a person facing the
altar, and so cunningly contrived, as to have a small
aperturc casily concealed, and level with the surface
of the rock.  This was barely large enough to admit
the entranee of a single person, who, having de-
scended in the narrow passage, might creep along
until he arrived immediately behind the centre of the
altar; where being hid by some colossal statue, or
other screen, the sound of his voice wounld produce a
most imposing effect among the humble votaries
prostrate beneath, who were listening in silence upon
the floor of the sanctnary.”

There was also in Argos a statue of Jupiter, which
~bad three cyes, one of which was in the middle of
the forchead: - It is wot dmnpossible’ butthis fstatue
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may, one day, be found among the ruins under the
soil.

Argos was consccrated to Juno*; it was subjeet
to different forms of government; its people were
brave ; they cnltivated the arts, but neglected the
seiences. Their memory may well be cherished ; for
they were, both in precept and in practice, the kindest
and most humane of all the citizens of Greecet.

NO. X1I.—ARIAMMENE.

Tius eity was sitnate on the banks of the Araxes.
It is now called Esqui-Julfa; and Chardin, Cart-
wright, and Sir W, Ouseley, we believe, are almost
the only travellers who have given any description
of it. ¢ They called it Old Julfa,” says Chardin,
“ to distinguish it from the Julfa which is a suburb
of Ispahan; and not without reason is it so called,
since it is totally ruined and demolished. There is
nothing further to be known of it, except the grandenr
which it once enjoyed. There are nothing but holes
and caverns made in the mountains, fitter for beasts
then men. I do not believe there is in the world a
more barren and hideous place than that of Old
Julfa, where there is neither tree nor grass to be
seen. True it is, that in the neighbourhood there are
some places more happy and fertile; yet, on the
other side it is as true, that never was any city
sitnated in a more dry and stony situation. There
are not more than thirty families in it, and those
Armenians.”

* The district of Argol is first reccived colonies, who introduced
civilisation into Greeece. It has been reckoned the eradle of the
Greeks, the theatre of events, which distinguished their earliest
annals, and the country whiech prodnced their first herces and
artists, It was accordingly in the temple of Juno at Argos where
the Dorie order first rose to a marked eminence, and beeamne the
model for the magnificent cdifices afterwards erected in the other
citigsy states, and-islands.~—~CrviL’ ArReHITECTURE,

‘ Rollin ; Recs Clarke ; La Martine.
P
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Julfa was ruined by Abbas the Great, and all that
art had contributed to its fortification; and this he
did in order to prevent tho Turkish armies from
getting supplies of provisions during their incursions
mto Persia. To this end he transplanted the inha-
bitants and their cattle to other places, ruined all
their houses, fired the whole country, burnt up all
the turf and trees, and even poisoned their springs.

Sir John Cartwright visited this plaee about two
hundred years ago, and he stated tho number of
houses to be two thousand, and the inhabitants ten
thousand. When Chardin was there (in 1675),
Liowever, as we have already stated, there were not
more than thirty families. Sir W. Ouseley says, that
there were only forty-five families in 1812, and
those, apparently, of the lowest class, ¢ Several
steep and lofty mountains,” says he, * offer very
extraordinary aspects. Many hugo masses of roek
had lately fallen during earthquakes; and the whole
country round bespeaks some ancient and tremendous
commotion of nature*.”

NO. XIII.—ARSINOE.

ARSINOE was situated near the lake of Maeris, on
the west shore of the Nile, where the inhabitants
paid tho highest vencration to crocodiles. They nou-
rished them in a splendid manner, embalmed them
after they were dead, and buried them in the subter-
rancan cells of the Labyrinth; thence the city was
called, in ancient times, Croeodilopolist. 'When the

* Chardin ; Cartwright ; Ouseley.

+ Every natiou had a great zeal for their gods. *“ Armong us,”’
says Cicero, ** it is very common to see termples robbed, and
statues carried off ; but it was never known, that any person in
Egypt cver abused a crocedile ; for its inhabitants would have
sutfered the most extremo tormients, rather thaw be guilty of such
wwrilege™ Ttwas doathi for /any person to kill one of sheeo animals
voluutarily.
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Greeks conquered Egypt they altered its mame to
Arsinoe.

This name it retained in the time of Adrian, and
Greek medals were struck here in honour of that
emperor as well as of Trajan. Its ruins are thus
described by Belzoni :— On the morning of the
7th I went to see the ruins of the ancient Arsi-
noe; it had been a very large city, but nothing
of it remains except high mounds of all sorts of
rubbish. The chief materials appear to have been
burnt bricks. There were many stone edifices, and a
great quantity of wrought granite. In the present
town of Medinet I observed several fragments of gra-
nite columns and other pieces of sculpture, of a most
magnificent taste. It is certainly strange that granite
columns are only to be seen in this place and near the
Pyramids, six miles distant. Among the ruins at
Arsinoe I also observed various fragments of statnes
of granite, well exccuted, but much mutilated ; and
it 1s my opinion that this town has been destroyed by
violence and fire. It is clearly seen that the new
town of Medinet is built out of the old town of
Arsinoe, as the fragments are to be met with in every
part of the town. The large blocks of stone have
been diminished in their sizes, but enough is left to
show the purposes for which they originally served.
About the centre of the ruins I made an excavation in
an ancient reservoir, which I found to be as deep as the
bottom of the Bahr-Yousef, and which was, no doubt,
filled at the time of the inundation, for the accommo-
dation of the town. There are other similar wells in
these ruins, which prove that this was the only mode
they had of keeping water near them, as the river is at
some distance from the town. Among these mounds
I found several specimens of glass, of Grecian manu-
facture and Egyptian workmanship, and it appears to
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me, that this town must have been one of the “
note in Egypt.”

Near this city was the Labyrinth, so greatly oeb-
brated in ancient times, that Pliny regarded it as the .
most astonishing effort of human genius. Herodotus
saw it, and assures ns that it was still more sur-
prising than the Pyramids. It was built at the
southernmost part of the lake of Mceris. It was not
so much one single palace as a magnificent pile, com-
posed of twelve palaces, regularly disposed, which
had a communication with each other, Fifteen
hundred rooms, interspersed with terraces, were ranged
round twelve lnlh and discovered no outlet to such
as went to soe them. There were the like number of
buildings under ground. Those subterraneous struc-
tures were desnmcd for the burying-place of the
kings; ¢ and \\lxo, says Rollin, ¢ can say this with-
out confusion, and without deploring the blindness of
man, for keeping the sacred crocodiles, which a nation,
so wise in other respects, worshipped as gods?” In
order to visit the roons and halls of the Labyrinth,
he continues, it was necessary, as the reader will
necessarily suppose, for people to take the same pre-

caution as Ariadne made Theseus use, when he was

obliged to go and fight the Minotaur in the labyrinth
of Crete. Virgil describes it in this manner :—

And in the Cretan labyrinth of old,

With wandering ways, and many a winding fold,

Involved the weary feet wilhout redress,

In a round crror, which denied recess ;

Not far from thence he graved the wondrous maze;

A thousand doors, a thousand winding ways.

Of this monument no moreis now to be found than
amid the ruins of Babel Caroan and Casr Caroan.
¢ Iereafter,” says Savary, ¢ when Europe shall have

restored to Egypt the sciences it received thence,
prrhaps the sands and rubbish, which lide the sub-
terrancan part of the Labynnth will bo raingvéd, and
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precious antiquities obtained. Who can say that the
discoveries of the learned werenot preserved in thisasy-
lum, equally impenetrable to the natives and foreign-
ers? If the dustof IHereulaneum, an inconsiderable city,
has preserved so many rarities and instruetive remains
of art and history, what may not be expeeted from
the fifteen hundred apartments in which the archives
of Egypt were deposited, since the governors assembled
here to treat on the most important affairs of religion
and state® ¢”

NO. XIV.—ARTAXATA.,

THE ruins of this eity are seen at a place called
Ardachar, or, as it is more frequently called in the
East, Ardechier; sometimes Ardesh. The city rose
above the plain with fortress, palaces, and temples ;
and two more splendid than the rest, one dedicated to
Anaites or Armatea, the other, a magmﬁcent strue-
ture to Apollo. Statues were raised in all.

Artaxata was the capital of Armenia, and the resi-
dence of the Armenian kings. It was situate on a
plain, upon an elbow of the Araxes, which formed a
peninsula, and surrounded the town, except on the
side of the isthmus. This isthmus was defended by
a broad ditch and rampart.

It was built by Artaxias in consequence of Han-
nibal’s having recommended the spot as a fit place
for the king’s eapital ; and there Artaxias’ successors
resided for many generations.

Lucullus having defeated the Armemane under
their king Tlgranes did not venture to lay siege to
this place, because he considered it 1mprean1blc The
gates were, however, thrown open to the Roman gencral
Corbulo, but thccxty itself was burnt and razed. It was
afterwards called Neronia, in compliment to the em-
peror Nero, who commanded Tiridates to rebuild it.

*Terodotus s Rc;l'liu; Savaryy Belzont; Rees,
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A few families, of the poorest order of are
now the sole occupants of this once famous city.

¢ On reaching the remains of Ardisher,” says Sir
Robert Ker Porter, ¢ I saw the earth covered toan
immense extent, and on every side, with that sort of
irregular hillocks, which are formed by Time over
piles of ruins. These, with long dyke-like ridges,
evidently by the samo venerable architect, and mate-
rials connecting them in parts, told me at once I was
entering tho confines of a city, now no more. It is
not in language to describo the effect on the mind in
visiting one of these places. The space over which
the eye wanders, all marked with the memorials of
the past, but where no pillar or dome, nor houschold
wall of any kind, however fallen, yet remains to give
a feeling of some present existence of the place, even
by a progress in decay. All here is finished ; buried
under heaps of earth ; the graves, not of the people
above, but of their houses, temples, and palaces; all
lying in death-like entombment. At Anni I found
myself surrounded by a superb monumment of Arme-
nian greatness; at Ardechier I stood over its grave.
Go where one will for lessons of Time's revolutions,
the brevity of human life, the nothingness of man’s
ambition, they nowhere can strike upon the heart
liko a single glance cast on one of these motionless
life-deserted © cities of the silent*.””

NO. XV.—ARTEMITA. .

ArTEMITA was a large town in Mesopotamia,
according to Pliny tho naturalist; but Strabo, more
corrcctly, places it in Babylonia, five hundred stadia
east of Seleucia, on the banks of the lake Arsissa, now
called Argish.

Though Chosrocs was undoubtedly sovereign of
Ctesiphon and built the splendid palace, of which the

* Strabo Ii;ﬂ: Porter
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remains are visible ; he did not approach the gates of
that city for nearly four-and-twenty years. His favou-
rite residence was Dustegerd ( Artemita), situate on the
Tigris, not less than sixty miles north of Ctesiphon;
and here, since the length of his residence at Ctesiphon
has not been clearly ascertained, and with a view of
giving the reader some idea with respect to the power
and splendour of this prince, we will eite the deserip-
tion that has been given of the wealth and magni-
ficence for which his name has been rendered
remarkable to all posterity. ¢ The adjacent pastures
were covered with flocks and herds; the paradise or
park was replenished with pheasants, peacocks,
ostriches, roebucks, and wild boars; and the noble
%ame of lions and tigers were sometimes turned loose
or the bolder pleasures of the chase. Nine hundred
and sixty elephants were maintained for the use and
splendour of the great king ; his tents and baggage
were carried into the field by twelve thousand great
camels and eight thousand of a smaller size; and the
royal stables were filled with six thousand mules and
horses, among which the names of Shebdiz and Barid
were renowned for their speed and beauty.” The
treasure, which consisted of gold, silver, gems, silk,
and aromatics, were deposited in one hundred sub-
terranean vaults; and his palaee walls are described
as having been hung with thirty thousand rich hang-
ings, and thousands of globes of gold were suspended
in the dome to imitate the planets and constellations
of the firmament. When this palace was sacked by
Heraclius, the conqueror found in it, as we are
informed by Cedrenus, sugar, ginger, pepper, silk
robes woven, and embroidered carpets; aloes, aloes-
wood, mataxa, silk, thread, muslins, muslin garments
without number, and a vast weight of gold bullion.
Dustegerd stood upon the spot where now are
scen’ the ‘vast’ ruins of / Kesra-Shirene. . These have



72 RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES. b

been described by Sir R. Ker Porter. ¢ We ave told,
that the city of Dustegerd was the most stati
residence of Kliosroo Purviz, and that it contained
his most superb palace, treasury, and public build- .
ings. There he passed his winters, with the beauti=
ful object of his idolatry * ; and thence he flew with
her from the conquering arms of the emperor IHera-
clius.  We entered upon a chain of hills, amongst
which ourroad led in the most circuitous and intricate
mazes I had ever trod ; heights and depths, ravines,
dry or water courses, rugged promontorics, short
stony plains, in short, every specics of mountain
difficultics, diversified our path for full fifteen miles,
till wo arrived at a once formidable barrier, not far
from which we canght a view of the meandering
river Zohaub. All along the alpine bridge we
mounted, runs a massy wall of large hewn stone,
which, in many places, liko a curtain, closes the open-
ings left by nature in the rocky bulwarks of the
country, It had evidently been intended for a defence
against any hostile approach from the eastward, and,
on passing it, we went through what had formed
one of its gates.”

Journeying on a mile or two further, the traveller
came to a second wall, still higher and stronger, and
from that ran a third wall; which partly enclosed a
large angular space. On various spots lay large
stones of a great length, and hollowed in the middle,
as if they were tho remains of some ancient covered
channel to convey water. This is still called the
aqueduct of Khosroo Purviz; and the natives told
Sir Robert, that it was ono of the works constructed
by that prince to win the smiles of his beloved
Shirene,

® For the loves of Chosroes and Shirene, sco D’Herbelot, aud the
Orichtal eolléctions:
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Numerous fragments and continnations of the great
rampart wall tracked their way, till they came to the
ruins of another wall, the position and extent of
which scemed to declare it to have been one side of
the battlements of some large and ancient city. This
they were informed was Kesra-Shirene.

They passed under a gateway of simple construc+
tion, formed of hewn stones, twelve fect high and
about six in thickness. The wall ran to a consider-
able distance, then disappeared, and then started up
in massy frwments the whole seeming to have for-
merly enclosed an area of several miles, and likely to
have been occupied by the streets courts, and public
buildings of a very noble city. "« The first ruined
cdifice we approached,” continues Sir Robert, ¢ was
built of stone, and consists of long ranges of vaulted
rooms, ncarly choked up with the fallen masses of
what may have been its magnificent superstructures.
A little onward, we came %o the remains of some
place of great magnitude. Itis a square building of
nearly a hundred Teet along each side ; four entrances
have led into the interior, and the arches of these
portals, which are falling to the last stage of decay,
cannot be less than from thlrty to forty feet in height,.
The walls are of equal elevation, and of a more than
ordinary thickness for any strueture to stand the
brunt of war, being twelve feet in solidity. The in-
terior of the placc which scems to have been one
enormous chamber or hall, is covered with lime,
stones, and other fragments of masonry. No rem-
nant of any sculptnr'tl ornaments or inscription was
to be seen. At the southern angle of the great arch
within the city walls, on a commandmtr rise of
ground stands a ruin of a stronger clnracter, the
massiveness and form of the work proving it to
be the remains of a fortress. The building is of stone
and brick ; the latter being of a largé square surface,
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but not very thick. Various lofty arched chambers,
as well as deep subterraneous dungeons, compose this
noble ruin.  In ranging over the rest of the ground,
contained within the circuit of the great interior -
walls, we found it covered with every indieation that
there had once stood the busy streets of a great and
populous city*.

NO. XVL—ATHENS. .

% Look | on the /Egean shore a city stands,
Built nobly, pure the air and light the soil.
Athens! the eyo of Greeco, mother of arts
And eloquence, native to famous wits,
Or bospitable in her sweet recess,
City or suburban studious walks and shades !
Seo there the olive groves of Academe,
Plato’s retirement, where tho Attie bird
Thrills her thick.warbled notes tho summer long.
There, flowery hill, Hymettns, with the souad
Of bees, industrious murmur, oft invites
To studious musing ; there lissus rolls
His whispering stresm. Within the walls then view
The schools of ancient sages ; his whe bred
Great Alexander to subduo the world.
Lyceum there sud painted Stoa next.””—Micton.

Tue Athenians thought themselves the original
inhabitants of Attiea ; for which reason they were
called ¢ Sons of the Earth;” and ¢ grasshoppers.”
They sometimes, therefore, wore golden grasshop-
pers in their hair, as badges of honour, to distinguish
themselves from the people of later origin and less
noble extraction ; because these insects are supposed
to bo sprung from the ground. ¢ Our origin,” said
Socrates, * is so beantiful, that none of the Greeks
can give such purc appellations to their country as
we can.  We can truly style the earth on which we
tread our nurse, our mother, our father.”

It was governed by seventeen kings, in the follow-
ing order :—
TRV CATT v g S Rl Ko rhie
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After a reign of fifty years, Cecrops was suceeeded
by

B, C. B.C.

Cranans . . . . . 1506 | Theseus . . . . . 1235
Amphietyon . . . . 1497 | Menesthens . . . . 1205
Ericthonius . . . . 1487 | Demophoon . . . ., 1282
Pandion . . . . 1437 | OxPmtess . 5. v, oo i 149
Brietheus . . . < 1397 | Aphids8SSste . "L NEEN 37
CeeropsIT. . . . . 1347 | Thymetes . . . . 1336
PandionIL. . . . . 1307 | Melanthus . . . . 1128
Hgeus . . . . . 1283 {Codrus . . . . . 1091

The history of the first twelve monarchs is, for the
most part, fabulous.

Athens was founded by Cecrops, who led a colony
out of Egypt, and built twelve towns, of which he
composed a kingdom.

Amphictyon, the third king of Athens, procured
a confederacy between twelve nations, who met
every year at Thermopylee, there to consult over their
affairs in general, as also upon those of each nation in
particular. This eonvention was called the assembly
of the Amphictyons.

The reign of Algeus is remarkable for the Argo-
nautic expedition, the war of Minos, and the story
of Theseus and Ariadne.

Hgeuns was succeeded by his son, Theseus, whose
exploits belong more to fable than to history.

The last king was Codrus, who devoted himself to
die for his people.

After Codrus, the title of king was extinguished
among the Athenians: his son was set at the head of
the commonwealth, with the title of Archon, which
after a time was declared to be an annual office.

After this Draco was allowed to legislate, and
then Solon. The laws of the former were so severe,
that they were said to be written in blood. Those
of the latter were of a different character,  Pisistra-
tus acquired ascendancy ; became a despot, and was
assassinated: whercon the Athenians recovered their
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liberties, and Iippias, the son of Disistratus, in vain
attempted to re-establish a tyranny.  The Athenians,
sometimo after, burnt Sardis, a city of the Persians,
in conjunction with the Ionians; and, to revenge .
this, Dariug invaded Greece, but was conquered at
Marathon by Miltiades.

Xerxes soon after invaded Attica, and the Athe-
nians having taken to their ¢ wooden walls,” their
city was burnt to the ground. ’

After the victory, gained over the Persians at Sa-
lamis, the Athenians returned to their city, but were
obliged to abandon it again; Mardonius having
wasted and destroyed every thing in its neighbour-
hood. They returned to it soon after their victory
at Plateea,  Their first care, after returning to their
city, was to rebuild their walls. This measure was
opposed by the Lacedemonians, under the pretence of
its being contrary to the interest of Greece, that there
should be strong places beyond the isthmus.  Their
real motive, however, was suspected to be au aver-
sion to the rising greatness of the Athenians. The-
mistocles conducted himself with great art in this
matter*®., e got himself appointed ambassador to
Sparta; and before setting out he caused all the
citizens, of every age and sex, to apply themselves to
the task of building the walls, making use of any
materials within their reach. Fragments of houses,
temples, and other buildings, were accordingly em-
ployed, producing a grotesque appearance, which re-
mained to the days of Plutarch. IHe then set out for
Sparta ; but, on various pretences, declined entering on
his comumission, till he had reccived intelligence that
the work he had set on foot was nearly completed.
He then went boldly to the Lacedemonian senate, de-
clared what had been done, and justified it, not only
by natural right of the Athcenians to provide for
ir X Brossier, @

o
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their own defence, but by the advantage of opposing
such an obstacle to the progress of the barbarians.
The Lacedemonians, sensible of the justice of this
argument, and seeing that remonstrance would now
avail nothing, were fain to acquiesce.

No city in the world can boast, in such a short space
of time, of such a numberof illustrious citizens, equally
eelebrated for their humanity, learning, and military
abilities. Some years after the Persian defeat, Athens
was visited by a very terrible calamity, insomuch
that its ravages were like what had never been before
known. This was a plague. We now adopt the
language of Rollin. ¢ It is related, that this scourge
began in Ethiopia, whence it descended into Kgypt,
from thence spread over Libya, and a great part of
Persia; and at last broke at once like a flood upon
Athens. Thueydides, who himself was seized withthat
deadly disease, has described very minutely the several
eireumstances and symptomns of it ; in order, says he,
that a faithful and exact relation of this ealamity
may serve as an instruetion to posterity, in case the
like should ever happen. This pestilenee bafled the
utmost cfforts of art; the most robust constitutions
were unable to withstand its attacks; and the greatest
care and skill of the physicians were a feeble help to
those who were infected. The instant a person was
seized, he was struck with despair, which quite dis-
abled him from attempting a cure, * The assistance
that was given them was ineffectual, and proved
mortal to all sueh of their relations as had the eou-
rage to approach them. The prodigious quantity of
baggage, which had been removed out of the country
into tho city, proved very noxious. Most of the in-
habitants, for want of lodging, lived in little cottages,
in which they could scarcely breathe, during the
raging heat of the summer; so that they were seen
either ;piled one upon; the. other, the dead as well as
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those who were dying, or else erawling through the
streets ; or lying along by the side of fountains, to
which they had dragged themselves, to quench the
raging thirst which consumed them. Tho very.
temples were filled with dead bodies, and every part
of the city exhibited a dreadful image of death ; with-
out the least remedy for the present, or the least
hopes with regard to futurity.

“ The plague, before it spread into Attica, had,
as we have before stated, made wild havoe in Persia.
- Artaxerxes, who had been informed of the mighty

reputation of Hippoerates of Cos, the greatest phy-
sician of that or any other age, caused his governors
to write to him, to invite him into his dominions, in
order that he might prescribe for those who were in-
fected. The king made him the most advantageous
offers ; setting no bounds to his rewards on the side
of interest, and, with regard to honours, promising
to make him equal with the most considerable per-
sons in his court. This great physician sent no other
answer but this :—that he was free from either wants
or desires; and he owed all his eares to his fellow-
citizens and countrymen ; and was under ne obliga-
tion to the declared enemies of Greece.—Kings are
not used to denials. Artaxerxes, therefore, in the
highest transports of rage, sent to the city of Cos,
the native place of Hippocrates, and where he was at
that time ; commanding them to deliver up to him
that insolent wretch, in order that he might be
brought to condign punishment ; and thrcatenin%, in
case they refused, to lay waste their city and island
in such a manner, that not tho least footsteps of it
should remain. However, the inhabitants of Cos
were not under the least terror.  They made answer,
that the menaces of Darius and Xerxes had not been
able to prevail with them to give them carth and
water,( or/to.obey; their orders ; that - Axtaxerxes’
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threats would be equally impotent ; that, let what
would be the eonsequence, they would never give up
their fellow citizens ; and that they depended upon
the protection of the gods.

¢ Hippocrates had said in one of his letters, that
he owed himself entirely to his country. And, in-
. deed, the instant he was sent for to Athens, he went
thither, and did not once stir out of .the eity till the
plague had ceased. e devoted himself entirely to
the service of the sick; and, to multiply himself, as it
were, he sent several of his disciples into all parts of
the country, after having instructed them in what
manner to treat their patients. The Athenians were
struck with the deepest sense of gratitude for this
generous care. They therefore ordained, by a public
decree, that Hippocrates should be initiated in the
most exalted mysteries, in the same manner as Her-
cules the son of Jupiter; that a crown of gold should
be presented him, of the value of a thousand staters¥,
and that the deeree by which it was granted him,
should be read aloud by a herald in the public games,
on the solemn festival of Panathenaa : that the free-
dom of the city should be given him, and himself be
maintained at the public charge, in the Prytaneum
all his lifetime, in case he thought proper: in fine,
that the children of all the people of Cos, whose city
had given birth to so great a man, might be main-
tained and brought up in Athens, in the same man-
ner.

In thetime of Agis and Pausanias, kings of Lace-
demonia, Lysander was sent to besiege Athens. He
arrived, therefore, at the Pirzus, with a flcet of one
hundred and fifty sail, and prevented all other
ships from coming in or going-out. The Athenians,
besieged by land and sea, without provisions, ships,

* The Attic stater was a gold coin weighing two drachms.
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hope of relief, or any resources, sent deputies to
to propose a treaty with Sparta, upon coudition
abandoning all their possessious, the city and port
only excepted. He referred the deputies to Lacede-
mon, as not being empowered to treat with them.
When they arrived at Salasia, upon the frontier of
Sparta, and had made known their commission to
the Ephori, they were ordered to retire, and to come
with other proposals, if they expected a peace.  The
Ephori had demanded, ¢ that ono thousand. two
hundred paces of the wall on each side of the Pireens
should be demolished;” but an Athenian, for venturing
to advise a compliance, was sent to prison, and pro-
hibition made against proposing any thing of that
kind for the future.

The Corinthians and several other allies, especially
the Thebans, insisted that it wasabsolutely necessary
to destroy the city without hearkening any further to
a treaty. DBut tho Lacedemonians, preferring the
glory and safety of Greece to their own grandeur,
made answer, that they would never be reproached
with having destroyed a city that had rendered such
great services to all Greece; the remembrance of
which ought to have much greater weight with the
allies than the remembrance of private injuries re-
ceived from it. A peaco was, therefore, concluded
under these conditions :—* that the fortifications of
the Piraeus, with the lonf wall that joined that port
to the city, should be demolished ; that the Athe-
nians should deliver up all their galleys, twelve only
excepted ; that they should abandon all the ecities
they had seized, and content themselves with their
own lands and country.” The deputies, on their re-
turn, were surrounded by an innumerable throng of
people, who apprehended that nothing had been con-
cluded ; for they were not able to hold out any longer,
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such multitudes dying of famine. The next day
they reported the success of their negociation; the
treaty was ratified, and Lysander, followed by the
exiles, entered the port. It was on the very day the
Athenians had formerly gained the famous battle of
Salamis. He caused the works to be demolished to
the sound of flutes and trumpets, as if all Greece had
that day regained its liberty. Thus ended the Pelo-
ponnesian war, after having continued during the
space of twenty-seven years.

The walls, thus demolished, were rebuilt by
Conon. He did more; he restored Athens to its
former splendour, and rendered it more formidable to
its enemies than it had ever been before.

Philip* having gained the battle of Cheronza,
Greece, and above all, Athens, received a blow from:
which she never recovered. It was generally ex-
pected, that Philip would avail himself of this
opportunity of entirely crushing his inveterate enemy.
That prudent prince, however, foresaw that powerful
obstacles were yet to be encountered, and that
there was still a spirit in the Athenian people which
miglht render it difficult to hold them in subjection.
It would appear, also, says an elegant writer,
as if the genius and fame of Athens had, in the
hour of her calamity, thrown a shield over her: for
Philip is reported to have said, < Have I done so
much for glory, and shall I destroy the theatre of
that glory ?” A treaty, in consequence, was entered
into; and thus the Athenians, though reluctant to
exist by Philip’s clemency, were permitted to retain
the whole Attic territory.

The number of men able to bear arms at Athens,
in the reign of Cecrops, was computed at twenty
thousand ; and there appears to have been no con-
siderable augmentation in the more civilised age of

% Brewster.
G
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Pericles; but in the time of Demetrius Phalareus,
there were found twenty-one thousand ecitizens, ten
thonsand foreigners, and forty thousand slaves.

Philip*, son of Demetrius of Maeedon, seems to .
have been one of the most inveterate enemies by
whom Athens was ever ravaged. With unsparing
cruelty he destroyed almost every thing which had
either escaped the Persian invaders, or which had -
been erccted after their final expulsion. Livy tells
us, that, not content with burning and destroying
the temples of the gods, he ordered that the very
stones should be broken into small pieces, that they
might no longer serve to repair the buildings; and
Diodorus Siculus asserts, that even the inviolability
of the sepulchres could not command his respeet, or
repress his violence.

Athens, however, still recovered some portion of
its power ; for when Sylla arrived before the Pirecus,
he found the walls to be sixty feet high, and entirely
of hewn stone. The work was very strong, and had
been raised by order of Pericles in the Peloponnesian
war: when, the hopes of victory depending solely
upon this port, he had fortified it to the utmost of
his power.

The leight of the walls did not deter Sylla. He
employed all sorts of engines in battering them, and
made continual assaults. He spared neither danger,
attacks, nor expense, to hasten the conclusion of the
war. Without enumerating tho rest of the warlike
stores and equipage, twenty thousand mules were
perpetually employed in working the machines only.
Wood happening to fall shiort, from the great con-
sumption made of it in the machines, which were
often either broken or spoiled by the vast weight they
carricd, or burned by the enemy, he did not spare
the sacred groves. He cut down the trees in the

* . Dodwell,
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walks of the Academy and Lyczum, which were the
finest and best planted in the suburbs, and caused
the high walls that joined the port to the city to be
demolished, in order to make use of the ruins in
erecting lis works, and carrying on his operations.

Notwithstanding all disadvantages, the Athenians
defended themnselves like lions. They found means
either to burn most of the machines ereeted against
the walls, or by undermining them, fo throw them
down and break them to pieces. The Romans, on
their side, behaved with no less vigour. Sylla, dis-
couraged by so obstinate a defence, resolved to attack
the Pireeus no longer, and confined himself to reduce
the place by famine. The city was now at the last
extremity; a bushel of barley having been sold in it
for a thousand drachms (about 25/. 'sterling). In
the midst of the public misery, the governor, who
was a lieutenant of Mithridates, passed his days and
nights in debauch. The senators and priests went
to throw themselves at his feet, conjuring him to
have pity on the eity, and to obtain a eapitulation
from Sylla ; he dispersed them with arrow-shot, and
in that manner drove them from his presence,

He did not demand a cessation. of arms, nor send
deputies to Sylla, till reduced to the last extremity.
As those deputies made no proposals, and asked
nothing of him to the purpose, but ran on in praising
and extolling Theseus, Eumolpus, and the exploits
of the Athenians against the Medes, Sylla was tired
of their discourse, and interrupted them by saying,—
¢ Gentlemen haranguers, you may go back again,
and keep your rhetorical flourishes to yourselves. For
my part, I was not sent to Athens to be informed of
your ancient prowess, but to chastise your modern
revolt.”

During this audience, some spies having entered
the | city, “overheard / by / chance, some - old men

G2
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talking of the quarter called Ceramicus (the public
place at Athens), and blaming the tyrant exceedingly
for not gnarding a certain part of the wall that was
the only place by which the enemy could scale the.
walls. At their return into the camp, they related
what they heard to Sylla. The parley had been to
no purpose. Sylla did not neglect the intelligence
given him. The next night he went in person to
take a view of the place; and finding the wall
actnally accessible, he ordered ladders to be raised
against it, began the attack there, and, having made
himself master of the wall, after a weak resistance,
entered the city. He would not suffer it to be set
on fire, but abandoned it to be plundered by his sol-
diers, who, in several houses, found human flesh,
which had been dressed to be eaten. A dreadful
slanghter ensned.  The next day all the slaves were
sold by auetion, and liberty was granted to the
citizens who had escaped the swords of the soldiers,
who were a very small number. He besieged the
citadel the same day, where Aristion and those who
had taken refuge there, were soon so much redueed
by famine, that they were foreed to surrender them-
sclves. The tyrant, his guards, and all who had
been in any office under him, were put to death.
Some ten days after, Sylla made himself master of
the Pirseus, and burned all its fortifications.

The reputation for learning, military valour, and
polished elegance, which Athens enjoyed during the
splendid administration of Pericles, was tarnished
by the corruption which that ecelebrated person
introduced. Prosperity was the forerunner of luxury
and universal dissipation ; every delicacy was drawn
from distant nations; the wines of Cyprus, and the
snows of Thrace, garlands of roses, perfumes, and
a thonsand arts of buffoonery, which disgraced a
Pasidnceodrt, wereintroducéd ; instead of thé/coarse
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meals, the herbs and plain bread, which the laws of
Solon had recommended, and which had nourished
the heroes of Marathon and Salamis.

Sylla’s assault was the final termination of the
power and greatness of Athens; she became a portion
of the Roman empire; but in the reign of Iadrian
and the Antonines, she resumned, at least in outward
appearance, no small portion of her former splendour.
IHadrian built several temples, and, abdve all, he
finished that of Jupiter Olympius, the work of suc-
cessive kings, and one of the greatest productions of
human art. Ile founded, also, a splendid library ;
and bestowed so many privileges, that an inscription,
placed on one of the gates, declared Athens to be no
longer the city of Theseus, but of Hadrian. In
what manner it was regarded too in the time of
Trajan, may be gathered from Pliny’s letter to a
person named Maximus, who was sent thither as
governor.

‘ Remember,” said he, «that you are going to
visit Achaia, the proper and true Greece; that yon
are appointed to govern a state of free cities, who
have maintained liberty by their valour. Take not
away any thing of their privileges, their dignity ; no,
nor yet of their presumption; but consider it is a
country that hath of long time given laws, and
received none ; that it is to Athens thou goest, where
it would be thought a barbarous cruelty in thee to
deprive them of that shadow and name of liberty
which still remaineth to them.”

The Antonines trod in the steps of Hadrian.
Under them Herodes Atticus devoted an immense
fortune to the embellishment of the city and the
promotion of learning.

But when the Roman world felt the wand of
adversity, and her power began to decline, Athens
felt her share ; she had, enjoyed ) long respite: from
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foreign war, but in the reign of Arcadius and Hono-
rius a dreadful tempest burst npon her.

Alaric, after over-running the rest of Greece, ad-
vanced into Attica, and found Athens without any
power of defence. The whole country was converted
into a desert; but it scems uncertain, whether he
plundered the city, or whether he accepted the
greater part of its wealth as a ransom. Certain,
however, it is, that it suffered severely, and a‘cotem-
porary compared it to the mere skin of a slaughtered
vietim,

It is reported that, during their stay in the eity,
the barbarians, having collected all the libraries of
Athens, were preparing to burn them; but one of
their number diverted them from their design, by
suggesting the propriety of leaving to their encmies
what appeared to be the most eftectual instrument
for cherishing and promoting their unwarlike spirit.

After the devastations of Alaric, and, still more,
after the shutting up of her schools, Athens ceased
almost entirely to attract the attention of mankind.
These schools were suppressed by an edict of Justi-
nian ; an edict which excited great grief and indig-
nation among the few remaining votaries of Grecian
science and superstition. Seven friends and philoso-
phers,* who dissented from the religion of their
sovereign, resolved to seck in a forcign land the
freedom of which they were deprived in their native
country.  Accordingly, the seven sages sought an
asylum in Persia, under the protection of Chosroes;
but, disgusted and disappointed, they hastily re-
turned, and declared that they had rather die on the
horders of the empire than enjoy tho wealth and
favonr of the barbarian. These associates ended
their lives in peaco and obseurity ; and as they left

* Dingenos; and Ilcrmhs;' Eulalicus, and l’ri_;;;ian; Damas-
chius ; "Jsidoro, dnd-Simpliclae:
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no disciples, they terminate the long list of philoso-
phers who may be justly praised, notwithstanding
their defects, as the wisest and most virtuous of their
times ¥,

After the taking of Constantinople by the La-
tins, in the beginning of the thirteenth century, the
western powers began to view Greece as an object
of ambition. In the division of the Greek empire,
which they made among themselves, Grecce and
Macedonia fell to the share of the Marquis of Mont-
ferrat, who bestowed Athens and Thebes on one of
his followers, named Otho de la Roche. This prince
reigned with the title of Duke of Athens, which
remained for a considerable timet, i

It was afterwards seized by a powerful Florentine
family, named Acciaioli, one of whom sold it to
the Venctians; but his son scized it again, and it
remained in that family till A. p. 1455, when it
surrendered to Omar, a general of Mahomet II., and
thus formed one of the two hundred cities which that
prince took from the Christians. He settled a colony
m it, and incorporated it completely with the Turkish
empire. What has occurred of late years has not
been embodied in any authentic history; but the
consequences of the tumults of Greece may be in
some degrec imagined, from what is stated by a
recent traveller in regard to Athensj. ¢ When I
sallied forth to explore the wonders of Athens, alas!
they were no longer to beseen. The once proud city
of marble was literally a mass of ruins— the inglo-
rious ruins of mud-houses and wretched mosques
forming in all quarters such indistinguishable piles,
that in going about I was wholly unable to fix

* Anon.
+ Hence Shakspeare, confounding dates, talks of Theseus,
“ Duke of Athens.”
1/ Quin’s Voyage down' the Danabe,
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upon any peculiarities of streets or buildings, by
which I might know my way from one part of the
capital to another. With the exception of the

remains of the Forum, the temple of Theseus, which .

is still in excellent preservation, the celebrated co-
lumns of the temple of Jupiter Olympius, and the
Parthenon, nothing now exists at Athens of all the
splendid edifices with which it was so profusely deco-
rated in the days of its glory.”

It has been well observed, that, associated in the
youthful mind with all that is noble in patriotism,
exalted in wisdomn, excelling in art, elegant in litcra-
ture, lnninous in science, persuasive in eloquence,
and heroic in action, the beautiful country of Greece,
and its inhabitants, must, under every circumstance,
even of degradation, be an interesting object of study.
“We can all feel, or imagine,” says Lord Byron,
¢ the regret with which the ruins of cities, once the
capital of empires, are beheld. But never did the
littleness of man, and the vanity of his very best
virtues, of patriotism to exalt and of valour to defend
his country, appear more conspicuous than in the
record of what Athens once was, and the certainty
of what she now is.”

The former state of Athens is thus described by
Rarthelemy. ¢ There is not a city in Greece which
presents so vast a number of public buildings and
monuments as Athens. Edifices, vencrable for their
antiquity, or admirable for their elegance, raise
their majestic hieads on all sides. Masterpieces of
sculpture aro extremely numerous, even in the publie
places, and concur with the finest productions of the
pencil to embellish the porticoes of temnples. Here
every thing speaks to the cyes of the attentive
spectator.”

To describe Athens entire would be to fill a volume.
- [Weshally tliereforey onlygive an account of the chief
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monuments of antiquity as they existed till very
lately ; the rest, as they give one little or no sort of
idea of their ancient magnificence, were better omitted
than mentioned.

The Pireus* is one of the finest ports in Greece,
and, being bounded by rocks, has experienced hardly
any change in its form or dimensions. The sea,
however, appears to have encroached a little, as
some ruins are seen under water. The general depth
of the port is from two to ten fathoms, in some places
twenty. The Pirzeus was decorated with a theatre,
several temples, and a great number of statues. As
the existence of Athens depended on the safety of
this harbour, Themistocles secured it against sudden
attack by building a wall, sixty stadia in length, and
forty cubits high. As to its thickness, it was greater
than the space occupied by two waggons. It was
built of huge square stones, fastened together on the
outside by iron and leaden cramps. Without the gate
was a cenotaph, erected in honour of Euripides, on
which was inscribed ¢ The glory of Euripides has all
Grecce for a monument.”

The old city of Athens was seated on the top of a
rock in the midst of a pleasant plain, which, as the
number of inhabitants increased, became full of build-
ings, which induced the distinction of Acro and
Catapolis, 1. e., of the upper and lower city.

The inside of the citadel was adorned with a mul-
titude of edifices. The flat space on the rock of the
Acropolis is not more than eight hundred feet in
length, and about four hundred fect in breadth,—a
small extent for the site of the primitive city of the
Athenians; but an area of great size, when consi-
dered as the base only of temples and marble palaces,
containing not a single structure which might not be

* Dodwell.
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denominated a masterpiece of art*. The most re-
markable of these were a magnificent temiple of
Minerva, styled Parthenon, because that goddess was
a virgin—this the Persians destroyed, but it was .
rebuilt with still greater splendour by Pericles—the
temple of Neptune and Minerva jointly ; a temple
dedicated to Victory, adorued with paintings, prin-
cipally the work of Polygnotus, and constructed of
white marble. Within the citadel, also, was an
iinmense number of statues, erected hy religion and
gratitude, on which the chisels of Myron, Phidias,
Alcamenes, and other artists of renown, seemed to
havo bestowed animation. Of these statues, some were
those of famous Athenian generals ; such as Pericles,
Phormio, Iphicrates,and Timotheus; and others, those
of the gods.

It appears surprising that so many temples should
have been crowded together within the narrow com-
pass of the Athenian Acropolis; but the Roman
Capitol, though not much more spacious, contained
at least thirty temples t,

“In its pride and glory,” says Chandler, ¢ the
Acropolis appeared as one cntire offering to the deity,
surpassing in excellence, and astonishing in rich-
ness. Heliodorus employed on it fiftcen books. The
curiosities of various kinds, with the pictures, sta-
tues, and pieces of sculpture, were so many and 8o
remarkable, as to supply Polemo Periegetes with
matter for four volumes; and Strabo affirms, that as
many more would be required in treating of Athens
and of Attica.

As the stranger draws near to the present entrance
of the citadel, he passes before the fagade of the
Propylea ; the old entrance to the Acropolis, between
its Doric pillars, Deing walled up.  Pausanias says,

*- ITabliouse, + Podwell,
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“There is only one entrance to the Acropolis of
Athens ; it being in every remaining part of its cir-
euit a precipice, and fortified by strono walls. This
entrance was fronted by a m’lgmﬁcent building,
‘called the Propylea, covered with roofs of white
marble, which surpassed, for beauty and the dimen-
sions of the marble, all that I have seen.” This is
NOW In ruins.

This was the most expensive work undertaken
by Pericles, and is said to have cost 2,500 talents
(£452,700). It took five yearsin bmldmo and was
completed B. c. 437.

“To a person who has seen the ruins of Rome,”
says Dr. Clarke, “the first suggestion, made by a
sight of the buildings in the Acropolis, is that of the
infinite superiority of the Athenian architecture. It
possesses the greatness and majesty of the Egyptian
or of the ancient Etruscan style, with all the elegant
proportion, the rich ornaments, and the discrimi-
nating taste of the most splendid era of the arts.” Its
present condition is thus described by Mr. Wil-
liams. “The scene of desolation in the Acropolis is
complete ; the heaps of ruins of wretched houses, and
various buildings, are constructed part with clay and
marble, the marble looking doleful throtigh the mud.
On entering the temple one is struck by the worn
steps, and curved or circular marks of the great
doors of old; the pavement, too, that had been
trodden by the luminaries of Greece.”

The walls of the Acropolis* exhibit three distinct
periods of construction ; that is to say, the masonry
of modern times in the repairs,—a style of building
which can only be referred to the age of Cimon, or
of Pericles;—and the ancient Pelasgic work, as
mentioned by Lucian. The modern walls of the

*. Clarke.
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city are about ten feet high, and not two in thick-
ness. They were constructed about the year 1780,
as a defence against pirates and hordes of Arnauts,
who sometimes entered the town at night, and .
threatened to pillage it. The walls embrace a cir-
cnit of ncarly three miles, and enclose not only the
town and citadel, but also some open spaces for cattle.
They were built in seventy-five days, all hands
being employed night and day. Al kinds of mate-
rials which were at hand were employed in their
construction, and in some places they exhibit large
blocks of stone and marble, and several fragmental
inscriptions®. ;

The lower city had thirteen gates, and among
the principal edifices which adorned it were, 1. The
Olympian temple, erected in honour of Athens and
all Greece. 2. The Pantheon, dedicated to all the
gods ; a noble structure, supported by one hundred
and twenty marble pillars, and having over its great
gateway two horses, carved by Praxiteles. 3. The
temple of Thescus; a noble structure, of Pentelic
marble.

The Gymnasia of Athens were many, but the most
remarkable were the Lyceum, Academia, and Cyno-
sarges, The Lyceum stood on the banks of the
Ilissus ; some say it was built by Pisistratus ; others
by Pericles ; others by Lycurgus.

The Academy was so called from Academus. The
Cynosarges was a place in the suburbs, not far from
the Lyceum.

The Areopagus is sitnated a few hundred feet west
of the Acropolis. It consists of an insnlated rock,
precipitons, and broken towards the south; on the
north side it slopes gently down towards the temple
of Theseus, and is rather lower than the Acropolis.

* Dadwell:
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¢ Higher up, ascending a hill covered with thistles
and red pebbles, you arrive,” says M. La Martine,
“at the Pnyx; the scene of the stormy assemblics
of the people of Athens, and of the fluctuating tri-
umphs of its orators or its favourites; enormous
masses of black stone, some of which measure twelve
or thirteen cubic feet, lie upon one another, and sup-
port the terrace, upon which the people collected.
Still higher np, at tho distance of about fifty paces,
we perceive a huge square block, wherein steps have
been cut, which probably served for the orator to
mount his tribunal, whiech thus overlocked the
people, the city, and the sea. This possesses not the
character of the people of Pericles, but scems Roman.
The recollections it inspires are, iowever, delightful.
Demosthenes spoke from thence, and roused or
calmed that popular sea, more stormy than the Agean,
which he could also hear roll behind him.”

¢ From the odeum of Regilla,” says Dr. Clarke,
“we went to the Areopagus, wishing to place our feet
upon a spot where it is so decidedly known that St.
Paul had himself stood ; and to view with our own eyes
the same scene which he beheld, when he declared
unto the Athenians the nature of the uxKkNowN Gob,
whom they so ignorantly worshipped. * * * We
ascended to the top by means of steps cut within the
natural stone, which is of breccia. The sublime
scene here exhibited is so striking, that a brief de-
scription of it may prove how truly it offers to us a
commentary upon St. Paul’s words, as they were
delivered upon the spot. Before him there was
spread a glorious prospect of mountains, islands,
seas, and skies; behind him towered the lofty Acro- .
polis, crowned with all its marble temples. This
very object, whether in the face of nature, or among
the works of art, conspired to elevate the mind, ard
to fill it avith reverence towards. that:Bring, ¢ who
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mado and governs the world ;’ who sitteth in that
light which no nortal eye ean approach, and yet is
nigh unto the meanest of his creatures ; ¢in whom
we live, and move, and have our being.’”

Near the Pirman gate is still to be scen, in a state
of admirable preservation, the ground-plot and entire
town of the Pnyx, or place of parliament of the
Athenians, as it was appropriated by Solon to the
use of tho citizens. Nearly the whole of it is an ex-
cavation of the rock, and the several parts of it were
carved in stone of one solid mass, with the exeep-
tion only of the semi-circular area, the farthest part
of which consists of masonry. ¢ To approach the
spot,” says Dr. Clarke,  once dignified by the pre-
sence of the greatest Grecian orators, to set our feet
where they stood, and actually to behold the place
where Demosthenes addressed ¢ the men of Athens,’
calling to mind the most memorable examples of his
cloquence, is a gratification of an exalted nature, But
the feelings oxcn,ed in viewing the Pnyx, peculiarly
affect Lnnhshmc : that holy fire, so much dreaded
by the Athenian tyrants, and which this place had
such a remarkable tendency to agitate, burns yet in
Britain ; it is the very soul of her liberties, and it
strengthens the security of her laws; giving eloquence
to her senate, heroism to her armies, extension to her
commerce, and freedom to her people : although an-
nihilated in almost every country of the earth, it
lives in England, and its extinction there, like the
going out of the sacred flame in the temple of Del-
phi, would be felt as a national calamity.”

Among the loose fragments, dispersed in the Acro-
polis, has been found a small pieco of marble, with
an inscription, but in so imperfect a state, that Dr.
Clarke considered it only worth notice as a memorial
of the place where it was found, and in its allusion to
the) Prytancum, whicli is the only legible partiof it:
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The Prytanenm, where the written laws of Solon
were kept, however, was not in the Acropolis, but
in a lower part of the city. The Gymnasium of
Ptolemny, which stands near the temple of Theseus, is
greatly dilapidated, and, in no small degree, con-
cealed by dwellings*. The Erectheum is situated
about one hundred and fifty feet to the north of the
Parthenon. This structure consisted of two 'conti-
guous temples ; that of Minerva Polias, with its por-
tico towards the east ; and that of Pandrosus towards
the west, with its two porticoes standing by the north
and south angles, the entrance to the Pandroseum
being on the northern side. The Turks made a
powder-magazine of one of the vestibules of this
building, which contains one of the finest specimens
of Tonian architecture now existing ; and it has becen
judiciously remarked of the sculpture, every where
displayed in this edifice, that it is difficult to conecive
how marble has been wrought to such a depth, and
brought to so sharp an edge, the ornaments having
all the delicacy of works of metal.

In that portion of the Erectheum which was dedi-
cated to Minerva Polias, the columns of the front
porch are standing, but without any part of their
entablature. The marblet of this ruin is of virgin
whiteness ; and the workmanship, as the structure is
very diminutive in comparison with the specimens of
the Parthenon, is a still more exquisite example than
that temple, of the polish and edge which were
given to all the parts of Grecian architecture. The
line of no pencil can excel the delicate accuracy of
contour in the swell of the torus, and the ornaments
of the base; and the hand, in passing repeatedly over
the marble, seeks in vain for the slightest inequality
or even roughness on the surface.

» Clarke. 1 .Hobhouse, p: 343.
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A bluish-grey limestone* seems to have been
in some of the works; particularly in the exquisite
ornaments of the Erectheum, where the frieze of the
temple and of its porticoes are not of marble like the
rest of the building, but of this sort of slate-lime-
stone. This resembles the limestone employed in the
walls of the cella at the temple of Ceres, at Eleusis,
and in buildings before the usc of marble was known
for purposes of architecture: such, for example, is
the sort of stone employed in the temple of Apollo
at Phigalia, and in other cdifices of equal antiquity ;
it effervesces briskly in acids, and has all the pro-
perties of common compact lime, except that it is hard
enough to cut glass, and, of course, is susceptiblo of a
fine polish, exhibiting a flat conchoidal fracture,
which is somewhat splintery. We could not discover
a single fragment of porphyry; which was remark-
able, as this substance was almost always unsed by
the ancients in works of great magnificence.

The temple of Axcupsyiax JUpiTeR stood upon
a commanding eminence. The pagan shrine has
been succeeded by a small Christian sanctuary. Of
the scene from the top of this steep and craggy rock,
Wheler speaks in a style of enthusiasm, rather un-
frequent with him :—“I wish I could make you
taste the same satisfaction, while I describe the pro-
speet, that I then did, and still do, when I consider it.
Here, cither a Democritus might sit and laugh at
the pomps and vanities of the world, whose glories
so soon vanish ; or a Heraclitus weep over the mani-
fold misfortunes of it, telling sad stories of the
varions changes and events of life. This would have
heen a place to inspire a poet, as the brave actions, per-
forined within his view, have already exercised the
pens of great historians. Here, like V)rgl] he might
have sate, and interwoven beautiful (lcscnpt:ons of

. P U S U,

/1 % Clarkel
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the rivers, mountains, woods of olives, and groves of
lemons and oranges, with the celebrated harbours on
the shores and 1slands, all lying before him, as on a
map, which I was content to do only in contempla-
tion; and with a sca-compass to mark out the most
considerable places on paper.”

The Odeum of Regilla stands at the foot of tho
rock of the Acropolis. The remains of this edifice
are those which Wheler and all former travellers,
excepting Chandler, have described as the theatre of
Bacchus*, Of the theatre of Bacchus, nothing
remains except the circular sweep for the seats; as in
the earliest ages of dramatic representation, it was
universally formed by scooping the sloping side of
a rockt. Thet passion of the Athenians for the
theatre is not conceivable. Their eyes, their cars,
their imagination, their understanding, all shared in
the satisfaction : nothing gave them so sensible a

* Clarke.

'f' The theatre of the ancients was divided into three principal
parts; each of which had its peculiar appellation. The division for
the actors was called in general the scene, or stage ; that for the
spectators was particularly termed the theatre, which must have
been of vast extent,as at Athens it was capable of containing above
thirty thousand persons; and the orchestra, which, amengst the
Greeks, was the place assigned for the pantomimes and dancers,
though at Romo it was appropriated to the senators and vestal
virgins.

The theatre was of a semicircular form on one side, and sqnare
on the other. The space contained within the semicircle was
allotted to the speetators, and had scats placed one above another
to the top of the building. The square part, in the front of it, was
the actors’ division; and in the interval, between both, was the
orchestra,

The great theatres had three rows of porticoes, raised one upon
another, which formed the body of the cdifice, and at the same
time three different stories for the scats. From the highest of
those porticoes the women saw the representation, covered from the
weather.  Therest of the theatre was uncovered, and all the busi.
ness of the stage was performed in the open air.

1 Boindin ; Rollin.
H
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pleasurc in dramatic performances, either tragic or
comic, as the strokes which wero aimed at the affairs
of the public, whether some chance occasioned the
application, or the address of the poets, who knew
how to reconcile tho most remoto subjects with the
transactions of the republic. They entered by this
means into the interests of the people, took occasion
to soothe their passions, authorise their pretensions,
Justify, and sometimes condenn their eonduct, enter-
tain them with agreeable hopes, instruct them in
their duty in certain nice conjunctures; in effeeting
which they often not only acquired the applauses of
the spectators, but eredit and influence in the publie
affairs and councils: henee the theatre became so
grateful, and go much the eoncern of the people *.

® Plutarch, in bis inquiry whether the Athenians were more
eminent in the arts of war or in tho arts of peace, severely censures
their insatiable fondness for diversions. Ilec asscrts, that the money,
idly thrown away npon the representation of the tragedies of
Sophocles and Euripides alone, amounted to a much greater sum
than had been expended in all their wars sgainst the Persians, in
defence of their liberty and commen safety. That judicious philo-
sopher and historian, to the eternal infamy of the Atheniaus, records
a severe but sensible reflection of a Lacedemonian, who happened
to be present at these diversions. Tho generous Spartan, trained
up in a stato where public virtue still continued to be the object of
public applauee, could not behold the ridiculous assiduity of the
Choragi, or magistrates who presided at the public shows, and the
immense sums which they lavished In tho decorations of a new
tragedy, without indignation. Io therefore frankly told the
Athenians, that they were highly criminal in wasting so much
time, and giving that scrious attention to trifles, which onght to be
dedicated to the affairs of the public. That it was still moro eri-
minal to throw away upon such baubles as the decorations of a
theatre, that money which ought to be applied to the equipment of
their fleet, or the support of their army, That diversions ought to
be treated mercly as diversions, and miight serve to relax the mind
at our idle hours, or when over a bottle; ifany kind of utility could
arise from such trifling pleasures. But to sec the Athenians make
the duty, they owed to their country, give way to their passion for
the vhieriaiuicnes [of/ the Wicatre; amid to waste uvprofitably that
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The temple, dedicated to Augustus, consists of
four Doric pillars of white marble, fluted, and, like
those of all the other buildings of this order, without
plinths or bases; they still support their arehitrave
with the pontoon, on the top of which is a square
piece of marble, sceming to have been plaeced there
as the pedestal to some statue. There seems, also,
to be some inscription on it, but by reason of the
height, unintelligible. It is impossible to give
a plan of the whole; the remains of it affording
but little light towards disecovering what form it
was of.

- Of the remains of the Stadium Panathenaicum, the
most wonderful of all the works of Herodes Attieus:—
¢TIt has becn usual to say of this,” says Dr. Edward
Clarke, *that nothing now remains of its former
magnificence. To our eyes, every thing necessary to
impress the mind with an aecurate idea of the object
itself, and of its grandeur, and of the prodigious
nature of the work, seemed to exist, as if it had been
in its perfeet state. The marble covering of the
seats, indeed, no longer appears; but the lines are
visible of the different ranges; and perhaps a part
of the eovering itself might be brought to light by a
" removal of the soil.”

This memorial of Attic splendour, and of the
renown of a private eitizen of Athens, beeame ulti-
mately his funeral monument; and a very eurious
diseovery may be reserved for future travellers in the
majestic sepulchre of Ierodes himself, who was here
interred with the highest obsequies and most distin-
guished honours a grateful people could possibly
bestow upon the tomb of a benefactor, who spared no
expense for them while he was living, and every indi-

timo and money upon snch frivolous diversions, which ought to be
appropriated to the affairs and the;necessities of the state, appeared
to him to be the height of infatnation,”—MonNracus,

2
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vidual of whom participated in his bounty * at his
death t.

Beneath the arch of Hadrian persons are conducted
from the old city of Theseus to the new Athens, built
by Hadrian, The stones are put together without
cement ; but the work is adorned with a row of
Corinthian pilasters and columns, with bases sup-
porting an upper tier in the same style of architecture.
It was crected commemorative of Hadrian’s return
to Athens. A new city had arisen under his
auspices. Magnificent temples, stately shrines, un-
sullied altars, awaited the benediction of this sacer-
dotal monarch ; and it would, indeed, have been mar-
vellous if the Athenians, naturally prone to adulation,
neglected to bestow it on a benefactor so well dis-
posed for its reception. The triumphal arch was of
course prepared, and lasting characters ‘thercon in-
scribed have proclaimed to succceding ages, that
“ Tho Athens of IHadrian eclipsed the city of The-
seust.”

Besides this arch, there are other remnants of
structures erccted in honour of Hadrian. Of these
are the stupendous pillars which bear his name. In
the time of Pausanias, there were one hundred and
twenty pillars of Phrygian marble. Of these, sixteen
columns of white marble, each six feet in diameter,
and sixty feet in height, now remain ; all of the

* e bequeathed to every Athenian a sum nearly equivalent to
3. of our money.

+ The funeral of Herodes Atticus must havo afforded one of the
most affecting solemnilies of which history makes mention. Ho
was scventy-six years old when he died ; and in tho instructions
which he left for his interment, he desired to be buried at Maja-
thon, where hie was born; but the Athenians insisted upon pos-
scssing his remains ; and they caused the youth of their city to bear
Lim to the Stadium Panathenaicnm, which he had built ; all the
people sccompanying, and pouring forth lamcutations as for a doceased
parcut.—=Crasnke,

+ Clarke.
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Corinthian order, beautifully fluted, and of the most
exquisite workmanship. ¢ Certainly,” says Wheler,
¢ this was a work alone that may justify the liberality
of Hadrian, and the great care he took to adorn the
city ; for this must needs have been a wonderful por-
tico, both for beauty, use, and grandeur.” Pausanias
says, that it was enclosed with a cloister, in which
were built rooms of the same stone, only the roofs
of alabaster, gilded with gold, and the whole excel-
lently adorned with statues and pictures. He founded
also a library and a gymnasium.

The Tower or Temple of the Winds* is more at-
tractive by its singularity than .its beauty. It was
the water-clock, the chronometer, and the weather
guide of Athens. It was built by Andronicus
Cyrrhestest. On the top stood a brazen Triton, con-
trived so as to turn round with the wind, and with a
wand, that he held in his hand, to point to the figure of
the wind which blew. The Triton is now wanting ;
the rest remains entire. It is a small octagon tower ;
the roof is built pyramidically. On every side is
represented the figure of a wind, with proper attri-
butes, characterising the nature of it, in very good
basso rilievo, and their names written above them in
Greek characters. The god Zephyrus is represented
as a beautiful young man, gliding gently along with
an imperceptible motion, with his bosom full of
flowers. They are all drawn with wings, and flying
on with more or less rapidity, according to the vio-
lence of each wind in those parts. This structure
is known to be the same which Vitruvins mentions,
but it is entirely unnoticed by Pausaniasf. Some
suppose that it was one of the sacred structures of
the ancient city, and that, as a place of religious
worship, it answered other purposes than that of
merely indicating the direction of the winds, the
seasons, and the hours.

* Dodwell. + Sandwich, 3 Clarke,
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As Dr. Clarke drew near to the walls, he beheld
the vast Cecropian citadel, crowned with temples,
that originated in the venecration, once paid to the
memory “of the illustrious dead, surrounded by ob-
jects, telling tho same theme of sepulchral grandeur,
and now monuments of departed greatness, moulder-
ing in all the solenmity of ruin. ¢ Seo paramount is
this funereal character in the approach to Athens
from the Pirecus,” says he, ¢ that as we passed the
hill of the Museumn, which was, in fact, an ancient
cemetery of the Athenians, wo might have imagined
ourselves to be among the tombs of Telmessus, from
the number of sepu ulchres hewn in the rock, and
from the antiquity of the workmanship, evidcntly
not of later date than any thing of the kind in Asia
Minor. In other respects, the city exhibits nearly
the appearance so briefly described by Strabo,
eighteen centuries before our coming ; and perhaps it
wears a more magnificent aspect, omnn' to the splen-
did remains of Hadrian’s temple of O]ympmn Jove,
which did not exist when Athens was visited by the
disciple of Xenacchus.”

“ The first monument,” says La Martine, ¢ which
attracts your attention, is the temple of Olympian
Jupiter, the magnificent columns of which rise alone
upon a deserted naked spot, on the right of what
was Athens—a worthy portico of a city in ruins.”
This temple* was pretended by the Athenians to
have been originally founded in the time of Deuca-
lion, and to have subsisted nine hundred years; but
in the end falling into ruin, it began to be rebuilt by
Pisistratus, a r§ having received additions from
several hands during tho space of seven hundred
years, was completely finished by the Emperor Ia-
drian, and dedicated to Jupiter Olyinpus, to whose
honour tho same_prince erected a colossal statuo of

*, Lurd Sand wichs
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immense value, both on account of the richness of its
materials and the beauty of its workmanship. Nothing
in all Greece, nor even in the whole world, was
equal to the magnificence of this temple. Its area
was computed to be four stadia. The inside was
cmbellished with statues by the best hands, placed
between each column, which were gifts from all the
cities of Grecce, that were desirous of paying their
court to the Emperor ; among whom the Athenians
distinguished themselves by the colossus, erected by
them in honour of the monarch himself. It is im-
possible from the remains to collect the plan of the
whole building ; there being nothing left but ten
beautiful Corinthian pillars, with their friezes, ar-
chitraves, and cornices, two fluted, the rcmaining
eight plain. Close behind the eight, which stand in
oné rank, is a wall of white marble, the same as the
columns, and, at the south end, the two that project,
being fluted, and on a different line from the others,
seem to have formed the entrance of the temple*.

The solitary grandeur of these marble ruinst is,
perhaps, more striking than the appearance pre-
sented by any other object at Athens; insomuch that
the Turks themselves seem to regard them with an
eye of respect and admiration ; large parties of them
being frequently seen seated on their carpets, in the
long shade of the columns. ¢ Rome,” says Chandler,
¢ afforded no example of this species of building. It
was one of the four marble edifices, which had raised
to the pinnacle of renown the architects who planned
them ; men, it is said, admired in the assembly of
the gods for their wisdom and excellence.”

Of this temple seventeen columns were standing in
1676 ; but, a few years before Chandler arrived at
Athens, one was thrown down, for the purpose of
building a ncw mosque in the market -place.

* Sendwichs -+ Hobhouse.
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Some of the columns still support their architraves,
as we have before stated, one of which was found to
equal three feet in width, and although of one entire
piece of marble, it extended in length twenty-two
feet six inches. On the top of the entablature is
shown the dwelling of a hermit, who fixed his abode
upon this eminence, and dedicated his life entirely to
tho contemplation of the sublime objects by which
his residenee was on all sides surrounded.

The beanty of the temple of Theseus* is not at all
prejudiced by its littleness; but still remains a master-
piece of architecture, not easy to be paralleled, much
less exceeded. Much of the history of Theseus is
expressed in relievo, on the pronaos of the front and
west end, where all the tricks and art of wrestling
seem well expressed. There are, also, some in
women’s habits, to express the war of the Amazons.

This elegant buildingt is supposed to have fur-
nished the model of the Parthenon, which resembles
it in the most essential points, though it is nearly of
double the size. Indeed, the Theseion impresses the
beholder more by its symmetry than its magni-
tude. It is now converted into a Christian chureh.
« On approaching the temple of Theseus,” says La
Martine, *“though convinced by what I had read
of its beauty, I was astonished to find myself quito
nnmoved ; my heart sought to bestir itself ; my eye
sought to admire; but in vain. I felt what one
always feels at the sight of a work without faults,—
a negative pleasure,—but as to a real, strong impres-
sion, a sense of powerful or involuntary delight, I
experienced nothing. This temple is too small; it is
a kind of sublime plaything of art. It is not a monu-
ment for the gods ; nor even for men for ages. I felt
but one instaut of ecstacy, and that was \:ilen, seated
at the western angle of the temple, on its last steps,
7 Wheler. - ¢ T Dodwell,
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my eye embraced, at one glance, the magnificent
harmony of its forms, the majestic elegance of its
columns, the empty and more sombre space of its
portico ; and on its internal frieze, the combats of the
Centaurs and the Lapitha ; and above, through the
opening of the centre, the blue and resplendent sky,
shedding a serene and mystical light on the cornices
and the projeeting slopes of the bassi-rilievi, which
seem to live and to move.” All this scems rather
extraordinary.

¢ On your way from Pirseum to the city of Athens,”
says Lord Sandwich, ¢ you pass all along the ruins
of Themistocles” wall. The road is in the middle of
a beautiful plain, covered with vineyards and olive
trees, which, being bounded on one side by moun-
tains, and on the other by the sea, affords a most
delightful prospect. Before your entrance into the
city, the first monument of antiquity that presents
itself to your view, is the temple of Theseus, built
by the Athenians, in honour of that hero, soon after
the battle of Marathon:. This temple was allowed
the privilege of being a sanctuary for all fugitives, in
memory that Theseus, in his lifetime, protected the
distressed. It cannot be too much commended, both
on account of the beauty of the materials and regu-
larity of the architecture; besides which, it has the
advantage of being in a manner entire, there being
nothing wanting to it but a small part of the roof.”

In spite of its beauty, what says Monsieur La
Martine? ¢ No; the temple of Thescus is not worthy
of its fame ; it cannot be said to live as a monu-
ment. It is not suggestive of what it ought to be.
It is beautiful, no doubt ; but it is a kind of frigid,
dead beauty, of which the artist alone ought to go
and shake the shroud, and wipe the dust. As for
me, I admired unquestionably ; but quitted it without
any. desire to see it again. - _The beautiful stones: of
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the columns of the Vatican, the majestic colossal
shadows of St. Peter's at Rome, never suffered me to
leave them without regret, or the hope of return.”
Can all this be real ? or is it merely an affectation? .

“ During our residence of ten wecks,” says Sir
John Hobhouse, ¢ there was not, I believe, a day of
which we did not devote a part to the contemplation
of the noble monuments of Grecian genius, that have
outlived the ravages of time, and the outrage of bar-
barous and antiquarian despoilers. The temple of
Thescus, which was within five minutes’ walk of our
lodgings, is the most perfect ancient edifice in the
world. In this fabric, the most enduring stability,
and a simplicity of design peculiarly striking, are
united with the highest elegance and accuracy of
workmanship, the characteristics of the Doric style;
whose chaste beauty i8 not, in the opinion of the first
artists, to be equalled by the graces of any of the
other orders.” ‘

¢ That the Thescion was originally a tomb,” says
Dr. Clarke, “like other Grecian temples, is scarcely
to be doubted. The building is believed to bear date
from the event mentioned ﬁy Plutarch, when, after
the conquest of Scyros, the son of Miltiades arrived
in Athens, bearing the mouldering bones and weapons
he had discovered. This occurred during the ar-
chonship of Apsepion: so that the Theseion has now
braved the attacks of time, of earthquakes, and of
barbarians, during a lapse of considerably above two
thousand years.”

This beautiful Doric temple®, more resembling in
the style of its architecture the temples of Paestum,
than that of Minerva in the Acropolis, and the most
entire of any of the structures of ancient Greece,
were it not for the damage which the sculpture has
sustained, may be considered as still perfect. The

¢ Clarke,
i
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ruined state of the metopes and frieze has proved a
very fortunate circumstance ; for it was owing solely
to this that the building escaped the ravages which
were going on in the Parthenon. The entire edifice
is of Pentelican marble. It stands east and west,
the principal front facing the east ; and it is that kind
of building which was “called by ancient architects,
as it is c'{prcsscd in the language of Vitruvius and
explained by Stuart, a Perzptcros that is to say, it
has a portico of six columns in each front, and on
each side a range of ecleven columns, exc]uswe of the
columns on the angles. All these columns remain in
their original position, excepting two, that separated
the portico from the pronaos, which have been demo-
lished. Like all pillars raised according to the most
ancient Doric style of buildings, they are without
bases or pedestals; standing with inexpressible dignity
and simplicity upon the pavement of the covered
walk around the cell of the temple. Some of the
metopes represent the labours of Hercules; others
the exploits of Theseus; and there are some which
were never adorned with any sculpture.  Above the
antze of the pronaos is a sculptured frieze, the subject
of which cannot now be determined ; and the battle
of the Centaurs and Lapithe is represented upon a
similar frieze of the porticoes. In the tympanum of
the pediment, over the eastern front, Stnart observed
several holes in the marble, where metal cramps had
been fixed for sustaining sculpture in entire relief, as
over the eastern entrance to the Parthenon. The
action of the atmosphere in this fine climate upon the
marble has diffused over the whole edifice, as over
the buildings in the Acropolis, a warm ochreous tint,
which is peculiar to the ruins of Athens, It bears
no resemblance to the black and dingy hue, which is
acquired by all works in stonc and marble, when
they have-been exposed :to.the opem:air. in the
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more northern countries of Europe, and especially in
England.  Perhaps to this warm colour, so remark-
ably characterizing the remains of ancient buildings
at Athens, Plutarch alluded in that beautiful pas-.
sage, cited by Chandler, when he affirmed that the
structures of Pericles posscsscd a peculiar and unpa-
ralleled excellence of character. ¢ A certain fresh-
ness bloomed upon then,” says he, “and preserved
their faces uninjured, as if they possessed a never-
fading spirit, and had a soul insensible to age.”

Tho monument of TllnAsrLLus,—an clegant little
fabric, —was erected 318 n.c. It is a structure of
Pentelic marble, simple, yet highly finished. Its
cntire height is twenty-nirie feet five inches.

“ How majestic, and how perfect in its preser-
vation,” says Dr. Clarke, ¢ rises the Choragic mo-
nument of Thrasyllus; and how sublime the whole
group of objects with which it is associated. At
the time of our visit, and before the work of dila-
pidation had commenced, the ancient sun-dial, the
statue of the god, the pillars for the tripods, the
majestic citadel ;—the last of these has, indeed, de-
fied the desolating ravages of barbarie power; but
who shall again behold the other objects in this af-
fecting scene as they then appeared ? or in what dis-
tant country and obscure retreat may we look for
their mnutilated fragments 2”

The monument of PuiLorarrus* stands upon the
hill of Muszeus, where that celebrated poet is said to
have bLeen buried. It is within the walls of the
ancient city, though at some distance from those of
the modern one ; and the view from it of the citadel
of -Athens and the neighbouring territories is very
striking ; for, looking towards the sea, the eye com-
mands the ports of the Pirwus, Munvchm, and Pha-
lerns ; the isles of Salamis and Algina, and the

® Glarkes
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mountains of Peloponnesus, as far as the gulf of
Argos. It originally consisted of three eompart-
ments between four Corinthian pilasters ; that is to
say, of an arched recess, containing a central sitting
figure, having a square niche on each side of it.
Below these appeared three superb sculptures in
relief. That in the centre, beneath the sitting statue,
exhibits Trajan in a car, drawn by four horses, as he
is represented on many monuments of that emperor.
On either side, in square compartments, were seen
the attendants, preceding and following the fri-
umphal car. i

Philopappus’ monument, says Mr. Dodwell, has
its faults and deficiencies ; but it is an elegant and
imposing object. In the intcrior of the basement
are some blocks of the grey Hymettian marble, and
the soft stone from the Pirseus. The superstructure
is of Pentelic marble.

It is a structure of white marble, says another
writer, built a proportionable height, something eir-
cular. In the middle was a large niche, with a
figure of marble sitting in it, and under his feet, in
“large letters,—* Philopappus, son of Epiphanes of
Besa.” Wheler found a still longer inseription, in
Latin, which he thus translates :—

Caius, Julius, Philopappus, son of Cuaius, of the
tribe of Fabia, Consul, I'rater Arealis, chosen among
the Prators by the most good and august Emperor
Casar, Nerva, Trajanus, who conquered the Germans
and Dacians.

Among the inscriptions in this city may be noted
one on a large marble stone, standing on end, in the
wall of a private house, relating to the sale of oil ;
and as it teaches many things we shall cite it, as
translated by Wheler : —

The law edict of the God-like Hadrian.

¢« <Liet those that cultivate the oyl bring the third

part to the office, or those that possess the ground



110 RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES.

of the Proconsul, which the . . . . has sold, their
eighth part, for they only have that right. But let
them bring it at the same time. * % * (Thenco
eight lines are imperfect, and then it followeth :—) -
Y ﬁct it be taken upon oath, how much hath been
gathered in all, as well by his slaves as by his free-
men ; but if he selleth the fruit, the landlord or the
tenant, or the buyer of the crop, shall be written with
them ; and he that has sold it for transportation
shall give an account how much ho has sold it for,
and to whom and whither bound. And let the mer-
chant write what he hath embarked, and of whom,
and whither he is bound. * * * But he that shall
be found to give false accounts, either of the receipt
of transportation, or concerning the country, their
freight shall be confiscated ; still those possessing the
lands of the proconsul excepted if they bring their
« ... part”” (Here half a dozen lines are defaced,
and, then he proceeds again :—)¢ ¢ Let him retain the
half. But if ho doth not receive half, let the public
take half. * * * And let the merchant write what
he hath transported, and how much of every body.
But if he shall be apprehended not to have given his
account, let him be stopped ; or if he sail away, let
his merchandise be forfeited. But if he shall avoid it
by hoisting sails, let them write to his country, or to
me, under the testimony of the commons; if any of the
ship shall allege it necessary, the prector shall con-
vocate the senate the next day; but if the matter
shall exceed fifty amphora, let it be brought to the
congregation, and half given to the discoverer. But
if any one shall yet appeal to me or my proconsuls,
let the commons choose syndies, that all things
which are done against evil docrs may be exeeuted
without reproof.”” Some lines more yet remain,
which are less preserved.

The majorityrof . the Athevian;cburches*; are

TS Dodwell,
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built upon the ruins of ancient temples, and are com-
posed of blocks of stone and marble, with a great
number of inscriptions, altars, pedestals, and archi-
tectural ornaments. ¢ As we passed through the
town,” says Dr. Clarke, ¢ there was hardly a house,
that had not some little marble fragments of aneient
sculpture stuck in its front, over its door.”

At Athens four ancient buildings* have been en-
tirely destroyed within these few years; a small
Tonic temple in the Acropolis ; another temple, sup~
posed to be of Cercs, near the Ilissus, or bridge over
that stream, and the aqueduct of Antoninus Pius,
Part also of the propylean columns have been
thrown down, with a mass of the architrave on the
western front of the Erectheion, and one of the
columns of the Olympeion. In faet, more than
forty of the temples and public buildingst, which are
mentioned by Pausanias, have so totally disappeared,
as not to leave a trace, by which it is possible to
identify their situation : and this leads us to the Par-
thenon, which we have purposely left to the last, be-
cause the wrong done to it of late years, by a noble-
man of Scotland, has been the means of introducing
to our own country a taste for the elegant and
beautiful, which it never enjoyed before.

¢ The Parthenon,” says Mr. Dodwell, ¢ at first
sight rather disappointed my expectations, and ap- .
peared less than its fame. The eye, however, soon
becomes filled with the magnitude of its dimensions,
the beauty of its materials, the exquisite perfection
of its symmetry, and the harmonious analogy of its
proportions. It is the most unrivalled triumph of
sculpture and architecture that the world ever saw.
.The delight which it inspires on a superficial view is
Leightened in proportion as it is attentively sur-
veyed. If we admire the whole of the glorious fabric,

*-Dodwcll. + Tdems
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that admiration will be au%-mentcd by aw
vestigation of all the ramified details. Lvery part
has been finished with such exquisite purity, that -
not tho smallest instance of negligence can be dis-
covered in the execution of those particulars, which

are the least exposed to observation : the most con-

cealed minutie of the structure having been per-

fected, with a sort of pious scrupulosity.”

«“ T pass delicious hours,” says M. La Martine,
“recumbent beneath the shade of the Propylwma:
my eyes fixed on the falling pediment of the Par-
thenon, I feel all antiquity in what it has pro-
duced of divine ; the rest is not worth the language
that has described it. The aspect of the Parthenon
displays, better than history, the colossal grandeur
of a people. Pericles ought not to die. What su-
perhuman civilization was that which supplied a
great man to comnmand, an architect to conceive, a
sculptor to decorate, statuaries to execute, workmen
to cut, a people to pay, and eyes to comprehend and
admire such an edifice! Where shall we find such
a people, or such a period? No where!”

““Let us, in idca, rebuild the Parthenon,” continues
the same writer; ‘“it is casily done; it has only
lost its fricze, and its internal compartments. The
external walls, chisclled by Phidias, the columns, and
fragments of colummns, remain. The Parthenon was
entirely built of Pentelic marble, so called from the
neighbouring mountain of that name, whence it was
taken. It consists of a parallelogram, surrounded by
a peristyle of forty-six Doric coluinns ; one column
is six feet in diameter at the base, and thirty-four
feet high.  The columns are placed on the pavement
of the temple itself, and have no bases. At each.
extremity of the temple exists, or did exist, a portico
of gix columns.  The total length of the edifice is
twn, lmndred  pud, twenty-eighty feet;  its, avidth,
twe huudred feet; its height, sixty-six feet. — It
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only presents to the eye the. majestic simplicity of
its architectural lines. It was, in fact, one single
idca expressed in stone, and intelligible at a glance,
like the thoughts of the ancients.”

This recalls to our recollection what Plutarch says
in respect to Pericles. ¢ The Parthenon was con-
structed with such admirable judgment, such soli-
dity of workmanship, and such a profound know-
ledge of the architectural art, that it would have
indefinitely defied the ravages of time, if they had not
been assisted by the operations of external violence.
It is an edifice that seems to have been constructed
for eternity. The structures which Pericles raised
are the more admirable, as, being completed in so
short a time, they yet had such a lasting beauty ; for,
as they had, when new, the venerable aspect of anti-

* quity, so, now they are old, they have the freshness
of a modern work. They seem to be preserved from
the injuries of time by a kind of vital principle,
which produces a vigour that cannot be impaired,
and a bloom that will never fade.”

These words of Plutarch were applicable to the
Parthenon little more than a century ago, and would
still have been so, if it had not found enemies in the
successive bigotry of contending religions, in the
destruction of war, and the plundering mania of
artists and amateurs, The high preservation of
those parts, which are still suffered to remain, is trul
astonishing ! The columns are so little broken, that
were it not for the vencrable reality of age, they
would almost appear of recent construction.

These observations naturally carry us back to the
period in which the Parthenon was built. That
which was the chief delight of the Athenians, and the
wonder of strangers, was the magnificence of their
edifices ; yet no part of the conduct of Pericles moved
the spleen of lis advérsaries” more than this. They

VOL. 1. I
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insisted that he had brought the greatest disgrace
upon the Athenians, by removing the treasures of
Grececo from Delos, and taking them into his own
custody ; that he had not left himself even the spe- .
cious apology of having caused the money to be
brought to Athens for 1ts greater security, and to
keep it from being seized by tho Barbarians; that
Greece would consider such an attempt as a manifest
tyranny; that tho sums they had received from them,
upon pretenco of their being employed in the war,
were laid out by the Athenians in gilding and em-
bellishing their city, in making magnificent statues,
and raising temples that cost millions. Nor did
they amplify in the matter; for the Parthenon alone
cost £145,000. Pericles,* on the contrary, remon-
strated to the Atheniang that they were not obliged
to give the allies an account of the money they had
received ; that it was cnough they defended them
from the Barbarians, whilst the allies furnished nei-
ther soldiers, horses, nor ships. He added, that as
the Athenians were sufficiently provided with all
things necessary for war, it was but just that they
should employ the rest of their riches in edifices and
other works, which, when finished, would give im-
mortal glory to their eity, and the whole time they
were carrying on give bread to an infinite nummber
of citizens: that they themselves had all kinds of
materials, as timber, stone, brass, ivory, gold, ebony,
and eypress wood ; and all sorts of artificers capable
of working them, as carpenters, masons, smiths,
stonc-cutters, dyers, goldsmiths ; artificers in ebony,
painters, embroiderers, and turners ; men fit to con-
duct their naval affairs, as merchants, sailors, and
experienced pilots ; others for land carriage, as cart-
wrights, waggoners, carters, rope-makers, paviors,
&c. &c.: that it was for the advantage of the state
o Digitizerhi
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to employ these different artificers and workmeri,
who, as so many scparate bodies, formed, when
united, a kind of peaceable and domestic army, whose
different functions and employments diffused gain
and increase throughout all ages and sexes: lastly,
that, whilst men of robust bodies, and of an age fit
to bear arms, whether soldiers or mariners, and those
who were in the different garrisons, were supported
with the public moneys, it was but just that the rest
of the people who lived in the city should also be
maintained in their way: and that as all were mem-
bers of the same republic, they should all reap the
same advantages, by doing it services, which, though
of a different kind, did, however, all contribute to its
security or ornament. One day as the debaters were
growing warm, Pericles offered to defray the expense
of all these things, provided it should be declared in
the public inscriptions, that he only had been at the
charge of them. At these words, the people, either
admiring his magnanimity, or fired with emulation,
and determined not to let him engross that glory,
cried, with one voice, that he might take out of the
public treasury all the sums that were necessary for
his purposc.

Historians expatiate greatly on the magnificent
edifices and other works; but it is not easy to say
whether the complaints and murmurs raised against
him were ill-founded or not. According to Cicero,
such edifices and other works only are worthy of
admiration as are of use to the public, as aqueducts,
city walls, citadels, arsenals, sea-ports; and to these
must be added the work, made by Pericles, to join
Athens to the port of Pireeus.

Mons. de Lia Martine speaks of the only two figures
that now adorn the Parthenon thus:—¢ At the
Parthenon there remain only the two figures of
Mars and” Venus, half crushed 'by iwo. enormous

12
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fragments of cornice, which have glided over their
heads ; but these two figures are to me worth more
than all I have seen in sculpture in my life. They
live as no other canvas or marble has ever lived. .
One feels that the chisel of Phidias trembled, burned
in his hand, when these sublime figures started into
being under his fingers.”

The following obscrvations in regard to colour are
by Mr. Williams :—¢ The Parthenon, in its present
corroded state, impresses the mind with tho idea of
its thousands of years. The purity of marble has
disappeared ; but still the eye is charmed with
the varied livery of time. The western front is rich
in golden hues, and seems as if it had absorbed the
evening beams®; little white appears, except the
tympanum and part of the entablatnre. But the
brightest orange colour, and grey and sulphury hues,
combine in sweetest harmony. The noble shafts of
the huge ecolumns are uniformly toned with yellow, of
a brownish cast, admitting here and there a little
grey. Casting the eye to the inner cell, we see dark
hues of olive mixed with various tints, adorning the
existing frieze and pillars ; and these, opposed to bril-
liant white, afford a point and power of expression,
which never fails to please.”

Sir J. C. Hobhouse says, Lord Elgin's injuries
were these; the taking off the metopes, the statue
over the theatre of Bacchus, and the statucs of the
west pediment of the Parthenon; and the carrying
away one of the Caryatides, and the finest of the
columns of the Erecthcum. ¢ No other,” continues

¢ It is geneially supposred,” continues Mr. Williams, “the
marble temples are white ; but, wilth the exception of the temple of
Minerva at Cape Colonna, (which is built of Parian merble,) this is
not the case.  The marble of Peutelicus, with which all the tem-
plesat Athens were built, throws ont an oxide of iron of the richest
yellow, and this certainly makes them infinitely more picturesgye
han if they were purel v white:" &
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Sir John, ¢ comes, I believe, within the limits of cen-
sure—no other marbles were detached.”

The monuments, now called the Elgin marbles,
were chiefly obtained from the Erectheum, the Pro-
pylea, and the Parthenon, more especially the last.
We must here give room to the observations, vin-
dicative of this proceeding :—¢ Perhaps one of the
most judicious measures of government, with reference
to the advancement of the arts in this country, was
the purchase of these remains. 'We may go farther,
and add, that the removal of them from Athens,
where their destruction was daily going forward, to
place them where their merits would be appreciated,
and their decay suspended, was not only a justifiable
act, but one which deserves the gratitude of England
and of the civilised world. The decay of the Athe-
nian monuments may be attributed to various causes.
¢ Fire and the barbarian’ have both done their work.
Athens has seen many masters. The Romans were
too refined to destroy the monuments of art: but the
Goths had a long period of spoliation ; and then came
the Turks, at once proud and ignorant, despising
what they could not understand. The Acropolis
became a garrison in their hands, and thus, in 1687, it
was bombarded by the Venetians, whose heavy guns
were directed against the porticoes and colonnades of
the ancient temples. But the Turks still continued to
hold their conquests ; and the business of demolition
went steadily on for another century and a half.
Many travellers who visited Athens about a hundred
years ago, and even much later, describe monuments
of sculpture which now have no existence. The
Turks pounded the marble into dust to make lime ;
one traveller after another continued to remove a frag-
ment. The museums of Egypt were successively
adorned with these relics; at last, when, as column
after columnn / fell, the remains of Athens were ‘be<
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coming less and less worthy of notice, covered in the
dust, or carted away to be broken up for building,
Lord Elgin, who had been ambassador at Constan-
tinople in 1799, obtained, in 1801, an authority from -
the Turkish government, called a firmaun, which even-
tually enabled the British nation to possess the most
valuable of the sculptures of which any portion was
left. The authority thus granted cmpowered Lord
Elgin to fix scaffolding around the ancient temple of
the Idols ¢ to mould the ornamental and visible figures
thereon in plaster and gypsum ;' and, subsequently,
‘to take away any picces of stone with old inscrip-
tions or figures thereon. Tor several years the
intentions of Lord Elgin were carried into effect at
his private risk, and at a cost which is stated to have
amounted to 74,000/, including the interest of
money. In 1816, the entire collection was purchased
of Lord Elgin by act of parliament for 35,000 It
is unnecessary for us to go into the controversy,
whether it was just to remove these relics from their
original seats. Had the Greeks been able to preserve
them, there can be no doubt of the injustice of such
an act. The probability is, that if foreign govern-
ments had not done what Lord Elgin did as an indi-
vidual, there would not have been a fragment left at
this day to exhibit the grandeur of the Grecian art
as practised by Phidias. The British nation, by the
purchase of these monuments, has secured a pos-
session of inestimable value®.”

® * The two principal statues among the Elgin marbles are those
of Thescus, the Athenian hero, and a recumbent figure, supposed
1o be the river-god llissus (nnmbered in the Synopsis 93 and 99).
They arc exeented in a stylo of extraordinary breadth and grandeur.
Thesens is represented half reclined on a rock, covered with the
skin of a lion, and appears to be resting after some mighty labour.
The figure of tho Ilissns is less robust: all his contours flow in
linea. of updulating elegance.  Bus jn_ bath .these statnes, that
#hi¢h chiely atrikesas, in! apito ‘of the’ dilapidations which ‘they
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" From these observations, it would appear that the
spoliation of the Parthenon may be vindicated on the
.ground, that neither the Turks nor the citizens cared
any t]mm about them, and that if they had not been

taken away, they would, in a short time, have been
destroyed. Respectable testimony, however, is op-
posed to this: most travellers have inveighed against
the spoliation ; and two, highly qualified, have given
a very different account from what the above state-
ment implies. These are Dr. Clarke and Mr. Dodwell.
We shall select the testimony of the latter in pre-
ference to that of Dr. Clarke, only because he was
at Athens at the very time in which the spoliatiou
was going on. ¢ During my first tour to Greece,”
says he, I had the inexpressible mortification of
being present when the Parthenon was despoiled of

lave suffered, is the vitality which seems to pervade them. In
these, not only the office and appearance of the muscles, whether
in action or at rest, but the bearings of the skeleton, are expressed
with an aceuracy which could only have resulted from the most
profound scienee, added to an acute and perpetual observation of
nature. The statue of the Ilissus is especially remarkable for its
graceful flexibility; and we would observe, without going too tech-
nically into the subject, how different is the indentation, formed by
the lower line of the ribs in this figure, so admirably expressing its
position, from that geometrical arch by which this part of the body
is designated in the ordinary antique statues, and which is so rarely
accommodated to the action represented. The principle, pointed
out in this instance, may be traced throughout the Elgin marbles, in
which true art is never superseded by conventional style. We
believe that in the opinion of the majority of connoissenrs, the
statue of Theseus is considered superior to that of the Ilissus.
Canova, however, preferred the latter ; and Raffaelle, who imported
designs from Greece, has adapted this figure to that of the fallen
Commander, in his picture of Heliodorus. It is well known that
the Ilissus was a small strcam which ran along the south side of
the plain of Athens. The statue in which it is here personified
oceupied the left angle of the west pediment of the Parthenon, and
that of Theseus was p]accd opposxte to it on the east pediment next
to the horses of Hyperion,
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its finest sculpture, and when some of its architec-
tural members were thrown to the ground.” * * *
“It is, indeed, impossible to suppress the feelings
of regret which must arise in the breast of every
tmxﬁcr, who has scen these temples before and since
their late dilapidation! Nor have I any hesitation
in declaring, that the Athenians in general, nay,
even the Turks themselves, did lament the ruin that
was committed ; and loudly and openly blamed their
sovereign for the permission he had granted! I
was on the spot at the time, and had an opportunity
of obscrving, and, indeed, of participating, in the
sentiment of indignation, which such conduct uni-
versally inspired. Tho whole proceeding was so
unpopular in Athens, that it was necessary to pay
the labourers more than their usual profits, before
any one could he prevailed upon to assist in this
work of profanatioun.”

¢ Such rapacity is a crime against all ages and all
generations,” says Mr. Eustacc; ¢ it deprives the past
of the trophics of their genius and the title-deeds of
their fame; the present of the strongest inducements
to exertion, tho noblest exhibitions that curiosity can
contemplato; and the future of the master-pieces of
art, the models of imitation. To guard against the
repetition of such depredations is the wish of every
man of genius, the duty of every man in power, and
the common interest of every civilised nation.” ¢

“That the Elgin marbles will contribute to the
improvement of art in England,” says Mr. Williams,
“cannot bo doubted. They must, certainly, open
the eyes of the British artists, and prove that the
true and only road to simplicity and beauty is the
study of naturc. But had we a right to diminish
the interest of Athens for sclfish motives, and prevent
successive gencrations of other nations from secing
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thoso admirable structures? The temple of Minerva
was spared as a beacon to the world, to direct it to
the knowledge of purity and of taste. 'What can we
say to the disappointed traveller, who is now de-
prived of the rich satisfaction that would have com-
pensated his travel and his toil? It will be little
consolation to him to say, he may find the seulpture
of the Parthenon in England*.”

. NO. XVII.—BABYLON.

Babylon and Nincveh appear to have resembled
each other, not only in form but in extent and popu-
lation. Quintus Curtius asserts, that Babylon owed
its origin to Semiramis. In the Bible, however, it
Laving been stated, that one of the chief citics of
Nimrod was Babel; many authors have given into
the idea, that Babylon was built by Nimred. If -
we attend strictly to the words of Moses, however, we
shall find that to have been an impossible eircum-
stance.

Moses states, that Nimrod had four large cities t.
Those were Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneth.
Nimrod was a descendant of Ham ; but the temple of
Babel, on the establishment of which depends the
origin of Babylon, was Dbuilt by the descendants of
Shem :—at least, we have the right to believe so ; for
Moses mentions the descendants of Shem last, and
then goes-on to say :—¢ The whole earth was of one
language and of one speech : and it came to pass, as
they journcyed from the East, that they found a plain
in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there.”

* Herodotus ; Thucydides; Pliny, the yonnger; Plutarch ;
Pausanias; Wheler; Rollin; Chandler ; Stuart; Barthelemy;
Sandwich ; Montague ; Brewster; Rees; Byron ; Dodwell ; Clarke;
Hobhouse ; Eustace; Quin ; Williams ; De la Martine.

+ Gen, c. x,v,10,
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When they had dwelt there some time, they said
to one another, ¢ Go to, let us make brick, and burn
them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone,
and slimo had they for mortar.” This was the first .
of tho subsequent town. They had not yet aspired
to any particular distinction. At length they said
to thanselves, ¢ Let us build a city and a tower;
and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered
abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” They wero
interrupted in their design, and ¢ they left off build-
ing the city.” There is, however, no account of its
having been destroyed ; nor any in regard to the
destruction of the temple. Tho people, however,
wero scattered *,

This city was, subsequently, called Babel; and
the templo of Belus being the oldest temple re-
corded in history, it bas been generally supposed,
that it was no other than the tower, the family of
Shemn had endeavoured to build.  This, however, is
far from being certain ; for Josephus, who, in this
caso is not without his wcight, relates that the tower
was thrown down by an unpetuous wind or violent
hurricane ; and that it never was rebuilt.

The fact is, that the real origin of Babylon
is lost in the depth of history; and all that can
be stated, with any degree of certainty, is, that Ni-
neveh and Babylon were founded much about the
same time, and that Ninus, Semiramis, Ninyas, and
Sardanapalus were sovereigns, though not during
their whole lives, of both cities. This appears to us

*® Gen. xi. v. 4.—" The schicmes that men of coarse imaginations
have raised from a single expression in the Bible, and sometimes
from a supposition of a fact no where to be found, arc astonishing.
If vou believe the Hebrew doctors, the language of men, which,
till the building of Babel, had been one, was divided into seventy
Janguages. But of the miracnlous division of the languages there
is soy one.word in the Bible.!'— Disseriation. on, the, Origin of
Languages}*" by Dro Gaxeowny Smiree, 2ud FA. p. 24, 3
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to be the only way in which we can understand the
history of the first Assyrian empire.

We have no space to enter into the particular
history of this most cclebrated of all cities ; neither
does the plan of our work admit of it: our province
only being to record its origin, to describe its ancient
state, to give an account of its destruction, and then
describe, from the pages of authentic travellers, the
ruins which still remain.

Having given some account of its origin, we pro-
cced to describe the height to which it was exalted.
“The Assyrians,” says llerodotus, ¢ are masters of
many capital towns; but their place of greatest
strength and fame is Babylon *; where, after the
destruction of Nineveh, was the royal residence. It
is situated on a large plain, and is a perfect square ;
each side, by every approach is, in length, one hun-
dred and twenty furlongs; the space, therefore,

.occupied by the whole, is four hundred and eighty
furlongs: so extensive is the ground which Babylon
occupies. Its internal beauty and magnificence
exceeds whatever has come within my knowledge.
It is surrounded by a trench, very wide, deep, and
full of water ; the wall beyond this is two hundred
royal cubits high t+, and fifty wide ; the royal exceeds

* The greatest cities of Europe give but a faint idea of the gran-
deur which all historians unanimously ascribe to the famous city
of Babylon.—~DuTexs.

t ¢ It is conceivable,” says an elegant writer on civil archi-
tecture, ‘‘ that walls of the beight of the London monument
might have, during the long existence of a great empire, been raised
to protect so great a city as Nincveh ; but it requires a much greater
stretch of thought to conceive them, as in the case of Babylon, to
be raised to a height cqual to that of the cross which terminates the
dome or cupola of St.Paul’s cathedral in London. Yet, whea
we rccollect that Nebuchadnczzar was intoxicated with conquest, in
possession of unbounded power and riches, and ambitious of erecting
a metropolis for all Asia, upon a scale which should surpass every
city the world-bad.scen, we shall. hesitate in condemning as_jmpro-
bable even the descriptions of Iérodotus.’”
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the common cubit by three digits*. P« It will MN
foreign to my purpose,” continues the historian, « to
describe the use to which the earth dug out of the
trench was converted, as well as the particular -
manner in which they constructed the wall. The
earth of the trench was first of all laid in heaps, and
when a sufficient quantity was obtained, made into
square bricks, and baked in a furnace. They used,
as” cement, a composition of heated bitumen, which,
mixed with the tops of reeds, was placed between
every thirticth course of bricks. Having thus lined
the sides of the trench, they proceeded to build the
wall in a similar manner; on the summit of which,
and fronting each other, they erected small watch-
towers of one story, leaving a space betwixt them,
through which a chariot an§ four horses might pass
and tum. In the circumference of the wall, at dif-
ferent distances, were a hundred massy gates of
brasst, whose hinges and frames were of the same
. metal. Within eight days’ journey from Babylon is
a city called Is, near which flows a river of the same
name, which empties iteelf into the Euplrates.
With the current of this river, particles of bitumen
descend towards Babylon, by means of whieh its
walls are constructed. The great river Euphrates,
\\hxch, with its deep and rapid streams, rises in

¢ 1t must be confessed, indeed, that in the comparison of ancient
and modern mcasures, nothing certain has been concluded.  Ac-
cording to vulgar computation, a cuobit is a foot and a half; and
thus the sncienta also reckoned it; but Lthen we arc not certainly
agreed about the length of their foot.—MoxTFaUGON.

The doubt expressed by Montfaucon appears unnecessary ; these
measures being taken from the proportlons of the huwan body, are
more permanent than any other.  Tha foot of a moderatcly-sized
man, and the cubit—(that is, the spacc from the end of the fingers
to the elbow), have always been twelve and cighteen inches
respectively.—Bevox.

1 Thps,_saith the, Lord, to his ;anotuted,;t0 Cyrus, Lwill,go
before thee’,’ YVwill break ' ju pieces the gates of brasgi~Toanag,
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the Armenian mountains, and pours itself into the
Red Sea*, divides Babylon into two parts. The
walls meet and form an angle at the river at each
extremity of the town, where a breast-work of burnt
bricks begins, and is continued along each bank. The
eity, which abounds in houses from three to four
stories in height, is regularly divided into strects.
Through these, which are parallel, there are transverse
avenucs to the river opened through the wall and
breast-work, and seeured by an equal number of
little gates of brass.”

The historian then proeeeds to deseribe the forti-
fications and the temple of Belus. ¢ The first wall
is regularly fortified ; the interior one, though less in
substance, is of about equal strength. DBesides these,
in-the centre of each division of the eity, there is a
circular space surrounded by a wall. In one of these
stands the royal palace, which fills a large and
strongly-defended place. The temple of Jupiter
Belus t oceupies the other, whose huge gates of brass
may still be seen. It is a square building, each side
of which is of the length of two furlongs. In the
midst, a tower rises of the solid depth and height of
one furlong, upon which, resting as a base, seven
other turrets are built in regular suceession. The
aseent i3 on the outside; which, winding from the
ground, is continued to the highest tower; and in
the middle of the whole strueture there is a eonve-
" *The original Erythrean, or Red Sea, was that part of the Indian
ocean, which forms the peninsula of Arabia; the Persian and
Arabian gulfs being brauches of it.—BeroE. y

t It is necessary to bear in mind, thit the temples of the
ancients were altogether different from our churches. A large
space was inclosed by walls, in which were courts, a grove, picces
of water, apartments sometimes for the pricsts; and, lastly, the
temple, properly so called, and where, most frequently, it was per-
mitted the pricsts alone to enter. The whole inclesure was named
7d iepdy + the.temple, properly. so called, or the residence of the
deity, was called yads ‘(naos) or the ‘ccll. —arvey.
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nient resting-place. In the last tower is &
chapel, in which is placed a couch
adorned, and near it a table of solid gold ; but there
is no statue in the place.” Herodotus, however,
states, that in another part of the temple there was a
statue of Jupiter, in a sitting posture, with a large
table before him; and that these, with the base of
the table and the scat of the throne, were all of the
purest gold, and were estimated in his time, by the
Chaldeans, at not less than eight hundred talents.
We may here give place to a passage in & modern
poem, highly descriptive of its ancicent state.
Those walls, within
Whose largo inclosure the rude hind, or guides
His plough, or binds his sheaves, while shepherds guard
Their flocks, scure of ill: on the broad top
Six chariots rattled in extended front.
For there, since Cyrus on the neighbouring plain,
Has marked his camp, th’ enclosed Assyrian drives
His foaming steeds, and from the giddy height
Looks down with scorn on all the tents below. »
Each side in length, in lieight, in solid bulk,
Reflects its opposite; a perfect square ;
Scarce sixty thonsand paces can mete out
The vast circumferenee.  An hundred gatea
Of polished brass lead to that central point,
Where through the midst, bridged o’er with wondrous art,
Euphrates leads a navigable stream,
Branch'd from the current of his roaring flood.
Dx. Roserts, Judah Restored.
Thus we find the walls to have extended to a vast
circumference—from forty-cight to sixty miles; but
we are not to suppose them to have been entirely
filled up with houses;* but, as in the old city of
Moscow, to have been in no small part taken up with
gardens and other cultivated lands.
In regard to the size of some ancient Eastern cities,
* The streets crossed clclmhmua-lhe-ci:y was cut into six
hundred and seventy-six squares, each of which was four furlongs
ind s Lalf od every €ldoy Viz,y two miles and A quatter infeirgim-
Teicuce, ‘ ) |
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Mr. Franklinhas made some very pertinent remarks, in
his inquiry concerning the site of the ancient Pali-
bothra :—% For the extent of the city and suburbs
of Palibothra, from seventy-five to eighty miles have
been a551gned by the Puranas; a dlstance said to be
impossible for the space occupled by a smale city.
So, indeed, it might, were we to compare the cities of
Asia with those of Europe The idca of lofty houses
of brick and stone, consisting of many stories, with a
number of inhabitants, like those of London, Paris,
Vienna, and many others, must not be.compared
with the nature of the Asiatic cities. To look in
them for regularly-built squares, and spacious and
paved streets, would be absurd.”

Herodotus gives the extent of the walls of Babylon
at one hundreg and twenty stades on each side, or four
hundred and eighty stades in circumference. Diodorus
three hundred and sixty stades in circumference. Cli-
tarchus, who accompanied Alexander, threec hundred
and’sixty-five. Curtius states it at three hundred and
sixty-eight; and Strabo at three hundred and eighty-
five stades. The general approximation of these
measurements would lead us to suppose that the
same stade was used by the different reporters; and
if this was the Greek itinerary stade, we may csti-
mate the circumference of the great city at twenty-
five British miles*. ¢ The lines, drawn on maps, are
often only used to divide distant mounds of ruin.
Accumulations of pottery and brickwork are met
with occasionally over a great tract; but the con-
nection, supposed between these and the corn-fields
and gardens, within the common precincts of a wall,
is gratuitous in the extreme. Imagine London and
Paris to be levelled, and the inhabitant of some
future city to visit their ruins, as those of then re-
mote antiquity ; if, in the one instance, Sévres, Mont,

7% Porter.
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Rouge, and Vincennes, or, in the other, Groeawi&.,
Stratford-le-Bow, Tottenham, Highgate, Hammer-
smith, Richmond, and Clapham, be taken in as
boundaries, or identified respectively as the rains of .
Paris and London, what a prodigious extent would
those cities gain in tho eyes of futurity* 1™

Babylon, as we have already stated, stood upon
the Euphrates, as Nineveh did upon the Tigris. A
branch of it ran entirely through the city from north
to south; and on each side was a quay, walled
towards tho river, of the same thickness as the city
walls, In these, also, were gates of brass, from
which persons descended to tho water by steps;
whence, for a long time, they crossed to tho other
side in boats; that is, until the building of a bridge.
These gates were open always in the gn , but shut
at night. A bridge was at length erected ; and this
bridge was cqually celebrated with tho other great
buildings; for it was of vast size; but Diodorus
would seem to make it to have been much larger
than it really was. He says it was five furlongs in
Iength. Now as the Euphrates, at tho spot, was
only one furlong wide, this would be impossible ; so
we suppose that there must have been a causeway
on each side of the bridge; and that Diodorus in-
cluded the two causeways, which were, probably,
merely dry arches, as we find in a multitude of mo-
dern bridges. It was, nevertheless, thirty feet in
breadth, and built with great skill. The arches
were of hewn stone, fastened together with chains of
iron and melted lead. To effect the building with
tho greater care and safety, they turned the course of
the rivert, and laid the channel dry. While one
part of the workinen were doing this, others were

® Anon,
1 This is #aid to have been douge at the building of old Lopden
Bridge.

- -
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shaping the materials for the quays, so that all were
finished at the same time.

During a certain portion of the year (viz., June,
July, and August) the Euphrates overflows its banks,
as the Nile does in Egypt, the Ganges in India, and
the Amazon in South America. To remedy the
manifold inconveniences arising from this, two large
canals were cut to divert the superabundant waters
into the Tigris, before they could reach Babylon* ;
and to secure the neighbouring country still the
better, they raised artificial banks,—as the Dutch
have done in Holland,—of a vast size, on both sides
the river ; not built, however, of earth, as in Hol-
land, but of brick cemented with bitumen, which
began at the head of the canals, and extended for
some distance below the city. To effect all this, the
Euphrates, which had been turned one way, in order
to build the bridge, was turned another to build the
banks, To this end they dug a vast lake, forty
miles square, and one hundred and sixty in com-
pass, and thirty-five feet deep. Into this lake
the river was diverted, till the banks were finished ;
after which it was re-diverted into the former chan-
nel. The lake was, however, still preserved as a
reserveir +.

Perhaps some of our readers may be curious to
know how long it would take to fill this lake up.
It is thus stated in the Edinburgh Review }:—
¢ Taking it at the lowest dimensions of a square of
forty miles, by thirty feet deep ; and supposing the

® These canals having been suffered to deeay, the water of the
river is much greater now than formerly.

+ Herodotus. Megathenes says seventy-five feet. ¢ We relate
the wonders’ of Babylon,”” says Rollin, ¢‘ as they are delivered
down to us by the ancients; but there are some of them which are
scarce to be comprehended or believed ; of which numberis the lake.
I mean in respect to its vast extent.”

£ Vol.: xlviii.“199.

VOL. 1. K
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Euphrates to be five hundred feet wide, ten 5
and to flow at tho rate of two miles an hour, it !
require onc thousand and fifty-six days to fill the lake,
allowing no absorption to the sides ; but if al ion
and evaporation are taken into the account, we may
put the time at four ycars, or thereabouts ; which, no
doubt, would be sufficient, considering the number
of hands employed, to complete the cmbankment *.”

This lake, the Lridge, and the quays of the river
are ascribed to Nitocris, by Herodotus; but most of
the other wonders of Babylon are ascribed by Jose-
phus to Nebuchadnezzar, her father-in-law. ¢ Per-
haps,” says one of the historians, ¢ Nitocris might
only finish what her father had left imperfeet at his
death, on which account the historian might give her
the honour of the whole undertaking.”

We are now called upon to describe other won-
ders.  These are the palaces and hanging gardens.
At each end of the bridge stood a palace ; and those
two palaces had a communication cach with the
other by means of a passage under the bed of the
river, vaulted at the time in which it was laid dry +.
The old palace, which stood on the cast side of the
river, was three miles and three quarters in compass.
It stood ncar the temple of Belus. The new palace
stood on the west side. It was much larger than the

* The reviewer then goes on tp say :—* By way of comparing
this with a work of modern times, wo may notice, that the Bristol
ship canal, one of the late projects, was inlended to have been
eighty miles long, one hundred feet wide, and thirty feet deep; and
the estimated cost was four millions sterling. To be sure, labour
was cheaper at Babylon than in London, and well it might be; for
if the Babylonian lake were to be made now in England, it would
cost the trifling sum of four thousand two hundred and twenty-one
millions sterling 17

t The reader will naturally be reminded of the tunnel now eon-

structing uuder tho Thames ; a much wore difficult and extensive
nndertaking.
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old one; being seven miles and a half in compass*.
It was snrrounded with three walls, one within the
other, with considerable spaces between ; and these,
with those at the other palace, were embellished
with an infinite variety of sculptures, representing all
kinds of animals to the life ; amongst which was one
more celebrated than all the rest. This was a
hunting piece, representing Semiramis on horseback
throwing a javelin ; and Ninus, her husband, piercing
a lion.

Near the old palace stood a vast structure, known
from all antiquity, and celebrated in every age as the
most wonderful structure ever yet built; viz., the
temple of Belus. We have given some account of
it from Herodotus already. A tower of vast size
stood in the middle of it. At its foundation it was
a square of a furlong on each side ; that is, half a
mile in its whole compass, and the eighth part of a
mile in height. It consisted of eight towers, built
one above anmother, gradually decreasing in size to
the top. Its height exceeded that of the largest of
the pyramids+. It was built of bricks and bitumen.
The ascent to the top was on the outside, by means
of stairs, winding, in a spiral line, eight times round
the tower from the bottom to the top. There were
many large rooms in the different stories, with arched
roofs, supported by pillars. On the top was an
observatory, the Babylonians having been more cele-
brated than any other people of ancient times for
their knowledge of astronomy §.

* Going in and out, we should suppose, with every angle.
Should any one do this with a rule at St. Paul’s Cathedral, it
is probable he might compass a wile.

+ The largest pyramid is 110 feet higher than St. Paul's, with
a base occupying ahout the same area as Lincoln’s Inn Fields.

% The advantageous situation of Babylo1, which was built npon
a wide, extended, flat country, where no mountains bounded the
prospeti ; the constant <:1carmsss2 and- serenity of the. air in that

K
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Notwithstanding the opinious of many, that this
“tower was built expressly for astronomieal purposes,
it appears certain that it was used as a temple also :
for the riches of it were immense; consisting of sta-.
tucs, tables, censers, cups, and other sacred vessels,
all of massy gold. Among these was a statue, weigh-
ing a thousand talents of Babylon, forty feet high.
Indeed, so rich was this templo, that Diodorus does
not hesitate to value all it contained at not less than
six thousand three hundred Babylonian talents of
gold ; which implies a sum equivalent to twenty-one
millions of pounds sterling ! Surely some error must
have crept into the MS.

This temple stood till the time of Xerxes. On the
return of that prince from Greece ho plundered it ;
and then caused it to be entirely demolished. When
Alexander returned from India, he formed the design
of rebuilding it upon the ancient plan; and probably,
had he lived, he would have accomplished his wish.
Ten thousand men were put to work to elear away the
rubbish ; but he died in the midst of his preparation.

Many of the chief crections in this city wero
planned and executed by Semiramis.  When she had
finished them, she made a progress through the va-
rious divisions of her empire ; and wherever she went
left monuments of her magnificence, by many noble
structures, which she crected, either for the conve-
nicnce or the ornament of her cities*.  She was the
best political cconomist of ancient times, and may
truly be styled the first utilitarian : for she applied

country, so favourable to the free contemplation of the heavens ;
perhaps, also, the extraordinary height of the tower of Babel, which
scemns to have been intended for an observatory ; all these circum-
stances were strong motives to engage this people to a more nico
obscevation of tLe various motions of the heavenly bodies, and the
regular course of the stars,.— RoLriN,

* Diodorus states, that in his lime many monuments still re-
mdinedWitli fnscriptiony npon them, )
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herself to the formation of causeways, the improve-
ment of roads, the cutting through mountains, and
the filling up valleys. She applied herself, also, most
particularly, to the forming of aqueducts, in order
that water might be conveyed to such places as
wanted it: in hot climates desiderata of the first
importance.

Valerius Maximus* records a cireumstance of her,
which paints the influence she possessed over her
people in a very striking manner.  One day, as she
was dressing herself, word was brought that a tumult
was raging in the city. Without waiting to dress
herself, she hurried from her palace with her head
half dressed, and did not return till the disturbance
was entirely appeased f.

‘We now pass on to the dream of Nebuchadnezzar,
because the accomplishment of that dream is con-
neeted with the splendid state of Babylon in the time
of its glory. This dream was, thatf “he saw a tree
in the midst of the earth, whese height was great:
the tree grew, and was strong, and the height of it
reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end
of the earth. The leaves were fair, and the fruit
much ; and in it was meat for all : the beasts of the
field had shadow under it, and the fowls of heaven
dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of
it. I saw the visions of my head on the bed, and,
behold, a watcher, and an holy one, came down from
heaven; he eried aloud, and said thus:—¢ Hew
down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his
leaves, and scatter his fruit; let the beasts get away
from under it, and the fowls from his branches.

* Val. Max. ix. c. 3.

+ A statne was erected in memory of this action, representing
her in that very attitude, and the undress, which had not prevented
her from flying to her duty.

I Daniel, c.iv,
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Nevertheless, leave the stump of his roots in the
ecarth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the
tender grass of the ficld ; and let it be wet with the
dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts.
in the grass of the earth. Let his heart be changed
from man’s, and let a beast’s heart be %iven to him.
This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the
demand of the word of the holy ones, to the intent
that the living may know, that the Most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth to whom-
soever he will; and sctteth up over it the basest of
men.

This dream was expounded by Daniel. ¢ Let the
dream be to them, O king, that hate thee; and the
interpretation thereof to thine enemies.” The pro-
phet then declared, ¢ that the king should be driven
from the company "of men for seven years ; should be
rednced to the fellowship of the beasts of the field,
and feed upon grass like oxen; that his kingdomn
should, nevertheless, be preserved for him, and he
should repossess his throne, when he should have
learnt to know and acknowledge, that all power is
from above, and cometh from heaven.”

At the end of twelve months, as Nebuchadnezzar
was walking in his palace, and admiring the beauty
and mngmficence of his bnildings, ho becamo o
elated at the sight of the structures he had erected,
that he exclaimed—¢ Is not this great Babylon, that
I have built for tho house of the kingdom by the
might of my power, and for the hononr of my ma-
jesty 2”7 In an instant, a voice came from heaven
declaratory of his fate, and his understanding was
taken from him.  He wag driven from men, and did

eat grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the
dew of heaven ; till his hairs were grown like eagles’
feathers, and lns nails like birds’ claws.

At the/expiration of - seven) yedrs he recovered his
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intellectual powers. Ie was restored to his throne,
and became more powerful than he had been before.
At this period he is supposed to have built the
hanging gardens, which have been so celebrated in
every age. Amytis, his wife, having been bred in
Media,—for she was the daughter of Astyages, king
of that country,—had been much taken with the
mountains and woody parts of her native country,
and therefore desired to have something like it at
Babylon. To gratify this passion, the king, her
husband, raised the hanging gardens. Diodorus,
however, ascribes them to Cyrus; and states that
he built them to gratify a courtezan.

They are thus deseribed by Quintus Curtius :—
¢ Near the castle are those wonders, which are so
often celebrated by the Greek poets; gardens ele-
vated in the air, consisting of entire groves of trees,
growing as high as the tops of the towers, marvel-
lously beantiful and pleasant from their height and
shade. The whole weight of them is sustained and
borne up by huge pillars, upon which there is a floor
of square stone, that both upholdeth the earth, that
lies deep on the pillar, and also the cisterns with
which it is watered. The trees that grow upon this
are many of them eight cubits in circumference, and
every thing is as fruitful as if they grew on the
natural ground ; and, although process of tiime de-
stroys things made by mortal hands, and also even
the works of nature, yet this terrace, although op-
pressed with the weight of so much earth, and so
great a multitude of trees, still remains unperished,
Deing held up by seventy broad walls, distant from
cach other about cleven feet. When these trees
(concludes Curtius), are seen afar off, they seem to
be a wood growing upon a mountain.” This may
well be, since they comprised a square of about four
hundred feet on every: side; and were carried.up.into
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the air in the manner of several large terraces, oné
above another, till tho highest equalled the height of
the walle of the city. Tho floors were laid out
thus* :—On the top of the arches were first laid .
large flat stones, sixtcen feet long, and four feet
broad ; and over them a layer of reed, mixed with
a great quantity of bitumen; over which were
two rows of bricks, closcly cemented by plaister;
and then, over all, were laid thick sheets -of lead;
and, lastly, upon the lead a vast quantity of mould.
The mould was of sufficient depth to let grow very
large trees, and such wero planted in it, together
with other trees, and every description of plant and
flower, that was esteemed proper for shrubberies and
flower-gardens. To improve all this, there was, on
the highest of the terraces, a water-engine, to draw
the water out of the river below, wherewith to water
the whole garden +.

Besides all this, there werc magazines for corn
and provision, eapable of maintaining the inhabitants
for twenty years ; and arsenals, which supplied with
arms such a nuinber of fighting men, as seemed equal
to the conquest or defence of the whole monarchy.

If Babylon was indebted to Nebuchadnezzar for
many great buildings, it was still more so to his

* Diodorus ; Prideaux.

+ ¢ The hanging gardens,”” says Major Rennell, ¢“ as they are
called, had an area of about three acres and a half, and in them
were grown trees of considerable size; and it is not improbable,
that they were of a species different from those of the natural
growth of the alluvial soil of Babylonia. These trees may have been
perpetuated in the same spot where they grew (or secds from them),
notwithstanding that the terraces may have subsided, by the erum-
bling of the piers and walls that supported them ; the ruins of which
may form the very eminences, spoken of by M. Niebuhr, and which
aro covered with a particular kind of trees.” That is, with trees dif-
ferent from any that grow between the ruins and the Persian gulf,
in which space no other trees are to be found but date and ether
fruit trecs.
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daughter Nitocris. She erected a great multitude ;
and amongst the rest, one of the gates. On this gate
she caused to be inscribed a command to her succes-
sors, that, when she should be buried under it, none
of them should open the tomb to touch the treasure
which laid there, unless impelled by some great and
overwhelming necessity. Many years passed away,
and no one opened it. At length Darius came to the
city. -Reading the inscription, he caused the tomb
to be opened ; but alas! instead of finding the vast
treasures he had expected, he beheld only this inserip-
tion :—< If thou hadst not an insatiable thirst for
money, and a most sordid avaricious soul, thow
wouldst never have broken open the monuments of the
dead.”

Astyages, king of the Medes, was succeeded by
Cyaxares, uncle to Cyrus. Cyaxares, learning that
the king of Babylon had made great prepara-
tions against him, sent for Cyrus, son of Cambyses,
king of Persia, and placed him at the head of his
army. Before marching, Cyrus addressed those
officers who had followed him from Persia, in the
following manner. Do you know the nature of the
enemy you have to deal with ? They are soft, effemi-
nate, enervated men, already half conquered by their
own luxury and voluptuousness ; men not able to
bear either hunger or thirst; equally incapable of
supporting either the toil of war, or the sight of
danger : whereas you, that are inured, from your
infancy, to a sober and hard way of living; to you,
I say, hunger and thirst are but as sauce, and the
only sauce, to your meals; fatigues are your pleasure ;
dangers are your delight ; and the love of your coun-
try, and of glory, your only passion. Besides, the
justice of our cause is another considerable advan-
tage. They are the aggressors. It is the enemy that
attacksus ; and it is our friends and allies that sequire
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our aid. Can any thing be more just than to repel
the injury they would bring upon us? Is there :'y

thing more honourable, than to fly to the assistance

of our friends 7 But what ought to be the principal .
motive of your confidence is, that I do not en in

this expedition without having first consulted the

gods, and implored their protection; for you know

it is my custom to begin all my actions, and all my

undertakings, in that manner.”

Cyrus, after scveral battles, laid sicge to Babylon.
It was in the days of Belshazzar. That prince was
absorbed in luxury and sloth. A great festival was
to be held within the palace, and Cyrus heard of it.
He prepared himself, therefore, and all his army.
The court, in the meantime, was rife in every species
of dance, feast, and revelry. In the pride of his
heart, Belshazzar ordered all tho gold and silver ves-
sels, which had been taken from the temple of Jeru-
salem, to be brought to the banqueting-room ; and
he and his officers; and his wives and his conenbines,
drank out of them. No sooner wag this done, than
the fingers of a man’s hand came out from the wall,
and wrote over the candlestick upon the plaster.

The king saw the hand ; and when he saw it “his
countenance was changed, and his thoughts tronbled
him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and
his knees smote one against another.”

Ho sunmoned the magi, and made proclamation.
“ Whocver shall read this writing, and show me the
interpretation thercof, shall be clothed with scarlet,
and have a chain about his neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom.” Danicl, the prophet,
interpreted this writing. ¢ This is the writing that
wasg written : MeNe Meng, Teker, Urnarsin, This
is the interpretation of the thing. MexNE; God hath
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. TExEw;
thou art weighed: wi the. balances, und found want-
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ing. PEres; thy kingdom is divided, and given to
the Medes and Persians *.”

Notwithstanding this interpretation, Belshazzar
continued the feast, and to graee it the more, performed
his promise. = He commanded, and “they clothed
Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about
his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him,
that he should be the third ruler of the kingdom.”

In the meantime, Cyrus, well awave of the riot
and luxury prevailing in the king’s palace, entered
the ecity by the river, the waters of which he had
managed to be drawn dry, by means of the sluices.
He and his army entered through the gates of brass,
which opened on the quays. This they did in two
divisions ; then they proceeded through the city ;
met before the palace ; slew the guards ; and some of
the company having come out to sce what was the
cause of the noise they heard, the -soldiers rushed in
and immediately made themselves masters of the
palace. The king, however, in this last extremity,
acted in a manner more worthy than might have been
expected. He put himself at the head of those who
were inclined to support him; but he was quickly
despatched, and all those that were with him. Thus
terminated the Babylonian empire, after a duration
of two hundred and ten years, from the beginning of
the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, who was its founder ;
and the fate of which had been so truly foretold.

¢ Babylon, the glory of kingdoms,” says Isaiah,
“and the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall
be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.
It shall never be inhabited : neither shall it be dwelt
in from generation to generation; neither shall the
Arabians pitch their tent there; neither shall the
shepherds make their fold there; but wild beasts of
the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be

# _Danicly ch. v.;ver. 23,
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full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there,
and satyrs shall dance there; and the wild beasts of
the island shall ery in their desolate houses, and dra-
gons in their pleasant palaces. I will also make it .
a possession for the bittern and pools of water; and
I will sweep it with the besom of destruction.”
Events answered the prophecy, though not precisely
at this time *.

From this period Babylon belonged to the Persian
kings: but having become greatly affronted by the
transferenee of the royal court to Susa, the inhabitants
revolted. DBy this insult, they drew upon them-
selves the whole foree of the Persian empire. The
inhabitants had provided themselves with every
necessary to support a siege. But lest it might last
longer than they anticipated, they put the most bar-
barous act in practice that ever had then been heard
of from the creation of the world. They assembled all
their wives and children, and strangled them; no
man being allowed to preserve more than one wife
and a servant to do the necessary business of his
house. The siego lasted cighteen months. Dariug
himself began to despair. )

Some friends having taken the liberty, one day, to
propose the question to Darius, who was then holding

* Isaiah xiii. 19, 22 ; xiv. 23, 24.—It has been well observed by
Bishop Newton, that it must afford sll readers of an exalted taste
and generous sentiments, a very scnsible pleasure to hear the pro-
phets exulting over such tyrants and oppressors ss the kings of
Assyria.  “ In the fourteenth chapler of Isaiah,” continues he,
“ there is an Epinikion, or a triumphant ode upon the fall of
Babylon. It represents tho infernal mansions as moved, and the
ghosts of deceased tyrants as rising to meet the king of Babylon,
and congratulate his coming among them.”’—* It is really ad-
mirable for the scverest strokes of irony as well as for the sublimest
strains of poetry, The Greek poet Alceus, who is cclebrated for
his hatred to tyrants, and whose odes were animated with the spirit
of literty no Jess than with the spirit of poctry, we may presume
10 84§, ‘never ‘wrotc auy thiog comparable to it’”
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a pomegranate in his hand :—* What good is there
you would wish to multiply as often as that fruit
contains seeds?” “Such friends as Zopyrus,” answered
the king, without hesitation. This answer threw
Zopyrus into one of those paroxysms of zeal, which
can only be justified by the sentiment that gives
them birth.

One morning the king observed one of his courtiers
make his appearance before him, bathed in bloed, with
his ears and nose entirely cut off, and his whole bedy
wounded in many places. When Darius saw this,
he started from his throne, advanced to the wounded
person, and eagerly inquired of him who had treated
him in so terrible a manner? ¢ You, yourself, O
king!” answered Zopyrus. ¢ My wish to render
you a service has put me in this condition. AsI
was persuaded that you would never have consented
to this methoed, I have consulted none but the zeal I
have for your service.” He then told the king that
he had formed the plan of going over fo the enemy
in that condition.

His plan will be explained in the result. He left
the camp, and proceeded to the walls of Babylon.
‘When he arrived before the gates, he told the Baby-
lonians who he was. He was immediately admitted
and carried before the governor. There he com-
plained of Darius, accusing him of having reduced
him -to such an unfortunate condition: and that
because he had advised him to give up the siege.
Saying this, he offered his services to the governor
and pcople of Babylon: stating that his revenge
would be a sufficient stimulus and reward for his
exertions; and that he would be found fully ade-
quate to cope with the enemy, since he was well
acquainted with all the arts,;and discipline, and strata-

ems of the Persians.

‘When the Babylonians heard all this; and, saw the
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dreadful condition in which Zopyrus was, they

him the command of as many troops as he desired.
With these he made a sally, and cut off more than a
thousand of the enemy: Darius having previously .
concerted with him. In a few days ho made an-
other sally, when he cut off double the number. In
a third he destroyed not less than four thousand.
¢« Nothing,” say the historians, ¢ was now talked of
but the condition and success of Zopyrus.,” This
was, indeed, so much the case, that he was at length
appointed commander-in-chief, The whole matter,
as we have stated before, was a stratagem between
Zopyrus and Darius. Now, then, as Zopyrus had
become master of the forces, he sent intelligence to
the king. The king approached with his army.
Zopyrus opened the gates, and tho city was delivered
into the king’s hands.

No sooner did Darins find himself master of the
town, than he ordered its hundred gates to be pulled
down, and its walls to be partly demolished * : but,
in order to keep up the population, he caused fifty
thousand women to be brought from the several
provinces of his empire to supply the place of those
the inhabitants had so cruclly destroyed at the be-
ginning of the siege ; and for having perpetrated that

® Purily, not entirely. * Herodotus siates thut Darius Hys-
taspes, on tho taking of Babylon by the stratagom of Zopyrus,
‘“levelled the walls and took away the gates, neither of which
Cyrus had done.” But let it be remarked that Darins lived a
century and a half before Alexander, in whose time the walls
appear to have been in the original statc ; or, at least, nothing is
said that implies the contrary; and it cannot be believed, if
Darius had taken the trouble to level thirty-four miles of so pro-
digious a rampart as that of Babylon, that ¢¥er it would have been
rebuilt in the manner described by Ctesias, Clitarchus, and others,
who describe it at a much later period.  Besides, it would have
been quite unnecessary to level niore than a part of the wall; and
in this way, probablyythe historian; ought to be understood,”’—
Rennere: !
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horrific act, he caused three thousand of the most
distinguished of the nobility to be crucified*.

Babylon remained in the possession of the kings
of Persia for several generationst. But it soon
ceased to be a royal residence, the sovereigns having
chosen to reside either at Shusan, Ecbatana, or Per-
sepolis; and, the better to reduce it to ruin, they
built Seleucia in its neighbourhood, and eaused
the chief portion of its inhabitants to remove to
Ctesiphon.

The eourse of our subject now deseends to the
time, when Darius Codomanus became sovercign of
Babylon, in right of being king of Persia. This
prinee was conquered at the Granieus by Alexander.
Not long after, he lost another battle; viz. that of
Arbela: after whieh the conqueror made what is
called his “triumphant entry” into Babylon. He
entered, we are told, at the head of his army, as if
he had been marching to a battle. ¢ The walls,”
says the historian, ¢ were lined with people, notwith-
standing the greatest part of the citizens were gone
out before, from the impatient desire they had to see
their new sovereign, whose renown had far out-
stripped his march. The governor and guardian of
the treasure strewed the street with flowers, and
raised on both sides of the way silver altars, which
smoked not only with frankincense, but the most
fragrant perfumes of every kind. Last of all, came the
presents, which were made to the king; viz herds
of cattle and a great number of horses; also lons
and panthers, which were carried in cages, After
these the magi walked, singing hymns after the

* Herod. Thalia. ¢ v. ch, ix.

+ Cyrus ; Cambyses; Smerdis Magus ; Darius the son of Hys-
taspes ; Xerxes I.; Artaxerxes Longimanus; Xerxes I ; Sog-
dianus ; Darius Nothus; Artaxerxes Mnemon ; Artaxerxes Ochus;
Arses jend-Darius Codomanus,
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manner of their country ; then the Chaldaans, accom-
panied by the Babylonian soothsayers and musicians.
It was customary for the latter to sing the praises of
their king to their instruments; and the Chaldaans.
to observe the motion of the planets and the vicissi-
tudes of seasons.” ¢ The rear,” continues the author,
from whom we quote, * was brought up by the
Babylonish cavalry, which, both men and horsemen,
were so ‘sumptuous, that imagination can scarce
reach their magnificence.” The king .caused the
people to walk after his infantry, and, himself sur-
rounded by his guards, and seated on a chariot,
entered the city, and from thence rode to the palace.
On the next day ho.took a survey of all Dariug’
money and movables. These, however, he did not
keep to himself. He distributed a large portion of
it to his troops: giving to cach Macedonian horse-
man fifteen pounds; to each mercenary horseman
about five pounds; to cvery Macedonian foot-soldier
five pounds; and to every onc of the rest two
months of their ordinary pay. Nor did he stop
there. He gave orders, that all the temples which
had been thrown down by the order of Xerxes
shonld be rebuilt ; most especially that of Belus.
On his second visit to this city, he was met some
miles from the town by a deputation of old men,
who told him that the stars had indicated that, if he
ventured into the city, some signal misfortune would
befal him. At first the king was greatly alarmed
and perplexed. But having consulted some Greek phi-
losophers wlio chanced to be in his army, they threw
such contempt on astrology in general, and the
Babylonish astrologers in particular, that he resolved
to continue his march, and the same day entered the
city with all his army.
_ Soon after this, designing to raise a monument to
his fricnd T cphastion, lic ‘caused nearly six furlongs
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of the city wall to be beat down; and having got
together a vast number of skilful workmen, he built
a very magnificent monumental structure over the
part he had caused to be levelled.

That the reader may have a distinct idea of the
grandeur of this structure, it is necessary to admit a
full account of it. It is thus given in Rollins
¢ History of Alexander”:—¢ It was divided into
thirty parts, in each of which was raised a uniform
building, the roof of which was covered with great
planks of palm-tree wood. The whole formed a
perfect square, the circumference of which was
adorned with extraordinary magnifieence. Each
side was a furlong, or an hundred fathoms in length.
At the foot of it, and in the first row, there was set
two hundred and forty-four prows of ships gilded, on
the buttresses or supporters whereof the statues of
two archers, four cubits high, with one knee on the
ground, were fixed; and two other statues, in an
npright posture, completely armed, bigger than the
life, being five cubits in height. The spaces between
the rows were spread and adorned with scarlet eloth.
Over these prows was a colonnade of large flambeaux
whieh, ending attop, terminated towards eagles, which,
with their heads turned downwards, and extended
wings, served as capitals, Dragons fixed near, or
npon the base, turned their heads npwards towards
the eagles. Over this colonnade stood -a third, in the
base of which was represented, in relievo, a party of
hunting animals of every kind. On the superior
order, that is, the fourth, the combat of Centaurs was
represented in gold. Finally, on the fifth, golden
figures, representing lions and bulls, were placed
alternately. The whole edifice terminated with mili-
tary trophies after the Macedonian and Babylonian
fashion, as so many symbols of the victory of the
- fonmer, and-the defeat’ of the latter./ On the cuta~
VOL. I. L
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blatures and roofs were reprcmtod Syro-,ihew
bodies of which were filled, but in an im

manner, With musicians, who sang mournful airs and
dirges in honour of the deceased. This edifice was
upwards of one hundred and thirty cubits high ; that

is, one hundred and nincty-five feet. The beauty

and the design of this structure,” concludes our author,

¢ the singularity and magnificence of the decorations,

and the several ornaments of it, surpassed the most

wonderful productions of fancy, and wero all in

exquisite taste. The designer and architeet of

the whole, was Stasicrates; he who offered to cut

Mount Athos into the shape of a man. The cost of

this monument was no less than twelve thousand

talents ; that is, more than one million ¢ight hundred

thousand pounds!”

Alexander resided at Babylon more than a year.
During this time he planned a multitude of things;
amon"st which, we are told that, finding Babylon
to surp1ss in extent, in conveniency, and in whatever
can be wished, cithcr for the necessities or pleasures
of life, all the other cities of the East, he resolved to
make it the scat of his empire*. With this view he
planned many improvements, and undertook some;
and would have, doubtless, accomplished much that
he intended, for he was still but a very young man,
when death cut him short in the midst of his career—

Leaving & name, at which the world grew pale,
To point a moral, or adorn a tale +.

T® < Babylon was designed by Alexander to be not only the capital
of lm cmpire, but also a great port and naval arsenal, To contain
his flcet, he ordered a basin to be excavated, capable of adinitting a
thousand sail, to which were to be added docks and magazines for
stores.  The shijs of Nearchus, 3s well as others from Pheenicia,
were already arrived.  They had been taken to picces on the Me-
diterranean coust, and eonveyed overland to Thapsacns, where they
liad been put together, aud then navigated down the Euphrates.”’
The abjeet of all this was 10-cnable him todnyade Arabia,

+ Sir-John' Maleolat- sayy;~ that many traditions ‘still’ exist in
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And this calls to our recollection the prophecies which
had been uttered :—¢ 1 will cut off from Babylon
the name and remnant.” I will make it a possession
for the bittern.” ¢TI will sweep it with the besom
of destruetion.” ¢ It shall never be inhabited ; neither
shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation.”

Such was the fate of this city ; insomuch that, in
process of time it became entirely forsaken, and the
Persian kings made a park among its ruins, in which
they kept wild beasts for hunting. Instead of citi-
zens, there were boars, leopards, bears, deer, and
wild asses. Nothing remained but portions of its
walls, a great part even of these at last fell down.
They were never repaired, and for many ages, so great
was the ruin, that even the remains of it were supposed
to have been swept from the face of the carth *.

Persia, in regard te this wonderful person. Amongst others,
this :—* The astrologers had forctold, that when Alexander’s death
was near, he would place his throne where the earth was of iron
and the sky of gold. When the hero, fatigued with conquest,
directed his march towards Greeee, he was one day seized with a
bleeding at the nose. A general who was near, unlacing his coat
of mail, spread it for his prince to sit en ; and, to defend him from
the sun, held a golden shicld over his head. When Alexander
saw himself in this situation, he exclaimed, ¢ The prediction of the
astrologers is accomplished, I no longer belong to the living ! Alas!
that the work of my youth should be finished) Alas! that the
plant of the spring should be cut down like the ripened tree of
autumn |> He wrote to his mother, saying, he should shortly
quit the earth and pass to the regions of the dead. He requested
that the alms given at his death should be bestowed on such as had
never seen the miseries of the world, and who had never lost those
who were dear to them. In conformity to his will, his mother
sought, but in vain, for such persons. All had tasted the woes and
gricfs of life; all had lost those whom they loved. She found in
this a consolation which her son had intended, for her great loss.
She saw that her own was the common lot of humanity.”

* In deseribing the overtbrow, the prophet is admirable ; rising
by a judieious gradation into all the pomp of horror. g¢.d.
 Now, indeed, it is thronged with citizens ; but the hour is coming,
when' iv shall be entirely depopulated, and not so much asa single °

L2
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A short time after the death of Alex
became a theatre for hostility between

and Selencus.  Seleucus had got possession of the

city. 'When Antigonus learned this, he sent his son,
Demetrius, with an army to drive him out of it.
Demetrius, according to his father's order, gathered
all the force he could command at Damaseus, and

marched thence to Babylon; where, finding that
Seleucus had gone into Media, he entered the city
without opposition; but, to his great surprise and
mortification, he found it in great part deserted.
The cause was this: Seleucus had left the town under
the charge of a governor named Patrocles. When
Demetrius was within a short distanee, this governor
retreated out of the walls into the fens, and com-
manded all persons to fly from the eity. This mul-
titudes of them did; some into the deserts, and
others beyond the Tigris. Demetrius, finding the
town descrted, laid siege to the castles; for there
were two, both well garrisoned and of large extent.
One of these castles he took ; and, having plundered
not only the city, but the whole province, of every
thing he could lay his hands on, he returned to his

inhabitant Jeft.—Lest you should think, that in process of time it
may be re-cdified, and agin abound with joyful multitudes, it shall
never be inhabited more ; no, never to be dwelt in any more, from
generation to generation ; but shall continuc a dismal waste, through
all succeeding ages.—A waslo so dismal, that noue of the neigh-
bouring shepherds shall make their fold, or find so much as an
occasional shelter for their flocks; where kings, grandecs, and
crowds of affluent citizens were wont to repose themsclves in pro-
found tranquillity, Iiven the rude aud roving Arabian shall not
venture to pitch his tent, nor be able to procure for himse!f the poor
accommodation of & night’s lodging ; where millions of polite people
basked in the sunshine of profuse prosperity.—In short ; it shall
neither be habituble, nor sccessible! but a dwelling place for dra-
gons, anid a conrt for owls ; an astonishment, and a hissing. What
was once the golden cily, and the metropolis of the world, shall be
Wh-c¥erlasting seeno of, defolhuou, & fearful fignument - of‘dmlc
téddelinee] hd &n awful admohition to humian pride.”™
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father, leaving a garrison. The robbery, however,
did not go unpunished ; for the Babylonians were so
grievously offended at i, that, at the return of Seleu-
cus, they rcceived him with open arms; and thus
began the true reign of Seleucus. That prince, how-
ever, did not long make Babylon his capital. IHe
built Seleucia on the western bank of the Tigris,
forty miles from Babylon, over against the spot where
now stands the city of Bagdad. To this new city,
Selenens invited the Babylonians generally to trans-
plant themselves. This they did,and Babylon became,
in process of time, so desolate, that Strabo assures
us* that, in his time, Babylon, ¢ once the greatest
eity that the sun ever saw,” had nothing left but its
walls  The area had been ploughed.

In the fourth century St. Jerome notes, that
Babylon was become a park for the Parthian and
afterwards for the Persian kings to keep their wild
beasts for hunting in; the walls being kept up to
serve for a fenee for the enclosure. No writer for
scveral hundred years has been found to mention this
city from this time, till Benjamin of Tudelat (in
Navarre) visited the spot, and related, on his return,
that he had stood where this old city had formerly
stood ; and that he had found it wholly desolated
and destroyed. ¢ Some ruins,” said he, ¢ of Nebu-
chadnezzar’s palace remain ; but men are afraid-to go
near them on account of the multitude of serpents
and scorpions there are in the place.”

It was afterwards visited by the celebrated Por-
tuguese traveller, Texeira, who says, *“ That there
was, in his time, only a few footsteps of this famous
eity ; and that there was no place in all that country

* About the middle of the second century, when Strabo was
there, the walls were reduced to fifty cubits in height, and twenty-
onc in breadth.
: " About the vear 1169,
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less frequented.” In 1574 it was visited by a Ger--
man traveller, Rauwolf. ¢ The village of Elugo,”
says he, “lieth on the place where formerly old
Babylon, the metropolis of Chaldea, did stand. .
The harbour lieth a quarter of a league off, where-
unto those use to go that intend to travel by land
to the famous city of Bagdad, which is situated
further to the cast on the river Tigris, at a day and
abaif’s distance. This country is so dry and barren
that it cannot be tilled, and so bare that I sheuld
have doubted very much, whether this potent and
powerful city (which once was the most stately and
famous oneo of the world, situated in the pleasant
and fruitful country of Sinar,) did stand there; if I
had net known it by its situation, and several an-
cient and delicate antiquities, that still are stnndinﬁ
hereabout in great desolation®. Ifirst, by the ol
bridge, which was laid over the Euphrates, whereof
there are some picces and arches still remaining, built
of burned brick, and so strong, that it is admirable.
Just before the village of Elugo is the hill whereon
tho castle did stand, in a plain, whereon you may
still see some ruins of the fortification, which is quito
demolished and uninhabited. Behind it, and pretty
near to it, did stand the tower of Babylon. This
wo see still, and it is half a league in diameter ; but

® The soil of Babylonia, in the tinc of Heredotns, may be in no
small degree judged of by what that historian states :—* Of all coun-
tries, which have come under my observation, this is far the most
froitful in corn.  Fruit-trees, such as the vine, the olive, and the
fig, they do not even attempt to euliivate; but the soil is so par-
ticularly well ndapted for corn, that it never produces less than
two-hundredfold ; in seasons which are remarkably favourable it
will sometimes produce three hundred; the ear of their wheat as
well as barley is four digits in size. The immense height to which
willet will grow, although 1 have witnessed it myself, I know not
how to mention. I am well aware that they who have not wit-
nessed thecountry will deem whatever I may say upon the subjeet,
a violutiow of probability.”’ <~ Ctio, cxcnrs ?
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s0 mightily ruined and low, and so full of venomous
reptiles, that have bored holes through it, that one
may not come near it within half a mile, but only in
two months in the winter, when they come not out
of their holes *.” :

The next traveller that visited Babylon appears
to have been Della Valle (a. p. 1616). When
at Bagdad he was led, by curiosity rather than busi-
ness, to visit Babylon, which, says he, was well
known to the people in that city, as well by its name
of Babel, as by the traditions concerning it. ¢ Ie
found,” says Rennell, ¢ at no great distance from the
eastern bank of the Euphrates, a vast heap of ruins,
of so heterogeneous a kind, that, as he expresses it,
he could find nothing whereon to fix his judgment as
to what it might have been in its original state. Ile
recollected the descriptions of the tower of Belus, in
the writings of the ancients, and supposed that this
might be the ruins of it.” He then proceeds to give
measurements ; but better aecounts have been re-
ceived since,

The remains of Babylon have been visited in our
times by several aecomplished travellers, amongst
whom may be especially noted Mr. Rich and Sir
Robert Ker Porter. The former of thesc travellers has
given the most distinet and circumstantial account ;
but, before we state what he has afforded us, we afford
space for that passage of Sir Robert, in which he
describes his first entry into the scene.

“ We now came to the north-east shore of the
Euphrates, hitherto totally excluded from our view
by the intervening long and varied lines of ruin,
which now proclaimed to us, on every side, that we
were indeed in the midst of what had been Babylon.

* There is a copy of Rauwolf’s work in the British Museum,
euriched by a multitude of MS. notes by Grouoyius, to whom it
would scem ‘thc'eopy once belonged. £
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From the point, on which we stoo‘.w‘h, )
the Mujelibé, large masses of ancient
spread on our right, more resembling natural hills in
appearance, than mounds covering the remains of
former great and splendid edifices.  The whole view
wag particularly solemn. ‘The majestic streamn of the
Fuphrates wandering in solitude, like a pilgrim mon- -
arch through the sileat rins of lns devastated king-
dom, still appmml a noble river, even under all the
disadvantages of its desert-tracked course. Its banks
weroe hoary with reeds, and tho grey osier willows
were yet there, on which the eaptives of Israel hung
up their harps, and, while ‘Jerusalem was not,’ refused

to be comforted. But how is the rest of the scene
changed since then! At that time, these broken hills
were p1laws thosc long, undulating mounds, streets;
this vast solitude, filled with the busy sub_)ccts of the
proud daughter of the Llast ! now, ‘wasted with
misery, her habitations are not to be found ; and,
for herself, ¢ the worm is spread over her.  The banks
of the E uphmt(‘s are, nevertheless, still covered with
willows, as they were in ancient times*.”

For the following particulars we are, principally,
indebted to Mr. Rich, several years British minister
at Bagdad. «The town of Hillah, enclosed within a
brick wall, and known to have been built in the
twelfth century, stands upon the western banks of
the Buphrates (latitude thirty-two degrees, twenty-
cight minutes). It is forty-cight miles south of

¢ Bagdad. The country, for miles around, is a flat,

¢ By the rivers of B nlnhm, lhtrc we sat down; yea, we wept,
when we remembered Zion,

2, We hanged onr harps upon the willows in the midst theveof.

3. Lor there they that carricd ns away captive required of us a
song ; and they, that wasled us, required of us mirth, saying, Sing
us one of the songs of Zion,

4.. How, shall we aiug the Lord’s song dun a strange. },md?;—-
Pasva/exaxvii, I &
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uncultivated waste ; but it is traversed,. in different
directions, by what appear to be the remains of
eanals, and by mounds of great magnitude ; most of
which, upon being etmv‘lted, are found to contain
brld\s some of which Were evidently dried in the
sun, others baked by a furnace, and stamped with
inseriptions in a charaeter now unknown.” ¢The
soil of the plains of aneient Assyria and Babylonia,”
says Major Keppell, ¢ consists of a fine clay, mixed
with sand, with which, as the waters retire, the
shores are covered. This compost, when dried with
the heat of the sun, becomes a hard and solid mass,
and forms the finest materials for the beautiful bricks
for whieh Babylon was celebrated.” Hillah is built
of sueh bricks; but there are others of more aneient
appearance, which, no doubt, belonged to aneient
Babylon ; since they are stamped with characters,
which have been aseribed to the Chaldeans. Hillah,
then, stands upon the site of aneient Babylon: that
is, a portion of it.

Though this is certainly the case, -there are no
ruins at Hillah ; the nearest being at a distance of
two miles to the north,”and upon the eastern side of
the river. -The first of these remains consists of a
vast mound of earth, three thousand three hundred
feet long, by two thousand four hundred feet broad,
at its base, curved, at the south side, into the form
of a quadrant. Its height is sixty feet at the highest
part: and the whole appears to have been formed by
the decomposition of sun-dried bricks, channelled and
furrowed by the weather; and having-the surface
strewed with pieces of pottery, bricks, and bitumen.
This mound is ealled Amran.

On the north of this mound is another square, of
two thousand one hundred feet, having one of its
angles,—to the south-west, —connected with the
other by a ridge; three handred. fect broad,and of
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considerable height. The building, of which thisis
a ruin, seems to have been ﬁuisheﬂ in a very parti-
enlar manner, for the bricks are of the finest deseri
tion. ¢ This is the place,” says Mr. Rich, * where -
Beauchamp made his observations, and it is certainly
the most interesting part of tho ruins of Babylon.
Every vestige discoverable in it declares it to have
been composed of buildings far superior to all the
rest, which have left traces in the eastern quarter:
the bricks are of the finest deseription ; and notwith-
standing this is the grand storehouse of them, and
that the greatest supplies have been, and are now,
constantly drawn frem it, they appear still to be
abundant.”

To the north of this ruin is a ravine, hollewed out
by brick-searchers, about three hundred feet long,
ninety wide, and one hundred and twenty feet deep.
At the north end of this ravine an opening leads to a
subterranean passage, floored and walled with large
bricks, laid in bitumen, and roofed with single slabs
of sand-stone, three feet thick, and from eight to
twelve long. In this passage was found a ecolossal
piece of sculpture, in black warble. ¢ Thero I dis-
covered,” says Mr. Rich, ¢“what Beauchamp saw
imperfectly, and understood from the natives to be
an idol *. I was told the same thingt, and that it

* The words of Beauchamp arc :—** I employed two men for
three hours in cleoring a stone, which they supposed to be an idol.
The part, which T got a sight of, appeared to be nothing but a shape-
less mnss ¢ it was evident, however, that it was not a simple block,
as it bore the marks of a chisel, and there were pretly deep holes in
it.”  Sir Robert Ker Porter says, it is a common idea with the
Turks, that the real object with Europeans, in visiting the banks
of the Enphrates, is not to cxplore antiquitics, as we pretend, but
to make a laborious pilgrimago to these almost shapeless relies of
a race of unbelicvers more ancient than ourselves ; anil to perform
certain mysterious religious rites before themn, which cxcite no small
Cutiopity Tmongst the Faitbful to.inquire into; £t

1 Tt igprobable, thatmany friginenty of antiquity, cﬁpécwiy of
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was discovered by an old Arab in digging, but that,
not knowing what to do with it, he covered it up
again.” On sending for the old man, and he having
pointed out the spot, Mr. Rich set a number of men
to work, and, after a day’s hard labour, they laid
open enough of the statue to show that it was a lion
of colossal dimensions, standing on a pedestal. Its
material was a gray granite, and it was of rude
workmanship. -

The mound, last described, is called by the natives
the palace (&7 Kasr)*. The walls are cight feet
thick, ornamented with niches, and strengthened by
pilasters and buttresses, all built of fine brick, laid
in lime eement of such tenacity, that it cannot be
separated without breaking. Ilence it is, that so
much of it remains perfect. This remarkable ruin is
visible from a considerable distance, and is so fresh,
that it is only upon minute inspection, that Mr. Rich
became satisfied, that it is really a Babylonian remain.
Near this are several hollows, in which several per-
sons have lost their lives ; so that no one will now
venture into them, and their entrances are, therefore,
become choked with rubbish. k
. There arc two paths near this ruin, made by the
workmen, who carry down their bricks to the river
side, whence they are transported to Hillah ; and at
a short distance to the north-north-east the celebrated
tree stands, which is called by the natives Athelé,
the larger kind, are lost in this manner. The inhabitants call all
stones, wilh inseriplions or figures on them, idols.—RicH.

* « The mass on which the Kasr stands,” says Sir R. K. Porter,
‘¢ is above the general level fyll seven hundred feet. Its length is
nearly four hundred yards; its breadth six hundred ; but its
form is now very irregular. Much of the débris, which this interest
iug spot prescnted to the Abbé Beauehamp and Mr. Rich in 1811,
have now totally disappeared ; the aspect of the summit and sides
suffering constant changes from the everlasting digging in its appa-
rently i;lexhausl.ible quarries for, brick of the strongest and finest
material. .
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and which they assert to have once flourished in
hanging gardens; and which they as religiously
believe God purposely preserved, that it might afford
Mahomet a convenient shade, beneath which to tie -
up his horse, after the battle of Ilillah! 1t is an
evergreen, of tho lignum-vitie species. ¢ Its trunk
has been originally enormous; but at last, worn
away by time, only part of its original eircumference,
hollow and shattered, supports the whole of its yet
spreading and evergreen branches. They are parti-
cularly beautiful, being adorned with long tress-like
tendrils, resembling heron-feathers, growing from a
central stem. These slender and delicate sprays,
bending towards the ground, gave the whole an
appearance of a weeping-willow, while their gentle
waving in the wind made a low and melancholy
sound. This tree is revered as holy by the Arabs,
from a tradition among them, that the Almighty
preserved it here, from the earliest time, to form a
refuge in after ages for the Caliph Ali; who, fainting
with fatigue from the battle of Hillah, found a secure
repose under its shade.  The battle adverted to was
fought within so short a period after the death of
Mahowmet, that, if any credit is to be given to the
rest of the tale, the age of the tree must already have
extended to a thousand years!”

When Mr. Kinneir visited Hillah the girth of tho
tree wasg, two feet from the ground, four fect seven
inches, Its height twenty feet.

Nine hundred and fifty yards from the side of the
river, and about a mile to the north of what is called
the palace, stands the most remarkable ruin of the
castern division, This is called Mukallibé, a word
signifyving “ overturned.” Thig was visited, in 1616,
by Della Valle, who determiued it to be the tower of
Belus ; aud_ this opinion has been adopted, errone-
ously, by Renuell ‘and” other writers, " VIt'is  of ‘an
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oblong shape, irregular in its height and the mea-
surement of its sides, which face the cardinal points;
the northern side being two hundred yards in length;
the southern side, two hundred and nineteen; the
eastern, one hundred and eighty-two; and the western,
one hundred and thirty-six. The elevation of the
highest angle, one hundred and forty-one feet. This
mound is a'solid mass. Near its summit appears a
low wall, with interruptions, built of unburnt bricks,
laid in clay mortar of great thickness, having a layer
of reeds between every layer of bricks. On the north
side are vestiges of a similar wall. The south-west
angle, which is the highest point, terminates in a
turret ; or, rather, he'mps of rubbish, in digging into
which, layers of broken burnt brlck cemented with
mortar, are discovered, and whole bricks, with in-
scriptions on them, are here and there found, The
whole is covered with innumerable fragments of
brick, pottery, pebbles, bitumen, vitrified scoria, and
even shells, bits of glass, and mother-of-pearl! When
Mr. Rich saw all these, he inquired of the Turk,

that acted as guide, how he imagined the glass a.nd
mother-of-pearl came there 2—¢ They were brought
here by the deluge,” answered the Turk.

In describing this mound, Major Keppell says, that
he found it full of large holes. ¢ We entered one of
them, and found them strewed with the carcases and
skeletonsof animals recently killed. The ordure of wild
beasts was so strong, that prudence got the better of
curiosity ; for we had no doubt as to the savage
nature of the inhabitants. Our guides, indeed, told
us, that all the ruins abounded i lions and other
wild beasts.” Mr. Rich found, also, quantities of
porcupine quills; and most of the cavities, he says,
are peopled with bats and owls.

The pile on the Mujelibé is called Haroot and
Maroof, by the Arabs; and-they, belicve: that; near
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the foot of the pyramid, there still exists,
invisible to mankind; a well, in which those two
wicked angels were condemned by the Almighty to
be suspended by the heels until the end of the world, .
as a punishment for their vanity and presmnption,*

In another part of the ruins were found a brass
pike and some carthen vessels (one of which was
very thin, and had the remains of fine white varnish
on the outside) ;—also a beam of date-tree wood,
Continuing the work downwards, the men arrived at
a passage, in which they discovered a wooden coffin ;
opening which they found a skeleton, perfect in all
its parts. Under the head was placed a round
pebble, and a brass ornament was attached to the
skeleton, On the ontside, another brass ornament
was found, representing a bird : and a little farther |
on, they discovered the skeleton of a child. No skulls
were found, either here or in tho sepulchral urns
that were at the bank of the river.

Mr. Rich, also, found a number of urns, in the
bulwark on the banks of the river. These contained
ashes, and bones in small fragments. Comparing
these remains with the skeletons found in the Muje-
libé, he judiciously remarks, that the two modes of
sepulture deeidedly prove what people they were
who were so interred. ¢ There is, I believe,” he adds,
“ no reason to supposc that the Babylonians burnt
their dead: the old Persians, we know, never did.”
It was the common usage with the Greeks. *From
this he infers,” says Porter, ¢ that the skeletons in
the Mujelibé were the remains of the ancient people
of Babylon ; and the urns in the embankment con-
tained the ashes of Alexander’s soldicrs.”

¢ For the story of Haroot and Maroot, sce D’Herbelot and

Richards’ Pervian Dictionary ; also Kinncir’s Geographieal Memoir
altie’ Persian Empire, ‘
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From the south-east angle of tho Mujelibé, a
mound extends in a circular direction, and Joms the
Amran at its south-east angle, the dnameter of the
sweep being two miles and a half. This is supposed
to have becn the fortified enclosure that is described
by Herodotus as encircling the palace.

To the north of the Mujelibé there are no ruins
of any importance. A few low mounds, however,
are observed, occurring at intervals, on cach side of
the road from Hillah to Bagdad ; but they are of an
insignificant character, and, from their situation,
they are supposed to have been burying-places out-
side the city, rather than buildings within its walls.

The Mujelibé is supposed to have been a Babylo-
nian mausoleum, rather than a temple of worship.
In respect to the other ruins, it is probable that the
Kasr and adjacent mounds are the remains of the
royal palace, with its hanging gardens, enclosed with
the circular mound, which formed the outer wall of
the palace mentioned by Herodotus, and described
more in detail by Diodorus.

Two or three miles upwards from the river, are
the remains of what have, hitherto, been considered
remains of canals. A recent traveller®, however,
seems inclined to belicve, that they are the remains
of streets. Ilis reasoning is probable. Canals would
go all one way ; but most of these cross each other at
right angles, with immense spaces of open and level
ground on each side of them.

We are now to note something in regard to what
appears on the west side of the Euphrates. ¢ The
loose and inaccurate accounts of some modern travel-
lers,” says Mr. Rich, ¢ have misled D’Anville and
Rennell into the belief of there being considerable
ruins on the western side of the river, similar to those
on the eastern.” This, however, does not appear to

* Butkivgham.




be the case; that is, near to the river. But
there are none in the immediate neighb\)l!m
far the most stupendous and surprising mass of
the ruins of Babylon is situated on this side, abont -
six miles from Hillah. This is the tower of Babel,
otherwise the temple of Belus. It is called by the
Arabs, Birs Nemroud; by theJews Nebuchadnezzar's
Prison. The shape of this vast ruin is oblong, having
the appearance of a fallen or decayed pyrannd. It 1s
two thousand two hundred and eighty-six feet in
compass at the base; and, on the west side, it rises
conically to the height of one hundred and ninety+
cight fect. I visited the Birs,” says Mr. Rich,
“ under circumstances peculiarly favourable to gran-
deur of effect. The morning was at first stormy, and
threatened a severe fall of rain; but, as we ap-
proached the object of onr journey, the heavy clouds
scparating, discovered the Birs frowning over the
plain, and presenting the appearance of a circular
hill, crowned by a tower, with a high ridge extend=
ing along the foot of it. It being entirely coneealed
from our view, during the first part of our ride, pre-
vented our acquiring the gradual idea, in general so
prejudicial to effect, and so particularly lamented by
those who visit the pyramids. Just as we were
within the proper distanee, it burst at onee upon our
sight, in the midst of rolling masses of thick black
clouds, partially obcured by that kind of haze whose
indistinctness is one great cause of sublimity ; whilst
a few strong catches of stormy light, thrown upon
the desert in the back ground, served to give some
idea of the immense extent, and dreary solitude, of
the wastes in which this remarkable ruin stands.”
Two stages of building are visible on the eastern
side. The lowest is sixty fect high, and is broken in
the middle by a_deep ravine, and intersected on all
4ides’ Wy ehannels) @iade Uy the winter Taing.’ [ Tho
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summit of this first stage was once flat ; but it is no

longer so ; its margin ha.vmg crumbled down o as to

give this side the : appearance of a cone. The second

stage rises above the first, also, in a conical form, but

much more steep; the summit being marked by a

perpendicular fragment of brick work ; which is pro-
bably the base of the third stage.

On the west side, the structure rises at once from
the plain like a pyramid ; the face being broken in
different directions, partly by the torrents, and partly
by what seems to have been some convulsion of na-
ture. At the foot of the northern side, vast masses
of solid brick-work are scattered over the rubbish,
The building is seen to most advantage to the south;
for on that side it is by far the most perfect. The
tower there rises by high and distinct stages (four),
receding one within another, in proportion to their
respective elevations. ¢ Here is a ruin,” says an
elegant writer, ¢ corresponding, in a most surprising
degree, with the tower of Belus, as described by
Herodotus. The total circumference of the base 1s
two thousand two hundred and eighty-six feet in-
stead of one thousand nine hundred and sixty, the
square of a stadium. The east and west sides remain
of the original breadth nearly, and a greater portion
of rubbish from the top crumbled down upon their
sides, the north and south are thereby elongated ; the
present height of the ruin, to the top of the wall,
is two hundred and thirty-five feet—less than
one-half of the original height — consequently the
débris round the base might be expected to be much
more considerable, so as to make the circumference of
the base greater than it appears to be. DBut it must
be remembered, that Alexander the Great, when he
took possession of Babylon, after the defeat of Darius,
employed ten thousand men for two months in re-

YOL. M
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moving the rubbish, preparatory to removing the
tower®. It is probable they had only eleared the
south side, before the work was abandoned ; which
would account for the south face being more perfeot -
than any of the others. If we add to this, that vast
quantities of the bricks have been taken away by
the natives of the country, for building modern
towns, the eircumstance that the base so little ex-
ceeds the dimensions, given by Herodotus, will no
longer appear unaccountable,”

n Sir Robert Ker Porter’s second visit to the Birs
Nimrod, his party descried several dark objects
moving along the summit of its hill, which they
construed into dismounted Arabs on the look out,
while their armed brethren were lying concealed
under the southern brow of the mound.  “Thinking
this very probable,” says Sir Robert, “I took out
my glass to examine, and soon distinguished that
the causes of our alarm were two or three majestic
lions, taking the air upon the height of the pyramid.
Perhaps I had never scen so sublime a picture to
the mind, as well as to the eye. They were a species
of encmy whieh my party were accustomed to dread
without any panic fear; and while we continued to
advance, though slowly, the hallooing of the people
made the noble beasts gradually change their posi-
tion, till, in the course of twenty minutes, they
totally disappeared.” The party then rode close to
the ruins, every now and then observing the broad
prints of feet the lions had left in the soil. This
naturally brought to Sir Robert's recollection ‘that
part of the scriptures, whercin it is said, < Wild
beasts of the desert shall be there.”

At a short distance from the Birs, and parallel
with its eastern face, i3 a mound, not inferior to that

®/ Jusvinghi/ciAG)
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of the Kasr in elevation, but much longer than it is
broad. ¢ On the top of it are two oratories,” says
Mr. Rich. “One, called Mckam Ibrahim Khalib,
and said to be the place where Ibrahim was thrown
into the fire by order of Nemroud, who surveyed the
seene from the Birs; the other, which is in ruins,
Makam Saheb Zeman ; but to what part of Mehdy’s
life it relates, I am ignorant.”

“They call it,” says Sir R. Ker Porter, ¢ ‘Babylon,
the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’
exeellency. The lady of kingdoms, given to plea-
sure, that dwelleth carelessly, and sayeth in her heart,
I am, and there is none else beside me!’. But now,
in the same expressive language, we may say, ¢ She
sits as a widow on the ground. There is no more a
throne for thee, O daughter of the Chaldeans!’
And for the abundance of the country, it has vanished
as clean away as if ¢the besom of desolation’ had,
indeed, swept it from north to south; the whole
land, from the outskirts of Bagdad to the farthest
stretch of the sight, lying a melancholy corpse.”

Round the Birs are traces of ruins to a consider-
able extent ; and near the town of Hillah there are
several remarkable places; but as they do not bear
any very particular relation to Babylon, we here’
close our account, entirely agréeing with Mr. Rich,
that it is evident, from what remains of that cele-
brated city, and even from the most favourable
account handed down to us, that the public cdifices
which adorned it were remarkable mnore for vastness
of dimensions than elegance of design, and solidity of
fabrie than beauty of execution.

Though Babylon has universally been considered
as the largest city that ever existed on the earth,
there are some and even very good reasons to believe,
that it was never so larg; as Nineveh., ¢TIt was

M
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intended, indeed,” says one of the historians,
Babylon should have exceeded Nineveh in
thing; but Nebuchadnezzar did not live long « ’
nor the Babylonish empire last lon% en ; :
the scheme that had been drawn of it.” The houses
were not contiguons, but all built with a void space
on each side between house and house, so that the
larger part was not built upon. The ‘houges of
Nineveh, however, were contiguous.  Nineveh, also,
had a greater population ; for, in the time of Jonah,
it had one hundred and twenty thousand souls,
“who could nor did not know their right hand
from their left.” That is, one hundred and twenty
thousand infants *. But though Nineveh was the
oldest city and the largest, Babylon has in all sub-
sequent ages enjoyed the greatest cclebrity +.

® The Hebrew Scriptures; Herodotus; Xenophon; Valerins
Maximus ; Diodorus Siculus; Plutarch ; Arriau ; Quintus Curting ;
Justin; Texeira; Rauwolf; Delle Valle ; I'ideaux ; Rollin 3 Bp.
Newton ; Beloe; Rennell; Beauchamp; Kinoeir; Porter; Mal-
colm; Franklin; Rich; Buckingham. -

+ Since this was written, the following aceount has appeared
in one of the jourpals (The Saturday Magazine):—** The pre-
sent population of Hillah, which may average from six to seven thou-
sand souls, consists chiefly of Arabs, who have their own Sheik, but
the Mutsellim, or governor of the place, Is under the pachaof Bagdad,
and resides in a fortress within the town. There are bazaars and
markets on both sides of the river. The shopkeepers are chiefly
Armenians, Turks, and Jews, A most important fact connected with
theso traders is, that Manchester and Glasgow goods that were taken
out by tho Euplirates expedition as samples, were engerly bought
by them, at a profit to the scllers of one hundred per cent. There
is much trade carried on in the town, both hy camels from the
interior, and by boats Jaden with rice, dates, tohacco, and other
articles most in demand among tho desert tribes. It would be
curions if, in the progress of commerce and civilisation, the neigh-
bourhood of Babylon should again become the scene of princely
mercantile traffic; it is described in the Revelations as having once
been (xviii. 12, 13), « The merchandise of gold, and silver, and pre-
eituis ptoncs; and of pearls, aud, fiac lineny and purple, andsilk, and
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XO. XVIII.—BALBEC.

Those ruioed shrines and towers, that secm
The relics of a splendid dream

Amid whose fairy loveliness

Nought but the lapwiag’s ery is heard ;
I\ought scen but (when the shadows, ﬂmmg
Fast from the moon, unsheath its g]eam)
Some purple-winged SurrTana® sitting

Upon a column motionless,
And glittering like an idol bird.

* * x * ¥
But nought can charm the luckless Peri;
Her soul is sad—her wings are weary—
Joyless she sees the sun go down
On that great temple, once her ownt 3
Whose lonely columns stand sublime,

Flinging their shadows from on high;”
Like dials, which tho wizard, Time,
Had raided to count his ages by.

These lines lead us to some beautiful obscrvations
by Sir John Maleolm :—

¢ Among the traces of a great nation’s former
glory,” says he, ¢ there is none upon which the mind
dwells with more serious thought than on the mag-
nificent ruins of its ancient palaces. How forcibly
are we reminded of our condition, when told that an
edifice, in the erection of which a kingdom’s wealth
had been exhausted ; which was adorned with every

scarlet, and all thyme wood, and all manner of vessels of ivory, and
all manner of vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron,
and marble, and cinnanion, and odours, and oiutments, and frank-
incense, and wine, and oil, and flour, and wheat, and beasts, and
sheep, and houses, and chariots,”’ &c.

* ‘That beautiful bird, with plumage of the finest shining blue,
with purple beak and legs, the natural and living ornament of the
temples and porticoes of the Greeks and Romans, which, from the
statcliness of its port, as well as the brilliancy of its colours, has

obtained the title of Sultana,—SonNiN1
+ /The.templerof the surr at Balbec,
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ornament that the art of the world could supply, and
whose history was engraven on the imperishable
rocks with which it was constructed, was not

fallen into deeay, but that its founder was unknown,
and the language in which its history was inscribed
was no longer numbered among the tongues of man!”
These observations are peculiarly applieable to the
present state of Balbee.

This city stood in tho road between Tyre and Pal-
myra ; its history is, nevertheless, so lost in obseu-
rity, that, considering the splendour and magnificenco
of its remains, we are astonished! Scarcely any thing
of its history is known; and even its existence ap-
pears to have been unknown for many centuries to
the Romans.

Tradition states that it was built by Solomon ; and
for the truth of this the Jews quote the following
passage from the Book of Chronicles® :—¢ Also he
(Solomon) built Beth-horon the upper, and Beth-
horon the nether, fencied cities, with walls, gates,
and bars ; and Baal-ath.”

For the greater confirmation, it is thought that
Balbec is mcant when Solomon says—¢ the tower of
Lecbanon, that looketh towards Damaseus.” The
Arabs go even so far as to assert, that this city was
built by the king as a residence for the Queen of
Sheba ; and Sir William Ouseley quotes a passage,
wherein it is mentioned that a tradition in Persian
implies, that Solomon often passed his day at Balbec,
and his night at Istakr.

The names Heliopolis and Balbec are words of
different languages, which have nearly the same sig-
nification. The sun was worshipped by the ancient
inhabitants of the country, under the namo of Baal.
Balbec signifies the vale of Baal ; and Heliopolis the
city of the sun.

i R e
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That Balbee derived, not only its religion, but its
very name, from Heliopolis in Egypt, is rendered
certain by a passage in Macrobius :—¢ In the city
called Heliopolis, the Assyrians worship the sun with
great pomp, under the name of the Heliopolitan
Jove; and the statue of this god was brought
from a eity in Egypt, also called Heliopolis, where
Senumens or Scnepos reigned over the Egyptians, by
Opios, ambassador from Delebor, king of the Assy-
rians, together with some Egyptian priests, of whom
Partemetis was the chief, and it remained long
among the Assyrians before it was removed to
Heliopolis.”

The same author adds, that he declines giving
the reason for this faet, or telling how the statue was
afterwards brought to the place, where in his time it
was worshipped, more according to the Assyrian
than the Egyptian rites, as eircumstances foreign to
his purpose.”

As Balbec has never been the seat of a monareh,
antiquaries are greatly at a loss to conceive how the
expense of these magnificent structures could have
been supplied by private or municipal liberality.
The orientals, however, explain the prodigy by a
never-failing expedient,—they were constructed by
the fairies or genii!

That these temples did not exist when Pompey
went through Heliopolis to Damascus is probable,
beeause the writers of that time, who mention less
remarkable structurcs with admiration, take no no-
tice of any such building ; and it is eertain that they
did exist in the time of Caraealla ; because Heliopolis
is to be seen on many of his coins; and vows in
favour of him and his empress are recorded in two
inscriptions, the remains of which are still to be seen
on the pedestals of the columns of the great portico
of the temple.
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That Heliopolis was constituted a colony bf“’
gustus Ceesar, is rendered probable, by some medals
whieh still remain, and in which it is ca.lled “Colonia
Julia Augusta,” but it was not till tlre time of -
Septimius Severus that the temple was impressed on
the reverse of the coins.

When we consider the extraordinary msgmﬁoome
of the teinple of Balbee, we cannot but be
surprised at the silence of the Greck and nm
authors in respect to it. Mr. Wood, who has care-
fully examined all the ancient authors, has found no
mention of it, except in a fragment of John of
Antioch, surnamed Malala, who attributes the build-
ing of it to Antoninus Plus IHis words are :—
« Elius Antoninus Pius* built a great temple at
Heliopolis, near Libanus, in Pheenicia, which was
one of the wonders of the world.” Some Roman
medals also have been found, upon the reverse of
which is a representation something similar to those
temples, with the inscription :—CoLox1a HELloro-
LiTANA Jovi Orriso Maxiyo HeLioroLiTane.”

One ciremmstance, however, imilitates against the
idea that Antoninus Pius was the builder of these
temples; viz,, that Julius Capitolinus says no-
thing about them, though he gives a list of that
emperor’s buildings, and speaks of others of much
less consideration. It must, however, be remembered,
that the work of Julius Capitolinus is known to
be so extremely defective, that though Antoninus
relgncd onc-and-twenty years, and transmitted to
posterity the character of one of the best princes that
ever ruled, yet the particulars, that merited such
extraordinary praise, are utterly unknown,

Gibbon thus remarks upon the different fortunes
of Balbec and Emesa:—* Among the cities which
arc emumerated by (i'r‘cik and oriental names in the

) * (Tist-Chton 1ib. il /
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geography and conquest of Syria, we may distinguish
Exesa and Heviororis ; the former as a metropolis
of the plain; the latter as the metropolis of the ~
valley. Under the last of the Caesars they were
strong and populous ; the turrets glittered from afar;
an ample space was covered with publie and private
buildings ; and the citizens were illustrious by their
spirit, or at least by their pride ; by their riches, or
at least by their luxury. In the days of paganism,
both Emesa and Heliopolis were addicted to the
worship of Baal, or the sun: but the decline of their
superstition or splendour has been marked by a sin-
gular varicty of fortune. Not a vestige remains of
the temple of IXmesa, which was equalled in poetie
style to the summits of Mount Libanus; while the
ruins of Balbee, invisible to the writers of antiquity,
exeite the curiosity and wonder of European tra-
vellers.”

In the reign of Heraclius its garrison was strength-
ened, that it might be enabled to withstand “the
Arabs and when Chrlstlamty gained the ascendancy
under Const:mtme he shut up many pagan temples ;
but it was Theodosius, who converted its temple into
a Christian church, the walls of which are still
standing. The conversion of it into a fortress was
the work of the Caliphs, when this part of the
world fell under the government of the Caliphs,

called the Ommiades; an incurious and therefore an
ignorant race, during whose time nothlnﬂ is recorded
of Balbee, 'llthourrh it was then a cousiderable city.
The ancient name, Balbee, during this time was re-
stored, instead of Heliopolis, which was probably a
translation of Balbee, or at least substituted for it,
when it passed out of the possession of its own mtlvo
oriental nhabitants.

In Ebn Haukal's* orlental gcorrraphy, Balbec n

—r—— e e

AR/ Arabiah traveller i the teath ccus uryl f
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mentioned thus :—¢ Beyond the borders of Demeshk
is Baalbek, situated on an eminence, Here are the
gates of palaces, sculptured in marble; and lofty
colnmng, also of marble. In the whole region of
Syria there is not a more stupendous or considerable
edifice than this*.”

The approach to this ruined city is thus described
by Mr. Bruee:—¢The form of Mount Libanus,
as scen from the plain of Bekka, is this: first,
a range of mountains, extremely proper for cul-
ture, and of no considerable height, sloping casily to
the plain, and covered with trecs that are not very
thickly planted. On the other side of these rises a
chain of mountains of an extraordinary height, bare
for the most part, and stony, cut in every rain, and
covered with snow, except in summer. Thus they
continue till they descend much more stecply on the
other side towards the sea. The valleys within this
high chain of mountains, which on one side run pa-
rallel with the sea-coast, and on the other form the
east side of the plain of Bekka, are mostly narrow ;
but abundantly fertile, were they in the hands of
better people, under a better government ; industry
being here always followed by oppression.”

Mr. Carne deseribes his arrival thus :—¢ The sun
set on the vast temple, and the mountains around it,
with indescribable grandeur; the chain of Anti-
Libanus, in front, was covered with snow ; and the
plain, wild and beautiful, stretched at its feet farther
than the eye can reach: the pigeons, of many-coloured
plumage, flew in clusters round the ruined walls, at
whose feet were a variety of trees and flowers,
amidst which ran a clear and rapid stream.”

We now pass to Mons. La Martine :—* On reach-
ing the summit of the breach, we knew not whero to

* /Ouseleys
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fix our eyes. On every side we beheld marble doors
of prodigious dimensions, windows and niches, bor-
dered with exquisite sculpture, richly ornamented
arches, fragments of cornices, entablatures, and capi-
tals. The master-work of art ; the wrecks of ages,
lay scattercd as thickly as the grains of dust be-
neath our feet. All was mystery, confnsion, inexpli-
cable wonder. No sooner had we cast an admiring
glance on one side, than some new prodigy attracted
us on the others. Every attempt, we made to inter-
pret the religions meaning of the monuments, was
immediately defeated by some newly-discerned ob-
ject.  'We frequently groped about in this labyrinth
of conjecture. One cannot restrict, in one’s fancy, the
sacred edifices of an age, or a people of whose reli-
gion or manners nothing certain can be known.
Time carries. his sccrets away with him, and leaves
his enigmas as sports for human knowledge. We
speedily renounced all our attempts to build any
system out of these ruins; we were content to gaze
and admire, without comprehending any thing beyond
the colossal power of human genius ; and the strength.
of religious fecling, which had moved such masses
of stone, and wrought so many master-pieces.”

The ruins of Balbec do not present a crowd of
fallen edifices, spread over a large extent, like those
of Palmyra ; they consist only of three distinct build-
il’lgS, \Vhich stand not far fl‘Otn.naCh other, in a plain
at a short distance from the inhablica pawi of the
town. As in the instance of Palmyra, where we
shall have to make a similar remark, it is impossible
to convey an adequate idea of these works of art,
without the accompaniments of plates*. We adopt,
therefore, an abstract of the account of M. Volney,

" # For these the curious reader may turn to the fine work of
Messrs. Daukins and Wood. There are several plates of there
ruios; also, (in Pdécocke’s and’ Bruce’s travels.  When iat Balbew
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since his description is, perhaps, the best that we
have :—¢ In entering the principal gate, which faces
the mountain on the ecast, we come to an hexagonal
conrt, which is one hundred and eighty feet in dia=
meter, This is strewed with broken columns, muti-
lated capitals, and the remains of entablatures and
cornices. Around it is a row of ruined edifices, which
display all the ornaments of the richest architeeture.
On passing through this court towards the west, we
enter a large square, three hundred and fifty feet
wide, and three hnndred and thirty-three in length.
Along each side of this court runs a sort of gallery,
divided into various compartments, seven of which
may be reckoned in each of the principal wings. It
is not casy to conceive the use of this part of the
strueture ; but it does not diminish our admiration
at the beauty of the pilasters, and the richness of the
fricze and entablature ; neither is it possible to avoid
remarking the singular effect which results from the
mixture of the garlands, the large foliago of the capi-
tals, and the sculpture of wild plants, with which they
are every where ornamented. At the west end of this
court stand six enormous columns, which appear to
be totally unconnceted with the rest of the building.
On a ore attentive examination, however, wo dis-
cover a series of foundations, which seem to mark out
the peristyle of a grand temple, to which these co-
lumns belonoed, Paneehe supposes this temple never
4n leawo Leainnished.  'We must examine them nar-
rowly before we can conceive all the boldness of the
clevation, and the richness of their workmanship.
Their shafts are twenty-one feet eight inches in ecir-
cumference, and fifty-cight high; so that the total
height, including the entablature, is from seventy-

the latter made numcrons drawings ; all of whici h; presented l—o
George the Third, ¢ These,” says he, “are the richest offering of
the Kind thatwere over presained o n soierdyn’y caidijees”
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one to seventy-two feet. These six pillars are all
that now remain of twenty-four *.

The southern side of the grand temple has, at
some distant period, been blocked up to build a
smaller one, the peristyle and walls of which are still
remaining, This temple presents a side of thirteen
columns by eight in front, which, like all the rest of
the ruins, are of the Corinthian ordert. To reach
the smaller temple from the larger one, you must
cross trunks of columns, heaps of stone, and a ruinous
wall.  After surmounting these obstacles, you arrive
at the gate, where you may survey the enclosure,
which was once the habitation of a god ; but instead
of the awful seene of a prostrate people, and sacrifices
offered by a multitude of priests, the sky, which is
open from the falling in of the roof, only lets in light

* *“The cntry to the great Temple of the Sun is from the east,
through a noble portico of twelve circular eolumns; and the first
apartment in which the visiter finds himself is a magnificent hexa-
gonal hall, ene hucdred and eighty feet in diameter, exhibiting on
all sides the remains of an architectural beauty and magnificence of
the ricliest character, in the columns and other ornaments of a
circle of chambers which run around jt. Beyond this is a still
larger court, of nearly a square form, being three hundred and
seventy-four feet in one direction, by three hundred and sixty-eight
feet in another, and at the farther extremity of that is the far-
stretching pillared structure forming the proper temple. As may
bo observed from the view, nine of the lofty columns, which had
composed this part of the edifice, are still to be scen standing tege-
ther. Therc had been originally fifty.six in all, namely, ten at
each end, and eighteen others along each of the sides. The entire
length of the space which they include is two hundred and eighty-
five feet, and its breadth is one hundred and fifty-seven fect. The
beight, including the plinth, is eighty-seven feet.”— Anon.

+ The effect of the Corinthian order depends as much on the
exccution of the seulptured details as in the harmony and correctness
of the proportion; and tlie miserable specimens we have about
London, with a stunted capital, and a few cramped projections,
called acanthus leaves, would not be known as the same order of
architecture by the side of these bold, free, airy, and majestic masses
of building.— Aporson.
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to show a chaos of ruins covered with dust and
weeds. The walls, which supported the roof, are
thirty-one feet high, and without a window. There
are tablets in the form of lozenges, on which are
represented Jupiter scated on his eagle, Leda caressed
by tho swan, Diana with her bow and crescent,
and several busts which seem to be figures of
emperors and empresses.

The number of lizards to be seen is so great, that
Mr. Bruce says, that thoso he saw one day in the
great court of the temple of the sun amounted to
many thousands; the ground, the walls, and stones
of the ruined buildings being covered with them.
Besides theso two, there is a smaller temple of very
great beauty. The building itself, exclusivo of the
pillars, by which it is surrounded, is only thirty-two
feet in diameter ; and the height is divided into two
parts, in the lower of which the architecture is Ionie,
and in the higher Corinthian. The grace and light-
ness of the exterior of this edifice has induced several
competent critics to call it ¢“a perfect gem of art.”

In respect to the six columns, “In order to
reach them,” says M. de La Martine, ¢ we had to
pass cxternal boundary walls, high pedestals, ter-
races, and foundations of altars. At length wo
arrived at the feet of the columns. Silence is the
only language of man, when what he fecls outstrips
the ordinary measure of his impressions. We stood
in mute contemplation of these six colummns, and
scanning with our eyes their diameter, their cleva-
tion, and the admirable sculpture of their architraves
and cornices. Their diameter is six feet, and their
height upwards of seventy-two. They are formed
out of two or three blocks, which are so perfectly
Jjoined together, that the junction lines are scarcely
discernible®. ~ They. are. composed of. light yellow

¢ No cemnent or imortar“is used in their construction, but e
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stone, presenting a sort of medium between the
polish of marble and the deadness of turf. When
near them, the sun lighted them only on one side,
and we sat down for a few moments in their shade.
Large birds, like eagles, scared by the sound of our
footsteps, flutttered above the capitals of the columns,
where they have built their nests; and returning,
perchell upon the acanthus of the columns, striking
them with their beaks, and flapping their wings
like living ornaments, amidst these inanimate won-
ders, all of which appear to resemble works of
dwarfs.”

Branching off to the southward of the avenue, yon
come to the stumps of some fluted columns sticking
above the sand on either side of a small simple gate-
way ; and a few paces to the westward, on an emi-
nence, are the ruins of the small temple just now
mentioned ; and from thenee is enjoyed the mag-
nificent coup-d’wil of all the ruins and the vast
desert.

Beyond the circular colonnade lie the prostrate
remains of a very magnificent building, constructed
of a species of marble superior to the generality of
that used in these ruins. The walls are constructed
of large single stones, nicely fitted one above another.
Richly ornamented windows extend around the
walls, and some columns of one entire piece, twenty-
two feet in length and about nine in circumference,
lie prostrate on the ground.

¢« About fifty yards distant from the temple,” says
Mr. Maundrell, is a row of Corinthian pillars, very
great and lofty, with a most stately architrave and
cornice at the top. This speaks itself to have been
part of some very august pile; but what one now
sees of it is but just enough to give a regret, that

Jarge square.stopes are,neatly adjnsted, and so closely fitted, as to
reuder the jeining almost invisible,
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there should be no more remaining. Here is ar
curiosity of this place, which a man need be well
assured of his credit, before he ventures to relate, lest he
should be thought to straiu the privilege of a traveller
too far. That which I mean is a large piece of
an old wall, which encompasses all these structures
last described. A wall made of such monstrous
great stones, that the matives hereabouts, (as it is
usual in things of this strange nature,) ascribe it to
the architecture of the devil. Three of the stones,
which were larger than the rest, we took the pains
to measnre. We found them to extend sixty-one
vards in length; onc twenty-one; the other two
each twenty vards; and in the breadth of the same
dimensions. These three stones lay in one and the
samo row {o the end ; the rest of the wall was made
also of great stones, but none I think so great as
these. 'T'hat which added to the wonder was, that
these stones were lifted up into the wall more than
twenty feet from the ground.”

Besides these ruins, thero are scveral very large
subterrancous passages, which lead under the great
citadel, immense vaults of very massive architecture,
constructed in a very beautiful manner. Some of
these, no doubt, were tombs; and this leads us to
remember, that Mr. Browne says*, that when he was
at Zahhlé, he met with a young man, a Druse, who
told him, that near DBalbec, a few years ago, in
digging, the body of a man was found interred in a
kind of vault, having a piece of unstamped gold in
his mouth; near him a number of leaden plates
marked with characters, to them unknown. These
were sold and melted.  La Martine says, that not far
from Balbee, in a valley of the Anti-Libanus, human
bones of immense magnitude have been discovered ;
and tlnt thls f'lct is 80 conﬁd(‘ntl) believed among the

« Travels in ARG, Egspt, and. Syria, p.(406] 7, dte. (&
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neighbouring Arabs, that the English consul in Syria
(Mr. Farren), a man of extensive information, pro-
poses to visit those mysterious sepulchres.

The walls .of the ancient Heliopolis are traceable
in many directions, and show that the city must
have been of a very considerable extent. ¢ These
walls,” says Mr. Wood, ¢ like most. of the an-
cient cities of Asia, appear to be the confused
patch-work of different ages. The pieces of capitals,
broken entablatures, and, in some places, reversed
Greck inscriptions, which we observed in walking
round them, convinced us that their last repairs
were made after the decline of taste, with materials,
negligently collected as they lay nearest to hand,
and hastily put together for immediate defence.”

The stone of which the temple is-built was brought
from the neighbouring quarry, at the bottom of
which there is a sm«ﬂe stone lying seventy feet in
length, fourteen in breadth and fourteen feet six
inches in thickness. Its weight, according to these
dimensions, must be above 1130 tons! It would
require, we are told, the united strength of sixty
thousand men of our time to raise this single stone!

The stones used at Balbec are the largest that
have ever been moved by human power. The largest
in the pyramids of Egypt do not exceed ecighteen
feet. But here, of those that compoese the sloping
wall, which surrounds the temple on the west and
north, three occupy a space of one hundred. and
seventy-five feet and a half; viz., the 1st, fifty-eight
feet seven inches; the 2nd, fifty-eight feet eleven
inches; and the 3rd, exactly fifty-eight feet long;
and each of these is twelve feet thick.

“ When it is considered,” says La Martine, ¢ that
some of these blocks of hewn granite are raised one
above another to the height of twenty or thirty feet
from the ground ;—that they have been brought from

VOL. I. N
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distant quarries, and raised to so vast a height to
form the pavement of the temple;—the mind is over-
whelmed by such an example of human power. The
science of modern times cannot help us to explain it, -
and we cannot be surprised, therefore, that it is
referred to the supernatural.”

“ The shades of evening,” continues this accom-
plished traveller, ¢ which slowly descended the
mountains of Balbec, and obscured, one by one, the
columns and the ruins, imparted an additional air of
mystery to the picturesque and magical effect of
these wonderful works of man and time. We felt
the full insignificance of human nature; and while
contemplating the mass and eternity of these monu~
ments, wecompared manto the swallows, which build
their nests for a season in the interstices of these
stones, without knowing for whom, or by whom, or
for what purpose, they were collected together. The
power which moved these masses, and accumulated
these blocks, is unknown to us. The dust of the
marble, which we trod under our feet, knows more
than we do, but can tell us nothing; and in a few
centuries to come, the generations who may, in their
turn, visit the wrecks of our monuments now exist-
ing, will ask, without being able to answer, why
wo laboured without being able to build and carve.
The works of man are more durable than his thoughts;
movement is the law of the human mind ; the defi-
nite is the dream of man’s vanity and ignoranee ;
God is an object which incessantly recedes from us,
as we endeavour to approach him. We are conti-
nually advancing, but we never arrive. The Deity,
whose divine figure man seems to embody in his
imagination, and to enshrine in his temples, conti-
nually enlarges, and exceeds the narrow boundaries
of our minds, and our edifices ; leaves the temples and
the ‘altars to crumble inte' dust; and (summons’ man
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to seck him where he is most plainly manifested,
viz., in intelligence, in virtue, in nature, and in
eternity.”

‘We now give place to observations, made by tra-
vellers on the relative merits of the architecture,
employed in these magnificent edifices. ¢ When we
compare the ruins of Balbec,” says Mr. Wood, * with
those of many ancient eities, which we visited in -
Italy, Greece, and Egypt, and in other parts of
Asia, we cannot help thinking them the remains of
the boldest plan we ever saw attempted in archi-
teeture.”

¢ The enormity of the scale,” says Mr. Bucking-
ham, “and the magnificence of design, seen through-
out the whole ef the architecture, with the boldness
of the drawing, and the exquisite finish of the sculp-
ture, impressed me with an idea of a labour more
than human. I should coneeive that in no country
was to be found so superb a monument of the ini-
mitable perfection of ancient architecture. The
temples and the tombs of Egypt were here equalled
in the enormity of-the masses, that composed them ;
and the chamber of the Pyramids rivalled in the
closeness of the masonry; while the.monuments of
Athens itself, in the age of Pericles and Praxiteles,
were at least equalled in the richness and beauty of
the sculptured ornaments, that adorned them. It
appeared to me, that the temples of Edfou, Ten-
tyris, and Thebes, fell far short of this, as a whole;
for here the ponderous strength of the Egyptian, and
the chastened elegance of the Greeian school, are
both most happily eombined.”

Mr. Addison appears to have entertained a dif-
ferent opinion :—* Those ruins,” says he, “though
so striking and magnificent, are yet, however, quite
seeond rate, when compared with the Athenian ruins;
and display; in their decorations, none of the bold con~

N2
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ecptions and the genius which characterise the
Athenian architecture. There is a peculiar same-
ness in the decorations of the figures, entablatures,
and cornices. The ornaments are all alike, and the -
festoons of grapes, and vinc-leaves hung on goats’
and horses’ heads, the pendent bunches of grapes and
Cupids, however rich in appearance, and beautifully -
chiselled, ean never excite such feelings, as one small
portion of the Panathenian fricze of the Parthenon, or
one of the Metopes, representing a battle between a
Centaur and a Lapithee. There is a genius in these
latter, a combination of talent, a soul, fire, and
spirit, which are looked for in vain in the Balbee
remains. The great Panathenian frieze of the Par-
thenon, which extended all around that temple, with
its hundreds of horses and warriors, its spirited
grouping, and faithiful delineation of forms and atti-
tudes; and above it the wars of the Centaurs and
Lapitheae, posscssed a most exciting interest. The
vine-branches and wheat-cars of the temple of Bal-
bec, although unquestionably very beautiful, yet
appear tame in comparison ; and cannot certainly be
put in competition with these master-pieces of archi-
tectural decoration.”

¢ Several artists have observed,” says Mr. Wood,
‘¢ a similitude between some European buildings, and
some parts of the ruins of Palmyra and Balbee ; from
which they have, perhaps, too hastily concluded,
that the forimer were copied from the latter. The
portico of the Louvre at Paris has been compared
in this light to tho ruins of Palmyra; as also with
the portico at Balbee ; but we cannot discover any
foundation for inferences so injurious to the memory
of the architect, who built that noble strueture, which
is as justly adinired as it is unaccountably neglected.”

We now return to the page of M.de La Martine:—
“ Round this- platform is ranged a 'series of ‘chapels, .

.
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decorated with niches, admirably sculptured, friezes,
cornices, and vaulted arches; all displaying the most
finished workmanship, but evidently belonging to a
degenerate period of art. DBut this impression can
only be felt by those whose eyes have been previously
exercised by the contemplation of the pure monu-
ments of Athens and Roimne. Every other eye would
be fascinated by the splendour of the forms and the
finish of the ornaments. The only fault is too much
richness ; the stone groans beneath the weight of its
own luxuriance, and the walls are overspread with a
lace-work of marble.”

The town is, at present, so ruined, that there are
not counted more than fifty habitable dwellings in
it; though the whole number within the walls may
be estimated at five hundred.

The state of the city is deplorable. The emirs
of the heuse of Iarfoushe had already greatly im-
paired it, when an earthquake, in 1759, completed
its destruction ; insomueh, that though in 1751 there
were five thousand inhabitants, not twelve hundred
are remaining ; and all these poor, without industry
or commerce, we are told, and cultivating nothing
but a little cotton, some maize, and a few water-
melons.

Even the ruins are altering every day. Daw-
kins and Wood found nine large columns stand-
ing ; but Volney, in 1784, found only six. They
reckoned twenty-nine at the lesser temple; but
now there are only twenty. There were, originally,
thirty-four,—eight in front, and thirteen along each
of the sides. The others were overthrown by an
earthquake. Nature alone, however, has not effected
this devastation. The Turks have had their share in
the destruction of the columns; the motive for which
was merely that of procuring the iron cramps, which
sérved  to. join' the several blocks ‘of ‘which each
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column is composed. Famine, the pestilence, and
the sword, gradually thinned the inhabitants. The
population of five thousand, which the town con-
tained in 1751, has now dwindled down to barely -
two hundred persons: nor does each house continne
to possess, as it did in the time of Maundrell, ¢ ten
or fifteen cows, besides goats and sheep, the goats being
of an uncommon species, worth from 305:. to 35/ a
piece!” The description left by Maundrell was faith=
ful at the time he visited those ruins; but since that
period several important parts have been destroyed,
and even the place of the temple at the end of the great
court, which was probably the principal edifice of
the whole, cannot at this day be made out *.

The hands of the natives have, no doubt com=
mitted many ravages. Faccardine, prince of thd
Drusce, destroyed or injurcd scveral parts of these
ruins; but when he afterwards visited Italy, and
contracted a taste for its architecture, he is said
to have bitterly lamented the sacrilege he had com-
mitted at Balbec +. It is in fact man, not nature,”
says an elegant writer, ¢ that has wrought this
change. No blight has seared the soil, or poisoned
the air, but a degrading despotism has as effectually
dried up the sources of social prosperity, as if some
elementary convalsion had suddenly turned the clime
of beauty cold and dark, and struck the teeming
carth with hopeless barrenness. Indeed, Turkish
oppression has done what no unkindness of nature
could have effeeted. The splendours of Palmyra
rose, under the breath of a free eommeree, in the
midst of a sandy desert ; but nothing has been able
to preserve that and many other great cities from
crumbling into heaps of ruins, at the death-touch of
the gloomy tyranny, that now hangs like a pall over
the land.” 1
ST 56 Hackinghaot, ¥ Cerniow
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We must now give place te what Mons. de La
Martine says, in regard to the Bishop of Balbec :—
¢ We proceeded very little farther that day. The
road diverged from these ruins, and led us to others.
. We passed over some vaults, and arrived at a small
house. This was the palace of the Bishop of Balbec,
who, clothed in his violet-coloured pelisse, and at-
tended by some Arab peasants, advanced to meet us,
and conducted us to his humble door. The poorest
peasant’s cottage in Burgundy, or Auvergne, pos-
sesses greater luxury and elegance than the palace of
the Bishop of Balbee. It was an ill-built hint, with-
out either window or door, and through the decayed
roof the rain werked its way, and dropped on the
mud floor. This was the bishop’s dwelling! But at
the further end of the yard, which adjoined the
house, a neat wall, newly built of blocks of stone,
and a door and window 1n ogives of Moorish archi=
tecture, each ogive being constructed of finely-sculp-
tured stonmes, attracted my attention. This was the
church of Balbec, the cathedral of that town, in
which other gods have had splendid temples; the
chapel in which the few Arab Christians, who live
here amidst the wrecks of so many different faiths,
worship, under a purer form, the universal Creator.”

The bishop was a fine old man with hair and beard
of silver, a grave and benevolent cast of features, and
a sweet and well-modulated voice. He was the
perfect image of a priest of poetry or romance, says
the traveller; and his aspect, which denoted peace,
resignation, and charity, was well suited to the
scene of ruins and meditation in which he lived.

The traveller afterwards describes a delightful
scene. He and his friends were sitting by moon-
light neat the bishop’s hut. ¢ We weresilent. Sud-
denly a soft plaintive strain, a slow modulated
murmar stole throngl, the- grotesque ogives -of the



184 RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES. !l

ruined wall of the bishop’s house. This vague and
confused sound swelled higher and lngbar, until we
distinguished it to be a chant from the united voices
of chonst.crs, a monotonous, melancholy strain, which
rose, fell, and died away, and was alternately revived
and re-echoed. This was tho evening prayer, which
the Arab bishop was chanting with his little flock, in
the skeleton of that which once had been his clmrch,
viz., a heap of ruins piled up by a heap of idolaters.
We were totally unprepared for music of this sort,
where every note was, in_fact, a sentiment or a sign
from the human breast. How little did we expect it
in this solitude, in the bosom of the desert, issuing, as
it were, from mute stones, strewed about by the com=
bined influence of earthquakes barbarous ignoranee,
and time ! A hallowed emotion inspired us, and we
Jjoined with religious fervour in the sacred hymn,
until the last sighs of the pious voices had died away,
and silence again reigned over the venerable ruins.”
Wo conclude with the words which Seller
in his history of Palmyra adopts from Cicero:
¢ Whenever we see such remains of venerable anti-
quity, such lasting records of tho names and achieve-
ments of great persons, we are admonished to take
care 80 to regulate our actions, that we may convince
the world we have settled our prospect upon the
rewards of future ages, and not on the flatteries of
the present ; and so remember that monuments being
erccted to the memory of those who have lived well
in this world before they left it, put us in mind, that
there is nothing here permanent and 1mmutablc and
that it is the duty of eonsidering man to aspire
towards immortality *.”

* Chronicles; Diodorus ; Macrobius ; Maundrell ; Bruce ; Seller §
Dawkins and Wood ; Volney ; Browne; Malcolm ; Ouseley ; Buck-
ingham ; Carne ;- La Marting ; Addison. )
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NO. XIX.—BYZANTIUM.

¢ O~ which side soever,” says an elegant traveller,
“you approach Censtantinople, whether ascending
by the Dardanelles and the sea of Marmora, or de-
scending from the Black Sca by the Bosphorus;
whether you arrive by crossing the plain of Thrace,
or come in sight from the opposite hills of Asia, she
presents herself, indeed, like ¢ the queen of cities.””

The history of this city being that of an empire,
we shall confine ourselves to a few particulars, and
then pass on to give some account of its monumental
antiquities. We do this the more readily, since those
antiquities are far from being of the first order.

According to Ammianus, Byzantium was founded
by the Athenians ; accordmg to Justin, by the Lace-
deemonians ; according to Pa.terculus, by the Mile-
siang; according to others, by a colony of Megara,
under the conduct of Byzas, 658 B.c.

Byzantium received a great accession of inhabit-
ants in consequence of a decree passed,in gratitude
to the Athenians, for having compelled Philip of
Macedon to raise the siege of their city *.

* The substance of this decree was as follows :—* Inasmuch as
in times past the continual benevolence of the people of Athens
towards the Byzantines and Perinthians, united by alliance and
their common origin, has never failed upon any occasion ; that this
benevolence, so often signalised, has lately displayed itself, when
Philip of Macedon, who had taken up arms to destroy Byzantium
and Perinthus, battered our walls, burned our country, cut down
our forests ; that in a scason of so great calamity, this heneficcnt
people succoured us with a fleet of a hundred and tweuty sail, fur-
nished with provisions, arms, and forces; that they saved us from
the greatest danger; in fine, that they restored us to the quiet
possession of our government, onr laws, and our tombs: the
Byzantines grant, by decree, the Athenians to settle in the coun-
tries belonging to Byzantium ; to marry in them, to purchase lands,
and to enjoy all the prerogatives of citizens ; they also grant them
a distinguished place at public shows, and the right_of sitting both
in th¢ sendte and the msscribly of ‘the people, next/t6 the pontiffs ¢
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In subsequent times Constantine the Great (from
whom it was called Constantinople), seeing its proud
situation, created it into a capital jointly with Rome;
from which time the Roman cmpire was distin- -
guished by the titles Eastern and Western. In this
position it stood, till the city was sacked by the Turks
under the guidance of Mahomet the Second.

The manner in which the Turks first gained a
footing in Europe is thus described in Bucke's Har-
monies of Nature:— Orcan having made himself
master of the shore skirting the sea that separated
Asia from Europe, his son Solyman resolved, if
possible, to gain the castle of Hanni (Sestos), then
considered the key of Europe: but the Turks had
neither pilot, ships, nor boats. Solyman stood
meditating on the beach, one finc moonlight night,
for some time. Ie had come thither with about
eighty followers on a hunting expedition. Beholding
the towers of Hanni rising over the opposite shore,
he resolved to secure them for his father and himself.
He communicated his thoughts to his followers.
Wondering at his resolution, they regarded him as
frantic. e persisted ;—and they made three rafts
fastened on corks and bladders of oxen. When the
party had finished their task, they committed thems«
sclves to the waters; and with poles instead of oars,
succeeded in gaining the opposite shore: the moon
shining brilliantly as they stepped off the rafts, ahnost

and further, that cvery Athenian, who shall think proper to settle
in cither of tho two cilics above mentioned, shall be exemipted from
taxes of any kind : that in the harbours, three statues of sixteen
cubits shall be set up, which statucs shall represent the people of
Athens crowned by those of Byzantium snd Perinthus: and besides,
that presents shall be sent to the four solemn games of Greece, and
that the crown we have decreed to tho Athenians shail there be
proclaimed; so that the same ceremony may acquaint all the
Greeks, both with the magnanimity of the Atbcnisns, and-the gra-
titude of the Byzantines,'® >
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immediately under the walls of Hanni. As they
marched along the beach, they met a peasant going
to his work, it being now morning. This man hated
his prince; and being bribed by a sum of money, he
told Solyman of a subterranean passage leading into
the castle. The little band availed themselves of this
information, and quietly entered the walls. There was
no regular garrison, and the few inhabitants were
still asleep. They fell an easy prey, therefore, to the
adventurers. Having thus gained the first object of
their enterprise, they assembled the pilots and vessel-
owners of the town ; and, offering them considerable
sums of money, induced them to steer their vessels
to the opposite shore. Some thousand men were
then embarked, and in a few hours they were wafted
under the castle walls. This was the first landing of
the Turks in Europe : they ever after kept possession
of this castle : ninety-six years after, they sacked the
city of Constantinople.” :

Mahomet IT.*, surmamed ¢the Great,” was born
at Adrianople in the year 1430, and was, in the
thirteenth year of his age, called to the throne by the
voluntary abdication of his father, Amurath II. On
his accession, Mahomet renewed the peace with the
Greek emperor Constantine, to whom he, at the
same time, agreed to pay a pension for the expenses
and safe custody of his uncle Orcan, who had, at a
previous period, withdrawn to the court of Constan-
tinople for safety. The carelessness of the sultan in
the observance of this clause of the treaty excited
the complaints of the emperor, with the imprudent
threat that, unless the pension was regularly paid, he
would no longer detain Orcan. This threat afforded
the sultan a pretext for rekindling the war. Ma-
homet determined to complete the conquest of the
feeble empire by the capture of Constantinople ; and

* Gibbon,
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to terminate, by one terrible catastrophe, the strife
of many ages between the Moslems and the Greeks,
Every preliminary measure having been completed,
Mahomet at length appeared before Constantinople,
on the 2d of April; 1453, at the head of three hun-
dred thousand men; supported by a formidable artil-
lery, and by a flcet of three hundred and twenty sail,
mostly store-ships and transports ; but including
cighteen galleys of war, while the besieged could not
muster more than ten thousand effective soldiers for
the defence. This vast disparity of force leaves little
room for admiring the prowess and military skill of
the victorious party. The besieged made, however,
80 obstinate a defence, under t%le brave emperor,
Constantine Palwologus, that for fifty-three days all
the cfforts of the assailants were unavailing. The
defenders of the city had drawn strong iron chaing
across the entrance of the port; and Mahomet saw,
that unless he could get some of his vessels into the
Golden Horn, his suceess was doubtful, and that,
at best, the defence might be greatly protracted. He,
therefore, contrived to conduct a part of his flect, for
ten miles, over the land on a sort of railway, from
the Bosphorus into the harbour, and caused a float-
ing battery to bc constructed and occupied with
cannon. This sealed the fate of the imperial city.
On the day of the last assault, Mahomet said to
his soldiers :—¢ I reserve to myself only the city ;
the gold and women are yours.” The emperor (Con-
stantine) accomplished all the duties of a general and
a soldier. The nobles, who fought around his person,
sustained, till their last breath, the honourable names
of Paleologus and Cantacuzene. His mournful ex-
clamation was heard—¢ Cannot therc be found a
Christian to cut off my head ?” and his last fear was,
lest he should fall alive into the hands of his enemics.
He' ' threw ‘away his’ imperial ‘dress, rushed into the
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thickest of the fight, fell by an unknown hand, and
his body was buried under a mountain of the slain:
nor was it afterwards recognised.

The houses and convents were deserted ; and the
trembling inhabitants flocked together in the streets,
like a herd of timid animals. ¥rom every part of the
city they rushed into the church of St. Sophia. In
the space of an hour the sanctuary, the choir, the
nave, the upper and lower galleries, werefilled with
the multitude of fathers and husbands, of women and
children, of priests, monks, and religious virgins; the
doors were barred on the inside, and they sought
protection from the sacred dome, which they had so
lately abhorred as a profaned and polluted cdifice.

The doors were, soon after, broken with axes; and
the Turks encountering no resistance, their bleodless
hands were employed in selecting and sccuring the
multitude of their prisoners. Youth, beauty, and
the appearance of youth, attracted their choice. In
the space of an hour, the male captives were bound
with cords, the females with their veils and girdles.
The senators were linked with their slaves; the pre-
lates with the porters of their church; and young
men of a plebeian class with noble maids, whose
faces had been invisible to the sun and their nearest
kindred.

In this common captivity the ranks of society
were confounded ; the ties of nature were cut asunder ;
and the inexorable soldier was careless of the father’s
groan, the tears of the mother, and the lamentations
of the children. The loudest in their wailings were
the nuns, who were torn from the altars with naked
bosoms, outstretched hands, and dishevelled hair.
At a similar hour, a similar rapine was exercised in
all the churches and monastenes ; in all the palaces
and habitations of the capital. The male captives
were bound with. cords, and- the  females with their
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veils and girdles, and driven, to the number of .
sixty thousand, from the city to the camp or fleet,
where those, who could not obtain tho means of pur-
chasing their ransom, were exchanged, or sold, ac-
cording to tho caprice or interest of their masters.

The disorder and rapine lasted till the sultan
entered in triumph through the gate of St. Romauns,
He was attended by his vizirs, his bashaws, and
guards. As he rode along, he gazed with satisfac-
tion and wonder on the strange, though splendid,
appearance of the domes and palaces, so dissimilar
to the style of oriental architecture. Ile proceeded
to the church of St. Sophia; where, observing a sol-
dier in the act of breaking up the marble pavement,
he admonished him with his scymetar, that if the
spoil and captives were granted to the soldiers, the
public and private buildings had been reserved for
the prince.

From St. Sophia he proceeded to the august, but
desolate, mansion of a hundred successors of the first
Constantine ; but which, in a few hours, had been
stripped of the pomp of royalty. A melancholy
reflection on the vicissitudes of human greatness
forced itsclf upon his mind, and he repeated an cle-
gant distich of Persian poetry :—¢The spider has
wove his web in the imperial palace; and the owl
hath sung her watch-song on the towers of Afrasiel*.”

“The finest point from which Constantinople can
be viewed,” says M. de La Martine, “is from a bel-
videre, built by M. Truqui, on the terrace roof of his
house. This belvidere commands the cntire group
of the hills of Pere-Galata, and the little hillocks
which surround the port on the front side of the
water. It is the eagle’s flight over Constantinople
and the sca. Europe, Asia, the entrance of the
Bosphorus, and the sea of Marmora, are all under
K Y Gitbons )/
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the eye at once. The city lies at the feet of the
spectator.  If (continues Mons. de La Martine) we
were allowed to take only one point of the “earth,
this wonld be the one to choose. Whenever I ascend
to the belvidere to enjoy this view (and.I do so
several times a day, and invariably every evening),
I cannot conceive how, of the many travellers who
have visited Constantinople, so few have felt the
beauty which it presents to my eye and to my mind.
Why has no one described it? Is it because words
have neither space, horizon, nor colours, and that
painting is only the language of the eye ? But paint-
ing itself has never portrayed all that is here. The
pictures, I have seen, are merely detached scenes, con-
sisting of a few lines and colours without life : none
eonvey any idea of the innumerable gradations of
tint, varying with every change of the atmosphere,
and every passing hour. The harmonious whole, and
the colossal grandeur of these lines; the movements
and the intertwinings of the different horizons; the
moving sails, scattered over the three seas; the murmur
of the busy population on the shores ; the reports of
the cannon on board the vessels, the flags waving
from the mast-heads ; the floating caiques ; the va-
porous reflection of domes, mosques, steeples, and
minarets in the sea; all this has never been described ;”
—nor ever can be!

The whole circuitof Constantinople, however,calcu-
lated at somewhat morethantwelvemiles, present, even
to diligent research®, very few remains of antiquity.
The truth is, the Turks have availed themselves of
the marbles and fragments of the Greeks in the con-
struction of their own public edifices; and the anti-
quities of Constantinople are re-produced to the eve
under entirely different forms and constructions, in
the mosques and minarets, the fountains and ceme-
teries of the Osmandys. ; Many a beautiful work, of

* Chambers,
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the ancient Greck chisel, has thus been embedded in
a wall, or cut down and defaced to make a Turkish
tombstone ; and many an edifice, constructed in ac-
cordance with the pure styles of architecture, has -
been levelled and used as a quarry. But still, it
must be confessed that somo of the Turkish build-
ings, and more particularly some of the imperial
mosques which have risen in their places, are distin-
guished by grandeur and beauty. Of these imperial
mosques there aro fourteen, each lofty, and magni-
ficent in its general dimensions, and built from base
to dome with excecllent and enduring materials;
chiefly of white marble, tinged with grey. Besides
these, there are sixty ordinary mosques, varying in
size and beauty, but all considerable edifices ; and
then two hundred and more inferior mosques and
messdgids *.

The walls of Byzantium+ were built of large square
stones, 8o joined as, apparently, to form one single
block. They were much loftier on the land side than
towards the water, being naturally defended by the
waves, and in some places by the rocks they are built
on, which project into the sea.

They were of Cyclopian structure §; and of the
workmanship, from what Herodian has said of them,
the masonry was greatly superior to any of the work-
manship now visible in the fortifications. It was sur-
rounded by a wall, made of such immense quadran-
gular masses of stone, and so skilfully adjusted, that
the marvellous masonry, instead of disclosing to view
the separate parts of which it consisted, seemed like
onc entire mass. ¢ The very ruins,” says Herodian,
¢« show the wonderful skill, not only of the persons
who built it, but of those, also, by whom it was
dismantled.”

The wall of Theodosius begins at the castle of
Sovm Towers, whence it traverses the whole western

~ ® Chambers. 3 Clarke. 3 Barthelemy.
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side of the city. This is the only part of the general
wall of the city worth sceing. It is flanked into a
double row of mural towers, and defended by a fosse
about eight yards wide. The same promiscuous
mixture of the works of ancient art—columns, in-
scriptions, bas-reliefs, &c.—seen in the walls of all
the Greek cities, is here remarkably conspicuous.
But the ivy-mantled towers, and the great height of
this wall, added to its crumbling ruinous state, give
it a picturesque appearance, exhibited by no other
city in the Levant: it resembles a series of old
ruined ecastles extending for five miles from sea to
sea *.

Of the eighteen gates, which once existed on the
west side of the city, only seven now remain. The
site of the two temples ereeted by Justinian, as
safequards of the city, may still be ascertained by
their vestiges ; but these have almost disappeared.

The walls, which are well built, are still standing,
and consist of stone terraces from fifty to sixty feet
high, and occasionally from fifteen to twenty feet thiek,
eovered with freestone of a greyish-white colour ; but
sometimes of pure white, and seeming fresh from the
chisel of the mason. At the feet of the walls are the
aneient fosses filled with rubbish and luxuriant loam,
in which trees and pellitories have taken root ages ago,
and now form an impenetrable glacis. The summit
of the wall is almost everywhere crowned with vege-
tation, which overhangs and forms a sort of coping,
surmounted by capital and volute of elimbing plants
and ivy. These walls are so noble, that La Martine
says that, next to the Parthenon and Balbee, they
are the noblest existing memorials of ruined empires.

“ There is nothing either grand or beautiful in

* The whole circumference of the walls measures eighteen miles;
the number of nural towers is four hundred and seventy-eight.
o
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the remains of the brazen column, consisting of the
bodies of three serpents twisted spirally to%et er. It is
about twelve feet in height, and being hollow, the
Turks have filled it with broken tiles, stones, and
other rclics. But in the circumstances of its his-
tory, no critique of ancicnt times can be more inte-
resting. For it onco supported the golden tripod at
Delphi, which the Greeks, after the battle of Plateca,
found in camp of Mardonius *.”

Near the Valide is a corumy of rorPRYRY *t,
gencrally supposed to have supported the statue of
ConstANTINE. It is composed of eight picees, sur-
rounded by as many wreaths or garlands of the same
marble. Not long since it gained the name of Co-
Jonna Brugiata, or burned pillar, having been very
much defaced by the many conflagrations to which
this vast city has been subject.

Near Mesmer-Kiosch § is a view of the summit
of the Corinthian pillar of white marble, fifty feet
high, in the gardens of the seraglio, with the inscrip-
tion—

FORTUNXE REDUCI OB DEVICTOs GOTHOS.

This has been erroncously supposed the column of
Theodora. Pococke mentions that it was taken from
some other part of the town to the seraglio gardens.

It is supported by a handsome capital of verd
antique,

This building §, the mosque of St. Sophia (for-

® *“This fact,” coutinues Dr. Clatke, * lias been so well ascer-
tained, that it will, probably, never be disputed.” ¢ The guardians
of the wost holy relics,” says Gibbon, ‘* would rejoice if they were
able to produce such a chain of evidenco as may be alleged on this
occasion.””  The original consecration in the temple of Delphi is
proved from Herodotus and Pausanias; and its removal by
Zosimns, Luschiue, Socrates, Icclesiasticus, and Sozomen.

+ Lord Sundwich, $ Hobhouse. ¢ Sandwich.
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merly of much larger extent), owes its foundation to
the emperor Justinian, who lived also to see it
finished, A.p. 557. It was dedicated by him to the
wisdom of Giod. This fabric is entirely Gothic.

“In the time of Procopius * its dome might have
seemed suspended by a chain from heaven ; but at
present it exhibits much more of a subterranean
than of an aerial character. The approach to the
Pantheon at Rome, as well as to the spacious aisle
and dome of St. Peter’s, is by ascending; but in
order to get beneath the dome of St. Sophia, the
spectator is conducted down a flight of stairs. * * *
The more we saw of the city, the more we had
reason to be convinced that it remains as it was from
its conquest by the Turks. The interior of St. So-
phia manifestly proves the indisposition of the Turks
towards the decoration of the buildings they found.
* % * There is so much of littleness and bad taste
in the patchwork of its interior decorations, and of
confusion in the piles and buttresses about it, when
viewed externally, that we hardly considered it more
worth visiting than some other mosques, especially
those of sultan Solyman and sultan Achmet.”

This is one of the largest edifices ever built for the
purpose of Christian worship; but though built by
Constantine, it is evident, from the barbarous style
of art which pervades the mass of stone, that it is
the production of a vitiated and declining age. It is
a confused memorial of a taste which no longer
exists. “In its present state,” says La Martine,
¢ 8t. Sophia resembles an immense caravansary of
God ; for there are the columns of the temple of
Ephesus and the figures of the apostles, encircled
with gilded glories, looking down upon the hanging
lamps of the Iman.”

* Clarke,
02
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In-the mosques, called Osmanie, are pillars of
Egyptian granite, twenty-two feet high and three
feet in diameter ; and near it is the ccelebrated sarco-
phagus of red porphyry, called the ZTomb of Constan-
tine, nine feet long, seven feet wide, and five feet
thick, of one entire mass. In the mosque of sultan
Achmet are columns of verde antico, Iigyptian gra-
nite, and white marble. Several antique vases of
glass and earthenware are also there suspended,
exactly as they were in the temples of the ancients
with the votive offerings.

Near the mosque of sultan Achmet®, which is
one of the finest buildings in Constantinople, stands
the Hippodrome, called by the Turks Etmeidon,
which is no other than a translation of the ancient
name ; it being madoe use of at present for exereising
cavalry.

It is a space of ground five hundred and seventy-
four yards in length, and one hundred and twenty-
four in Lreadth, and at one end are two obelisks, the
one of granite fifty-cight feet high, on which are in-
scribed many Ilgyptian hieroglyphics. The pedestal
is adorned with bas-relicvos of but ordinary sculp-
ture, representing different actions of the emperor
Theodosius in relation to the races that were per-
formed in the Ilippodrome. In one place, particu-
larly, he is to be scen crowning a figure who is
supposed to be the person that had carried off the
prize.

The other obelisk is composed of several pieces of
stone, and scems, by many cavities between the
stones, to have been covered with brass plates; which,
together with its height, must have rendered it
superior to the former in magnificence, Between
these obelisks is the Delphie pillar.

* Loitd Sandwich,

4
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The aqueduct of the Roman emperors still remains*,
It was first erected by Hadrian: it was called by
his name; subsequently it bore that of Valens, and
of Theodosius. Being ruined by the Avans in the
reign of Heraclius, it was repaired by one of the
Constantines. In a later period Solyman, called the
Magnificent, finding it gone to decay, caused it to be
restored. It consists of & double line of arches, built
with alternate layers of stone and brick.

Within the walls of Constantinoplet the Greek
emperors had formed, by exeavation, a number o1
immense cisterns, or reservoirs, which were always
to be kept full, and which might supply the capital
in case of siege. One of them, though no longer
performing the office for which it was mtended is
still one of the curiosities of Constantinople, to which
all travellers are conducted. It is a vast subter-
ranean edifice, whose roof is supported by an im-
mensenumber of columns, each column being curiously
formed of three pillars placed one on the top of the
other. The Turks call it the place of the ¢ thou-
sand and one columns”—not that the columns
are really so numerous—but because it is the
favourite number of the oriental nations. Though
the earth has, in part, filled it up, it is still of great
depth.

The whole cavity, aceording to Dr. Walsh, is capa-
ble of containing 1,287,939 cubit feet of water when
full. It is now, however, dry ; and a number of silk-
twisters have taken possession of it, and ply their
trade at the bottom in almost utter darkness. There
is another, also, which still exists as a cistern ; which
Dr. Walsh, who first gave us any account of it,
describes as being a subterraneous lake, extendma
under several streets with an arched roof that covers

* Clarkc. + Chambers.
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and conceals it, supported on three lhundred and

thirty-six maguiﬁccnt pillars.

Some remains of a large antique structure are seen
on the side of the Hippodrome; and it has been con-
jectured that this was the palace of the emperors;
others suppose it to have boen part of the Basilica,
the forin of which Gyllins believes to have been
quadrangular; in opposition to those who had de-
scribed it as an octagon. Tho Basilica was a college
for the instruction of youth. In the reign of Basi-
licus there happened a great fire, and which con-
suming whole streets, with many stately cdifices,
wholly destroyed the Basilica, together with its
library, containing six hundred thousand volumes.
Amongst theso curiosities there was a MS, of the
Iliad and Odyssey, written in letters of gold ; upon
a serpent’s gut, one hundred and twenty feet in
length.

Wheler says that the Seven Towers do not look
strong enough for a castle; but sufficiently so for a
prison ; which was the employment to which it wasput
for great men, or great malefactors, like the Tower of
London. e was not permitted to enter into it; but
he observed that one of the gateways was adorned
with bassi-relievi, or oblong tablets of white mar-
ble. One of these represented the fall of Phacton ;
another Hereules fighting with a bull; another
Hercules combating with Cerberus; and another,
Venus coming to Adonis during the time in which he
is sleeping.

The appearance of these walls, says Hobhouse,
(the work of the second Theodosius), is more vene-
rable than any other Byzantine antiquity ; their
triple ranges rise one above the other in most places
nearly entire, and still retaining their ancient hattle-
ments and towers, which are shaded with large trees,
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which spring from the fosse, and through the rents of
repeated carthquakes.

The intervals between the triple walls, which are
eightcen feet wide, are in many places choked up
with earth and masses of the fallen rampart ; and the
fosse, of twenty-five feet in breadth, is cultivated and
converted into gardens and cherry orchards, with
here and there a solitary cottage. Such is the hemht
of the walls, that to those followmg the road under
them on the outside, none of the mosques or other
buildings of the capital, except the towers of Tekkun-
Sana, are visible ; and as there are no suburbs, this
line of majestic ramparts, defenceless and trembling
with age, might impress upon the mind the notmn,
that the Ottomans had not deigned to inhabit the
eonquered city, but, carrying away its people into
distant captivity, had left it an unresisting prey to
the desolations of time.

The Seven Towers reminded La Martine of the
death of the first sultan, who was immolated by the
Janissaries. Othman was allured by them into the
castle, and perished two days afterwards by the hand
of the vizir Daoud. Shortly after, the vizir himself
was conducted to the Seven Towers, His turban was
torn off his head ; he was made to drink at the same
fountain where the unfortunate Othman had slaked
his thirst ; and he was strangled in the same chamber
in which he had strangled his master. I have seen
the ruins of Athens, of Ephesus, and Delphi,” says
Lord Byron; “Ihavetraversed great part of Turkey;
and many other parts of Europe and some of Asia;
but I never beheld a work of nature or art, wluch
vielded an impression like the prospect, on each side,
from the Seven Towers to the Golden Horn.”

* Barthelemi; Wheler; Gibbon ; Sandwich; Hobhouse ; Byron;
Clarke; La Martine ; Chambers; Parker.
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NO. XX.—CAIRO (OLD).

Tus city is said, by some, to have been fotmdod
by Semirainis, \\hcn she invaded Lgypt; others sup-
pose it to have been erccted by the Persians nnder
Cambyses in the place where Latopolis formerly
stood. Strabo, however, asserts, that it was built by
some barbarians who had retired thither by permis-
sion of their so‘erclgn, and that in his time the
Romans kept in garrison there one of the three legions
that were kept in Egypt.

It is now called Fostat, and is situate between
Grand Cairo and the Nile. It succeeded Memphis
as the capital of Egypt; the history, therefore, of this
place merges in the general one of Egypt.

According to Ehnanim in his history of the Arabs,
Amrou, son of Eleas, built Masr Fostat on the spot
where he had formed his camp previously to his
besieging Alexandria. The governors sent by the
caliphs afterwards made it their place of residence.
The situation on the banks of the Nile, and near to
land that communicated with the Red Sea, soon made
it very flourishing.

It was about two leagues in circumference, when,
five hundred years after its foundation, it was deli-
vered up by Schaonar, king of Egypt,in order to
prevent its falling under the Frencl (dnrm the
crusades), who set fire to it. Tho conflagration lasted
fifty-four days. The unfortunate inhabitants quitted
the ashes, and took refuge in New Cairo, which then
assumed the name of Masr, and the formcr one of
Fo:-tat was lost.

Its environs are now scattered over with ruins,
which indicate its ancient extent; and which, were
history defective, would snfficiently attest it to be
comparatively modern.  They want the majestic
characted thie/ Egyvptiaus/ gavo' o) theircedifices]and
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the impression of which time cannot efface. Neither
sphynx, column, nor obelisk, can be found among
those heaps of rubbish.

At this place, however, are still to be scen
Joseph’s granaries ; if this appellation may be given
to a large space of ground, surrounded by walls
twenty feet high, and divided into courts, without
any roof or covering. But the only things worth
seeing in the ancicnt Cairo are the castle, and the
aqueduct that conveys the water of the Nile into
the castle. It is supported by three hundred and
fifty narrow and very lofty arcades.

These are thus described by Rollin:—The castle of
Cairo is one of the greatest curiosities in Egypt. It
stands on the hill without the city, has a rock for its
foundation, and is surrounded with walls of a vast
height and solidity. You go up to the castle by a
way hewn out of the rock, and which is of so easy
ascent, that loaded horses and camels get up without
difficulty. The greatest rarity in this castle is
Joseph’s Well ; so called, either because the Egyptians
are pleased with ascribing their most remarkable
particulars to that great man, or because there is
really such a tradition in the country. This is a
proof, at least, that the work in question is very
ancient ; and it is certainly worthy the magnificence
of the most powerful kings of Egypt. This well has,
as it were, two stories, cut out of a rock to a pro-
digious depth. One descends to the reservoir of
water between the two wells by a staircase seven or
eight feet broad, consisting of two hundred and
twenty steps, and so contrived, that the oxen em-
ployed to throw up the water, go down with all
imaginable ease; the descent being scarcely per-
ceptible.  The well is supplied by a spring, which is
almost the only one in the whole country. The oxen

. aré gontintially turning o wheel withr alrope, te: which



202 RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES.

buckets are fastened. The water thus drawn from
tho first and lowermost well is eonveyed by a little
canal into a reservoir which forms the second well,
from whence it is drawn to the top in the same -
manner, and then conveyed by pipes to all parts of
the castle.

The remains of Egyptian Babylon merit attention,
says Mr. Wilkinson; and, among other ohjects shown
by the monks, who live there, is a chamber of the Vir-
gin, the traditions concerning which have been treated
by the credulous with the same pious feelings as the
tree at Heliopolis. The station of Babylon is evi-
dently of Roman construction, and probably the
same that is mentioned by Strabo, in which one of
the three Roman legions was quartered. It formed
part of the town of Iostat, built by Amer, near the
ruins of Babylon, and the mosque, called after him,
marks the spot of his encampment, which subse-
quently became the centre of the city he had founded.
The exterior of the Roman station still reminds us of
its former strength, which defied the attacks of the
Arab invaders for seven months, and its solid walls
still contain a village of Christian inhabitants. Over
the triangular pediment of the doorway, which is on
the south side, appears to have been an inscription,
long since removed ; and in an upper chamber above
one of the bastions of this now-closed entrance, is an
old Christian record, sculptured on wood, of the time
of Dioclesian, which is curious from its material and
the state of its preservation.

Near Cairo are some ancient catacombs. These
are situated beneath a mound in the middle of a
plain, adjoining the pyramids of Saccara, which lies
beneath the sandy surface. Dr. Clarke ascended into
them by means of a rope-ladder. “The first chamber
he entered contained scattered fragments of mum-
wnies, whicli had loriginally béen placed ona: shelf cut
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out of the rock, and extending breast-high the whole
length of this apartment: there are two tiers or
stories of these chambers, one above the other, all
presenting the same appearance of violation and dis-
order, and smelling very offensively. At some dis-
- tance from these, which were apparently appropriated
to man, are those in which the sacred birds and ani-
mals were deposited ; one apartment of which Dr.
Clarke found filled with earthen jars entire, laid
horizontally in tiers on one another, something like
bottles in a wine-bin. They were about fourteen
inchies long, and conical in form, the cover being
fixed on by some kind of cement ; when opened, they
were found to contain the bodies of birds (the ibis),
with white feathers tipped with black, or the heads
of monkeys, cats, and other animals, all carefully
bandaged up in linen.

Old Cairo sustained all the evils of a great famine
in the year of Christ 597. We adopt the aceount
given of this calamity from the Encyclopaedia Lon-
dinensis :—*“ Of the number of poor who perished
with hunger,” says Abtollatiph, ‘it is impossible to
form any probable estimate; but I will give the
reader some information on this subject, whence he
may form a faint idea of the mortality with which ~
Egypt was then afflicted. In Mesr, and Cairo, and
their confines, wherever a person turned he could not
avoid stumbling over some starved object, either
already dead, or in the agonies of death.”

From Cairo alone nearly five hundred were daily
carried out to the burying-ground ; and so great was
the mortality in Mesr, that the dead were thrown
out without the walls, where they remained un-
buried.

But afterwards, when the survivors were no longer
able to throw out the dead bodies, they were left
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wherever they expired, in the houses, shops, or streets.
The limbs of the dead were even cut in pieces, and
used for food ; and instead of receiving the last oftices
from their friends, and being decently interred, their -
remains were attended by persons who were employed
in roasting or baking them.

In all the distant provinces and towns the inhabit-
ants became entircly extinet, except in the principal
cities, and some of the large towns, such as Kous
Ashmunein, Mahalla, &c., and even there but a few .
survived.

In those days a traveller might pass through a
city without finding in it one human creature alive.
Ile saw the houses open, and the inhabitants dead on
their faces, some grown putrid, and others who had
recently expired. If ho entered into the houses, he
found them full of goods, but no one to make use
of them ; and he saw nothing wherever he turned,
but a dreadful solitude, and a universal desolation.
This account rests not on the information and autho-
rity of a single person, but of many, whose several
assertions mutually confirmed each other. One of
these gave information in the following words :—
“ We entered a city, where no living creature
was to be found; we went into the liouses, and
there we saw the inhabitants prostrate and dead, all
lying in a wretched group on the gronnd,—the hus-
band, the wife, and the children. Hence we passed
into another city, which contained, as we had heard,
four hundred shops of weavers: it was now a desert
like the former,—the artificer had expired in his
shop, and his family lay dead around him. A third
city, which we afterwards visited, appeared like the
former,—a scenc of death and desolation. Being
obliged to reside in this place for some time, for the
purpose of agriculture, we ordered persons to throw
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the bodies of the dead into the hole at the rate of
ten for a diakemm. Wolves and hyenas resorted hkere
in great numbers to fecd on the corpses®.”

NO. XXI.—CANNZE.

Canyz is a small village of Apulia, near the
Aufidus, famous for a battle between Hannibal and
the Romans; and as the spot where the battle
was fought is still pointed out by the inhabitants,
and is still denominated ¢the field of blood,” we
shall refresh the memories of our readers with an
account of it. Both armies having often removed
from plaee to place, came in sight of each other near
Cannze, As Hannibal was encamped in a level open
eountry, and his eavalry much superior to that of the
Romans, Amilius did not think proper to engage in
such a place. He was for drawing the enemy into
an irregular spot, where the infantry might have the
greatest share of the action. But his colleague, who
was wholly inexperienced, was of a contrary opinion.
The troops on each side were, for some time, con-
tented with skirmishes; but, at last, one day when
Varro had the command, for the two consuls took it
by turns, preparations were made on both sides for
battle. Aimilius had not been consulted; yet, though he
extremely disapproved the conduct of ‘his colleaoue,
as it was not in his power to prevent it, he seconded
him to the utmost. The two armies were very un-
equal in numbers. That of the Romans, including
the allies, amountedto eighty thousand foot, and about
six thousand horse; and that of the Cartlnmmzms
consisted but of forty thousand foot, all well dis-
ciplined, and of ten thousand horse. AEmilius eom-
manded the right wing of the Romans; Varro the
left ; and Servilius was posted in the centre. Han-

* Elmanim ; ; Sonnini ; Browne ; Brewster ; Clarke ; Eneyclop,
Londinensis ; Rees 3" lekmsou.
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nibal, who had the art of taking all advantages, h;ﬂ
posted himself so as the south wind should blow
directly in the faces of the Romans during the fight*,

and cover them with dust. Then keeping the river °

Aufidus on his left, and posting his cavalry on the
wings, he formed his main body of the Spanish
and Gallic infantry, which he posted in the centre,
with half the African heavy armed foot on the right,
and half on their left, on the same line with the
cavalry. His army heing thus drawn up, he put
himself at the head of the Spanish and Gallie infantry,
and having drawn themselves out in a line, advaneced
to begin the battle, rounding his front as he advanced
near the enemy. The fight soon began, and the
Roman legions that were i the wings, seeing their
centre firmly attacked, advanced to charge the enemy
in flank. Hannibal’s main body, after a brave resist-
ance, finding themselves furiously attacked on all
sides, gave way, being overpowered in numbers. The
Romans having pursued them with eager confusion,
the two wings of the African infantry, which was
fresh, well armed, and in good order, wheeled about
on a sudden towards that void space in which the
Romans had thrown themseclves in disorder, and
attacked them vigorously on both sides without
allowing them time to recover themselves, or leaving
them ground to draw up. In the mean time, the
two wings of the cavalry having defeated those of the
Romans, which were much inferior to them, advanced
and charged the rest of the Roman infantry, which
being surrounded at once on every side by the ene-
my’s horse and foot, was all cut to picces, after havin

fought with great bravery. /Kmilins heing covcrc§
with wounds, he received in the fight, was afterwards
killed by a body of the enemy to whom he was not
known. Above_seventy thonsand men fell in this
MV Caiil = DIgIAZRge4Iy MICTOSTIT &7
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Lattle ; and the Carthaginians, so great was their
fury, did not give over the slanghter till HHannibal,
in the very heat of it, cried out to them several
times, ¢ Stop, soldiers, spare the vanquished.” Ten
thonsand mcn, who had been left to guard the
camps, surrendered themselves prisoners of war
after the battle. Varro, the consul, retired to Venusia
with only seventy horse; and about four thousand
men escaped into the neighbouring cities. Ilannibal
remained master of the field, he being chiefly indebted
for this, as well as for his former victories, to the
superiority of his cavalry over the Romans. Maherbal,
one of the Carthaginian generals, advised Hannibal to
march directly to Rome, promising him that within
five days they should sup in the capital. IHannibal,
answering, that it was an affair that required mature
examination—* I see,” replies Maherbal, ¢ that the
gods have not endowed the same men with all talents.
rYou, Hannibal, know how to conquer, but not to
make the best use of a victory.” It is pretended
that this delay saved Rome and the empire. Many
authors, and among the rest Livy, charge Hannibal
on this oceasion as if guilty of a capital error. But
others, more reserved, are not for condemning without
evident proofs, so renowned a general, who, in the
rest of his conduct, was never wanting either in pru-
dence to make choice of the best expedient, or in
readiness to put his designs in execution. They,
besides, are inclined to judge favourably of him from
the authority, or, at least, the silence of Polybius,
who, speaking of the memorable consequences of this
celebrated battle, says, ¢ That the Carthaginians were
firmly persuaded, that they should possess themselves
of Rome at the first assauli:” but then he does not
mention how this could possibly have been effected ;
as that city was very populous, warlike, strongly
fortified, and defended with a garrison of two legions;
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nor does he anywhere give the least hint that such
a project was feasible, or that Hannibal did wrong,
in not attempting to put it in execution. !

Soon after the battle of Cannwe, Hannibal de- -
spatched his brother to Carthage with the news of his
victory ; and at the same time to demand succours, in
order that he might be enabled to put an end to the
war. Mago heing arrived, made, in full senate, a
lofty speech, in which he extolled his brother’s ex-
ploits, and displayed the great advantages he had
gained over the Romans.  And to give a more lively
idea of the greatness of the victory, by speaking in
some measure to the eye, he poured out in the middle
of the senate a bushel of gold rings which had been
taken from such of the Roman nobility as had fallen
in the battle.

A ridge of low hills *, bare of wood, and laid out
in grass or corn land, confines the river for four miles,
at the end of which, bounded by knolls, stood the
city of Cannm. The traces of the town, however,
are very faint, consisting of fragments of altars, cor-
nices, gates, walls, vaults, and under-ground granaries.
“ My eyes ranged at large over the vast expanse
of unvaricgated plains,” says Mr. Swinburne: “ all
was silent; not a man, not an animal, appeared to
enliven the scene. We stood on runins and over
vaults ; the banks of the river were desert and wild.
My thoughts naturally assumed the tint of the dreary
prospect, as I reflected on the fate of Carthage and of
Rome.  Rome recovered from the blow she reeeived
in these fields; but her liberty, her fame, and tro-
phies, have long been levelled in the dust. Carthage
lies in ruins less discernible than those of the paltry
walls of Cannz ; the very traces of themn have almost
vanished from the face of the carth. The daring
projects, marches, and exploits of her hero, even the
Ji CaliT = Uigitssaticda)
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vietory, obtained upon this spot, would, like thou-
sands of other human achievements, have been long
buried in oblivion, had not his very enemies consigne
him to immortality ; for the annals of Carthage exist
no more.”

The peasants showed Mr. Swinburne some spurs
and heads of lances, which.had been turned up by the
plough 2 short time before he visited the spot, and
toldﬁim, that horse-loads of armour and weapons had
been found and carried away at different times *,

NO. XXII.—CAPUA.

Carua,once the ehief city of Campania,was founded
by Capys, who is described as having been the father,
or rather the eompanion, of Anchises. It was at
ono time so opulent, that it was called ¢ the other
Rome.”

Perhaps our readers will have no objection to have
their memories refreshed byan allusion to the mistake,
committed at this place by Hannibal. The details
of it will give some variety to our page. It is thus
related by Rollin, from the luminous page of Livy:—
¢ The battle of Canna subjected the most powerful
nations of Italy to Hannibal, drew over to his interest
Grzcia Magna; also wrested from the Romans their
most aneient allies, amongst whom the Capuans held
the first rank. This eity, by the fertility of its soil,
its advantageous situation, and the blessings of a long
peace, had risen to great wealth and power. Luxury,
and a flow of pleasures, the usnal attendants on wealth,
had eorrupted the minds of all the citizens, who, from
their natural inclination, were but too much addicted
to voluptuousness and all excesses. Hannibal made
choice of this eity for his winter-quarters. There it
was that his soldiers, who had sustained the most
grievous toils, and braved the most formidable dan-

* Rollin' j Swinburne,
© VoL. L. r
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gers, were overthrown by delights and a profusion of
all things, iuto which they plunged with the greater
rmess as they, till then, had been entire strangers
to them. Their courage was so enervated in this
bewitching retirement, that all their after-efforts
were owing rather to the fanie and splendour of their
former victories than to their present strength. When
Hannibal marched his forces ont of the city, one
would have taken them for other men, and the
reverse of those who had so lately marehed into it.
Accustomed, during the winter scason, to commo-
dious lodgings, to ease and plenty, they were no
longer alﬁe to bear hunger, thirst, long marches,
watchings, and the other toils of war ; not to mention
that all obedience, all discipline, were laid aside.”
Livy thinks that Hannibals stay at Capna is a
reproach to his conduct ; and pretends that he there
was guilty of an infinitely greater error than when he
neglected to march directly to Rome after the battlo
of Cannz :—* For this dclay,” says Livy, ¢ might
secm only to have retarded his victory ; whereas tins
last misconduct rendered him absolutely ineapable of
ever defeating the cnemy. In a word, as Marcellus
observed judiciously afterwards, Capua was td the
Carthaginians and their general, what Canna had
been to the Romans. There their martial genius,
their love of discipline, were lost ; there their former
fame, and their almost certain hopes of future glory,
vanished at once, and, indeed, from thenceforth, the
affairs of Hannibal advanced to their declino by swift
steps; fortune declared in favour of prudence, and
victory scemed now reconciled to the Romans,” It is
doubted, however, whether Livy has rcason to impute
all these fatal consequences to the agrecable abode at
Capna. It might, indeed, have been one cansc, but this
wonld be a very inconsiderable one; and the bravery
with which thio forcés of Hannibal afterwards defeated
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the armies of consuls and preetors; the towns they
took even in sight of the Romans; their main-
taining their conquests so- vigorously, and staying
fourteen years after this in Italy in spite of the
Romans ; all these circumstances may induce us to
believe that Livy lays too much stress on the delights
of Capua. In fact, the chief cause of the decay of
Hannibal’'s affairs was his want of necessary supplies -
and succours from Carthage.

The revolt of Capua to the Carthaginians proved
its ruin; for when taken by the consuls Fulvius and
Claudius, it was punished for its perfidy. Genserie,
the Vandal, however, was more cruel than the Romans
had been ; for he massacred the inhabitants and burned
the town to the ground. Narses rebuilt it; but in
84! it was totally destroyed by an army of Saracens,
- and the inhabitants driven to the mountains *, Some
time after the retreat of these savage invaders, the
Lombards ventured down again into the plain; but
not deeming their force adequate to the defence of so
great a circuit as the large city, they built themselves
a smaller one on the river, and called it Capua.

In 1501 this new city was taken by storm by the
French, who, according to Guicciardini and Giannone,
committed the most flagitious acts of rapine, lust,
and enormity.

« The amphithéatre of Old Capua,” says Mr.
Forsyth, ¢ recals to us the sublime image of Spar-
tacus. It resembles the Coliseum in its form and in
its fate. Both were raised on magnificent designs—
negligently executed. Both have suffered from bar-
barians and from modern builders; but the solitude
of the Campanian ruin has exposed it to greater
dilapidation than the Roman has yet undergone.
Part of its materials has emigrated to modern
Capua; a part is buried in its own arena. The first

] * Swinburne,
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order of columns is half interred ; the second has nono
entire.”

Though much defaced by the loss of its marble *,
this structure offers many ornaments peculiar to rtse}f
It is considerably smaller than the Flavian amphi-
theatre at Rome ; but worthy of the first among the
. second cities of the empire: the monuments still to
be seen on the spot are certainly of a date long posterior
to Capua’s independence, and even to that of Roman
liberty. The lower order of the amphitheatre is
Tuscan ; the second Doric.  What the upper ones
were cannot be ascertained : on the keystone of each
arcade was the bust of a deity of a colossal size and
coarse exccution, much too massive for tho rest of
the work. It had four entrances, and was built of
briek, faced with stonc or marble. The little value
set upon brick has preserved it; while the other
materials have been torn down to mend roads and
build cottages.

“ From Caserta,” says Mr. Forsyth, ¢it is but
half an hour’s ride to the remains of ancient Capuat.
Some tombs on the road, though ruined and encum-
bered with bushes, display a varicty of sepulchral
forms, unknown during the Roman republic. Most
of the Campanian tombs, anterior to Ceesar, had been
demolished by his soldiers, while scarching for painted
vases; for Capna, though late in learning the ceramic
art, was more productive than the rest of Campania.”
Vases have lately been discovered here in great
variety, and antiquaries find out purposes for them
all; either in the form, or the size, or the painting, or
tlwlr own nmmn'\tlon 173

¢ anburne 1+ Forsyth
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NO, XXIHII.—CARTHAGE.

CartuAGE was founded by the Tyrians about the
year of the world 3158, and 846 before Christ ; that
18, at the period in which Joash was king of Judah.
Its empire lasted about seven hundred.years.

The Carthaginians were indebted to the Tyrians
not only for their origin, but their manners, customs,
laws, religion, and their general application to eom=
merce. They spoke the same language with the
Tyrians, and these the same with the Canaanites and
Israelites ; that is, the Ilebrew ; er at least a language
entirely derived from it.

The strict union, which always subsisted between
the Pheenicians and Carthaginians, is remarkable.
‘When Cambyses had resolved to make war upon the
latter, the Pheenieians, who formed the ehief strength
of his fleet, told him plainly, that they could not
serve him against their countrymen : and this decla-
ration obliged that prince to lay aside his design.
The Carthamm'ms on their side, were never forgetful
of the country from whence they camne, and to which
they owed their origin. They sent regularly every
year to Tyre a ship freighted with presents, as a
quit-rent or acknowledgment, paid to their ancient
country ; and its tutelar gods had an annual sacrifice
offered to them by the Carthaginians, who considered
them as their protectors. They never failed to send
thither the first fruits of their revenues, nor the
tithe of the spoils taken from their enemies, or
offerings to Hercules, one of the principal gods of
Tyre and Carthage.

The foundation of Carthage is aseribed to Elisa, a
Tyrian princess, better known by the name of Dido.
She married her relation, whose name was Sichzaus.
Her brother was Pigmalion, king of Tyre. Sichzeus
being extremely nch Plgmahon put him to.death in
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order to seize upon his wealth ; but the plan did not
suceeed ; for Dido managed to elude his avarice, by
withdrawing from the city with all her husband’s
possessions.  Taking all these out to sea, she wan-
dered about for some time ; till, coming to the gulf]
on the borders of which Utica stood, about fiftcen
miles from Tunis, then but too well known for its
corsairs, she landed for the purpose of considering what
plan it would be proper to pursue. Invited by the
liope of profit, the people of the neighbouring country
soon began to frequent the new settlement ; and those
brought others from more distant parts, and the town
soon began to wear an air of importance.

Utica having also been raised by a colony from
Tyre, its inhabitants entered into friendship with the
new comers. They deputed envoys with considerable
presents, and exhorted them to build a eity. This
exhortation was seconded by the natives of the coun-
try. All things conspiring to so great an object,
Dido immediately entered into a treaty with the
natives for a certain portion of land, and having
agreed to pay an annual tribute to the Africans for
the ground on which the town was to stand, she
built that eelebrated city, so universally known, and
gave it the name of Carthada, or Carthage, a word
signifying the ¢ New City *.”

Dido was soon sought in marriage by tho king of
Gietulia, named Iarbus.  Having determined on never
marrying again, out of compliment to her lost hus-
band, Sichmus, she desired time for consideration.
We must now follow the true history, and neglect
the false one; that is, we must follow Justin, and
altogether disregard Virgil ; since, to answer tho
purposes of his poem, as well as those of a political
nature, he has fixed the building of Carthage no less

® The tale about purchasing so much land as an ox’s hide would
Loyad Wil g & 1aeve. pootieill Betioniy(1s of) eourse otnjtréds
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than three hundred years before the period in which
it actually occurred.

Justin’s account is this* :—¢ Iarbus, king of the
Mauritanians, sending for ten of the principal Cartha-
ginians, demanded Dido in marriage, threatening to
declare war against her.in case of refusal. The
ambassadors, bemg afraid to deliver the message of
Iarbus, told hcr, with punic honesty, that he wanted
to have some person sent him, who was capable of
civilizing and polishing himself and his Africans;
but there was no possibility of finding any Carthagi-
nian, who would be willing to quit his native place
and kindred, for the conversation of barbarians, who
were as savage as the wildest beasts. Here the
queen, with indignation, interrupted them, asking
if they were not ashamed to refuse living in any
manner which might be beneficial to their country,
to which they owed their lives. They then delivered

“the king’s message, and bade her set them a pattern,
and sacrifice herself to her country’s welfare. Dido,
being thus ensnared, called on Sichzus, with tears
and lamentations, and answered that she would go
where the fate of her city called her. At the expi-
ration of three months she ascended the fatal pile,
and with her last breath told the spectators, that she
was going to her husband, as they had ordered her.”

The first war made by the Carthaginians was
against the. Africans, in order to free themselves from
the tribute they had engaged to pay. In this, how-
ever, they were foiled. They afterwards carried
their arms against the Moors and Numidians, and
won conquest from both. They had then a dispute
with Cyrene, on account of their respective limits.
This quarrel was settled without much trouble. They
soon after conquered Sardinia, Majorca, and Minorca.
Then they added many cmes in Spain to their

* Lib; xxiii. ch. 6
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conquests ; though it is not known at what period
they entered that country, nor how far they extended
their conquests. Their conquests were slow at the
first ; but in the process of time, they subjugated
nearly the whole country. They became soon after
masters of nearly all Sicily. This excited the jealousy
of the Romans; and Sicily became an arena for the
trial of their respective strength. ¢ What a fine field
of battle,” said Pyrrhus, as he left that island, “de
wo leave the Carthaginians and Romans !” ‘

The wars between Rome and Carthage were three,
and they are called, in the history of the former city,
“Punic” wars. The first lasted twenty-four years ;
then there was an interval of peace, but that expired
at the eml of twenty-four years more. Tho second
Punic war took up seventeen years ; and then ensned
another interval of forty-nine years; followed by the
third Punic war, which terminated, after a contest of
four years and some months, in the total destruction
of Carthage.

The first was terminated in a treaty to the follow-
ing effect*, that *there shall be peace between the

* Polybins has transmitted to us a treaty of peace concladed
between Philip, aon of Demetrius, king of Macedon, and tho Car-
thaginians, in which the great respeet and veneration of the latter
for the dvity, their jnherent persuasion that tho gods assist and
preside over human affairs, and particularly over the solemn treatice
made in their name and presence, are strongly displayed. Mention
is therein made of five or six different orders of deitics ; and this
enumecration appears very extraordinary in a public instrument, such
as a treaty of peace concluded between two nations.  We will here
present our reader with the very words of the historian, as it will
give some idea of the Carthaginian theology. * This treuty was con-
clnded in the presence of Jupiter, Juno, and Apollo; in the presence
of the deetnon or genins (3aiuoros) of the Carthaginians, of Hereules
and Iolans; in the presence of Mars, Triton, and Neptune ; in the
prescnce of all the confederate gods of the Carthaginians; and of
the sun, the moon, and the earth; in the presence of the rivers,
meads, and waters ; in the prescuco of all those gods who posscss
Caithage.’?—RoOLLIN. 1
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Carthaginians and Romans, on the following condi-
tions:—The Carthaginians shall evacuate all Sicily;
shall no longer make war against the Syracusans or
their allies; shall restore to the Romans, without
ransom, all the prisoners whom they shall have
taken from them ; pay one thousand talents of silver
immediately; and two thousand two hundred talents
of silver within the space of ten years; and, also,
depart out of all the islands situated between Italy
and Sieily.” Sardinia was not comprehended in this
treaty ; but they gave it up in a treaty some years
after. This was the longest war that had then been
known in any country; it having lasted four-and-
twenty years, ¢ The obstinacy in disputing for em-
pire,” says the historian, * was equal on both sides ;
the same resolution, the same greatness of soul, in
forming as well as in executing of projects being
equal on both sides. The Carthaginians had the
superiority over the Romans, with regard to naval
affairs ; the strength and swiftness of their vessels ;
the working of them ; the skill and eapacity of their
pilots ; the knowledge of coasts, shallows, roads and
winds ; and in the inexhaustible fund of wealth which
furnished all the expenses of so long and obstinate
a war.

The qualities and capabilities of the Romans were
of a different character. They had none of the advan-
tages above stated ; but their courage, and regard for
the public good, are said to have supplied all of
them ; and their soldiers were greatly superior to
those of Carthage, not only in skill but in courage.

The Carthaginians had scarcely closed the war
with the Romans, than they were engaged in another
against the mereenaries who had served under them
in Sicily. This was a short but a very sanguinary
war. These mereenaries being returned to the neigh-
bourhood of. Carthage, were, unjustly treated, inmot
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being paid the wages they had earned by the assist-
ance they had given.  Complaints, seditious and
insolent murmurs, were heard on every side. These
troops being composed of different nations, who were
strangers to one another’s language, were incapable of
hearing reason when they once mutinied. They eon-
sisted of Gauls, Ligurians, Spaniards, and natives of
the Balearic islands ; a great number of Greek slaves
and deserters ; and a large number of Africans.

These troops having been trifled with by the
Carthaginian government, the members of which
attempted to defraud them of no small share of what
they had carned, broke out into ungovernable fury,
and being twenty thousand strong, marched towards
Carthage, and encamped at Tunis, a city not far from
the metropolis.

The insurgents now began to act the part their
employers had sct them the example of. They rose
in their demands far above what was dune to them;
and the Carthaginians at length saw the error of
having given way to a dishonest policy. The points
at issue, however, were at last, in a great measure,
arranged, when two soldiers among the mercenarics
found means to raise the whole of their comrades into
mutiny, and engaged several cities to take up their
canse. Their army amounted, after a while, to seventy
thousand men. Carthage had never been in such
urgent danger before. The command of the army
was given to Hanno. Troops were levied by land and
sea ; horse as well as foot. All the citizens capable
of bearing arns were mustered ; all their ships were *
refitted ; and mercenaries were enlisted from all parts.
On the other hand, the insurgents harassed them
with perpetual alarms, advancing to their walls by
night as well as by day.

When the mereenaries, who had been left in Sar-
dinia, hicard; of what tlieir. eémnradés’ bad-effectedzin
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Africa, they shook off their yoke in imitation, mur-
dered the general who commanded them, and all the
Carthaginians who served under him; and a sue-
ecssor, who was sent from Carthage, also the forces
which had accompanied him, went over to the rebels.
They hung the new general on a eross, and put all
the Carthaginians then in Sardinia to the sword,
after making them suffer inexpressible torments,
They then besieged all the cities one after another,
and soon got possession of the whole country.

When they had effected this, they quarrelled
among themselves ; and the natives taking advantage
of that, became soon enabled to drive tiem out of
the island. They took refuge in Italy, where, after
some scruples on the part of the Romans, they in-
duced that people to sail over to Sardinia, and render
themselves masters of it. When the Carthaginians
heard of this, they were highly indignant; and the
matter terminated, at length, in what is called the
Second Punic war. :

This war had many remote causes besides the one
we have just stated: but for these, as well as its
astonishing variety of incidents and fortunes, we must
refer to the various histories of the two states. We can
only state the issue. We cannot, however, deny
ourselves the satisfaction of quoting what Rollin says
with regard to the general subject :—* Whether we
consider the boldness of the enterprises; the wisdom
employed in the execution ; the obstinate efforts of the
two rival nations, and the ready resources they found
intheir lowest ebb of fortune; the variety of uncommon
events, and the uncertain issue of so long and bloody a
war; or, lastly, the assemblage of the most perfect
‘modelsin every kind of merit ; we cannot but consider
them as the most instructive lessons that occur in his-
tory, either with regard to war, policy, or government.
Neither did two more powerful, or; at-least, miore
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warlike states or nations make war against each other ;
and noever had thoso in question seen themselves
raised to a more exalted pitch of power and glory.”

Though, as we have already hinted, there wero
many remote causes for this war, the more immediate
one was tho taking of Saguntum by the Cartha-
ginian general, Haunibal.  We shall speak of the
fall of this city when we come to deseribe its ruins,
which still remain.

Words, wo are told, could never express the grief
and consternation with which the news of the taking
of Saguntum was received at Rome. The senate
sent immediately deputies to Carthage to inquire
whether Saguntum had been besieged by order of
the republic; and, if so, to declare war: or, in case
the sicge had been undertaken solely Ly the autho-
rity of Hannibal, that he should be delivered up to
the Romans. The senate not giving any answer to
this demand, onc of the deputies took up the folded
lappet of his robe, and said in a proud voice, ¢ I
bring here cither peace or war; the choice is left to
yourselves.” To this the senate answered, ¢ We
leave the chioice to you.” The deputy then declared,
“I give you war then.” ¢ And we,” answered the
senate, ‘“ as heartily accept it; and wo are resolved
to prosecute it with the same cheerfulness.” Such
was the beginning of the second Punic war.

During this war Haunibal made his celebrated
march over the Alps. e entered Italy, and fought
the battles of Tieinus, Trebia, Thrasymene, and
Cannz. Ie besieged Capua, and then Rome. In
the mean time Scipio conquers all Spain; and
having been appointed consul, he sets sail for Africa,
and carrics the war into the bosom of the Cartha-
ginian state.  Success attended him every where,

Wlhen the council of “ one hundred” found this,
they, deputed thirty, of; their/body to the tent, of the
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Roman general, when they all threw themselves
prostrate upon the earth, such being the custom of
the country, spoke to him in terms of great submis-
sion, and accused Hannibal of being the author of all
their calamitics, and promised, in the name of the
senate, implicit obedience to whatever the Romans
should be pleased to ordain.

Scipio answered, that though he was come into
Africa for conquest, and not for peace, he would,
nevertheless, grant them one, upon condition, that
they should deliver up all the Roman prisoners and
deserters; that they should recal their armies out of
Gaul and Italy; that they should never set foot
again in Spain ; that they should retire out of all the
islands between Italy and Africa; that they should
deliver up all their ships except twenty; give the
Romans five hundred thousand bushels of wheat ;
three hundred thousand of barley; and, moreover,
pay to the Romans fifteen thousand talents. -

These terms the Carthaginians consented to; but
their compliance was only in appearance : their design
being to gain time to recal Ilannibal. That general was
then in Italy. Rome was almost within his grasp.
He had, perhaps, seized it, had he marched thither
immediately on gaining the battle of Cannz. The
order to return home overwhelmed him with in-
dignation and sorrow. ¢ Never banished man,”
says Livy, ¢ showed so much regret at leaving his
native country as Hannibal did in going ont
of that of an enemy.” He was exasperated al-
most to madness to see himself thus forced to quit
his prey. Arriving in his own country— for we must
hasten our narrative—that celebrated meeting be-
tween the two generals at Zama took place, which
makes so conspicuous a figure in Roman and Car.
thaginian history.

The issue. of - this) mecting was a battle, in.which
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the Carthaginiaus, after an obstinate engagement,
took to ﬂlght leaving ten thousand men on the field
of battle. Hannibal escaped in the tumult, and
entering Carthage, owned that he was overthrown ; B
that the disastcr was irrecoverable; and that the
citizens had no other choice left but to acecept what-
ever terms the conqueror chose to impose.

After some difliculty and opposition in the Car-
thaginian senate, peace was agreed upon.  The terms
were exceedingly hard. They were these :—that the
Carthaginians should continue free and preserve their
laws, temtones and the citics they possessed in Africa
during the war. That they should deliver up to the
Rowaus all deserters, slaves, and captives belonging to
them ; all their ships, except ten triremes; all their
tame clephants; and that they should not train up any
more for war. That they should not make war out of
Africa, nor even in that country, without obtaining
leave for that purpose of the Roman people ; shonld
restore to Masinissa all they had dispossessed either
him or his ancestors of ; should furnish money and
corn to the Roman auxiliaries, till their ambassadors
should be rcturned from Rome; should pay to the
Romans ten thousand Euboic talents * of silver in
fifty annual payments, and give one hundred hostages,
who should be nominated by Scipio.

These were hard terms indeed ; and when Scipio
burnt all the ships, to the amount of five hundred in
the harbour of Carthage, these ships which had
been the cause of all the power of Carthage, Car-
thage appeared to its inhabitants as if it never conld
recover ; nor, indeed, did it ever do so. The blow
was fatal.

This war lasted seventeen years: the peace which
sucocchd ﬁfty Ve 'lwcnty-ﬁvc years after it was

KR 750 000/, ; thal is, 35, 0001, annually.
1 Potybiue -cquamu us, that the raification of /thie articles of



RUINS OF ANCIENT. CITIES. 223

concluded, Hannibal poisoned himself at the court of
Prusias.

We must now pass to the war, which soon after
occurred between the Carthaginians and Masinissa,
king of Numidia. In this war the Carthaginians
were, in the end, worsted. Scipio the younger, who
afterwards destroyed Carthage, was present at the
battle. He had been sent by Lucullus, who com-
manded in Spain, to Masinissa to desire some ele-
phants. During the whole engagement, he is repre-
sented as standing upon a neighbouring hill ; and
was greatly surprised to see Masinigsa, then eighty-
eight years of age, mounted, agreeably to the custom
of his country, on a horse without a saddle, flying
from rank to rank like a young officer, and sustaining
the most arduous toils. The fight was very obsti-
nate, and continued all day; but at last the Cartha-
ginians gave way, and Masinissa afterwards turned
their camp into a blockade, so that no provisions
could reach them. A famine ensued, and then the
plague. They were, in conscquence, reduced to
agreeing to the king’s terms, which were no other
than these :—to deliver up all deserters; to pay five
thousands talents of silver in fifty years, and restore

agreement between the Romans and the Carthaginians, was per-
formed in this manner: the Carthaginians swore by the gods of
their country ; and the Romans, after their ancient custom, swore
by a stone, and then by Mars. They swore by a stone thus:—

“ If Tkeep my faith, may the gods vouchsafo their assistauce, and
give me success 3 if, on the contrary, I violate it, then may the
other party be entirely safe, and preserved in their conntry; in their
laws, in their possessions, and, in a word, in all their rights and
Jiberties ; and may I perish and fall alone, as now this stone does ;"
and then he lets the stone fall out of his hands.

Livy’s account of the like ceremony is something more par-
ticular ; yet differs little in substance, only that he says the herald’s
conclnding clause was,  otherwise may Jove strike the Roman peo-
ple, as I do this hog;” and accordingly he killed a hog that stood
ready by, with the stone which he held in his hand.—KenxerT.
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all exiles. They were, also, made to suffer the igno-
miny of passing under the yoke; and dismissed with
only one suit of clothes for cach. Nor did their
misfortunes terminate here. Gulussa, the son of
Masinissa, whom the Carthaginians had treated in a
disrespectful manner, intercepted them with a body
of cavalry. They could neither resist nor eseape.
The consequence of which was, that out of fifty-
eight thousand men only a very few returned to
Carthage.

During the latter part of the second Punic war, it
was stated in the Roman senate, that Rome could
never be in safety while Carthage was permitted to
exist :— Carthage,” said Cato, at the closo of all
his specches, ¢ must be destroyed.” The time soon
came, in which the threat was to be carried into
execution : and this brings us to the commencement
of the third and last Punic war. It lasted ouly
four yecars; and yet it terminated in the total ruin
and destruction of Carthage.

This war arose out of that which the Cartha-
ginians had waged against Masinissa; that prince
being an ally of the Romans. The vanquished party
sent to Rome to justify their proceedings. When
the matter came to be debated in the senate, Cato
and Scipio were of different opinions. Nasica do-
sired the preservation of Carthage, in order that the
people might, who were grown ecxcessively insolent,
have something to fear. Cato, on the other hand,
thought, that as the people had become what Nasica
represented them, it was highly dangerous that so
powerful an enemy as Carthage should be allowed to
remain,  * They may one day conquer us, so great
is our prosperity.” He was but lately returned from
Africa; and ho represented in the senate, that he
had not found Carthage exhausted cither of men or
ntoney., Ow the contrary, that it way full of vigorous
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young men, and abounded with immense quantities
of gold and silver, and prodigious magazines of arms
ang all warlike stores ; and was, moreover, so hanghty
and confident on account of all this, that their hopes
and ambition had no bonnds. On saying this, he
took from the lappet of his coat a few ﬁgs, and,
throwing them on the table, and the senators ad-
miring them—he called out, ¢ Know, this; it is but
three da)s those figs were gathered ; so short is the
distance between the enemy and us.

The Carthaginians not having made good their
cause in reg'trd to their conduct towards Masinissa,
war was declared against them, and the gencrals *,
who were charged with the command, reccived strict
injunetions not to end the war but with the destruc-
tion of Carthage.

These instructions the Carthaginians did not
become acquainted with till some time after. They,
therefore, sent deputies to make all manner of sub-
mission. They were even instructed to declare, if neces-
sityrequired, that they were willing to give themselves
up, with all they possessed, to-the will and pleasure of
the Romans. Onarriving at Rome, the deputies found
that the war had been, , before their arrival, alrcady
proclaimed, and that the army had actua]ly sailed.
They therefore returned to Carthage with certain
proposals, in complying with which the Romans
deelared they would be satisfied. Amongst the
terms demanded were three hundred hostafres, the
flower and the last hopes of the noblest Families
in Carthage. No spectacle, we are told, was ever
more movintr nothing was heard but eries ; nothing
seen but te'u'ﬂ:, and all places echoed with groans
and lamentations. Above all, the unhappy mothers,
bathed in tears, tore their dishevelled hair, beat their
brca':ts, and expressed their grief in terins so mnvmrr
“* M Manilios and L.. Mascius Censoriuus.
VOL.'T. Q
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that even savage beasts might have been moved to *
compassion. But the scene is stated to have been
much more moving when the fatal moment arrived
when, after having accompanied their children to the
ship, they bade them a long and last farewell, per-
suaded that they should never sce them again. They
wept a flood of tears over them, embraced them with
the utmost fondness, clasped them eagerly in their
arms, and could not be prevailed upon to part with
them, till they were foreed away.

When the hostages arrived at Rome, the deputies
were informed that when they should arrive at Utiea,
the consuls would acquaint them with the orders of
the republic. The deputies, therefore, repaired to
Utica, where they received orders to deliver up,
without delay, all their arms. This command was
put immediately in execution; and a long train of
waggons soon after arrived at the Roman eamp,
laden with two hundred thousand complete sets of
armour, a numberless multitude of darts and javelins,
with two thousand engines for shooting darts and
stones.  Then followed the deputies, and a great .
number of the most venerable senators and priests,’
who came with the hope of moving the Romans to
compassion. When they arrived, Censorinus addressed
them in the following manner :—¢ I cannot but com-
mend the readiness with which you execute the
orders of the senate. They have commanded me to
tell you, that it is their will and pleasure, that you
depart out of Carthage, which they have resolved
entircly to destroy ; and that you remove into any
other part of your dominions you shall think proper,
provided it be at the distanco of eight stadia (twelve
miles) from the sea.”

The instant the consul had pronounced this fulmi-
nating decree, nothing was heard among the Cartha-
giniavs but whricks and -bowlings.) 1 Beivg-now ift)a
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manner thunderstruck, they ncither knew where
they were, nor what they did ; but rolled themselves
in the dust tearing their c]othes, and unable to vent
their grief any otherwise but by broken sighs and
deep groans. Being afterwards a little recovered,
they lifted up their hands with the air of supplmnts,
one moment towards the gods, and the next towards
the Romans, imploring their mercy and justice with
regard to a people, w ho would soon be reduced to the
extremities of despair. But as both the gods and
men were deaf to their fervent prayers, they now
changed them into reproaches and imprecations ;
bidding the Romans call to mind, that there were
such beings as avenging deitics, whose severe eyes
were ever open on guilt and treachery. The Romans
themselves could not refrain from tears at so moving
a spectacle: but their resolution was fixed. The
deputies could not even prevail so far as to get the
execution of the order suspended, till they should
have an opportunity of presenting themselves again
before the senate, if possible, to get it revoked. They
were forced to set out immediately, and carry the
answer to Carthage.

The people waited for their return, with such an
impatience and terror, as words can never express.
It was scarcely possible for them to break through
the crowd that flocked around them, to hear the
answer which «vas but too stron«rly palnted in their
faces. When they were come into the senate, and
had declared the barbarous orders of the Romans,
a general shrick informed the people of their too
lamentable fate; and from that instant nothing was
seen or heard in every part of the city but howling
and despair, madness and fury. The consuls made
no great haste to march against Carthage; not sus-
pecting they had reason to be under nppmhencxon
from that city, as it was now disarmed. However,

Q2
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tho inhabitants took advantage of this delay to put.
themselves- in a posture of defence, being. all unani-
mously resolved not to quit the city. They ap-
pointed, as a general, without the walls, Asdrubal,
who was at the head of twenty thousand men; and
to whom deputies were sent accordingly, to entreat
him to forget, for his country’s sake, the injustice
which had been done to him, from the dread they
were under of the Romans. The command of the
troops, within the walls, was given to another As-
drubal, grandson to Masinissa. They then applied
themsclves to making arms with considerable expe-
dition. The temples, the palaces, the open markets
and squares, were all changed into so many arsenals,
where men and women worked day and night.
Every day were made onc hundred and forty shiads,
three hundred swords, five hundred pikes or javelins,
a thousand arrows, and a great number of engines to
dischargo them ; and because they wanted materials
to make ropes, the women cut off their hair, and
abundantly supplied their wants on this occasion.

The combat, which was carried on from the tops
of the houses, continued six days, during which a
drecadful slanghter was made. To clear the streets,
and make way for the troops, the Romans dragged
aside with hooks the bodies of such of the inhabitants
as had been slain, or precipitated headlong from the
houses, and threw them into pits, the greatest part
of them being still alive and panting.

There was still reason to believe that. the siege
would Jast much longer, and occasion a great effusion
of blood. Dut on the soventh day there appeared a
company of men, in a suppliant posture and -habit,
who desired no other conditions, but that the Romans
would be pleased to spare the lives of all those who
should be willing to leave the citadel ; which request
was granted thew. - The descrters only were excepted.
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Accordingly, there came out fifty thousand men and
women, who were sent into the fields under a strong
guard. The deserters were about nine hundred.
Finding they would be allowed no quarter, they for-
tified themselves in the temple of Asculapius, with
Asdrubal, his wife, and two children ; where, though
their number was but small, they might have held
out a long time, becanse the temple stood on a very
high hill, upon rocks, to which the ascent was by
sixty steps. But, at last, exhausted by hunger and
watchings, oppressed with fear, and sceing their
destruction at hand, they lost all patience, when,
abandoning the lower part of the temple, they retired
to the uppermost story, and resolved not to quit it
but with their lives.

In the mean time, Asdrubal, being desirous of
saving his own life, came down privately to Scipio,
carrying an olive-branch in his hand, and threw him-
self at his feet. Scipio showed him immediately to
the deserters, who, transported with rage and fury
at the sight, vented millions of imprecations against
him, and set fire to the temple. Whilst it was Light-
ing, we are told that Asdrubal’s wife, dressing her-
self as splendidly as possible, and placing herself and
her two children in sight of Scipio, addressed him
with a loud voice:—¢T call not down,” says she,
*“ curses on thy head, O Roman, for thou only takest
the privilege allowed by the laws of war: but may
the gods of Carthage, and thou, in concert with them,
punish, according to his deserts, the false wretch who
has betrayed his country, his gods, his wife, his
children!”  Then directing herself to Asdrubal,
¢ perfidious wretch!” says she, ¢ thou basest of
creatures! this fire will presently consume both me
and my children ; but as to thee, too shameful general
of Carthage,—go,—adorn the gay triumph of thy
conqueror,—suffer, in tle sight of all Rowmne, the tor-
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tures thou so justly deservest!” She had no sooner
pronounced these words, but, seizing her children,
she cut their throats, threw them into the flames,
and afterwards rushed into themn lerself; in which
she was imitated by all the deserters. With regard
to Scipio, when he saw this famous eity, which had
flourished seven hundred years, and might have been
compared to the greatest empires on aceount of the
extent of its dominions both by sea and land, its
mighty armies, its fleets, elephants, and riches, and
that the Carthaginians were even superior to other
nations, by their courage and greatness of soul, as,
notwithstanding their being deprived of armies and
ships, they had sustained, for three whole years, all
the hardships and calamities of a long siege ; seeing,
I say, this city entirely ruined, historians relate, that
he could not refuse his tears to the unhappy fate of
Carthage. He refleeted that cities, nations, and
empires, are liable to revolutions no less than parti-
cular men ; that the like sad fate had attended Troy,
anciently so powerful ; and in latter times, the Assy-
rians, Medes, and Persians, whose dominions were
once of so great an extent; and lastly, the Macedo-
nians, whose empire had been so %k)rious throughout
the world. Full of these mournful ideas, he repeated
the following verses of Homer :—

The day shall come, that great avenging day,

Which Troy’s proud glories in the dust shall lay ;

When Priam®s powers, and Priam’s sclf shall fall,

And one prodigious ruin follow all.
Thereby denouncing the future destiny of Rome, as
he himself confessed to Polybius, who desired Scipio
to explain himself on that occasion. Carthage being
taken in this manner, Scipio §:wc the plunder of it
(the gold, silver, statues, and other offerings which
should be found in the temples exeepted) to his sol-
diers, for._seven days.. - After;this; sdorning, & very
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small ship with the enemy's spoils, he sent it to
Rome, with the news of the victory. At the same
time he ordered the inhabitants of Sicily to come and
take possession of the pictures and statues, which the
Carthaginians had plundered them of in former wars.

When the news of the taking of Carthage was
brought to Rome, the people abandoned themselves
to the most immoderate transports of joy, as if the
public tranquillity had not been secured till that
mstant. All ranks and degrees of men emulously
strove who should show the greatest gratitude to-
wards the gods; and the citizens were, for many
days, employed wholly in solemn sacrifices, in public
prayers, games, and spectacles.

After those religious duties were ended, the senate
sent ten commissioners into Africa, to regulate, in
conjunction with Secipio, the fate and condition of
that country in times to come. Their first care was
to demolish whatever was still remaining of Carthage:
and we may guess at the dimensions of this famous
city by what Florus says, viz., that it was seventcen
days on fire before it eould be ‘all consumed. Rome,
though mistress of almost the whole world, could not
believe herself safe as long as even the name of Car-
thage was in being,. Orders were given that it should
never be inhabited 2 again; and dreadful imprecations
were denounced against those, who, contrary to this
prohibition, should attempt to rebuild any parts of
it. In the mean time, every one, who desired it, was
admitted to see Carthzwe ; Scipio being well p]eqscd
to have people view the sad ruins of a city, which
had dared to contend for empire with the majesty of
Rome.*

Commeree, strictly speaking, was the occupation
of Carthage, the particular object of its industry,

* Rollin,
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and its peculiar and predominant characteristic. It
formed the greatest strength and the chief support
of that commonwecalth. In a word, it may be
affirmed, that the power, the conquests, the credit,
nnd‘ the glory of the Carthaginians, all flowed from
trade.

This gives Mr. Montague an opportunity of com-
paring Carthage with England :—¢ To the commer-
cial maxims of the Carthaginians, we have added
their insatiable lust of gain, without their cconomy,
and contempt of luxury and effeminacy. To the
luxury and dissipation of the Romans, we have
joined their venality, without their military spirit :
and we feel the pernicious effects of the same species
of faction, which was the great leading cause to ruin
in both those republics. The Roman institution was
formed to make aund to preserve their conquests.
Abroad invincible, at home invuluerable, they pos-
sessed within themselves all the resources requisite
for a warlike nation. The military spirit of their
people, where every citizen was a soldier, furnished
inexhaustible supplies for their armies abroad, and
secured them at home from all attempts of invasion.
The Carthaginian was better calculated ‘to acquire
than to preserve. They depended upon commerce
for the acquisition of wealth, and upon their wealth
for the protection of their commerce. They owed
their conquests to the venal blood and sinews of other
people ; and, like their ancestors the Pheenicians, ex-
hibited their money bags as symbols of their power.
They trusted too much to the valour of foreigners, and -
too little to that of their own natives. Thus while
they were formidable abroad by their flects and mer-
cenary armices, they were weak and defenceless at
home. Bnt the great event showed how dangerous
it is for the greatest commercial nation to rely on
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this kind of mercantile policy ; and that a nation of
unarmed undisciplined traders can never be a match,
whilst they are so circumstanced, for a nation of
soldiers.”

Notwithstanding the denunciations of the senate
against all who shonld attempt to rebuild Carthage,
the senators were induced, in a very short perlod
themselves to sanction the ‘andertaking.

‘When Marius took refuge in Afnca, outcast and
deserted, he is said to have dwelt in a hovel amidst
the ruins of Carthage. The answer of Marius to the
preetor of Africa, is one of the finest indications of a
strong mind recorded in history. Oppressed withevery
speciesof misfortune, Marius, after escaping many dan-
gers, arrived at length in Africa; where he hoped to
have received some mark of favour from the governor.
He was scarcely landed, however, when an officer
came to him, and addressed him after the following
manner :—* Marius, I an directed by the praetor to
forbid your landing in Africa. If, after this message,
you shall persist i in domg so, he will not fail to treat
you as a public enemy. Struck with indignation at
this unexpected intelligence, Marius, without making
any reply, fixed his eyes, in a stern menacing manner,
upon the officer. In this position-he stood for some
time. At length, the officer desiring to know whe-
ther he chose to return any answer ;— Yes,” replied
Marius, “go to the preetor, and tell him that thou
hast seen the exiled Marius, sitting among the ruins
of Carthage*.”

Twcnty-four years after the victory of AEmilianus
(B. c. 142), the sedition of Tiberius Gracchus began
to be formidable to the patricians, since he was sup-
ported by the great body of the people in his endea-
vours to pass an Agrarian law. Graechnus, finding
himself unable to accomplish his purpose, was pro-

4 Harmonics of Nalure.
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bably not unwilling to accept the offer, made to him
by the senate, of becoming the leader of six thousand
citizens to the site of Carthage, for the purpose of its
restoration. From this, however, he was terrified by
a dream.

It seems probable, nevertheless, that a few buildings
began to spring up among the ruins.  Julius Casar
determined on rebuilding 1t, in consequence of having
beheld, in a dream, a numerous army, weeping at-the
fate of Carthage. His death prevented the fulfilment
of his purpose. Augustus, however, sent three thou-
sand Romans thither, or rather, within a short dis-
tance of it, who were joined by the inhabitants of the

neighbouring country.

From this time it appears to have increased in
beauty, convenicnce, and the number of its inha-
bitants. .

In the early part of the fifth century, however,
Genseric having invaded Africa, the whole of the
fruitful provinces, from Tangier to Tripoli, were
in succession overwhelmed, and Carthage was sur-
prised, five hundred and cighty—ﬁve years after its
destruction by the younger Scipio.

At this time, we are told*, Carthage was consi-
dered as the ¢ Rome” of the African world. It con-
tained the arms, the manufactures, and the treasures
of six provinees ; schools and gymnasia were insti-
tuted for the education of youth; and the liberal
arts were publicly tanght in the Greek and Latin
languages.

The buildings were uniform and m1gmﬁcent a
shady grove was planted in the midst of the city;
the new port, a secure and capacious harbour, was
subservient to the commercial industry of citizens
and strangers ; and the splendid games of the circus
and the th(ntro ‘were cxlnlntcd

7 Cal Vigibsan)
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After Genseric had permitted his licentious troops
to satiate their rage and avarice, he promulgated an
edict, which enjoined all persons to deliver up their
gold, silver, jewels, and valuable furniture and ap-
parel, to the royal officers ; and the attempt to secrete
any part of their patrimony was punished with tor-
ture and death, as an act of treason against the state.

Carthage never recovered this blow, and it fell
gradually into such insignificance, that it disappeared
altogether from the records of history.

We now select a few passages from Mons. Cha-
teaubriand and Sir George Temple, in réspect to its
present condition.

¢ The ship in which I left Alexandria,” says the
former, “ having arrived in the port of Tunis, we
cast anchor opposite to the ruins of Carthage. I
looked at them, but was unable to make out what they
could be. I perceived a few Moorish huts, a Mahom-
medan hermitage at the point of a projecting cape ;
sheep browsing among the ruins—ruins so far from
striking, that I could scarcely distinguish them from
the ground on which they lay—this was Carthage.
In orderrto distinguish these ruins, it is necessary to
go methodically to work. I suppose then that the
reader sets out with me from the port of Goltetha,
standing upon the canal by which the lake of Tunis
discharges itself into the sea. Riding along the shore
in an east-north-east direction, you come in about
half an hour to some salt-pits of the sea. You begin
to discover jetties running out to a considerable dis-
tance under water. The sea and jetties are on your
right ; on your left you perceive a great quantity of
ruins upon eminences of unequal height, and below
these ruins is a basin of circular form and of con-
siderable depth, which formerly communicated with
the sea by means of’a canal, traces of which are still
to be seen, / This basin: must be, in'my. opinion; the
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Cothon or inner port of Carthage. The remains of
the immense works, discernible in the sea, would, in
this case, indicate the site of the outer mole. IfI
am not mistaken, some piles of the dam, constructed
by Scipio, for the purpose of blocking up tho port,
may still be distingnished. T also observed a second
inner canal, which may have been the cut, made by
the (‘:\rthnmnmns when they opened a new passage
for their flect.”

At the foot of the hill at Maallakah * are the found-
ations of an amphitheatre, the length of which ap-
pears to have been about three hundred feet by two
hundred and thirty, and the dimensions of the arena
one hundred and eighty by one hundred.

There are, also, the rnins of a very extensive edi-
fice, supposed to have been the templo of Ceres.

Some trifling fragments of edifices, and the traces
of its triple walls, are all that remain of the Byrsa’s
splendid fanes and palaces; though many pieces of rare
marbles have been found, as scrpentmo, gnllo, 10880,
and porphyry. Nor is there any remain of tho
famous temple of Esculapius, the approach to which
was by a magnificent flight of steps, and rendered so
mtcrostmg from lnvmn been the place in whose
flames Asdrubal’s wife (lestrO)(d herself, her children,
and nine hundred Roman deserters, rather than sub-
mit to the yoke of the haughty vanquishers of her
country.

Sir George Temple's observations are very bean-
tiful :—¢ Early in tho morning, I walked to the
site of the great Carthage—of that town, at the
sound of \\iosc namme mighty Rome herself had
so often trembled—of Carthage, the mistress of
powerful and brave armies, of numerous fleets, and
of the world’s commerce, and to whom Afriea, Qp'xin,
Sardinia, (‘nrqnm Sicily, and Italy herself, bowcd in

o) lnﬂ\c
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submission as to their sovereign ;—in short, ¢ Car-
thago, dives opum, studiisque asperrima belli” I
was prepared to see but few vestiges of its former
grandeur ; it had so often suffered from the devas-
tating effects of war, that I knew many could not
exist: but my heart sunk within me, when, ascending
one of its hills, (from whose summit the eye em-
braces a view of the whole surrounding country to
the edge of the sea,) I beheld nothing more than
a few scattered and shapeless masses of masonry *
Yes, all the vestiges of the splendour and magni-
ficence of the mighty city had, indeed, passed aw ay,
and its very name 18 now unknown to the present
inhabitants +.”

NO. XXIV.—CATANEA.

Tis city, situated at the foot of Mount Etna, was
founded by a colony from Chaleis, seven hundred and
fifty-three years before the Christian era; and soon
after the settlement of Syracuse. There have not
been wanting some, however, to assert that ancient
Catanea was one of the oldest cities in the world.

It fell into the hands of the Romans, and became
the residence of a pra:tor.

It was then adorned with sumptuous buildings of
all kinds. It was destroyed, however, by Pompey ;
and restored by Augustus with greater magni-
ficence. It was large and opulent. Being so con-
tiguous to Mount Etna, ‘it is rendered remarkable

* « A company, formed at Paris, for exploring the ruins of
Carthage, has already met with great suceess. A large house has
been discovered on the margin of the sea, near Boaurj-Jedid.
Paintings in fresco, similar to those at Pompe#, adorn many of the
rooms, and beautiful mosaics, representing men, women, and
nymphs, fishes of various kinds, tigers, gazelles, &e. have been
found. Fifteen cases with these precious relics have arrived at
Toulon.”’—Literary Gazette, May 19, 1838.

+ Polybius 3 Livy; Cicero; Justin; Rollin ; Kennett ; Gibben ;
Montague ; Chateaubriand ; Clarke; Sir George Temple.
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for the fatal overthrows to which it has been sub-
jeeted by the eruptions of that mountain ; in some of
which it has been known to discharge a stream of
lava four miles broad and fifty feet deep, and ad-
vancing at the rate of seven miles in a day.

The number of eruptions from the page of history
are 81.

From the time of Thueydides (n c. 48]) . 3
In the year ».c. 8 1
In a.p. 44 " withe, 1
A.0. 252 E > 5 1
Duriug the 12¢th oemury T 2

13th . . 1
14th - 2
15th 4
16th 5 S 4
17th Y i e
18th T Rl

Since the commencement of the 19th cent,
—8]1 total.

In 1693 Catanea was entircly destroyed by an
earthquake, so that hardly one stone remained upon
another. It began on the 9th January, and on the
11th the earth opened in several places. Almost in
a moment 11,000 persons, who had fled to the
cathedral for shelter, perished by its fall ; the canon,
with the ministers at the altar, and about one
hundred persons, being all that escaped.  The
undulations of this shock were felt, it is said, in
Germany, Franee, and even in England. Fifty-four
towns of some magnitude were, more or less, sufferers
by this c'1rthqu'1ko, and the total loss of human life,
it is supposed, anounted to nearly one hundred
thousand.

“The present town,” says Malte Brun, “is well
built.  Its finc edifices are so many proofs, not of its
prosperity, but of its misfortunes; for, in Catanea,
houses never become old ; they give way cither to
laxa or yolcanic shocks, -1t is to tho earthquakes of
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1693 and 1783 that it owes its magnificence; almost
wholly destroyed, it was rebuilt with greater regu-
larity. Most of its edifices, however, have been
injured by the shocks in 1819.”

A great many antiquities are contained in the
Biscart Museum, which was founded by a wealthy
noble of the same name, who spent his fortune in
exploring or digging for antiquities in the territory of
Catanea. The ancient theatre and amphitheatre, the
old walls, baths, and temples, were buried under
several layers of lava and alluvial deposits, that were
removed by the same individual ; lastly, the town
is indebted to him for several ancient statues.

¢ There are many remains of antiquity,” says Mr.
Brydone, ¢ but most of them are in a very ruinous
state. One of the most remarkable is an elephant of
lava, with an obelisk of Egyptian granite on his back.

- There are also considerable remains ofa great theatre,
besides that belonging to the prince of Biscaris,
a large bath, almost entire; the ruins of a great
aqueduct eighteen miles long; the ruins of several
temples, one of Ceres; another of Vulcan. The
church, called Bocca di Fuoco, was likewise a tem-
ple. But the most entire of all is a small rotunda,
which, as well as the rotunda at Rome, and some
others to be met with in Italy, demonstrates that
form to be the most durable of any.”

There is also a well at the foot of the old walls,
where the lava, after running along the parapet, and
and then falling forwards, produced a very com-
plete and lofty arch over the spring.

Through the care, and at the expense of prince
Biscaris, many other monuments of ancient splen-
dour and magnificence have been recovered by digging
down to the ancient town, which, on account of the
numecrous torrents of lava that have flowed out of
Mount. Etna for the last thousand years, is nosy. to be
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sought for in dark caverns many feet below the pre-
sent surface of the earth.

Mr. Swinburne states, that he descended into baths,
sepulchres, an amphitheatre, and a theatre, all very
much injured by the various catastrophes that have
befallen them. He found, too, that these buildings
were erected not on the solid ground and with brick
or stone, but on old beds of lava, and with square
picces of the same substance, which, in no instance,
appears to have been fused by the contact of new
lavas: the sciarra or stones of old lava having con-
stantly proved as strong a barrier against the ﬂowmg
torrent of fire as any other stone could have been,
though some authors have been of opinion, that the
hot matter would melt the whole mass, and incor-
porate itself with it.

There was a temple at Catanea, dedicated to
Ceres, in which none but women were permitted to
appear *,

NO. XXV.—CHALCEDON,

This place, which stands opposite Byzantium, was
built by a colony from Megara, some years before
Byzantium, viz. n. c. 635. Its position was so impru-
dently selected, that it was called the eity of blind
ment; by which was intimated the inconsiderate
plan of the founders. It was built on a sandy and
barren soil, in preference to the rich one on the oppo-
site side of the Bosphorus, on which Byzantium was
afterwards founded.

Chalcedon, in the timo of its prosperity, was con-
siderable ; not only on account of its buildings, but
the wealth of its inhabitants, who enriched themselves
greatly by commerco; more espccnl]y by the ex-

= bumbumc, Bry done, Malte Brun; Enc.\clop. Londinensis.
1t By Pliny, Sirabo, and Tadtus.
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portation of purple dye, which was found in great
quantities upon its coast.

In ancient times it underwent many revo-
lutions ; being first subdued by Otanes, general of
the Persians, whose father Sisanes, one of the judges
of the Persian empire, having pronouneed an unjust
sentence, was flayed alive by the order of Cambyses.
Not long after this the Lacedemonians made them-
selves masters of it, but were obliged to give place to
the Athenians, who contented themselves with im-
posing upon the inhabitants an annual tribute, which
they in time neglecting to pay, were again reduced
to obedience by Alcibiades. Afterwards, with the
rest of the world, it passed under the dominion of
the Romans, who were succeeded by the Greek
-emperors, under whose administration it became
famous by a celebrated council of the church (a.p.
327), which is recorded under the name of the council
of Chaleedon.

A tribunal also was here erected by the Emperor
Julian, to try and punish the evil ministers of his
predecessor, Constantius. ¢ 'We are now delivered,”
said Julian, in a familiar letter to one of his most
intimate friends, ¢ we are now surprisingly delivered
from the voracious jaws of the hydra. I do not
mean to apply that epithet to my brother, Constan-
tius., He is no more ;—may the earth lie light on
his head! But his artful and cruel favourites stydied
to deceive and exasperate a prince, whose natural
mildness eannot be praised without some efforts of
adulation. It is not my intention, however, that
these men should be oppressed ; they are accused, and
they shall enjoy the benefit of a fair and impartial
trial.” The executions of some of these men, one of
whom (Paulus) was burned alive, were accepted, says
the historian, as an inadequate atonement by the
widows and.. orphans  of 0. many hupdred Romans,

VoL. 1. R
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:1;23’1 those legal tyrants had betrayed and mur-
ered.

Persians, Greeks, Goths, Saracens, and Turks, by
turns, despoiled Chalcedon. The walls were razed
by Valens, aud much of the materials was employed
in the aqueduct of Constautinoplo that bears his
name, and which was, by a singular coincidence,
repaired by Seliman II., from the remaining ruins of
this devoted city.

Here it was that the infamous Rufinus, so justly
stigmatised by Claudian, built a magnificent villa,
which he called the Oak*. Ile built, also, a church;
and a numcrous synod of bishops met in order to
consccrate the wealth and baptise the founder. This
double ceremony was performed with extraordinary
pomp.

A.D. 602, Chalcedon became remarkable for the
murder of the Emperor Maurice and his five sons;
and afterwards for that of the empress, his widow,
and her three daughterst. The ministers of death
were despatched to Chalcedon (by Phocas). They
dragged the emperor into his sanctuary ; and tho five
sons of Maurice were successively murdered beforo
the eyes of their agonised parent. At each stroke,
which he felt in his heart, he found strength to re-

hearse a pious ¢jaculation :—¢ Thou art just, O Lord! .

and thy judgments are righteouns.”

It is now a small place, known to the Turks by
the name of Cadiaci; but the Greeks still call it
by its ancient name. It is a miserable village, inha-
bited by a few Greeks, who maintain themselves by
their fishery, and the cultivation of their lands.
Wheler found an inscription, importing that Evante,
the son of Antipater, having made a prosperous
voyage towards the Abrotanians and the islands
Cyanew, and hence desiring to return by the ZEgean

* Quercts. aj [ Zonaray, apud @y T (7))

k. 2

3
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Sea and Pontus, offered cakes to the statue he had
erected to Jupiter, who had sent him guod weather
as a token of a good voyage.

Pococke says, ¢ There are no remains of the anclent
city, all being destroyed, and the ground occupied
by gardens and vineyards.” ¢ 'We visited the site of
Chalcedon, says Dr. Clarke, ¢ of which city scarcely
a trace remains; landing also upon the remarkable
rock, where the lighi-house is situate, called the
tower of Leander. The Turks call it the ¢ Maiden’s
Castle ; possibly it may have been formerly used as
a retreat for nuns, but they relate one of their ro-
mantic traditions concerning a prmcecs, who secluded
herself upon this rock, because it had been foretold
she should die by the bite of a serpent, adding, that

- she ultimately here encountered the death she soug]xt
to avoid*,”

NO. XXVI.—CHERONEA.

A crty in Beeotia, greatly celebrated on account
of a battle fought near it between Philip of Macedon
and the Athenians.

The two armies encamped near Cheronea. Philip
gave the command of his left wing to his son
Alexander, who was then but sixteen. He took the
right wing upon himself. In the opposite army the
Thebans formed the right wing, and the -Athenians
the left. At sunrise the swna.l was given on both
sides. The battle was bloody, and the victory a
long time dubious; both sides exerting themselves
with astonishing valour. At length Philip broke
the sacred band of the Thebans+, which was the

* Julian ; Barthelemy ; Gibbon ; Pococke; Clarke.

+ The sacred battalion was famous in history. It consisted of a
body of young warriors, brought up together, at the public expense,
in the citadel. Their exercises and even their amuscments were
regulated by the sounds of the ﬂnée, and in order to.preveont. theip

R
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flower of their army. The rest of the traops being
raw, Alexander, encouraged by his example, entirely
routed. .

The conduct of the victor after this victory shows
that it is much easier to overcome an enemy than te
conquer onc’s self. Upon his coming from a grand
entertainment which he had given his officers, being
equally transported with joy and wine, he hurried to
the spot where the battlo had been fought, and there,
insulting the dead bodies with which the field was
covered, he turned into a song the beginning of the
decree, which Demosthenes had prepared to excite
tho Grecks to war, and sang thus, himnself beating
time; ¢ Demosthenes the Peanian, son of Demos-
thenes, has said.”  Everybody was shocked to see
the king dishonour hinself by this behaviour; but
no one opened his lips. Demades, the orator, whose
soul was free, though his body was a prisoncr, was
the only person who ventured to make him sensible
of the indecency of this conduct, telling him—¢ Ah,
gir, since fortune has given you the part of Aga-
memnon, are you not ashamed to act the part of
Thersites 1 Theso words, spoken with so generous
a liberty, opened his eyes, and made him turn in-
ward; and so far from being displeased with
Demades, he estecmed him the more for them,
treated him with the utmost respect, and conferred
upon him all possible honours.

courage from degencrating into blind fury, care was taken to in-
spire them with the noblest and most animated sentiments. Each
warrior chose from the band a friend to whom ho remained insc-
parably united. These three hundred warriors were anciently dis-
tribated in troops at the head of tho different divisions of the army.

Philip destroyed this cohort at the battle of Chmronea, and the
prince secing these young Thebaus stretehed on the field of battle
covered with honourable wounds, and lying side by side on the
eround on whick they had been stationed, could net restrain his
tJars — DAnniviray )

"
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" The bones of those slain at Cheeronea were carried
to Athens; and Demosthenes was charged with com-
posing a eulogium, for a monument erected to their
memory :—,

This c:u-th entombs those victims to the state,
Who fell a glorious sacrifice to zeal.

Greece, on the point of wearing tyrant-chains,
Did, by their deaths alone, escape the yoke.
This Jupiter decreed : no effort, mortals,

Can save you from the mighty will of fate.

To gods alonc, bclongs the attribute

Of being free from crimes with ncver-cndmg joy.

According to Procopiug, Cheeronea and other places
in Boeotia (also of Achaia and Thessaly) were de-
stroyed by an earthquake in the sixth century.

The Acropolis * is situated on a steep rock, dif-
ficult of access; the walls and square towers are, in
some places, well preserved ; and their style, which is
nearly regular, renders it probable, that they were
constructed not long before the invasion of the
Macedonians.

The apcient Necropolis is on the east side of the
Acropolis, behind the village: the remains of several
tombs have been uncovered by the rains. The
church of the Holy Virgin contains an ancient chair
of white marble, curiously ornamented. It is called
by the villagers the throne of Plutarch t.

There are two ancient circular altars with fluted
intervals, in the manner of an Ionic or Corinthian
column. Altars of this kind were placed on the
road side. They were unstained with fire and blood,
being set apart for exclusive oblations of honey,
cakes, and fruit. These altars are common in Greece,
and generally formed of coarse black stone; those of
Cheronea, however, are of white marble. They are
frequently found in Italy, and are at present used as
pedestals for large vases, their height being in general
* Dydwell. <47 Thids
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about three fect. They are mever inscribed, and
sometimes not fluted ; and are frequently represented
on painted terra-cotta vases.

Some Ionic fragments of small proportions are
scattered among the ruins. On the rock there was
anciently a statue of Jupiter ; but Pausanias men-
tions no temple. The theatre stands at the foot of
the Acropolis, and faces the plain. It is the smallest
in Grecce, except one at Mesaloggion ; but it is well
prescrved.  Indeed, nothing is better caleulated to
resist the devastations of time than the Grecian
theatres, when they are cut in the rock, as they
generally are.

“Tho sole remains of this town,” says Sir John
Hobhouse, ¢ arc some large stones six feet in length,
and the ruins of a wall on the hill, and part of a shaft of
a column, with its capital ; the seats of a small amphi-
theatre, cut out of the rock, on the side of the same
Lill ; in the flat below, a fountain, partly eonstructed
of marble fragments, containing a few letters, not
decipherable; some bits of marble pillars, just ap-
pearing above ground, and the ruins of a building of
Roman brick.” ]

Two inscriptions have, we understand, lately been
discovered at this place; one relative to Apollo, the
other to Diana. Several tombs have been also dis-
covered and opened.

Though a respectable traveller asserts, that the
battle of Clieronea, by putting an end to the turbu-
lent independence of the Grecian republies, introduced
into that country an unusual degree of civil tran-
quillity and political repose, we cannot ourselves
think so; we therefore subjoin, from Dr. Leland, a

. short account of the conqueror’s death.

“ When the Greeks and Macedonians were seated
in the theatre, Philip came out of his palace, attended
by the two /Alexanders; bis sou-and son-in-law: + He
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was clothed in a white flowing robe, waving in soft
and graceful folds, the habiliment in which the
Grecian deities were usually represented. He moved
forward with a heart filled with triumph and exul-
tation, while the admiring crowds shouted forth their
ﬁ:\ttermfr applause. His guards had orders to keep
at a considerable distance from his person, to show
that the king confided in the affections of his people,
and had notthe least apprehensions of danger amidst
all this mixed concourse of different states and na-
tions. Unhappily, the danger was but too near him.
The injured Pausanias had not yet forgot his wrongs,
but still retained those terrible impressions, which
the sense of an indignity he had received, and the
artful and interested representations of others, fixed
deeply in his mind. He chose this fatal morning for
the execution of his revenge, on the prince who had
denied reparation to his 1nJured honour. His design
had been for some time premeditated, and now was
the dreadful moment of effecting it. As Philip
marched on in all his pride and pomp, this young
Macedonian slipped through the crowd, and, with a
desperate and malignant resolutxon, \valted hxs ap-
proach in a narrow passage, just at the entrance into
the theatre. The king advanced towards him : Pau-
sanias drew his poniard; plunged it into his heart ;
and the conqueror of Greece, and terror of Asia, fell
prostrate to the ground, and instantly expired *,

NO. XXVII.—CORDUBA.

“ Are we at Cordova?” says a modern writer.
“ The whole reign of the Omniad Caliphs passes, in
mental review, before us.  Once the seat of Arabian
art, gallantry, and magnificence, the southern king-
dom of Spain was rich and flourishing. Agnculture

* Rollin ;-Barthelemy ; Leland ; Hobhouse ; Dodwell ; Leland,
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was respected ; the fino arts cultivated; .
were formed ; roads executed ; palaces erected ; and
physies, geometry, and astronomy, advanced. The
inhabitants were active and industrious; accomplish-
ments were held in esteem ; and the whole state of
society formed a striking contrast to that of every
other in Europe.”

It was situated in Hispanic Bootica, having been
built by Marcellus. Tt was the native place of both
the Senecas, and Lucan. Indeed, it produced, in
ancient times, so many celebrated characters, that it
was styled the “mother of men of genius.” Its
laws were written in verse; and its academy was
partly distinguished for its cultivation of the Greck
language, as well as for rhetoric and philosophy. It
became celebrated, also, under the Moors.

Of its ancient grandeur, however, Cordova has
preserved nothing but a vast inclosure, filled with
houses, half in ruins. Its long, narrow, and ill-paved
streets are alinost deserted ; most of the houses are
uninhabited ; and the multitude of churches and con-
vents which it contains, are besieged by a crowd of
vagabonds, covered with rags. The ancient palace
of the Moors has been converted into stables, in
which, till within these few years, one hundred An-
dalusian horses were usually kept. Their gencalogy
was carefully preserved ; and the name and age of
cach written over the stall in which he stood. In
the place appropriated to bathing, is part of a Cufic
inscription.

Cordova was ealled at first Corduba, and after-
wards Colonia Patricia, as appears from inscriptions
on the nnmerous medals which have been discovered
in this eity and neighbourhood.

From the Romans it passed successively under the
dominion of the Goths and Arabs; and, while the
lntter, swayed: theé sceptre of Spain, Cordova became
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pre-eminently distinguished, as we have just stated,
as the seat of arts, sciences, and literature.

About ten miles from this place is a small town,
called by the ancients Obubea® ; and we mention
it here merely because it reminds us that Julius
Caesar came thither to stop the progress of Pompey’s
sons, who had a little before entered Spainin twenty-
seven dayst.

NO. XXVIIL.—CORCYRA. (CORFU.)

CorcyRra is an island in the Tonian Sea, on the coast
of Epirus : it isnow called Corfu; was first peopled by
a colony from Colchis, B. c. 1849, and afterwards by a
colony from Corinth, who, with Chersicrates at their
head,came to settle there, on being bauished from their
native city 703 years before “the Christian era.
Homer calls it Phaeacia ; Callimachus, Drepane.

Ancient authors give glorious descripticms of the
beautiful gardens of this island belonging to Aleinous;
but, at present, no remains of them are to be found.
It was famous for the shipwreck of Ulysses.

The air is healthy, the land fertile, the fruit excel-
lent. Oranges, citrons, honey, wax, oil, and most
delicious grapes, are very abundant.

The war between this people and that of Athens
was called the Corcyrean ; and operated as an intro-

* Obubea changed its name to Porcuna j aud this, it is supposed,
from the circumstance of a sow having had thirty pigs at one litter;
in memory of which her figure was eut in stone with the following
inscription underneath :—

C. CORNELIVS. C. F.

C. N. GAL. CAFSO.

AED. FLAMEN. 11, VIR,

MYNICIPIL. PONTIF.

C. CORN. CAFSO. F.
SACERDOS. GENT. MYNICIPIL.
SCROFAM, CUM, PORCIS. XXX,

IMPENSA. 1PSORVM,
D. D.

+ Jose.
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duction to the Peloponnesian war.  Coreyra was then
an independent power, which could send out fleets
and armies; and its alliance was courted by many
other states.

Thucydides gives a frightful account of a sedition
which occurred in this city and island during the
Peloponnesian war: some were condemned to die
under judicial sentences; some slew one another in
the temples; some hung themselves upon the trees
within its verge; some perished through private
enmity ; some for the sums they had lent, by the
hands of the borrowers. Every kind of death was
exhibited. Every dreadful act, usual in a sedition,
and more than usnal, was then perpetrated. For
fathers slew their children ; some were dragged from
altars; and some were butchered at them; and a
number died of starvation in one of the temples.

Corcyra, when in the possession of the Romans,
became a valnable station for their ships of war, in
their hostilities against the cities of Asia. Septimius
Severns and his family appear to have been great
benefactors to it ; for, about 150 years ago, there was
found a number of medals, not only of Septimius,
but of his wife Julia Domna ; Caracalla, lus eldest
son, and his wife Plankilla ; also of Geta, his youngest
son.
Two hundred years ago, Corfu consisted of nothing
but one old castle and a village. It is now a consi-
derable town. It stands projecting on a rock into
the sea; and, from the fortifications guarding it, is a
place of strength. The fortresses are completely
mined below ; and the roads to the gates of some of
them are narrow and precipitons. By an accidental
explosion of a powder-mill, one of the fortresses, in
the carly part of the last century, 2000 people were
killed and wounded ; and by a singular catastrophe,
in-1789;600/individuals lost: their lives ; -ten galleys

¥
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and several boats were sunk in the harbour; and
many houses in the town greatly damaged.

Wheler visited the rnins of Palcweopoli, the
ancient metropolis of the island. ¢ It stood,” says he,
“on a promontory to the south of the present city,
separated from it by a little bay, of about a mile or
two over. The abundance of ruins and fortifieations,
which are to be seen there, do sufficiently prove it to
have been so.” Abundance of foundations, he goes on
to observe, have been dug up there ; and of arches and
pillars, many of which have been employed to build
the foundations of the present city.

There are also the remains of an old plaee of wor-
ship; the architecture of whieh is sustained by
Corinthian eolumns of white marble, with an inserip-
tion,showing that it was built by the Emperor Jovian,
after he was converted to the Christian faith and had
destroyed the heathen temples.

« I Jovian, having received the fuith, established
the kingdom of my power ; and having destroyed the
heathen temples and altars, have built o thee, O thou
blessed and most iuglz King, a holy temple, the ngt of an
unworthy hand.”

Mr. Dodwell visited this place some years ago, and
he says that nothing is now scen above ground of the
remains of the ancient city, exeept some frusta of
large columns, which from having flutings without in-
tervals, were evidently of the Dorie order.” They have
a large square, which formms but one mass with a
column, which is a singularity, it is said, of which
there is no other example,

Coreyra was celebrated, as we have before stated,
for having been the island on which Ulysses is repre-
sented in the Odyssey as having been entertained by
Aleinous, king of Pheacia. It i is also the place where
Cicero and Cato met after the battle of Pharsalia; and
where Catoy after having intrusted Cicero to take the
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command of the last legions which remained faithful
to the republie, separated from him to lose his life at
Utica, while Cicero went to lose his head to the trium-
virate. To this place Aristotle was once exiled ; and
it is well known as having been visited by the youthful
Alexander ; as the place where the tragical nuptials
of Antony and Cleopatra wero eclebrated ; and as
that where Agrippina touched, bringing from Egypt
the body of the murdered Germanicus in the midst
of winter*,

NO. XXIX.,~—CORINTH.

Coriuth !—

Whose gorgeous fabrics scem'd to strike the skies,
Whom, though by tymnt victors oft subdued,
Greece, Egypt, Rome, with awful wonder view'd.
Her nane, for Pallag’ heavenly art renown'd,
Spread like the foliage which her pillars crown'd;
But now in fatal desolation laid,

Oblivion o’er it draws a dismal shade.

Tuis eity was situated at the foot of a hill, on
which stood the citadel. To the south it was de-
fended by the hill itself, which is there extremely
steep. Strong and lofty ramparts protected it on
three sides. Corinth was at first subject to the
kings of Argos and Mycena ; at last Sisyphus made
himself master of it. Bnt his descendants were
dispossessed of the throne by the Heraclidee, about
ten ycars after the siege of Troy. The regal power,
after this, came to the descendants of Bacchis, under
whom the monarchy was changed into an aristo-
cracy ; that is, the reins of government were in the
hands of the eclders, who annually chose from
amongst themselves a chief magistrate, whom they
called Prytanis, At length Cypselus, having gained
the people, usurped the supreme authority, which
he transmitted to his son Periander.

& ‘Bhicydides ; Roltio § Wheler {Dodwell /Wikllso
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The most celcbrated of the Corinthians was a per-
son, who though a tyrant, was reckoned one of the
seven wise men (Periander). 'When he had first made
himself master of the city, he wroto to Thrasybulus,
tyrant of Miletus, to know what measures he should
take with his newly-acquired subjects. The latter,
without any answer, led the messenger into a field
of wheat ; where, in walking along, he beat down
with his cane all the ears of corn that were higher
than the rest. Periander perfectly well understood
the meaning of this enigmatical answer, which was a
tacit intimation to him, that, in order to secure his
own life, he should cut off the most eminent of the
Corinthian citizens. Periander, however, did not
relish so cruel an advice.

He wrote circular letters to all the wise men, in-

viting them to pass some time with him at Corinth,
as they had dome the year before at Sardis with
Creesus.  Princes in those days thought themselves
much honoured when they could have such guests in
their houses. Pluatarch describes an entertainment
which Periander gave these illustrious guests, and
observes, at the same time, that the decent simplicity
of it, adapted to the taste and humour of the persons
entertained, did him much more honour than the
greatest magnificence could have done. The subject
of their discourse at table was sometimes grave and
serious, at other times pleasant and gay. One of the
company proposed this question ;—Which is the
most perfect popular government? That, answered
Solon, where an mjury done to any prwate citizen, is
such to the whole body: That, said Bias, where the
law has no superior : That, said Thales, where the
inhabitants are neither too rich nor too poor : That,
said Anacharsis, where virtue is honoured, and vice
detested : Says Plttacus, where dignities are always
conferred upon’ the: virtuous, and . never upon the
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wicked: Says Cleobulus, where the citizens fear
blame, moro than punishment: Says Chilo, where
the laws are more regarded, and have more authority,
than the orators. From all these opinions Periander
concluded, that the most perfect popular government
would be that which came nearest to aristocracy,
where the sovereign authority is lodged in the hands
of a few men of honour and virtue,

This city standing between two seas, an attempt
was made by Periander, and afterwards by Alex-
ander, Demetrius, Julius Ceesar, Caligula, Nero, and
Herodes Atticus, to unite them; but they all failed
in the attempt.

Strabo was in Corinth after its restoration by the
Romans. He describes the site, and says, that its
circuit occupied five miles. From the summit of
the Sisyphéum, he continues, is beheld to the north
Parnassus and Helicon, lofty mountains covered
with snow ; and below both, to the west, the Cris-
sean gulf, bounded by Phocis, by Baotia and the
Megans, and by Corinthia and Sicyonia. Beyond
all theso are the Oneian mountains, stretching as far
as Citharon,

Corinth had temples dedicated to the Egyptian
Isis, to Serapis, and Serapis of Canopus. Iortune,
also, had a temple, and her statue was made of Per-
sian work ; and near this temnple was another, dedi-
cated to the mother of all the gods.

Besides the citadel, built upon the mountain, the
works of art, which chiefly displayed the opulence
and taste of the people, were the grottoes, raised
over the fonntain of Pyrene, sacred to the Muses,
and constructed of white marble. There were, also,
a theatre and stadium, built of the same materials,
and decorated in the most magnificent manner ; also
a temple of Neptune, containing the chariots of the

-4
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god, and of Amphitrite, drawn by horses eovered
over with gold, and adorned with ivory hoofs.

There were a multitude of statues, also ; amongst
which were those of Bacchus, and Diana of Ephesus.
These were of wood ; others were of bronze ; amongst
which were those of Apollo Clarius; a Venus by
Hermogenes of Cythera ; two Mercuries; three
statues of Jupiter; and a Minerva. This last was
mounted on a pedestal, the basso-relievos of which
represented the Nine Muses.

Such, indeed, were its wealth, magnificenee, and
excellent situation, that it was thought by the
Romans equally worthy of empire with Carthage
and Capua; and this induees me to say a few words
in regard to its war with the Romans,

Metellus* having reecived advice in Maeedonia of
the troubles in Peloponnesus, departed thither with
Romans of distinction, who arrived in Corinth at
the time the eouneil was assembled there. They
spoke in it with abundance of moderation, exhorting
the Achaians not to draw upon themselves, by im-
prudent levity and weakness, the resentment of the
Romans. They were treated with contempt, and
ignominiously turned out of the assembly. An
innumerable erowd of workmen and artificers rose
about them, and insulted them. All the cities of
Achaia were at the time in a kind of delirium ; but
Corinth was far more frantic than the rest, and
abandoned themselves to a kind of madness. They
had been persuaded that Rome intended to enslave
them all, and absolutely to destroy the Achaian
league.

The Romans, having ehosen Mummius for one of
the consuls, charged him with the management of
the Achaian war. When Mummius had assembled
all his troops, he advanced to the city, and encamped

*Rollin.
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beforeit. A body of his advanced guard being
gent of duty upon their post, the made a
sally, attacked them vigorously, killed many, and
pursued the rest almost to the entrance of their camp.
This small advantage very much encouraged the
Achaians, and thereby proved fatal to them. Diaus
offered the consul battle. The latter, to augment his
rashness, kept his troops within the camp, as if fear
prevented him from accepting it. The joy and pre~
sumption of the Achaians rose in consequence to an
inexpressible height. They advanced furiously with
all their troops, having placed their wives and children
upon the neighbouring eminence, to be spectators of
the battle, and caused a great number of ca.rna%es to
follow thcm, to be laden with the booty they should
tako from the enemy ; so fully dld they assure them-
sclves of the victory.

Never was there a more rash or ill-founded confi-
dence. The faction had removed from the service
and councils all such as were capable of commanding
the troops, or conducting affairs ; and had substituted
others in their room, without either talents or ability,
in order to their being more absolutely masters of
the government, and ruling without opposition.
The chiefs, without military knowledge, valour, or
experience, had no other merit than a blind and
frantic rage. They had already committed an excess
of folly in hazarding a battle, which was to decide
their fate, without necessity, instead of thinking of a
long and brave defence in so strong a place as
Corinth, and of obtaining good conditions by a vigor-
ous resistance. The battle was fought near Leuco-
petra, and the defile of the isthmus. The consul
had posted part of his horse in amnbuscade, which -
they quitted at a proper time for char, f:ng the
Achaian cavalry in flank ; who, surprised by an
unforeseen, attack;) gave; way/immediately., - The in-
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fantry made a little more resistance; but, as it was
neither eovered, nor sustained by the horse, it was
soon broken and put to flight.  Dizus, upon this,
abandoned himself to despair. e rode full speed
to Megalopolis, and having entered his house, set
fire to 1t ; killed his wife, to prevent her falling into
the hands of the enemy; drank poison; and in that
manner put an end to his life, worthy of the many
erimes he had committed.

After this defeat, the inhabitants lost all hope of
defending themselves ; so that all the Achaians who
had retired into Corinth, and most of the citizens,
quitted it the following night, to save themselves
how they could. The consul having entered the city,
abandoned it to be plundered by the soldiers. All
the men who were left in it were put to the sword,
and the women and children sold; and after the
statues, paintings, and richest moveables were re-
moved, in order to their being carried to Rome, the
houses were set on fire, and the whole city con-
tinued in flames for several days. From that time
the Corinthian brass became more valuable than ever,
though it had been in reputation long before. * It is
pretended that the gold, silv er, and brass, which were
melted, and ran toorether in this conflagration,
formed a new and precious metal. The walls were
afterwards desolated, and razed to their very founda-
tions. All this was executed by order of the Senate,
to punish the insolence of the Corinthians, who had
violated the law of nations, in their treatment of the
ambassadors sent to them by Rome.

The booty taken at Corinth was sold, and consi-
derable sums raised fromit. Amongst the paintings
there was a picce drawn by the most celebrated
hand in Grecce, representing Bacchus, the beauty of
which was not known to the Romans, who were at
that time entirely ignovant of the’ polite arts: 5 Poly=-

s
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bius, who was then in the country, had the mortifi- 4

cation to see the painting serve the soldiers for a table
" to play at dice upon. It was afterwards sold to
Attalus for £3625 sterling. Pliny mentions another -
picture by the same painter, whieh the same Attalus
purchased for 110 talents. 'I'he consul, surprised that
the price of the painting in question should rise so
high, interposed his authority, and retained it con=.
trary to public faith, and notwithstanding the eomn-
plaints of Attalus, because he imagined there was
some hidden virtue in the prize, unknown to him.
Ho did not act in that manner for his private interest,
nor with the view of appropriating it to himself, as
he sent it to Rome, to be applied in adorning the
city. When it arrived at Rome, it was set upin
the temple of Ceres, whither the judges went to
sec it out of curiosity, as a wmasterpicce of art;
and it remained there till it was burned with that
temple.

Muminius was a great warrior, and an excellent
man ; but he had neither learning, knowledge of arts,
nor taste for painting or sculpture. Io ordered par-
ticular persons to take care of transporting many
of the paintings and statues of the most excellent
masters to Rome. Never had loss been so irrepa-
rable, as that of such a deposite, consisting of the
masterpicces of those rare artists, who contributed
almost as much as the great captains, to the rendering
of their age glorious to posterity. Mummius, how-
ever, in recommending the care of that precious col-
lection to those to whom he confided them, threatened
them very scriously, that if the statucs, paintings,
and other things with which he eharged them, shiould
be cither lost or destroyed by the way, he would
oblige them to find others at their own cost* ;—a

* Rodlin.
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saying deservedly ridiculed by all persons of sense, as
a most egregious solecism in taste and delicacy*.

It is amusing to observe the difference between
Mummius and SCIplO ;—the one the conqueror of
Corinth, the other of Carthage; both in the same
yeart. Scipio, to the conrage and virtue of ancient
heroes, joined a profound knowledge of the sciences,
with all the genius and ornaments Cof wit.  His pa-
tronage was courted by every one who made any
ﬁO'ure in learning. Panetius, whom Tully ealls the
prince of the Stmcs and Polybius the historian, were
his bosom friends, the assisters of his studies at home,
and the constant companions of his expeditions
abroad. To which may be added, that he passed the
more agreeable hours of his life in the conversation of
lereuce and is even thought to have taken part in
the composition of his comedies.

The period in which the Isthmian games were to
be celebrated being at hand, the expectation of what
was to be transacted drew thither an incredible
multitude of people, and persons of the highest
rank. The conditions of peace, which were not
yet entirely. made public, were the topic of all
conversations, and various constructions were put
npon them; but very few conld be persuaded that
the Romans would evacuate all the cities they
had taken. All Greece was in this uncertainty,
when the multitude being assembled in the stadium
to see- the games, a herald comes forward, and
publishes with a loud voice :—¢ The senate and
people of Rome; and Titus Quintius the general,
having overcome Philip and the Macedonians, case
and deliver from all garrisons and taxes and im-

* Demens ! qui nimbos et non imitabile fulmen,
ZEre ct cornipedum cursu simuléret squorum.—Virée.
+., Kenoet.
§Z



260 RUINS OF ANCIENT

posts, the Corinthians, the Locrians, the Phocia
the Eubeans, the Phthiot Achaians, the Magne-
sians, the Thessalians, and the Perrheebians ; de-
clare them free, and ordain that they shall be g,ovs
craed by their respective laws and usages.” -

At these words all tho spectators were filled wuh,
excessive joy. They gazed upon and questioned one
another with astonishment, and could not believe
cither eyes or ears; so like a dream was what they
saw and heard.  But being at last assured of their
happiness, they abandoned themselves again to the
highest transports of joy, and broke out into such loud
1cd.mntlons, that the sca resounded them to a dis-
tance; and some ravens, which happened to fly that
instant over the assembly, fell down into the sta-
dium ; so true it is, that of all the blessings ofthlshfc,
none are so dear as that of liberty !

Corinth, unevertheless, remained after this in a
ruined and desolate state many years. At length,
Ciesar, after he had subdued Africa, and while his
fleet lay at anchor at Utica, gave order for rebuild-
ing Carthage ; and soon after his return to Italy,
he likewise caused Corinth to be rebuilt. Strabe
and Plutarch agree in ascribing the rcbuilding of
Carthage and Corinth to Juling Caxsar ; and Plu-
tarch remarks this singnlar cirenmstance with regard
to these cities, viz. —that as they were taken and
destroved in the same year, they were rebuilt and
repeopled at the same time.

Under the ecastern emperors, Corinth was the see
of an archbishop, subject to the patriarch of Con-
stantinople.  Roger, king of Naples, obtained posses-
sion of it under the empire of Emanuel. It had,
afterwards, its own sovereign, who ceded it to the
Venetians ; from whom it was taken by Mahomet
., A.n, 1453, The, Venetians retgok it in 1687,
W el AU A1 fié year 1715 when thay 1ot /it “to
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the Turks, in whose possession it remained till, a few
years since, Greece was erected into an indepen-
dent state. The grand army of the Turks* (in 1715)
under the prime vizier, to open themnselves a way
into the heart of the Morea, attacked Corinth, upon
which they made several attacks. The garrison being
weakened, and the governor, seeing it was impos-
sible to hold out against a force so superior to
their own, beat a parley ; but while they were treat-
ing about the articles, one of the magazines in the
Turkish camp, wherein they had €00 barrels of
powder, blew up by accident, whereby between 600
and 700 men were killed ; which so enraged the in-
fidels, that they would not grant any eapitulation,
but stormed the place with so mnch fury that they
took it, and put most of the garrison, with the
governor, Signior Minotti, to the sword. The rest
they made prisoners of war. This subject formed
the foundation of Lord Byron's poem of the Siege of
Corinth.

The natural consequences of an extensive com-
merce were wealth and luxury. Fostered in this
manner, the city rose in magnificence and grandeur ;
and the elegant and magnificent - temples, palaces,
theatres, and other buildings, adorned with statues,
columns, capitals, and bases, not only rendered it
the pride of its inhabitants and the admiration of
strangers, but gave rise to that order of architecture
which still bears its name.

Corinth has preserved but few monuments of its
Greek or Roman citizens. The chief remains are at
the southern corner of the town, and above the bazaar;
eleven columns, supporting their architraves, of the
Doric order, fluted, and wanting in height near half
the common proportion to the diameter. Within
them, to the western end, is one taller, though entire,

* History/ of .thic Turks,



whieh, it is likely, mw h sust
They aro of stone. This ruin is prob
antiquity, and a portion of a fabrie, crected
before the Greck city was doetroyod but bm
Doric order had attained to maturity. ’

Mr. Dodwell, nevertheless, observed no rnﬁwd
the order of architecture which is said to have heen
invented at Corinth, nor did he pereeive in any
of the isthmus the acanthus plant, which forms the
principal distinetive character of tho Corinthian

capital.

Corinth*, says Mr, Turner, contains, within its
walls, remains of antiquity, but some small masses of
rnined walls and seven columns, with part of the frieze
of a temple, of which some columns were pulled down
to make room for a Turkish house to which it joins.

As there i3 nothing approaching to an intelligible
building of ant:qmty, we may exclaim with the
poe Wi

Where is thy grandeur, Corinth | shrunk from sight,
Thy ancient treasures, and thy ramparts’ height,

Thy god-like fancs and palaces! Oh where,

Thy mighty myriads and majestic fair !

Relentless war has poured around thy wall,

And hardly sparcd the traces of thy fall.

There are scveral shapeless and uninteresting’
masscs of Roman remains ecomposed of bricks, one of
which seems to have been a bath, resembling, in
some respects, that of Dioclesian at Rome, but
little ore than the lower walls and foundations are
remaining. The only Grecian ruin which, at pre-
sent, remains at Corinth, is that of a Doric temple.
When Du Loir travelled there (1654), there were
twelve columns of this temple standing. In the time
of Chandler there were also cleven; bnt now thero
ar: only seven. ~To what god this tcmplu was. dedi-
éated 15 unknown.” 1lie cﬁ(:mms are eacli composed
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of one black calcareous stone, which being of a porous
quality, were anciently covered with stucco of great
hardness and durability. From its massive and in-
elegant proportions, Mr. Dodwell is disposed to
believe, that this ruin is the most ancient remaining
in Grecce.

In the narrowest part of the isthmus, about thrce
miles from Corinth, and therefore probably in the
place where the games were celebrated, are scen the
spacious remains of a theatre and stadium ; and less
than a mile from Corinth, in the same direction, the
circuit and arena are still visible. f

The Acropolis, however, is one of the finest objects
in Greece, and before the introduction of artillery, it
was deemed almost impregnable, and had never been

taken except by treachery or surprise. In the time
of Aratus it was defended only by four hundred sol-
diers, fifty dogs, and fifty keepers. It shoots up
majestically from the plain to a considerable height,
and forms a conspicuous object at a great distance;
as it is clearly seen from Athens, from which it is
not less than forty-four miles in a direet line. From
its summit is a glorious prospect. Strabo thus de-
scribes it :—From the summit of the Aecropolis,
Parnassus and Helicon are seen covered with snow.
Towards the west is the gulf of Krissa, bordered by
Phocis, Beeotia, Megaris, Corinthia, and Sieyonia.
Beyond are the Oneian mountains, extending to
Beeotia and Mount Citheron.” The entire view
forms, on the whole, a panorama of the most cap-
tivating features, and of the greatest dimensions,
_comprehending six of the most celebrated states of
Greece ;—Achaia, Locris, Phocis, Boeotia, Attica,
and Argolis *.

The Corinthian order baving been invented at
Cormth, we cannot refuse ourselves the satisfaction

* Dodwell.
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of quoting a passage from Dr. Brewster's
Civil Architecture :—¢ Tlie artists of Graeeia

pereciving that in the Ionic order the severity —_—
Doric had been departed from, by one happy effort -

invented a third, which much surpassed the Ionie
in delicacy of proportion and richness of deco-
rations. This was named the Corinthian order.
The merit of this invention is aseribed to Callima-
chus of Athens, who is said to have had the idea
suggested to him by observing acanthus leaves
growing round a basket, which had been placdd
with some favourite trinkets upon the grave of a
young lady ; the stalks which rose among the leaves
having been formed into slender volutes T)y a square
tile which covered the basket. It is possible that*
a circumstance of this nature may have eaught the
fancy of a sculptor who was contemporary with
Phidias ; and who was, doubtless, in that age of com-
petition, alive to cvery thing which promised dis-
tinction in his profession. But in the warmth of our
devotion for the inspiration of Greek genius, we
must not overlook the facts, that, in the pillars of
several temples in Upper Egypt, whose shafts repre-
sent bundles of reeds or lotns, bound together in
several places by fillets, the capitals are forned by
several rows of delicate leaves. In the splendid
ruins of Vellore in Hindestan, the capitals are, also,
composed of similar ornaments ; and it is well known,
that the Persians, at their great festivals, were in
the habit of decorating with flowers the tops of their
pillars which formed the public apartments. It is,
therefore, not improbable, that these circumstances,
after so much intercourse with other countries, might
have suggested ideas to Callimachus, which enabled
him to surpass the capital of Ionia *.”

. l'chrodo:us; Pliny the Nat.; Du Loir ;—Rollin; Kennét 3
Kuowlesy Wibeier; Chandlév Barfhélan ] Bruart 5 Dolwl ;
Quin ; Turncr,
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At Corinth, too, the art of portrait painting is said
to have been first practised.

¢¢ Blest be the pencil! whose eonsoling power,
Soothing soft Friendship in her pensive hour,
Dispels the clond, with melaneholy fraught,
That absence throws upen her tender thougln
Blest bo the pencil ! whose enchantment gives
To wounded Love the foed on which he lives.
Rich in this gift, though cruel ocean bear
The youth to exile from his faithful fair,
Ho in fond dreams hangs o’er her glowing cheek,
Still owns her present, and still hears her speak.
Oh! Love, it was thy glory to impart
Its infant being to this sweetest art !
Inspired by thee, the soft Corinthian maid,
Her graceful lover’s sleeping form portray’d ;
Her hodmg heart bis near departure knew,
Yet long’d to keep his image in her view.
Pleased she beheld tbe steady shadow fall,
By the clear lamp upon the even wall.
The line she traced, with fond precision trne,
And, drawing, doted on the form she drew :
Nor, as she glow’d with no forbidden fire,
Conceal'd the simple picture from her sire.
His kindred faney, still to nature just,
Copied her line, and form’d the mimic bust,
Thus from thy inspiration, Lovg, we trace
The medell’d image, and the pcncxll d face!

1 »

NO. XXX, CTESIPHON,

Tag Parthian monarchs delighted in the pastoral
life of their Scythian ancestors ; "and the royal camp
was frequently pitched in the plain of Ctesiphon, on:
the eastern bank of the Tigris, at the distance of
only three miles from Seleucia. It was, then, no
other than a village. By the influx of innumerable
attendants on luxury and despotism, who resorted

* The stery of the maid of Corinth may be found in Pliny,
lib. xxxv. ; and in Athenagoras, with this additional circumstance,
that the lover, while his outlines werc taken, is described to have
been asleepy
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to the court, this village insensibly swelled i
large city ; and there the Parthian kings, by
Seleucia as the Greeks, who built that place, had
done by Babylon, built a town, in order to dispeople °
and impoverish Seleucia. Many of the materials,
however, were taken from Babylon itself; so that
from the time the anathema was pronounced against
that city, “it scems,” says Rollin, ¢ as if those
very persons, that ought to have protected her, were -
become her encmies ; as if they had all thonght it
their duty to reduce her to a stato of solitude, by
indirect means, though without using any violence ;
that it might the more manifestly appear to_be the
hand of God, rather than the hand of man, that
brought about her destruction.”

This city was for some time assailed by Julian®,
who fixcd his camp near the ruins of Selencia, and
secured himself by a ditch and rampart, against the
sallies and enterprising garrison of Coche. In this
fruitful and pleasant country the Romans were sup-
plicd with water and forage; and several forts,
which might have embarrassed the motions of the
army, submitted, after some resistance, to the efforts
of their valour. The fleet passed from the Iuphrates
in an artificial diversion of the river, which forms
a copious and mnavigable stream into the Tigris,
at a small distance below the great city. Ilad they
followed this royal canal, which bore the name of
Nahar-Malchat, the immediate situation of Coche
would have scparated the fleet and army of Julian;
and the vast attempt of steering against the current

® Gibhon,
t+ The royal canal (Nahar-Malcha) might bo snccessively re-
stored, saltercd, divided, &e. (Cellarius Geograph. Antiq. tom. ii.
p.- 433) ¢ and these changes may terve 1o explain the sceming con-
tradictions of jantiquity. In the time of Julian, it must haye fallen

inte thellnphratcs, below’ Clesiphion,



RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES. 267

of the Tigris, and forcing their way through the midst
of a hostile capital, must have been attended with
the total destruction of the Roman army. . As Julian
had minutely studied the operations of Trajan in the
same country, he soon recollected that his warlike
predecessor had dug a new and navigable canal,
which conveyed the waters into the Tigris, at some
distance above the river. Irom the information of
the peasants, Julian ascertained the vestiges of this
ancient work, which were almost obliterated by
design or accident. e, therefore, prepared a deep
channel for the reception of the Euphrates: the flood
of waters rushed into this new bed ; and the Roman
flect steered their triumphant course into the Tigris.
He soon after passed, with his whole army, over “the
river: sending up a military shout, the Romans
advanced in measured steps, to the animating notes
of military music; launched their javelins, and
rushed forwards with drawn swords, to deprive the
barbarians, by a closer onset, of the advantage of
their missile weapons. The action lasted twelve
hours: the enemy at last gave way. They were
pursued to the gates of Ctesiphon, and the con-
querors, says the historian from whom we have
borrowed this account, might have entered the dis-
mmayed city, had not their general desired them to
desist from the attempt; since, if it did not prove
snccessful, it must prove fatal. The spoil was ample:

large quantxtles of gold and silver, splendid arms and
trappings, and beds, and tables of massy silver. The
victor distributed, as the reward of valour, some
honourable gifts civic and mural, and naval crowns:
and then considered what new measures to pursue:

for, as we have already stated, his troops had not
ventured to attempt entering the city. He called
a council of war; but sceing that the town was
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strongly defended by the river, loﬁy ﬂtﬁ‘
impassable morasses, he came to the

of not besieging it ; holding it a fruitless and
nicious undtrtal\mg This occurred A.v. 863.

In this city Chosroes, king of Persia, built a
palace; supposed to have been once the most magni-
ficent structure in the East.

In process of time Seleucia and Ctesiphon became
united, and identified under the name of Al Modain,
or the two cities. This union is attributed to the
judgment of Adashir Babigan (the father of the
Sassanian line). 1t afterwards continued a favourite
capital with most of his dynasty, till the race perished
in the person of Yezdijerd; and Al Modain was
rendered a heap of ruins, by the fanatic Arabs, in
the beginning of the seventh century.

At that period (A.p. 637), those walls, which had
resisted the battering rams of the Romaus, yielded
to the darts of the Saracens. Said, the licutenant of
Omar, passed the Tigris without opposition ; the
capital was taken bv assault ; and the disorderly
resistance of the pcoplc gave a keener edge to the
gabre of the Moslems, “who shouted in religious
transport, ¢ This is the white palace of Chosroes :
this is the province of the apostle of God.”

““The spoils,” says Abulfeda, * surpassed the esti-
mate of fancy, or numbers;” and Ehnacin defines
the untold and almost infinite mass by the fabulous
computation of three thousands of thousands of thou-
sands of picces of goldt.

'

* These works were crected by Orodes, one of the Arsacideean
kings,

+ I suspeet,’’ says Mr, Gibbon, ¢‘ that the extravagant numbers
of Elmacin may be 1he error, not of the text, but of the version.
The bert tianslatora from the Greek, for lustance, 1 find to be very
poor srithwecticiaps.’’ =
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One of the apartments of the palace was decorated
with a carpet of silk, 60 cubits in length, and as
many in breadth ; a paradise, or garden, was depicted
on the ground ; the flowers, fruits, and shrubs, were
imitated by the figures of the gold embroidery, and
the colours of the precious stones; and the ample
square was eneircled by a verdant and variegated
border. The conqueror (Owmar) divided the prize
among his brethren of Medina. The picture was
destroyed ; but such was the value of the material,
that the share of Ali was sold for 20,000 drachms.
The sack was followed by the desertion and gradual
decay of the city. In little more than a century
after this it was finally supplanted by Bagdad under
the Caliph Almanzor,

“ Theimperial legions,” says Porter, * of Rome and
Constantinople, with manya barbarie phalanx besides,
made suceessive dilapidation on the walls of Scleueia
and Ctesiphon ; but-it was reserved for Omar and
his military fanatics to complete the final overthrow.
That victorious caliph founded the city of Kufa on
the western shore of the Euphrates ; whilst the defeat,
whieh the Persians sustained from one of his best
generals in the battle of Cadesia, led to the storming
of Al-Maidan, and an indiscriminate massacre of all
its Guebre inhabitants. In after times the caliph
Almanzor, taking a dislike to Kufa, removed the
seat of his government to Bagdad ;. the materials for
the erection of which he brought from the battered
walls of the Greek and Parthian city ; so as Babylon
was ravaged and carried away for the building of
Seleucia and Ctesiphon, in the same manner did they
moulder into ruin before the rising foundations of
Bagdad.”  Little more remains of Seleucia but the
ground on which it stood ; showing, by its unequal
surface, the low moundy traces of its former inhabit-
aits)/ Small| 85 - theése vestiges may/seém; they/ are
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daily wasting away, and soon nothing would be
to mark the site of Seleucia, were it not for the
parently imperishable canal of Nebuchadnezzar, the
Nahar Malcha, whose capacious bosom, noble in
ruins, Jopeus to the Tigris, north of where the city
stood.” y

What remains of the palace of Chosroes is thus
described by the same hand. “ Having passed the
Diala, a river which flows into the Tigris, the lofty
palace of Chosroes, at Modain, upon the site of the
ancient Ctesiphion, became visible to us ; looking
exceedingly large through tho refracting atmosphere
of the southern horizon, above the even line of
which it towered as the most conspicuous object any
where to be seen around us. It looked from hence
much larger than Westminster Abbey, when seen
from a similar distance ; and in its gcneral outline it
resembled that building very much, excepting only in
its having no towers. The grcat cathedral of the
Crusaders, still standing on the ancient Orthosm, on
the coast of Syria, is a pcrfcct model of it in general
appearance ; as that building is seen when approaching
from the southward, although there is no one feature
of resemblance between those edifices in detail.”

On the northernbank of the Diala, Mr. Buckingham
saw nothing but some grass huts, inhabited by a few
families, who earned their living by transporting
travellers across the river ; and to the westward, near
the Tigris, a few scattered tents of Arab shepherds.
On the south bank a few date-trees were seen; but,
besides these, no other signs of fertility or cultivation
appearcd,

When Mr. Buckingham reached the mounds of
Ctesiphon, he found them to be of a moderate height,
of a light colour, and strewed over with fragments of
those invariable remarks of former population, broken
pottery.. 2 The-outer surface of the moundsmade tliem
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appear as mere heaps of earth, long exposed to the
atmosphere; but he was assured by several well
acquainted with the true features of the place, that
on digging into the mounds, a masonry of unburnt
brieks was found, with layers of reed between them,
as in the ruins at Akkerhoof and the mounds of
Meklooba at Babylon. The extent of the semicirele
formed Ly these heaps, appears to be nearly two
miles. The area of the city, however, had but few
mounds throughout its whole extent, and those were
small and isolated ; the space was chiefly covered
with thick heath, sending forth, as in the days of
Xcnophon, a highly aromatic odour, which formed a
cover for partridges, hares, and gazelles, of each of
which the traveller saw considerable numbers.

After traversing a space within the walls, strewed
with fragments of burnt bricks and pottery, he came
to the tomb of Selman Pauk. ¢ This Selman Pauk*,”
says Mr, Buckingham, ¢ was a Persian barber, who,
from the fire-worship of his ancestors, became a
convert to Islam, under the persuasive eloquence of
the great prophet of Modain himself; and, after a
life of fidelity to the cause he had embraced, was
buried here in his native city of Modain. The
memory of this beloved companion of the great head
of their faith is held in great respect by all the
Mahometans of the country ; for, besides the annual
feast of the barbers of Bagdad, who in the month of
April visit his tomb as that of a patron saint, there
are others who come to it on pilgrimage at all seasons
of the year.”

The large ruin, which forms the principal attraetion
of this place, is situated about seven hundred paces to
the south of this tomb. It is called by the natives
Tauk Kesra (the Arch of Kesra). It is composed of
two wings and one large central hall, extending all

" Selinan the Purc.
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the depth of the building. Itsfrontis :
being two hundred anﬁ sixty feet in M&, 2
upwards of one hundred feet in height.  Of front
the great arched hall occupies the centre ; its entrance
being of an equal height and breadth with the hall
itself. The arch is thus about ninety feet in breadth,
and rising above the general line of the front, is at
least one hundred and twenty feet high, while its
depth is at least equal to its height. <« The wings
leading out on each side of the central arch,” con-
tinues Mr. Buckingham, ¢ to extend to the front of
the building, are now merely thick walls; but these
had originally apartments behind them, as may be
seen from undonbted marks that remain, as well as
two side doors leading from them into the great
central hall.” The walls which forin these wings in
the line of the front were built on the inclined s%ope,
being in thickness abont twenty feet at the base; but
only ten at the summit. The masonry is altogether
of burnt bricks, of the size, form, and composition of
those seen in the ruins of Babylon ; but none of themn
have any writing or impression of any kind. The
cement is white lime, and the layers are much thicker
than is seen in any of the burnt brick edifices at
Babylon ; approaching ncarer to the style of the
Greek and Roman masonry found among the ruins
of Alexandria, where the layers of lime are almost as
thick as the bricks themselves. At Babylon the
cement is searcely perceptible.  The symmetry of the
work hears considerable resemblance, however, both
to the Bira and the fine fragments of brick-masonry of
the age of the Caliphs, still remaining at Bagdad.
The wings, thongh not perfectly uniformn, are
similar in their general construction ; ¢ but the great
extent of the whole front,” says our accomplishtd
traveller, ¢ with the broad and lofty arch of its centre,
aid 'thio profusion’ of vecesses and pilasters (on’ éich
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side, must have produced an imposing appearance,
when the edifice was perfeet ; more particularly if
the front was once coated, as tradition states it to have
-been, with white marble ; a material of too much
value to remain long in its place after the desertion
of the city.” Thearches of the building are deseribed
to be all of a Roman form, and the architecture of the
Roman style, though with less purity of taste; the
pilasters having neither capital nor pedestal, and a
pyramidal termination is given to some of the long
narrow niches of the front.

There is a cireumstance, in regard to the position
of this pile, very remarkable. The front of it, though
nnmediately facing the Tigris, lies duc east by com-
pass ; the stream winding here so exceedingly, that
this edifice, though standing on the west of that por-
tion of the river flowing before it, and facing the
cast, is yet on the eastern side of the Tigris, in its
general-eourse.  Another curiosity of the same kind
is exhibited ; that in regard to the sailing of boats,
the stream being so serpentine, that those which are
going up by it to Bagdad are seen steering south-
south-west through one reach,and north-west through
another above it.- Nor ought we to close here. Sir
R. K. Porter furnishes a beautiful aneedote. ¢ The
history of Persia, from the Royut-ul-Suffa,” says he,
‘““ gives an intcresting anecdote of this palace. A
Roman ambassador, who had been sent to Chosroes
with rich presents, was admiring the noble prospect
from the window of the royal palace, when he re-
marked a rough piece of ground ; and making inquiry
why it was not rendered uniform with the rest, the
person to whom he spoke replied, ¢ Itis the property
of an old woman, who, though often requested to sell
it to the king, has constantly refused ; and our mon-
arch is more willing to have his prospect spoiled,
than to perfect/it by an act of violence. | ¢ Thatrough

VT L T
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spot,” cried the Roman, ¢ consecrated by justice, .
appears to me moro beautiful than all the surround-

ing scene’.” *

NO. XXXI.—DELI'HOS,

CasTing the eye over thosite of ancient Delphost,
one cannot imagine what has become of the walls of
the numerous buildings, which are mentioned in tho
history of its former magnificence. 'With the excep-
tion of a few terraces, nothing now appears. We do
not even see any swellings or risings in the ground,
indicating the %rraves of the temple. All, therefore,
is mystery; and the Greeks may truly say,—* Where
stood the walls of our fathers 2 Scarce their mossy
tombs remain!”  But

Though here no moroe Apollo haunts his grot,

And thou, the Muses’ seat, art now their grave,
Some gentlo spirit still pervades tho spot,

Sighs in tho gale, keeps silence in the cave,

And glides with glassy foot o’er yon melodious wave,

Delphos is now sunk into a village,—a village of
wretchedness,—known by the name of Castri.

Delphos was built in the form of a kind of amphi-
theatre, and was divided into three parts; one rising,
as it were, above the other. It was universally be-
lieved by the ancients to be situated in the middle
of the earth ; in consequence of which it was called
the “navel of the world.”

It stood under Parnassus. It was not defended
by walls, but by precipices, which environed it on
all sides. It had temples dedicated to Latona, Diana,
and Minerva Providence; also one dedicated to
Apollo.  This edifice was built, for the most part, of
a very beautiful stone; but the frontispicce was of
Parian marble, and the vestibule was decorated

* Roilin; Gibbon; Porter ; Buckingham.
1/ Willidws, B)
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with paintings. On the walls were moral sentences.
In the interior was a statue of the god, and such a
multitude of precious things, that it is impossible to
describe them. We must refer to Plutarch, Strabo,
Pausanias, and other ancient writers ; and more parti-
cularly to Barthelemy’s ¢ Travels of Anacharsis,”since
he has collected all the principal circumstances in
regard to it. Our businessis to state the condition
to which it is reduced. Before we do this, however,
we must admit something of what has been written
of this celebrated place.

Delphos was an ancient city of Phoeis, in Achaia.
It stood upon the declivity, and about the middle of
the mountain Parnassus, built upon a small extent of
even ground, and surrounded by precipices, which
fortified it without the aid of art. Diodorus says,
that there was a cavity npon Parnassus, whenee an
exhalation arose, which made the goats skip about,
and intoxicated the brain. A shepherd having ap-
proached it, out of a desire to know the eauses of so
extraordinary an effect, was immediately seized with
violent agitations of the body, and pronounced words
which indicated prophecy. Others made the same
experiment, and it was soon rumoured throughout
the neighbouring countries. The cavity was no
longer approached without reverence. The exhala-
tion was concluded to have something divine in it.
A priestess was appointed for the reception of its
inspirations,and a tripod was placed upon a vent, from
whence she gave oracles, The city of Declphos rose
insensibly round about the eave, where a temple was
erected, which at length became very magnificent.
The reputation of this oraele very much exceeded that
of all others.

The temple being burned about -the fifty-eighth
Olympiad, the Amphyctions took upon themsclves
the care (of i rebuilding | it.7 ©'hey agreed withi /the

T2
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architect, for three hundred talents. The cities of
Greece were to furnish that sum.  The Delphians
were taxed a fourth part of it, and made
ings in all parts, even in foreign nations, for that
purpose. {

Gyges, king of Lydia, and Creesus, one of his
successors, enriched the temple of Delphos with an
ineredible number of presents. Many other princes,
cities, and private persons, by their example, in a
kind of emulation of each other, had heaped up in
it tripods, vessels, tables, shields, crowns, chariots,
and statues of gold and silver of all sizes, equally
infinite in number and value. The presents of gold
-which Creesus alone made to this temple amounted,
according to Herodotus, to upwards of 254 talents
(about 35,5001 sterling) ; and perhaps those of silver
to as much, Most of those presents were in being in
the time of Herodotus. Diodorus Siculus, adding
those of other princes to them, makes the amount
10,000 talents (about 1,300,0007).

It is not less surprising than true®, that one of the
most celebrated edifices in the world has been so
entirely destroyed, that sufficient traces are scarcely
left by which the traveller can form even a conjee-
ture as to its position.

During the Sacred war, the people of Phocis seized
from it 10,000 talents to maintain their armies
against their powerful opponents.  Sylla plundered
it; and Nero carried away no less than five hundred
statues of brass, partly of the gods, and partly of
the most illustrious heroes. It had been plundered
no less than eleven times before.

Tt is not known when this celebrated oracle ceased.
Lucian says that answers were given in his time:
but most of the Grecian oracles were annihilated
when Constantine relinquished the errors of poly-
i1} I DeasellD )/ T &
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theism. Indeed Constantine the Great proved a
more fatal enemy to Apollo and Delphos, than either
Sylla or Nero: he removed the sacred tripods to
adorn the hippodrome of his own city. Afterwards
Julian sent Oribesius to restore the temple, but he
was admonished by an oracle to represent to the
emperor the deplorable condition of the place. ¢ Tell
him, the well-built court is fallen to the ground.
Phoebys has not a cottage ; nor the prophetic laurel ;
nor the speaking fountain (Cassotis) ; but cven the
beautiful water is extinct.”

The temple was situated in a very romantic sitna-
tion ; rendered still more striking by the innumerable
echoes, which multiplied every sound, and increased
the veneration of superstitious visitants. But even
its form is unknown ; though painters, for the most
part, have delineated it as circular, amongst whom may
be mentioned Claude Lorrain, and Gaspar Poussin.

The Apollo Belvidere is supposed to be a copy
from the statue in this temple.

The Castalian spring, however, still exists, and
equally clear as in ancient times. It is ornamented
with ivy, and overshadowed by a large fig-tree, the
roots of which have penetrated the fissures of the
rock. At the front is a majestic plane-tree.

The remains of the town wall are a little to the
east of the Castalian spring ; but no part of it is left
but the interior mass, which consists of an exceed-
ingly hard composition of small stones and mortar.

When Pausanias visited Delphos, there were four
temples and a gymnasium in the vicinity of the
eastern gate; and several ruins and fragments may
now be seen : some fine blocks of marble, some with
inscriptions, a marble ‘triglyph, and other Doric re-
mains. There are none, however, of the hippodrome ;
in which ten chariots are said to have been able to
start af the'same monient. ?
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The temple has vanished like a dream, leaving v
trace behind; insomuch, that Mr. Dodwell’s opinion is,
that the site of this far-famed edifice nust bo sought
for under the humble cottages of Castri, as the whole
village probably stands within its ancient peribolos, -
In somo places, however, are blocks of considerable
magnitude ; and some ancient foundations, supposed
to be those of the Lesche, which contained the paint-
ings of Polygnotus; and ncar the Aga’s house are
several remains of some fluted marble columns, of the
Doric order, and of large dimensions.  Some inserip-
tions, too, have been observed. Omne in marble is in
honour of the Emperor Hadrian: ¢ The council of the
Amplictyons, under the superintendence of the priest
Plutarch, from Delphi, commemorate the Emperor.”
Another: ¢ The council of Amphietyons and Achai-
ans, in honour of Polycratea, high priestess of the
Achaian Council, and daughter of Polycrates and
Dingencia” Another states that ¢ The father and
mother of Amarius Nepos, honoured by the Senate
of Corinth with rewards, due to him as senator and
overseer of the Forum, pul their son under the pro-
tection of the Pythian Apollo.”

The remains of the gymnasium are principally be-
hind the monastery. The foundations were sustained
by an immense bulwark of hewn stone. There is
also some part of a stadium. The marble posts
remain.  Its length is 660 feet. I was surprised,”
says Mr. Dodwell, “ to find few fragments of marble
among the ruins of Delphos. The town was small ;
but it was a concentration of great opulence and
splendour.  'What can have become of the materials
which adorned its public_edifices ? Several curiosities
are no doubt buried below the village : though the
goil is in general so thin and so rocky, that great
masses cannot be concealed beneath the superficies,”
T'Reéy” Havé) 'no” donbt,  ‘erumbled” awnyl O Jhie fate,
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however, of Delphos has been greatly aggravated of
late years; for in consequence of some dispute be-
tween the agents of Ali Pacha and the inhabitants of
Castri, the Pacha laid the village under contribution
to pay him the sum of 15,000 piastres, This they
were unable to do; in consequence of which every-
thing was taken from them ; and this serves to explain
the ruined state of the place. ¢ In its present condi-
tion,” says Dr. Clarke, “ there is not in all Lapland a
more wretched village than Castri*.”

NO. XXXII.—ECBATANA.

Ta1s city, which Heraclius says was as large as
Athens, was founded by oneof the most illustrious
princes that ever adorned the earth—Dejoces, King of
the Medes. Not that we mean to vindicate or approve
all that he did ; but, “taking him for all in all,” history .
has but few characters that can be placed in compe-
tition with him.

It is not our intention to write the history of this
celebrated prince anew, his story being almost una-
nimously allowed :. we have only to copy. We shall,
therefore, select the account, compiled by Rollin, from
the testimony of Ierodotus ; ours being an abstract.

The Medes were a people divided into tribes. They
dwelt almost entirely in villages ; but Dejoces, find-
ing with how great an inconvenience such a mode of
life was attended, erected the state into a monarchy.
The methods he took to accomplish this, exhibited
the consummate wisdom with which his mind was
endowed. When he formed the design, he laboured
to make the good qualities that had been observed in
him more conspicuous than ever; and he succeeded .
so well, that the inhabitants of the district in which
he lived, made him their judge. His conduct fully
answered the expectation of those who elected him.

# (Rellin’, Barthélemi; Cliandler; Clarke 3 Dodwell 5 Willians,
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He brought tho association into a regular

of life ; and this being ‘observed by a multitude
other villages, they soon began to make him arbitra-
tor for them, as lic had been for the first.  “ When
he found himself thus advanced,” says the historian,
“he judged it a proper time to set his last engines
to work for compassing his point. He, therefore,
retired from business, pretending to be over-fatigued
with the multitude of peoplo that resorted to him
from all quarters; and would not excrcise the office of
Jjudgo any longer, notwithstanding all the importu-
nity of such as wished well to the public tranquillity.
When any person addressed themselves to him, he
told them,.that his own domestic aftairs would not .
allow him to attend to those of other people.”

The consequence of this withdrawal was, that the
various communities relapsed into a worse state than
they had been before; and the evil increased so ra-
pidly, from day to day, that the Medes felt them-
selves constrained to meet, in order to endeavour to
find some remedy for it. This was what Dejoces
had foreseen. e sent emissaries, therefore, to the
asscmbly, with instructions in what manner to act.
When the turn came for those persons to speak, they
declared their opinion, that unless the face of the
republic was entirely changed, the whole country
would be entirely uninhabitable. ¢ The only means,”
said they, “left for us is, to elect a king. Having
clected a sovereign, with authority to restrain vio-
lence, and miake laws, every one can prosecutc his
own affairs in peace and security.” This opinion was
seconded by the consent of the whole assembly.  All
* that remained then was to find out a proper person,
This did not require much time. IDcjoces was the
man to whom all eyes were instantly turned. 1le
was, thercfore, immediately clected king with the
cottsént-of  dll-present. /7« There'is”/ says the wuthor
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from whom we borrow, ¢ nothing nobler or greater,
than to see a private person, cminent for his merit
and virtue, and fitted by his excellent talents for the
highest employments, and yet, through inclination
and modesty, preferring a life of obscurity and re-
tirement ; thus to see such a man sincerely refuse the
offer made to him of reigning over a whole nation,
and at last consent to undergo the toil of government
upon no other motive than that of being useful to his
fellow citizens. Such a governor was Numa at Rome,
and such have been some other governors, whom the
people have constrained to accept the supreme power.
But,” continues he in a strain of great wisdom,
“to put on the mask of modesty and virtue, in order
to satisfy onc’s ambition, as Dejoces did; to affect
to appear outwardly what a man is not inwardly ; to
refuse for a time, and then accept with a seeming
repugnancy what a man earnestly desires, and what
he has been labouring by secret, underhand, prac-
tices to obtain; this double dealing has so much
meanness 1n it, that it goes a great way to lessen our
opinion of the person, be his talents never so great or
extraordinary.” 4

The method by which Dejoces gained his ambi-
tion to be king, greatly disenchants us of his merits.
But having attatned it, he acted in 2 manner few
men have been found to adopt, even when they have
arrived at the throne by the most legitimate of me-
thods. e set himself to civilise and polish his
subjects ; men who, having lived perpetually in vil-
lages, almost without laws and without polity, had
contracted rude manners and savage dispositions.

Thus animated, he selected a hill, the ascent of
which was regular on every side, and having marked
out, with his own hands, the circumference of the
walls, he laid the foundation of a city, which became
the ‘capitatof /the' dominions of “whicli (he"liad 'been
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elected sovereign. When he had done this, he con-
structed walls after the following manner. Their
number was seven ; all disposed in such a manner,
that the outermost did not hinder the parapet of the
second from being seen; nor the second that of the
third, and so of all tho rest. Within the last and
smallest inclosure he erected his own palace; and
there he kept all his treasures. The first and largest
inclosure is supposed to have been of alout the size
of Athens, when at its greatest height. The palace
was at the foot of the citadel, and about seven fur-
longs in eircnmference. The wood-work wasof cedar
or cypress ; the beams, the ceilings, the columns of
the porticoes, and the peristyles, were plated with
cither gold or silver ; tho roofs were covered with
silver tiles.

This city the founder called EcBataxa*. The as-
pect of it was beautiful and magnificent ; and, having
completed it to his satisfaction, he employed himself
in composing laws for the good of the community,
In order to do this with greater effect, and with a
view to keep up the respect which nearness of view
is apt to impair with rude and ignorant persons, he
secluded himself almost entirely from the people at
large. All was done through the mediumn of agents

¢ In Judith, Dejoces is called Arphaxad:—** 1. In tho twelfth
of the reign of Nabuchodonosor, who reigned in Nineveh, the great
city ; in the days of Arphaxad, which rcigned over the Medes in
Lcbatana.

2. And built in Ectabana walls round about of stones hewn,
three enbits broad and six enbits long, and made the height of the
walls ecventy eubits, and tho breadth thercof fifty cnbits,

3. And sct the towers thereof npon the gates of it, an hundred
cubits high, and the breadth thereof in the foundation thereof three
score cubits,

4. And ho made the gates thercof, even gates that were raised
to the height of seventy cubits, and the breadth of them was forty
cubits, for the gaing forth of his mighty armics, aud for the setting
iu nrray of Lis footmen.!!
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and servants., e knew all that was passing. He
made a multitude of wise laws. He became literally
the true father of his people; for so entirely did he
give himself up to the contemplation of their benefit,
that though he reigned not less than fifty-threc years,
he had no reason to complain of any of the ncigh-
bouring kingdoms; and so satisfied was he of the
good belonging to his own fortune, that he never
once engaged in any enterprise against them.

Dejoces was succeeded by his son Phraortes, of
whom it is not necessary to say more than that he
cnlarged the city his father had built. Ife was sue-
ceeded by Cyaxares I., who reigned forty ycars.
I1e made himself master of all the cities of the king-
dom of Assyria, except Babylon and Chaldwa.
Astyages was the next king of the Medes, he who
is called in scripture Ahasuerus.* ITe married his
daughter, Mandana, to Cambyses king of Persia;
and thereby became grandfather to the great Cyrus,
one of the most remarkable princes in all history.
He was succeeded by Cyaxares II., called in serip-
ture Darius the Mede ; who, under the generalship
of Cyrus, having taken Babylon, Cyrus, on the
death of his father Cambyses, and his uncle, whom
he had made governor of Babylon, united the empires
of the Medes and Persians under one and the same
authority. Ecbatana, therefore, from that time ceased
to be the chief seat of authority+t.

* It is said, in Esther, that Ahasnerus reigned over one hundred

and twenty-seven princes 3 from India to Ethiopia.

1 According to Herodotus, the reign of
Dejoces was . . . 53 years.
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Diodorus Siculus relates, that wlnn w
came to Lcbatana, ¢ which,” says he, “is situated
in a low and even plain,” she built a stately palace
there, and bestowed more care upon that city than
she had done upon any other.  For the city wanting
water (there being no spring near it), she plentifully
supplied it with such as was good, which she brm:l%
thither in this manner. There is a mountain call
Orontes, twelvo furlongs distant from the city, ex-
ceedingly high and steep for the space of twenty-five
furlongs up to the top. On the other side of this
mount there is a largo mere, or lake, which empties
itself into the river.. At the foot of this mount she
dug a canal fifteen feet in breadth and forty in depth,
through which she couveyed water to the city in
great abundance *.

Alexander being in pursuit of Darius, came within
three days’ march of Lcbatana, where he was met
by the son of Ochus, who informed him that Darius
had left that city five days before, carrying with
him five thousand talents (about one wmillion five
hundred thousand pounds), from the Median trea-
sury. When Alexander took possession of the city,
he laid up all the treasure he had got from Persis
and Susiana. It was in this city that Darius made
the following remarkable speech to the principal
officers of his army. IIe had lost Persepolis and
Pasagarda :—* Dear companions, among so many
thousand men who composed my army, you only
have not abandoned me during the whole conrse of
my ill-fortune ; and, in a short timne, nought but your
fidelity and constancy will be able to make me fancy
myself a king. Du;(rtr'rs and traitors now govern

(7 Somv mnhors have m-ulc a slnngc mmnko they have con-
fuscd this city with that of the same name in Syria, at the foot of
Monnt, Canmnolsoand still mote_oftenc with ahat which way ealled
thie Cityof the Magi”?
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in my citics. Not that they are thought worthy of
the honour bestowed upon them; but rewards are
given them only in the view of tempting you, and
staggering your perseverance. Y ou still chose to follow
my fortune rather than that of the conqueror; for
which you certainly have merited a recompense from
the gods; and I do not doubt but they will prove
beneficent towards you, in case that power is denied
me.  With such soldiers and officers I' would brave,
without the least dread, the enemy, how formidable
soever he may be. What! would any one have me
surrender myself up to the mercy of the conqueror,
and expect from him, as a reward of my baseness and
meanness of spirit, the government of some province
which he may condescend to leave? No! It never
shall be in the power of any man, either to take
away, or fix upon my head, the diadem I wear. -
The same power shall put a period to my reign and
life. If you have all the same courage and reso-
lution, which I can no longer doubt, I assure
myself that you shall retain your liberty, and not be
exposed to the pride and insults of the Macedonians.
You have in your own hands the means either to
revenge or terminate all your evils.,” IHaving ended
this speech, the whole body replied with shouts, that
they were ready to follow him in‘all fortunes.

Nabarzanes and Bessus soon showed the unfor-
tunate king how little confidence is to be plaeced in
man. They and other traitors scized upon Darius,
bound him in chains of gold, placed him in a covered
chariot, and sct out for Bactriana, with the design
of delivering their master up to Alexander. They
afterwards murdered him.

Plutareh says of Alexander, that he traversed all
the province of Babylon, which immediately made
its submission ; and that in the distriet of Ecbatana,
hessaw, a—gulfrof fire, which streamed . continually,
as from an inexhausiible source. - He admired, also,



a flood of naphtha, not far from the gulf,

flowed in such abundance that it formed alake. The

naphtha, in many respects, resembles tho bitumen,
but ismuch more mflammable. Before any fire touches
it, it catches light from a flame at some distance, and
often kindles all the immediate air. The barbarians,
to show the king its force, and the subtlety of its
nature, sca.ttcref some drops of it in the street,
which led to his lodging ; and standing at one end,
they applied their torches to some of the first drops ;
for it was night. The flame communicated itself
swifter than thought, and the street was instan-
taneously all on fire.

On Lis arrival, Alexander offered magnificent
sacrifices to the deities, in thanksgiving for the sue-
cess that had crowned his arms.  Gymnic games and
theatrical representations succeeded, and universal fes-
tivities reigned in the Grecian army. But in the midst
of these rejoicings, the king had the misfortune to
lose the friend he loved the most. He was engaged
in presiding at the games, when he was suddenly
and hastily sent for ; but before he could reach tho
bed-side of IHephaestion, his friend had expired.

The king gave himsclf up to sorrow many days.
At length, when he had recovered his self-connnand,
he gave orders for a mu%niﬁccnt funeral, the ex-
pense of which is said to have amounted to not less
than 10,000 talents, that is, about two millions!
. All the Oriental subjects were charged to put on
mourning ; and it is even affirmed, that, to gratify
Alexander's affection, several of his companions
dedieated themselves and arms to the deceased fa-
vourite.  The folly of Alexander went even farther.
Ie wrote to Cleomences, his governor in Egypt, a
person of an inordinate bad character, command-
iz him_to erect two temples to Hephestion ; one at
Niutindra) Tand anoflierSin Alié [iakand 66 Pharos
o If [ find these temples crected, when [return into



LA

RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES. 287

Egypt, I will not only forgive all thy past deeds,
but likewise all thou mayest hereafter commit!”

Plutarch says :—When he came to Ecbatana, in
Media, and had despatched the most urgent affairs,
he employed himself in the celebration of gamecs,
and other public solemnities; for which purpose
8000 artificers, lately arrived from Greece, were very
serviceable to him. But, unfortunately, Hephes-
tion fell sick of a fever in the midst of this festivity.
As a young man and a soidier, he could not bear to
be kept to strict diet; and taking the opportunity
to dine when his physician Glaucus was gone to the
theatre, he ate a roasted fowl, and drank a flagon
of wine, made as cold as possible ; in consequence of
which he grew worse, and died a few days after.

Plutareh and Quintus Curtius relate, that when
Darius offered Alexander all the country which lies
ou the west of the Euphrates, with his daughter
Statira in marriage, and a portion of 10,000 talents
of gold, Parmenio having been present at this offer,
and having been required to state his opinion in
regard to it,” answered, that if it were he, he
would accept it; “ so would I,” answered Alexan-
der, “ were I Parmenio.”

Sometime after this, the life of this excellent
friend and consummate general, as well as that of
his son, was sacrificed to a mean and wanton ac-
cusation made against him of treason against his
master’s person ; dying in the height of his pros-
perity, in the 70th year of his age. At Ecbatana,
it was commonly observed in the army to which he
belonged, that Parmenio had gained many victories
without Alexander, but that Alexander had gained
none without Parmenio.

Ecbatana is supposed to have been situated where
the modern Hameden now stands; that is, in the
provisce of /Trae-Agemi; winding betwien Bagdad
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and Ispaban, 240 miles from each. It
the foot of a mountain, whence issue streams,
water the country. The adjacent parts mm
and productive of corn and rice. The air is healthy,
but the winter is said to be intemse. Its climate,
however, was so fine in ancient times, that the Per-
sian kings preferred it to Ispahan or Susa ; henee it
acqulrcd the titlo of the ¢ Royal City.” v

¢« Ecbatana,” says Rennell, ¢ was unquestionably on,
or near, the sito of Hameden in Al Jebel. A
number of authoritics concur in proving this; althow
many refer to Tauris, or Tebriz, in Aderbigian ; Mr.
Gibbon and Sir William Jones among the rest. The
authorities aro too numerous to be adduced here.
We shall only mention that Isidore of Charax places
it on the road from Seleucia to Parthia ; that Pliny
says Susa is equi-distant from Seleucia and Ecba-
tana; and that Ecbatana itself lies in the road from
Nineveh to Rages or Ray.” ¢“The sitnation of IHame-
den,” says Mr. Moner, “gomuch unlike that of other
Persian cities, wonld of itself be snflicient to establish
its claim to a remote origin, considering the propen-
sity of the ancients to build their cities on_eclevated
positions. Ispahan, Schiraz, Teheran, Tabris, Khoi,
&c., are all built on plains; but Iameden occupies
a grc’lt diversity of surface, and, like Rome and Con-
stantinople, can enumerate the lnlls over which it is
spread. Its locality, too, agrees with that of Ecba-
tana, built on the declivity of the Orontes, according
to Polybins*, and is also conformable to Herodotust;
who, in describing the walls, rising into circles one
above another, says, ¢this mode of building was
favoured by the situation of the place.” ”

“T had not expected to sece Jcbatana,” says Sir
Robert Ker Porter, ““as Alexander found it; neither in

*Libsxs 24 4 /Clioy 984

o .
'
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the superb ruin, in which Timour had left it ; but,
almost unconsciously to myself, some indistinct ideas
of what it had been floated before me; and when I
actually beheld its remains, it was with the appalled
shock of secing a prostrate dead body, where I had
anticipated a living man, though drooping to decay.
Orontes, indeed, was there, magnificent and hoary-
headed ; the funeral remmnant of the poor corpse
beneath.,” The extensive plain of Hameden stretched
below, and the scene there was delightful. Number-
less castellated villages, rising amidst groves of the
noblest trees, The whole tract appeared as a carpet
of luxuriant verdure, studded by hamlets and watered
by rivulets. < If the aspect of this part of the coun-
try,” thought the traveller, ¢ now presents so rich a
picture, when its palaces are no more, what must it
have been when Astyages held his court here ; and
Cyrus, in his yearly courses from Persepolis, Susa,
and Babylon, stretched his golden sceptre over this
delicious plain 2 Well might such a garden of na-
ture’s bounties be the favourite seat of kings, the
nursery of the arts, and all the graceful courtesies of
life.”

The site of the modern town, Sir Robert goes on
to observe, like that of the ancient, is on a gradual
ascent, terminating near the foot of the eastern side
of the mountain. It bears many vestiges of having
been strongly fortified. The sides and summits are
covered with large remnants of great thickness, and
also of towers, the materials of which were bricks,
dried in the sun.

When it lost the name of Ecbatana in that of
Hameden, it seems to have lost its honours too ; for
while it preserved the old appellation of the capital,
whence the great kings of the Kaianian race had
dictated their decrces ; and where « Cyrus, the king,
had placed, in the house of the rolls of its palace, the

VOL. I. U
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record wherein was written his order for the re-
building of Jerusalem,” it seems, with the retention
of its name, to have preserved some memory of its
consequence, even so far into modern times as three
centuries of ¢ the Christian era.” ¢ It was then,”
continues our accomplished traveller, ¢ that Tiridates
attempted to transfer its glories to his own capital ;
and, according to Ebn Haukel, the gradual pro

of six hundred years mouldered away the architec-
tural superiority of the ancient city. Towards the
end of the fourteenth century, Tamerlano sacked,
pillaged, and destroyed its proudest buildings, ruined
the inhabitants, and reduced the whole, from being
one of the most extensive cities of the East, to hardly
a parsang in length and breadth*. In that dismantled
and dismembered state, though dwindled to a mere
day-built suburb of what it was, it possessed iron
gates, till within these fifty years; when Aga Ma-
homed Khan, not satisfied with the depth of so great
a capital’s degradation, ordered every remain of past
consequence to be destroyed.” The result? ¢ His
commands were obeyed to a tittle. The mud alleys,
which now occupy the site of ancient streets or
squares, are narrow, interrupted by large holes or
hollows, in the way, and heaps of the fallen crumbled -
walls of deserted dwellings. A miserable bazaar or
two are passed through in traversing the town ; and
large lonely spots are met with, marked by broken
low mounds over older ruins; with here and there a
few poplars or willow trees, shadowing the border

* FEcbatana was taken by Nadir Shab. Nadir marched against
the Turks as soon as his troops were refreshed from the fatigues
they bad endured in the pursuit of the Afghauns. He eneountered
the force of two Turkish pachas on the plains of Huineden, over-
threw them, and made himself master, not only of that city, but
of all tho couniry in the vicinity.—Meoerza Mehdy’'s Hist. Sir
William Jones’s works, vol. v, 112; Malcolm’s Ilist. of Persia,
vol. di. Ots dtes
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of a dirty stream, abandoned to the meanest uses ;
which, probably, flowed pellucid and admired, when
these places were gardens, and the grass-grown heap
some stately dwelling of Ecbatana.”

In one or two spots may be observed square plat-
forms of large stones, many of which are chiselled
over with the finest Arabic characters, These, how-
ever, are evidently tomb-stones of the inhabitants
during the caliphs’ rule; the register of yesterday.
¢ As I passed throngh the wretched hovelled streets,
and saw the once lofty city of Astyages, shrunk
like a shrivelled gourd, the contemplation of such a’
spectacle called forth more saddening reflections than
any that had awakened in me on any former ground
of departed greatness. In some I had seen moulder-
ing ponp, or sublime desolation ; in this, every object
spoke of neglect, and hopeless poverty. Not majesty
in stately ruin, pining to find dissolution on the spot
where it was first blasted ; but beggary, seated on
the place which kings had occupied, squalid with
rags, and stupid with misery. It was impossible to
look on it and not exclaim, “ O Ecbatana, seat of
princes ! How is the mighty fallen, and the weapons
of war perished !”

Sir Robert saw, not far from the remains of a for-
tress to the south, the broken base and shaft of a
column ; which, on examination, proved to him that
the architecture of Persepolis and Ecbatana had been
the same.

Hameden is to be seen for several miles before
reaching Surkhabed, for several stages. Mr. Morier
saw mnothing in Persia that wore such an appear-
ance of prosperity ; for the plain, about nine miles
in breadth and fifteen in length, was one continued
series of fields and orchards. Hameden itself is
one of the best watered places in Persia. All the
habitations are interspersed with trees The mnst

e
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conspicuous building is a large mosque, ealled
Mesjed Jumah, now falling into decay; and there
was to be seen, every morning, before the sun rises,
a numerous body of peasants, with spades in their
hands, waiting to be hired for the day, to work in
the surrounding fields.* Near the Mosque, in a
court, filled with tents, stands a building, ealled
the sepulchre of Esther and Mordecai. It1s of an
architecture of the carlicst ages of Mohammedism.
It was erected in tho year of the Creation 4474, by
two devout Jews of Kasham,

Translation of the inscription on the marble slab in
the sepulchre of Esther and Mordecai.

¢ Mordecai, beloved and honoured by a king, was
great and good. His garments were those of a
sovercign. Ahasuerus covered him with this rich
dress, and also placed a golden chain around his
‘neck.  The city of Susa rejoiced at his honours, and
his high fortune beeame the glory of the Jews.”

On a steep declivity of the Orontes are to be seen
two tablets, each of which is divided into three
longitudinal compartments, inscribed by the arrow-
headed character of Persepolis. In the' northern
skirts of the city, Mr. Morier found another monu-
ment of antiquity. This is the base of the colunn,
which we noticed just now; and this, Mr. Morier
is equally certain with Sir Robert, is of the identical
order of the columns of Persepolis, and of the same
sort of stone, This, says Mr. Morier, led to a dis-

* “ This custom,’”’ says Mr. Morier, ¢* which I had never scen
in any other part of Asia, forcibly struck me as & most happy illus-
trution of our Saviour’s parable of the labourer in the vineysrd ;
particularly when passing by the same place, late in the day, we
sill found others standing idle, and rcmembered his words,
* Why stand ye here all the duy idle 3' as most applicable w
their situation ; for in putting the question 10 them, they answered
‘ Beeauseno ane hashired us.” "
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covery of some importance; for, adjacent to this
fragment is a large but irregular terrace, evidently
the work of art, and perhaps the ground-plan of
some great building; of the remains of which its
soil must be the repository. Mr. Morier is induced
to believe, that the situation of this spot agrees with
that Polybius* would assign to the palace of the
kings of Persia, which, he says, was below the
citadel.

Besides these, there are many other antiquities;
but as they all belong to Mohammedan times, they
de not come within the sphere of our subject. There
are some hopes that this eity may, one day, assume
a far different rank than what it now holds;+
for, within a few years, it has heen crcated a royal
government, and committed to the care of Moham-
med Ali Mirza. Palaces, therefore, have been erect-
cd, and mansions for his ministers, new bazaars and
mercantile caravanserais.

‘We shall close this account with Sir Robert’s de-
seription of the view that is to be seen from Mount
Orontes, now called Mount Elwund. “Itis one of the
most stupendous scenes I had ever seen! I stood on the
eastern park. ° The apparently intermediate peaks of
the Courdistan mountains spread before me far to the
north-west ; while continued chains of the less tower-
ing heights of Louristan stretched south-east ; and

* Lib. x.ec. 24,

t * The habitations of the people here (at ITameden) were
cqually mean as those of the villages through which we had passed
before. The occnpiers of these last resembled, very strongly, the,
Afvican Arabs, or Moors, and also the mixed race of Egypt, in their
physiognomy, eomplexion, and dress. The reception, given by
these villagers to my Tartar companions, was like that of the most
abject slaves to a powerful master; and the manner in which the
yellow.crowned courtiers of the Sublime Porte treated their enter-
tainers in return, was quite as much in the spirit of the despotic
sultan whom they served.”—Buckingham's Travels in Meso-
potamia, vol..ii p. 18;
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linking themsclves with the more lofty piles of the
Bactiari, my eyo followed their receding sumamnits, till
lost in the hot and tremulous haze of an Asiatic sky.
The gencral hue of this endless mountain region was
murky red ; to which in many parts the arid glare
of the atmosphere gave so preternatural a brightuess,
that it might well have been called a land of fire,
From the point on which I stood, T bekeld the whole
mass of country round the unbroken concave : —it
was of enormous expanse; and although, from the
clearness of the air, and the cloudless state of the hea-
vens, no object was clouded from my sight ; yet, from
the immensity of the height whence I viewed the
scene, the luxuriancy of the valleys was entirely lost in
the shadows of the hills ; and nothing was left to the
beholder from the top of Elwund, but the bare and
burning summits of countless mountains. Not a drop
of water was disecernible of all the many streams,
which poured from the bosom into the plains below.
In my life T had never beheld so tremendous a spec-
tacle. Itappeared like standing upon the stony crust
of some rocky world, which had yet to be broken up
by the Almighty word, and unfold to the beneficent
mandate the fructifying principles of earth and water,

bursting into vegetation and terrestrial life*.”

NO. XXXIII.—ELEUSIS,

Tnis was a town of Attica, equally distant from
Megara and the Pirreus; greatly celebrated for the
observance, every fifth year, of the greatest festival in
Greece, called the Eleusinian; a festival sacred to
Ceres and Proserpine; every thing appertaining to
which was a secret, or mystery ; to divulge any of

* Herodotus ; Diodorus Siculus; Plutarch § Arrian Quintus
Cuyrtiys ; Rollin;, Rennell ;. Moier 3 Sir R, Ker Porter 3 Buck-
foytiaad
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which was supposed to call down animmediate judg-
ment from heaven.

¢ Ceres,” says an Athenian orator, ““wandering in
quest of her daughter Proserpine, came into Attica,
where some good offices were done her, which it is
unlawful for those who are not initiated to hear. In
return, she conferred two unparalleled benefits :—the
knowledge of agriculture, by which the human race
is raised above the brute creation; and the mysteries,
from which the partakers derive sweeter hopes than
other men enjoy, both in the present life and to
cternity.”

There is nothing in all the Pagan antiquity more
celebrated than the mysteries and feasts of Ceres
Eleusina*. Their origin and institution are attributed
to Ceres herself, who in the reign of Erechtheus,
coming to Eleusis, a small town of Attica, in search
of her daughter Proserpine, whom Pluto had carried
away, and finding the country afflicted with a famine,
she not only taught them the use of corn, but in-
structed them in the principles of probity, charity,
civility, and humanity. These mysteries were divided
intothe less and the greater, of which theformer served
as a preparation for thelatter. Only Athenians were
admitted to them ; but of them each sex, age, and
condition had a right.to be received. All strangers
were absolutely excluded. We shall consider prin-
cipally the greater mysteries, which were celebrated
at Eleusis. g

Those who demanded to be initiated into them,
were obliged, before their reception, to purify them-
selves in the lesser mysteries, by bathing in the
river Ilissus, by saying certain prayers, offering sacri-
fices, and, above all, by living in Strict continence
during an interval of time prescribed them. That
time was employed in instructing them in the prin-

p * Rollin.
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ciples and elements of the sacred doctrine of the great
mysterics,

When the time for their initiation arrived, they
were brought into the temnple ; and to inspire the .
greater reverence and terror, the ceremony was per-
formed in the night.  Wonderful things passed upon
this occasion. Visions were scen, and voices heard,
of an extraordinary kind. A sudden splendour dis-
pelled the darkness of the place; and disappearing
immediately, added new lorrors to the gloom. Appa-
ritions, claps of thunder, earthquakes, improved the
terror and amazement ; whilst the person admitted,
stupified, sweating through fear, heard trembling the
mysterious volumes read to him. These nocturnalrites
were attended with many disorders, which the severe
law of silence, imposed on the persons initiated, pre-
vented from coming to light. The president in this
ccremony was called a Hierophant. He wore a pecu-
liar habit, and was not admitted to marry. He had
three colleagues ; one who carried a torch ; another,
a herald, whose offico was to pronounce certain
mysterious words; and a third, to attend at the
altar.

Besides these officers, one of the principal magis-
trates of the city was appointed to take care that all
the ceremonies of this feast wero exactly observed.
He was called the king, and was one of the nine
Archons.  His business was to offer prayers and
sacrifices.  The people gave him four assistants. He
had, besides, ten other ministers to assist him in the
discharge of his duty, and particularly in offering
sacrifices.

The Atheniaus initiated their children of both sexes
very carly into these mysterics, and wounld have
thought it criminal to have let them die without such
an advantage. '

Itrwiy; regulddy jeelcbmted ) everyr fifth year that
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is, after a revolution of four years: and history
records, that it was never interrupted, except upon
the taking of Thebes by Alexander the Great. It
was continued down to the time of the Christian
emperors ; and Valentinian would have abolished it,
if Praetextatus, the proconsul of Greece, had not re-
presented in the most lively and affecting terms the
universal sorrow which the abrogation of that feast
would occasion among the people; upon which it was
suffered to subsist. It is supposed to have been
finally suppressed by Theodosius the Great. :

At this place there were several sacred monuments,
such as chapels and altars; and many rich citizens of
Athens had pleasant and beautiful villas there*. The
great temple at Eleusis was plundered by the Spartan
king Cleomenes, and it was burnt by the Persians,
in their flight after the battle of Platma. It was
afterwards rebuilt by Iktinos; but nearly entirely
destroyed by Alaric. After this Eleusis became an
inconsiderable village. It is now inhabited by a few
poor Albanian Christians. The temple of Ceres and
Proserpine was built under the administration of
Pericles. It was of the marble of Pentelicus. It
was equally vast and magnificent. Its length, from
north to south, was about threec hundred and eighty-
six feet, and its breadth about three hundred and
twenty-seven ; and the most celebrated artists were
employed in its construetion and decoration.

““In the most flourishing times of Athens,” says
Wheler, ¢ Eleusis was one of their prineipal towns, but
is now crushed down under their hard fortune, having
been so ill treated by the Christian pirates, more
inhuman than the very Turks, that all its inhabitants
have left it ; there being now nothing remaining but
ruins, The place is situated upon a long hill, stretched
out near to the sea, north-ecast and north-west, not

Tin * Dadwell.
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far distant from the mountain Gerata. The whole
hill seems to have been built upon, but chiefly
towards the sea, where the first thing we came to
was the stately temple of Ceres, now prostrate upon
the ground; I cannot say, * not having one stone
upon another,” for it lieth all in a confused }
together, the beautiful pillars buried in the rubbish
of its dejected roof and walls, and its goodly carved
and polished cornices used with no more respect than
the worst stone of the pavement. It lies in such a
rude and disorderly manner, that it is not possible to
Jjudge of its ancient form ; only it appeared to have
been built of most beautiful white marble, and no
less admirable stone.”

There arc also remains of several old sepulehres ;
and: among these was lately found an inseription
relative to something dedicated to Ceres and her
daughter, by Fabius, the Dadouchos. Another is
in the wall of a cottage, and is relative to a member
of the Areopagus, who erected a statue to his wife.

The temple of Neptune is supposed to have been
near the sea, where traces now remain, composed of
dark Elcusinian marble. The foundations of the
ancient tombs are still visible; but there are no
remains of the city walls; but a long wall, which
united it with the port, may be still traced with little
interruption.

The temple of Venus, which was of the Dorie
order, i3 now a mass of rubbish, among which have
been found several marble doves of the natural size.

Many fragments, says Mr. Dodwell, have probably
been removed, owing to its propinquity to the sea,
and the consequent facility of cxportation. The
church of St. Zacharias is almost entirely composed
of ancient fragments. This is probably the situation
of thetemple of Diana; and of a large ancient well
lie, supposess to/be- that . mentioned: by Pausanias,
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round which the women of Eleusis danced in
honour of the goddess.

There were also temples dedicated to Triptolemus
and Neptune, the father; but of these not a frag-
ment remains®.

NO. XXXIV.—ELITS.

Ei1s was formed, like many of the Grecian cities,
more especially in the Peloponncesus, by the union of
several hamlets.

It was a large and populous city in the time of
Demosthenes ; but in that of Homer it did not
exist.

Elis was originally governed by kings, and re-
ceived its name from Eleus, one of its monarchs.
1t was famous for the horses it produced, whose cele-
brity was so often tried at the Olympic games.

¢ On our arrival at Elis,” says Anacharsis, ¢ we
met a procession on its way to the temple of Minerva,
and that made part of a ceremony, in which the
youth of Elis contended for the prize of beauty. The
victor was led in tiiumph ; the first, with his head
bound with ribands, bore the weapons to be conse-
crated to the goddess; the second conducted the
victim ; and the third carried the other offerings.
I have often seen similar contests in Greece, for the
young men; as well as for the women and girls.
Even among distant nations, I have seen women ad-
mitted to public competitions; with this difference,
however, that the Greeks decree the prize to the
most beautiful, and the barbarians to the most
virtuons.”

This city was once ornamented with temples,
sumptuous edifices, and a number of statues. Among
these was p'lrtlcularly distinguished the group of
the Graces, in a temple dedicated to them. They

* Rollin ; ' /Barthelemy s/ Wheler 5 ' Chandler; " Saadwich (5
Clarke ; Hobhouse ; Dodwcll
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were habited in a light and brilliant drapery ;—the
first held a myrtle branch in honour of Venus; the
second, a rose, to denote the spring ; the third, a die,
the symbol of infant sports.

Theo chief curiosity at Ilis, however, was a statue
of Jupiter, formed by Phidias*, . The serene majesty
and beauty of this piece of sculpture ranked it
among the wonders of the world. Jupiter was re-
presented sitting upon a throne, with an olive wreath
of gold about his temples; the upper part of his’
body was naked ; a wide mantle, covering the rest of
it, hung down in the richest folds to his fect, which
rested on a footstool.  The naked parts of the statue
were of ivory ; the dress was of beaten gold, with an
imitation of embroidery, painted by Panwnus, bro-
ther of Phidias. In the right hand stood the goddess
Victoria, turning towards the statue, and carved, like
it, out of ivory and gold; she was holding out a
band, with which she appeared desirous to encirelo
his olive crown. 1In his left hand the divinity held
a parti-coloured seeptre, made of various metals skil-
fully joined, and on the sceptre rested an eagle.
Power, wisdom, and goodness, were admirably ex-
pressed in his features. He sat with the air of a
divinity, presiding among the judges of the games,
and dispensing the lanrel wreaths to the victors, ealn
in conscious dignity, The statue was surrounded
with magnificent drapery, which was drawn aside
only on particular occasions, when the deity was to
be éxhibited. A sense of greatness and splendour
overwhelmed the spectator, the height of the figure
being about forty feet. !

The structures of Elist scem to have been raised
with materials far less elegant and durable than tho
produce of the Ionian and Attic quarries. The

ruing are of brick, and not considerable; consisting
abal e o e T e S s
¥ Gillies. + Chandler.
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of picces of ordinary wall, and an octagon building
with niches, which, it is supposed, was.the temple,
with a circular peristyle. Thesestand detached from
each other, ranging in a vale southward from the
wide bed of the river Peneus, which, by the margin,
has several large stones, perhaps the relics of the
gymnasium,

The ruins of Elis, says Mr. Dodwell, arc few and
uninteresting. Of Grecian remains nothing is seen
but a confused wreck of scattered blocks. There are
some masses of brick-work, and an octagon tower
of the same materials, which appears to be of Roman
origin. It is surprising that there should be so few
remains of the temples, porticoes, theatres, and other
cdifices, which embellished the town at the time of
Pausanias ; but some suppose that much is covered
by the earth ; since it is considerably higher than its
original level*.

NO. XXXV.—EPHESUS.

Tuis city was once reputed the metropolis of Asia ;
and thence it was styled Epiphanestata, a name
signifying ¢ Monstrous.” It was at first not merely
a village, but a small village; yet, in the time of
Strabo, it was the largest and most frequented em -
porium of all that continent. It was situated in
Ionia, about 50 miles sonth of Smyrna, near the
mouth of the river Cayster. Pliny tells us, that
before his age, it had been known by various names,
In the time of the Trojan war, it was called Alopes;
soon after, Ortygia, and Morges; then it took the
name of Smyrna; then Samornium, and Ptelea.
¢ It is mounted on a hill,” says he, *“ and hath the
river Cayster under it, which cometh out of the
Cilbian hills, and brings down with it the waters

T Pausanias; Plutarch ; Barthelemy; Chandler ; Dodwell ;
Rees; Gillies. . .
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of many other rivers; but is principally nwnb.d
and enriched by the lake Pegascum, which discharges
itself by the river Phyrites, that runs intoit. A
large quantity of mud is brought down, which in-
creases the land ; for already, a good way within the
land, is an island called Phyrie, nearly joined to t-hc
continent.”

Pliny, and several other ancient writers, msert
that this -city was founded by the Amazons; but
others, with greater probability, aseribe that honour
to a party emigrating from Athens. As this emi-
gration was important, we shall pause a little upon
it. It is called the Ioniec emigration, It was led
from Athens by two young men, namned Neleus and
Androcles, the younger sons of Codrus the king.
Multitudes followed them, especially certain Ionian
and Messenian familics, who had taken refuge in
that city after the Dorian conquest. On landing,
they scized uwpon four hundred miles* of Asia
Minor, together with the islands of Samos and Chios ;
and ha\mg driven out the Carians and Segetes,
founded twelve cities. Of these Ephesus was onet.
Neleus settled at Miletus ; but Androeles, the elder
brother, at Ephesus. Strabo relates, that the autho-
rity of Androcles was at first acl\nowlcdgcd over all
the cities; but that a republican government was
soon after established, and that the municipality of
each city claimed sovercign authority ; the whole
being, nevertheless, united by confederacy ; having,
for considering their common affairs, a general coun-
¢il.  This council was called Panionium.

This form of govermment continued to the time of
Pythagoras, who lived before Cyrus the Great, and
was one of the most savage tyrants of whom hxstory

“* Breadth scarcely anywhere exceeding forty miles.

+ The others were, Miletus, Myus, Imbcdoﬂ, Colophon, Pricue,
Teos, Krythra, Phocma, Clazomeom, Chios, and Samos,
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makes mention. Ie was succeeded by Pyndarus,
who ruled with a less absolute and cruel sway ; in
whose time Ephesus was besicged by Creesus, king
of Lydia. That prince advised the inhabitants to
dedicate their city to Diana; and they having re-
solved to follow his advice, he treated them with
kindness, and restored them to their former liberty.
The other tyrants, mentioned in Ephesian history,
were, Athenagoras, Comes, Aristarchus, and Hege-
sias. The last of these governed under the patronage
of Alexander*. That conqueror, however, at length
expelled him ; and, having done so, bestowed upon
the temple of Diana, after having defeated the Persians
on the banks of the Granicus, — all the tributes
which the Ephesians had been agcustomed to pay to
the Persian kings. He also established a demoeracy
in the city.

Ephesus was greatly assisted, also, by Lysander
the Lacedemonian. Plutarch rclates, that when that
person went to Ephesus, he found that city well
disposed to the Lacedemonians, but in a bad condition
as to its internal policy, and in danger of falling into
the hands of the Persians; because it was near
Lydia, and the king’s lieutenants often visited it.
Lysander, therefore, having fixed his quarters there,
ordered all his store-ships to be brought into the
harbour, and built a dock for his galleys. By these
means he filled the ports with merchants, their
markets with business, and their houses and shops
with money. So that from that time, and from his
services, continues Plutarch, Ephesus began to con-
ceive hopes of that greatness and splendour in which
it afterwards flourished.

We must now describe the temple at this place,
dedicated to Diana. It was in part built by the
bands of kings. It was four hundred and twenty-
five feet long, and two hundred feet broad, and not

* Polyen. ‘Strat, vi.
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only adorned with the choicest paintings and statues,
but with whatever the hand of art or genius could
produce in that day of superior execution and mag-
nificence. The roof was supported by one huudred
and twenty-seven columns, sixty feet high. Of
these, thirty-six were carved in a most exquisite
manner : nor was it entirely completed till two hun-
dred and twenty years after its first foundation. Its
architect was Ctesiphon. The riches placed in this
temple were very great, and the goddess was repre-
sented as crowned with turrets, holding in her arms
lions; whilo a number of beasts seemed to indicate
the fertility and resources of the earth, or of nature.
It was formed of ebony; and Pliny states, that
though the staircase, which led up to the top of this
edifice, was not very narrow, it was formed out of the
trunk of one single vine,

This temple was destroyed on the day on which
Alexander was born. It was burnt by an Ephesian,
who thus desired to immortalise his name.: In
order«to frustrate the accomplishment of this de-
sire, the Ephesians enacted a law, that no one should
even be guilty of mentioning his name. The name
of Eratostratus, nevertheless, has descended to pos-
terity.

Such is the account left us by Plutarch and
Valerius Maximus.  On this occasion, Hegesias, the
Magnesian, *¢ uttered a conceit,” says Plutarch,
¢ frigid enough to have extinguished the flames.”
« 1t is no wonder,” said he, that tho temple of
Diana was burnt, when she was at a distance em-
ployed in bringing Alexander into the world,”*

All the Magi, continnes Plutarch, who were then
at Ephesus, looked upon the fire as a sign which
betokened a much greater misfortune ;—they ran
about the town beating their faces, and erying,

*/ Disha was” the patrovicss ‘of Al Fouten dn labour, a3 Well bs
of the children born,
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¢ that the day had brought forth the greatest scourge
and destroyer of Asia.”

Barthelemy makes Anacharsis visit Ephesus some
few years after this calamity. Nothing then re-
mained of this superb temple but the four walls and
some columns in the midst of ruins, The fire had
consumed the-roof and the ornaments which deco-
rated the nave. Alexander offcred to rebuild this
edifice; but the offer being accompanied by the con-
dition, that the Ephesians should inscribe his name
upon it as that of the benefactor; the Ephesians
refused to accept his offer. They, nevertheless, re-
fused in a manner that gave him, no doubt, a superior
satisfaction. It was, that one deity ought not to
raise a temple to another !

At the time Barthelemy has named, the temple
was beginning to be rebuilt *. All the citizens had
contributed, and the women had sacrificed their
jewels. No change was made in the form of the
goddess’ statue ; a form anciently borrowed from the
Egyptians, and which was found, also, in the tem-
ples of. several other Greek cities. The goddess
bore on her head a tower; two iron rods sup-
ported her hands; and the body terminated in a
sheath, encircled with symbols and the figures of
animals.

Thirty-six of the columns were carved by Scopas,
of the school of Praxiteles+, and it was in this

* The Ephesians have a very wisc law 1elative to the construction
of public edifices, The architect whose plau is chosen enters into
a bond, by which he engages all his property, If he exactly fulfils
the condition of his agreement, honours are decreed him ; if the
expense exceeds the sum stipulated enly by ope quarter, the sur-
plus is paid from the public treasury ; but if it amounts to more,
the property of the architcet is taken te pay tbe remainder.—
BarTHELENMY, vol. v. 394, 5 from Vitruvius Pref., lib, x. 203.

+ We often see this temple reprcsented upon medals with the
fignre of Diana, ¢ Itis never charged with-more than cight pillars;

VOL. I. X
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temple that the Ionic order in architecture was first
employed ; and every column contained one hundred
and ten tons of marble *. -

In the war between tho Romans and Mithridates, .
the Ephesians took part with the Litter ; and by his
command went even so far as to massacre all the
Romans in their cityt. For this atrocity they were
severely fined, and reduced almost to beggars.

Whoever might have originally founded this city,
certain it is that the town, which in the Roman
times was the metropolis of Asia, was founded by
Lysimachus ; he having caused the first city to be
destroyed.  When he had effected that, he rebuilt it
in a more convenient place.

This new city became very splendid in proeess of
time; but it was greatly damaged in the reign of
Tiberius by an earthquake. On this Tiberius ordered
it to bo repaired and adorned with many stately
buildings ; and of that city the ruins which are now
visible are the remains.

Ephesus was in subsequent times sacked by the
Goths, and the temple of Diana again burnt to the
ground. The ruin of the temple is thus described by
Gibbon :—*“In the general calamities of mankind,
the death of an individual, however exalted, the ruin
of an edifice, however famous, are passed over with
carcless inattention. Yet, we cannot forget that the
temple of Diana at Ephesns, after having risen with
increasing splendour from seven repeated misfor-
tunes$, was finally burnt by the Goths in their third

and somctimes only with six, four, and now and then only
with two.

* The columns being sixty feet high, the diameter, according to
rule, must be six feet cight inches ; that is, one-ninth part. Thus,
every column would contain one hundred and ten tons of marble,
besides base and capital !—Waen's Parextarn, p. 361.

+ Mitbridates caused 150,000 Romans in Asia to be massacred in
doe day 3 Histi ;Aungnate p. 473+, Joruaides, ¢.-20.



RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES. 307

naval invasion. The arts of Greeee, and the wealth
of Asia, had conspired to erect that sacred and
magnificent structure. It was supported by one
hundred and twenty-seven marble columns of the
Ionic order. They were the gifts of devout mon-
archs, and each was sixty feet high. The altar was
adorned with the masterly sculpture of Praxiteles,
who had, perhaps, seleeted from the favourite legends
of the place, the birth of the divine children of Latona,
the eoncealment of Apollo after the slaughter of the
Cyclops, and the clemency of Bacchus to the van-
quished Amazons*. Yet the length of the temple of
Ephesus was only four hundred and twenty-five fect ;
about two-thirds of the measurement of the church
of St. Peter’s at Romet+. In the other dimensions it
was still inferier to that sublime production of modern
architecture. The spreading arms of a Christian
cross require a much greater breadth than the oblong
temples of the pagans; and the boldest architeet of
antiquity would have been startled at the proposal
of raising in the air a dome of the size and propor-
tions of the Pantheon. The temple of Diana was,
however, admired as one of the wonders of the world.
Suceessive empires, the Persian, Macedonian, and the
Roman, had revered its sanctity, and enriched its
splendour. But the rude savages of the Baltic were
destitute of a taste for the elegant arts, and they de-
spised the ideal terrors of a foreign superstitionf.”
In regard to this temple, some have supposed
that the subterranean arches still existing are the
remains of it. This, however, cannot be allowed.
“ A Sybilline oraele,” says Sir John Hobhouse, ¢ fore-

* Strabo, 1. xiv. 640 ; Vitruvius, 1. i. c. 1 ; Preef. L. vii.; Tacitus
Annal. iii. 61 ; Plin. Nat. Hist. xxxvi. 14.
T The length of St. Peter’s is 840 Roman palms; each palm is
very little short of nine English inches.
I They offered no saerifices to the Grecian gods.
X2
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told, that the earth would tremble and open, and that
this glonous edifice would fall headlonginto the abyss;

and present appearances might justify the belief, Lhat
it was swept from the face of the earth by some over- .
whelming catastrophe.” ¢ It is easier to -conceive,”
he goes on to observe, *that such an event, although
unnoticed, did take place, than that a marble temple,
four hundred and twenty fect long, and two hundred
and twenty feet broad, whose columns (one hundred
and twenty-seven in number) were sixty feet high,
should have left no other vestige than two fragments
of wall, some brick subterraneous arches, and four
granite pxllars Certain it is that large portions of
this city were carried away at various times to assist
in building or adorning other cities, more especially
Constantinople. ¢TIt 1s probable,” says Hobhouse,
¢ that Christian zeal accelerated the devastations of
time ; and that the E phesi'mn, in order to prevent the
pum%hmcnt denonnced against the seven churches of
Asia, may have been eager to demolish this monu-
ment of their glory and their shame. The cedar roofs,
the cypress doors, the vine staircase, the sculptured
column of Scopas, the altar adorned by Praxiteles,
the paintings of Parrhasiusand Apelles, and the ehony
image of the goddess, may have fallen before the
cnemies of pagan idolatry ; and the piety of the
priests might have been more injurious to Diana than
the rapacity of the Goths; but neither the cupidity
nor audacity of the reformers, against whom the
sophist Libanius,—an eye-witness of their progress,
—so forcibly exclaims, could have destroyed, although
they might have defaced, the vast fabric of the
Artemisium itself.”

Under the reign of Alexius, father of the celebrated
Anna de Comnena, Ephesus fell under the dominion
of the Mahometans.  In a.n. 1206, the Grecks
Tetonk it but_seventy-seveu years after they Jost:it
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again. At the eommeneement of the fourteenth cen-
tury, it beeame a part of the Turkish dominions, and
has remained so ever sinee. X

Ephesus is greatly distinguished in eeclesiastical
history. ¢ First,” says Rees, ¢ it may be eonsidered
as the abode of many Jews, who obtained the privi-
lege of citizens; and afterwards as the plaee where
the first Paul took up his residence for three years*;
where he wrought miraclest, and was resisted by
the Jewst; and where Tnnothy was bishop ; and
where John resided ; and morcover, as containing
one of the seven churches whose charaeter and doom
are recorded by that e\annrchat in the book of the
Revelation§.”

‘We now pass to the times in which we live; and
shall present descriptions of the ruins of this once
noble eity, in the language of those who have visited
them.

Aiasaluck is situated about thirtcen or fourteen
hours from Smyrna. It is now a small village, inha-
bited by a few Turkish families, standing ehleﬂy on
the south of a hill, ealled the Castle-hill, among
bushes and ruins. Near a caravanserai is a marble sar-
cophagus, which serves as a water-trough to a well
before it. It bears an inscription ; and from that is
learnt, that it onee contained the bodies of the com-
mander of a Roman trireme named the Griffin, and
his wife. ‘¢ We sat near this sarcophagus,” says Dr.
Chandler,“in the open air, while our supper was pre-
paring ; when suddenly fires began to blaze up among
the bushes, and we saw the villagers collected about
them in savage groups, or passing to and fro with
lighted brands for torches. The flames, with the .
stars and a pale moon, afforded us a dire prospect
of ruin and desolation.” A shrill owl, named Cueu-

* Acts xx. 31, + Acts xix. 115 1 Cor. xv. 9.
T Acts 3x. 19, §.€Ch, ii,
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vaia from its note, with a night-hawk, flitted near
us; and a jackal cried mournfully, as if forsaken
by his companions on the mountain.” Such was
the scene where Ephesus had been!  « We retired,”
continues this elegant and accomplished traveller,
¢ early in the evening to our shed ; not without some
sensations of melancholy, which were rencwed at
the dawn of day. We had then a distinct view of
a solemn and most forlorn spot; a neglected eastle,
a grand mosque, and a broken aqueduet, with mean
eottages, and ruinous buildings, interspersed among
wild thickets, and spreading to a considerable ex-
tent. . Many of the scattered structures are squares,
with domes, and have been baths. Some gravestones
occurred, finely painted and gilded, as the Turkish
mauner is, with characters in rclievo. But the
castle, the mosque, and the aquednct, are alone suffi-
cient evidences, as well of the former greatuess of
the place, as of its importance.”

The castle is a large and barbarous edifice, with
square towers. You ascend to it over hcaps of
stones, intermixed with scraps of marble. ¢ An
outwork,” continues Dr. Chandler, ¢ which seeured
the approach, once consisted of two lateral walls from
tho body of the fortress, with a gateway. This is
supported on’each side by a huge and awkward but-
tress, constructed chicfly with the seats of a theatre,
or stadinm, many marked with Greek letters. Se-
veral fragments of ingeriptions are inserted im;it, or
lie near. Over the arch are four picces of ancient
sculpture.  Two in the middle are in alto-relieve; of
most exquisite workmanship, aund parts of the samne
design ; representing the death of Patroclus, and the
bringing of his body to Achilles.” A third is in
basso-relievo. ¢ The figures are, a man leading away
a little boy, a corpse extended, two women lament-
ing, | aud; soldiers ; béaring forth the - armour; and
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weapons of the deceased, to decorate his funeral pile.”
This referred to the story of Hector. The fourth is
much injured, but sufficient remains to show boys and
vine-branches. The gateway faces the sea. Within
the castle were a few huts, an old mosque, and a
great deal of rubbish. If you move a stone, it is
a chance but you find a scorpion under it.” 3

The grand mesque is situated beneath the castle.
The side next the foot of the hill is of stone ; the rest
of polished marble, veined. In front is a court,
having a large fountain; there are, also, broken
columns—remains of a portico. The fabric was
raised with old materials; and the large granite
columns which sustain the roof, as well as all the
“marbles, are remains of what were long supposed to
constitute ancient Ephesus.

In regard to the aqueduct, the piers are square;
not larﬂe, but many, with arches formed with brick.
These are constructed with inscribed pedestals, on one
of which is the name of Herodes Atticus, whose statne
it once supported. These ruins abound in snakes.
Chamelions and lizards, also, are frequently seen
basking in the sun. “The marbles, yet untouched,
would form a copious and curious harvest, if accessi-
ble. The downfall of some may be expected conti-
nually, from the tottering condition of tho fabric;
and time and earthquakes will supply the place of
ladders ; for which the traveller wishes in vain at a
place, where, if a tall man, he may almost overlook
the houses.”

And yet thesc ruing, strictly speaking, are in Dr.
Chandler’s opinion not those of Ephesus: those lie
nearer the sea; and are visible from the castle hill
The ruins of Ailasaluck are those of a town, built in
great part, if not entirely, of Ephesian ruins; and
it may be supposed, by the Mahometan potentate,
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Mantakhia, who conquered Ephesus and all Caria,
in the year 1318.

The site of Ephesus is to be sought for in the way
from Aiasaluck to a square tower of white marble, -
which stands on a ridge, projecting from the chain of
Corissus,the sonthern boundary of the plain of the Cay-
ster. For about half a mile from the village the route
is over a flat, interspersed with thickets of tamarinds,
agnus-castus, and other shrubs; it then arrives at a
low round hill which extends to the north-east from
the high range of Corissus. All the inhabitants of tho
once fa.mous?Ephcsus, the chief of this part of Asia, as
the mistress governing the rest, by the residence of
the proconsul here, amount now not to above forty
or fifty familics of Turks, living in poor thatched
cottages, without, says Wheler, one Christian
among them. Theyliec in a knot together, on the
south side of the castle. ¢ Within the gate, on the
castle wall,” continues he, “we saw a marble,
whereon is cut a face, representing the moon, with
two snakes; onec on one side of the head, and the
other on the other ; joining their heads in the middle
of the crown, and their tails pointing outwards ; with
each of them a circle in such shape, they both re-
present a bow. This was to represent the deity
Iecate triformis; the moon in the heavens, repre-
sented by the large round visage ; Proserpine im
Hell, represented by the snakes; and Diana upon
earth by the bow.” "

All the principal part of the ruins arc on the side
of the hill; latcly mentioned, and in a flat recess
between the west side of it and the high mountains,
On the slope of the hill which is called Pion, or
Prion (somectimes Lepre Acte), is a large arch of
white marble, built, hike the aqueduct before men-
tioned, from ancient ruins.  On another part of the
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hill are two arches and vestiges of a theatre. This
was, doubtless, the theatre into which the people
rushed, shouting, ¢ Great is Diana !” when St. Paul,
by his preaching, produced a-tumult at Ephesus. In
both wings of this theatre, the seats and the ruins of
the proscenium of which are removed, are several
architectural fragmepts ; and over an arch, once one

* of the avenues, is an inscription, enjoining the reader :
“If he did not think proper to approach the festive
scene, at least to be pleased with the skill of the archi-
tect, who had saved a vast civele of the theatre ; all-
conquering time having yielded to the succour he had
contrived.”

Coming to a narrow valley, broken columns and
picees of marble are observed, with vestiges of an
Odeum, or music-room ; this is stripped of the seats,
and is naked. Beyond this are the remains of alarge
edifice, greatly resembling the one with an arcade at
Troas. The.top of one of the niches is painted with
waves and fishes ; and amongst the fiagments lying in
the front are two trunks of statues, of great size, with-
out heads and almost buried ; the drapery of which is
both the same, alike remarkable. This wasthe gym-
nasium. ¢ We pitched our tents,” says Dr. Chandler,
““among the ruins of this huge building, when we
arrived from Claros, and ‘employed on it three days in
taking a plan and view. We found the arca green
with corn, and the site in general overrun with fennel,
in seed, the stalks strong and tall.”

At the entrance from Aiasaluck is a street, and
from the remains still existing, it must have been a
noble one. The edifices must have been, alzo, ample
ones, with colonnades. There are many bases and
pedestals of columns ; and the vaulted substructions
of the fabrics are still entire.

Turning towards the sea, the traveller is greeted
with the-sight of ja - prostrate, heap, once forming a
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temple, The cell, or nave, was constructed of
coarse stones. This temple had four columns between
the ante. Their diameter is about four feet six
inches ; their length about thirty-two feet; but,
including the base and capital, forty-six foet and
about seven inches. Though the dimensions of theso
pillars was so great, the shafts are fluted. The most
entire of them, however, are broken into two pieces.
The ornaments were rich ; but *of inferior taste,
and the mouldings ill proportioned*.” This temple
is supposed to be the remains of that erccted at
Liphesns, by permission of Augustus, to the god
Julius. Some, however, have imagined that it might
have been that dedicated to Claudius Caxesar on his
apotheosis.

About a mile from this are the remnants of a
sumptuous cdifice; among the bushes beneath which
arc altars of white marble. These. stand upon an °
eminence ; and from that is beheld a loyely prospeet
of the river Cayster, which there crosses the plain
from near Gellesus, into a small but full stream, and
with many luxuriant windings.

Mount Prion, according to Chandler, is among
the curiositics of Ionia enumerated by Pausanias.
It has served as an inexhaustible magazine of marble,
and contributed largely to the magnificence of the
city. *The Ephesians, it is rolﬁted when they first
resolved to provide an edifice w ortl:y of Diana, met
to agree on importing materials. The quarrics, then
in use, were remote, and the expense, it was foreseen,
would be prodigious. At this time a shepherd hap-
pened to be feeding his flock on mount P’riont, and

¢ Reve!l's MS. notes,

1 On his passage Mr. Revett has left the following observation
in a MS. note: * Upon what aunthority ? Vitruvius, thongh he
relates the story, docs not give us the name of the mountain on
whichiyTapaed. [Tmomit Priop ¢ongsis b of white marble, 3t is
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two rams fighting, one of them missed his antagonist,
and, striking the rock with his horn, broke off a
crust of very white marble. He ran into the city
with this specimcn, which was received with excess
of joy. Ile was highly honoured for this accidental
discovery ; the Ephesums changing his name from
Pixodorus to LEvangelus, the good messenger, and
enjoining their chief magistrate, under a penalty, to
visit the spot, and to sacrifice to him monthly.”
This custom continned to be observed, even so late
as the time of Augustus Caesar.

Not far from the gymnasium, are cavities with
mouths, like ovens, forming burial-places, made to
admit bedies, which were thrust in. This was sup-
posed to have belonged to the oratory or church of
St. John, rebuilt by Justinian. Near the city, also,
are quarries in the bowels of the mountain, with
numberless mazes, and vast, silent, dripping caverns.
In many parts of this, Dr. Chandler informs us, are

“ chippings of marble and marks of tools. He found
chippings, also, which supplied marble for the city
wall, and huge picees lying among the bushes at the
bottom.

The Ephesians, at the time in which the learned
traveller to whom in this account we have so fre-
quently referred, were a few Greek peasants, living
in extreme wretchedness, dependence, and insensi-
bility ; ¢ the representatives of an illustrious people,
and exhibiting the wreck of their greatness; some,
the substructions of the glorious edifices which they
raised ; some beneath the vaults of the stadium,
once the crowded scene of their diversions; and
some by the abrupt prgcipice, in the sepulchres, which
received their ashes.”

These ruins were visited by Sir John Hob-

very extraordinary it was not discovered sooner ; part of the moun-
tain’ being includedrin the tieys”
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house. ¢ The desolate walls of the mosque of St.
John, and the whole scene of Aiasaluck,” says
he, “cannot bnut suggest a train of melancholy re-
flections.  The decay of theso religions is thus -
presented, at onc view, to the eye of the traveller]
The marble spoils of the Grecian temple adorn the
mouldering edifice, over which the tower of the
Mussulman, the emblem of another triumphant wor-
ship, is itself seen to totter, and sink into the moul-
dering ruins,” Not a single inhabitant, not even
a shepherd’s lt, was to be scen on the actual site
of this once resplendent city! ¢ Its streets are
obscure and overgrown,” says Chandler. ¢ A herd
of goats was driven to it for shelter from the sun at
noon ; and a noisy flight of crows from the quarries
seemed to insult its silenee. 'We heard the partridge
call in the area of the theatre, and of the stadium.
The glorious pomp of its heathen worship is no
longer remembered ; and Christianity, which was
there nursed hy apostles, and fostered by general
councils, until it inereased in fulness of stature, barely
lingers on in an existence hardly visible.”

Since this, the state of Christianity thero has fallen
still lower. In 1812, one Greek, who was a baker,
living at Aiasaluck, and three or four fishermen, who
lived in sheds near the river, were the only Christians
to be found in the city of Ephesus®.

NO. XXXVIL—GERASA. (DJERASH.)

Tais city is placed among those of the Decapolis,
in Matthew, vii. 28 ; and it is from a rock near it,
from which the swine are described as having ran
down into the Dead Sea. By some it is included in
Ceelosyria ; by others in Arabia.

. Diodorits Siculus; Vitruvins; Plin, Nat. Hist.; Platarch 3
Polyanus; Wren’s Paicntalia ; Barthelemy ; Gibbon ; Wheler
Chondler? Ruvety ;1 Clatkiey Hobliodse ; Bréystory Reesis
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The ruins of this city were discovered by the well
known traveller, M. Seetzen (Conseiller d’Ambas-
sade de S. M. YEmpereur de Russie). His letters
were addressed to M. von Zach, Grand Marshal of
the court of Saxe Gotha, and part of them appeared,
at different times, in the Moniteur. Some members
of the National Institute sent over these papers to Sir
Joseph Banks, by whom they were forwarded to the
Palestine Association.

One of the most interesting portions of this jour-
nal is that, which comprises the account of the ruins
of Jerrash, situated in about the centre of the Holy
Land, the dilapidated buildings of which had, till
then, escaped the notice of its lovers of antiquity,
and which, for beauty and importance, may be com-
pared to those of Palmyra aud Balbec.

« Jerrash,” says our jourmalist, *is situated in
an open and tolerably fertile plain, through which
a river runs. Before entering the town, I found
several- sarcophagi, with very beautiful bas-reliefs,
among which I remarked one, on the edge of the
road, “with ‘2 Greck iscription.  The walls of the
town are mouldered away, but one may yet trace
their whole extent, which may have been three-
quarters of a league, or a whole one. These walls
were entirely built of hewn marble. The ground
within it is of unequal heights, and falls towards
the river. Not a single private house remains entire;
but on the other hand, I observed several public
buildings which were distinguished by a yery beau-
tiful style of architecture. I found two superb am-
phitheatres, solidly built of marble, with columns,
niches, &c. the whole in good preservation. I found
also some palaces, and three temples, one of which
has a peristyle of twelve grand columns of the
Corinthian order, eleven of which are still upright.
In another of these temples, I saw a column on the
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ground, of most heautiful polished Egyptian granite.
[ also found a handsome gate of the city, well
preserved, formed of three arcades, and ornamented
with pilasters.

“ The most beautiful thing I discovered was a
long street, crossed by another, and ornamented on
hoth sides with a row of marble columns of the
Corinthian order, and one of whose extremities
terminated in a semicircle, that was set round with
sixty pillars, of the Ionic order. At the points
where the two streets cross, in cach of the four
angles, a large pedestal of hewn stone is visible, on
which probably statues were formerly sct. A part
of the pavement remains, formed of hewn stones.

“ To speak generally, I counted about two hun-
dred columns, which yet partly support their enta-
Dlatures, but the number of those overthrown is
infinitely more considerable: I saw indeed but half
the extent of the town, and a person would probably
still find in the other half, on the opposite side of
the river, a quantity of remarkable curiosities.

¢ Jerrash can be no other than the ancient Geresa,
one of the Decapolitan towns. It is diffienlt tocon-
ccive that so much ignorance of its real situation
should exist, as would allow Monsieur Paulus, in
his map, to have placed it to the nortk-cast of the
northern extremity of the Lake of Tiberias. T do
not know whether any ancient geographer has made
the same mistake. I'rom a fragment of a Greek
ingeription, which I copied, I am led to conclude,
that several of the buildings of this town were
crected under the Emperor Marcus Aurelius Anto-
ninus, The Roman history may, perhaps, furnish
some data in corroboration of this conjecture, It is,
at all events, certain, t